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€6-Video cameras, cable TV and VCRs have impacted
the teaching and learning of athletics, particularly

basketball. 99

—MTr. Ralph Werley, basketball coach
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Blizzard of '96 affects school calendar

B School year
stretches into the
summer vacation

by Kelly Krause

“Pottsgrove School District is
closed.”

That’s what many Potts-
grovians heard over the radio as
they awakened several mornings
this winter, especially during the
week of Jan. 8-12.

Pottsgrove students may watch
television, go outside or even work
on these snow days, but in the back
of their minds lies the vague ques-
tion: “When will we make up these
snow days?”

The end of the marking period
was changed, because of the snow
days, to Feb. 2. Moved a second
time, midterms were held Feb. 6, 7
and 8. Color Day was moved to
today.

Students are now worried
about when they will be getting out
of school. “If we started early, why
are we getting out so late?” asked
sophomore Matt Holler, referring to
the August start of school by
Pottsgrove and echoing a question
asked by many Pottsgrove students.

“Our hope (by starting on Aug.
29) was to identify early on the
vacation days in the calendar,” said
Mr. Robert Anderson, principal at
Pottsgrove High. “If we wouldn’t
have started then, Pottsgrove stu-
dents would have gotten out June
20.’!

However, vacation days were

added to the school calendar which
were not in last year’s calendar in
September and November, giving
students a fall vacation and extend-
ing the Thanksgiving vacation. Now
most of Pottsgrove’s vacation days
planned for the spring have been
omitted from the calendar so that
students go to school the minimum
180 days required by law. Some of
the removed vacation days which
have been omitted are Feb. 16
(Winter Ball date) and 19, April 4
and 8, and days normally slated as
summer vacation days in June.

“It really doesn’t bother me
that we have to make them (the
snow days) up along the year,” said
Miss Jennifer Vitelli, a Spanish
teacher at Pottsgrove. “It’s better
than making them up all summer.”

Sophomore Lorelei Hollenbach
had different feelings. “I hate it
because T don’t want to be stuck in
school all summer. What fun is
that?” she said.

“To tell you the truth, I really
don’t care,” said senior Guy Carter.
“We had fun on the days we missed,
and it didn’t take away from our
year.”

Seniors who were slated to
start college early, however, may
have concerns. For one thing, they
are not going to get much of a break
from the last day of their classes
here and the start of their college
classes.

“If a student has to go to col-
lege early, the proper arrangements
will be made,” said Mr. Anderson.
“They can take their finals earlier
and be off to college in time.”

As for those who need summer

jobs, the late closing of the school
year should not affect them.

“I feel that if students really
want a summer job, they would
have preplanned to get one as early
as March,” said Mr. Anderson. “No
planning, no job.”

The school closings and delays
have an effect on the graduating
seniors. “Seniors will graduate on a
date that will later be announced,”
said Mr. Anderson.

Snow not only affects the
school year, but social lives as well.

“I worked on a history paper
that was due Monday (Jan. 8),” said
sophomore = Shannon  Shulby.
“Thank God we had a blizzard
because I didn’t get it done until
Thursday night (Jan. 11).”

“I was stranded in Charlotte
(North Carolina) with my best
friend,” said Mrs. Bambi Eschbach,
mathteacher at Pottsgrove, “and
had the most stress-free vacation
anyone could ever plan.”

Most Pottsgrove students, like
senior Carter and freshman Beth
Weikel, just “watched television”
when they couldn’t come to school.

Some funny stories were also
produced from all the snow. “My
cat was stuck under a car,” said
sophomore Sarah Maslayak. “Since
it was there for three days without
any food, it came out pretty psy-
chotic.”

“I was trying to walk through
the snowdrifts,” said sophomore Jen
Ullman, “but I got stuck because the
snow was up to my chest. My mom
came outside with the camcorder
and, instead of helping me out, she
started videotaping me.”

o

Winter weather: Atter one

snow storm and then the Blizzard of
Spaide and Patricia Stall found themselves shut in for a few day:

-

’96, students like eleventh graders Sarah
s. When school was canceled due to the

——
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weather, Spaide said that she went skiing with friends, finished her book report, crashed her new car into a
snow bank and watched too many talk shows.
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.~ Smokers hurt others

Smoke creeps out of a restroom and, no, it’s not a hair-greased-
down or teased-up year in the 50s. Students smoke in school and it’s
the 90’s.

The no-smoking ban should be strictly enforced. Teenagers in
school should be concentrating on their studies, not on how much they
need a cigarette. Those caught smoking in school should be hit with a
harsher punishment than a Saturday suspension.

First of all, they’re endangering, as everyone knows, the lives of
pthers. Secondhand smoke affects innocent people. Non-smokers
breathing in this harsh secondhand smoke could be as bad off as the
smokers themselves. Secondhand smoke damages the lung’s tissues,
making people more susceptible to lung cancer and disease.

It’s frequently peer pressure that makes teens smoke, or even, as
the latest studies show, advertising; or, maybe teens are trying to live
bp to some kind of image. However, no one should be smoking in
school.

A self-help counseling service is offered by the school nurse at
Pottsgrove. However, this does not seem to be helping the recurring
problem of smoking in school.

The no-smoking ban is just the thing that needs to be strictly
enforced in today’s schools. At least people would know they could be
safe from cigarette smoke in school.

Teams want fans

At a typical Pottsgrove sports event, there are a few parents, sib-
lings and friends of the players. Where is everyone?

Pottsgrove needs more support for its sports teams. A lot of people
do attend football and basketball games. However, students also work
On other teams, such as field hockey, soccer and tennis, and they also
want fan support.

Many interscholastic games are held after school, a time when stu-
dents have jobs, homework or other sports practices. Away games are
tough to attend when students don’t have a method of transportation—
gnother reason why some sports do not receive much support. Some
people don’t attend because they just don’t care.

Sports like soccer and hockey could be held at night during the
week so more people would be able to attend. Notices or announce-
ments should attract spectators to the games.

No matter what though, students out for sports like golf, hockey,
ennis, cross country and soccer feel that their sports matter too and
want fan support. If the support stops, will the students who go out for
he teams feel cheated?

Be different

C’mon, be different—like everybody else.

Alot of people can’t make up their minds whether they want to fit
In or stand out; however, the two extremes seem to go hand in hand.
In order to be popular, a student must find the perfect blend of going
along with the crowd and being an individual.

But it’s an all-or-nothing game. A student can’t be half individual,
palf carbon copy. Being yourself is not about choosing the convenient
imes to conform with everyone else in the gang.

While students desperately look for their own identities, they often
zive in to the easiest solution—and get lost in the shuffle. But the sim-
blest solution may not be the best thing for the individual. Just because
bne person makes a certain choice doesn’t mean it’s the right choice
for the next guy—or for anyone.

| If more students stood up for their own individuality instead of
laking the easiest way out by caving into peer pressure, there would be
fewer carbon copies running around.

Besides, it’s a lot more daring to be different.
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Athletes have gotten faster stronger

B Equipment,
diets have
impacted on
today’s athletes

by Melissa Moyer

Are athletes today taller,
swifter, stronger than 20 years ago?

“That’s a definite yes,” said
girls’ track coach Charles Yohn,
talking about track records. “Just
look at the times.”

Mr. Yohn, a coach for 17 years,
attributes the improvement in ath-
letics to a number of things, includ-
ing advanced equipment, diet and
training techniques. All-weather
tracks and special shoes for individ-
ual sports have contributed to the
record-breaking times and distances
over the last 20 years. He said that
the diets of concerned athletes are
better today, although diets of kids
in general are worse.

An important development for
track athletes has been the concept
of warming up. Mr. Yohn said that
athletes aren’t injured as often now,
due in part to the amount of stretch-
ing done by today’s athletes.
Twenty years ago athletes didn’t
stretch before their workouts,
according to Mr. Yohn.

Mr. Yohn gave another example
of how athletes have evolved: “We
used to high jump into sawdust.”

Boys’ basketball coach Ralph
Werley said that an important devel-
opment has been that athletes now
have access to film, so they are able
to watch what they do well or poor-

ly on tape.

“Video cameras, cable TV and
VCRs have impacted the teaching
and learning of athletics, particular-
ly basketball,” said Mr. Werley, who
has coached for 21 years.

However, not all changes in
athletics have been improvements.
Mr. Yohn said that a major change
has been the specialization of
today’s athletes. More and more
kids are focusing their energy on
one sport— and then training for
this sport year-round. Mr. Yohn dis-
courages this because he said that
concentrating too much on a single

“There’s more pres-
sure on athletes in
general because of
the amount of press
and the scholarship
money.”

sport often becomes dull and causes
athletes to lose interest and energy.

Football coach Rick Penny-
packer, a coach for almost 20 years,
also said that there are more kids
specializing in sports. He himself
played three sports in high school—
football, basketball and baseball.

“It (specializing in a sport)
doesn’t make them any better,” said
Coach Pennypacker.

He said that, in the past, kids
rarely lifted weights and trained for
football year-round.

Mr. Werley said that the
decrease in three-sport athletes
doesn’t cut down on stars, but on
the number of role players in sports.

“If kids played more sports, all

coaches would be happier,” said Mr.
Werley.

Mr. Werley said that the media
also has an effect on athletics.

“I think there is (more pressure)
because of increased TV and media
coverage of the game,” said Mr.
Werley. “There’s pressure to do
your best when your play is scruti-
nized.”

“There are benefits to being
publicized, but you have to be able
to uphold your end of the bargain,”
said Mr. Pennypacker.

Another pressure in athletics is
the possibility of scholarship
money.

“There’s more pressure on ath-
letes in general because of the
amount of press and the scholarship
money,” said Mr. Yohn. “Some
pressure makes (athletes) exceed
what they are able to do.”

Mr. Pennypacker and Mr.
Werley said that priorities have also
changed, and both cars and jobs
have hurt athletes.

“Unfortunately, a lot of mone-
tary demands are placed on young-
sters these days that were not so
prevalent (20 years ago),” said Mr.
Werley. “Most students work some-
where at a part-time job.”

Mr. Werley said that athletes
who hold down jobs are often
drained between school, sports and
work.

“Kids were left to be 20 years
ago, knowing they’re going to work
the rest of their lives,” said Mr.
Werley. “They grow up too fast
(today), thinking about things that
20 years ago weren’t so common-
place.”

However, Mr Pennypacker said
(Cont. on pg 3, Col. 1)

On the big screen:

‘Father of the Bride, II' may be better than its progenitor

by Katie McCormick

It isn’t very often that a sequel
is as successful as the original
movie. Take, for instance, the huge
success of Home Alone. It is one of
the biggest box office money mak-
ers, yet its followup has not
achieved as much success. In the
case of the movie Father of the
Bride, Part II, the sequel is equal if
not better than the progenitor.

Father of the Bride, Part II
basically picks up where the parent
movie ended. It begins with Steve
Martin introducing a recap of events
that have taken place in his life just

recently. His daughter and son-in-
law, filled with marital bliss,
announce that they are expecting a
child. This throws Martin’s charac-
ter into a loop because he feels he is
too young to be a grandfather. He
basically goes through a mid-life
crisis while trying to make himself
feel younger.

After going through the crisis,
he is then thrown into a bigger loop:
his own wife is pregnant. The rest
of the movie basically deals with
the trials and tribulations of mother
and daughter’s pregnancies and
Martin’s character finally coming to
terms with his situation and accept-

ing it.

Martin does a fine job of being
extremely funny one moment and
dead serious the next. He makes the
character quite believable and con-
vincing. The scenes between Diane
Keaton, his wife in the movie, and
Martin are realistic as well. Martin
Short also appears to reprise his
role as Franc, the multi-occasion
planner who is an ultimate scene
stealer.

Overall, I recommend this pic-
ture. It is a light, carefree comedy
that doesn’t tackle heavy, depress-
ing topics. It is a movie any person
could enjoy.



Students use the Net to stay in touch

B Computers cut
mail, research
time for students

by Jen Houck

The newest and most popular
way of communication today is
through the InterNet. By using the
Net, people all over the world can
communicate through their comput-
ers by way of telephone wires.

|  The most popular function of
the net is E-mail, which stands for
|‘electronic mailbox.” This allows a
person to leave a letter for another
;as if that person was actually
putting it directly into the mailbox.
‘ “I have talked to people all over
he world,” said Russell McCollum,
F PHS senior. “I’ve talked to people

in places like Scotland, England,
Saudi Arabia and all across the
U.S.—places that I wouldn’t nor-
mally be able to talk to.”

“I use the Net to use E-mail and
to just cruise the Net,” said Adam
Iatesta, a junior. “I’ve also used it
for reports.”

There are several adults that
use the Net, also. PHS Principal
Robert Anderson said that he uses it
frequently.

“I use the Net to do research.
I'm currently working on my doc-
torate,” he said. “I just recently
looked into the Washington State
Library by using the Net.”

Another teacher that uses the
InterNet is Mr. David Pugh, who
teaches business education.

“By using the Net, I was able to
get information about the new
Disney Lodge,” Pugh said.

There are several other reasons

that people go on the Internet
besides research. It is possible to
look up just about anything: college
scholarships, magazines, news arti-
cles, ways to meet people and pur-
chase items.

“They have MTV and Disney
on-line,” said Iatesta about what’s
available on the InterNet. “There
are also radio stations,” said Iatesta.

What is the cost to use the
InterNet? It can be pretty expensive.

“I pay a certain amount each
month and then I get a certain
amount of hours free. If you go over
that time, then you have to pay
more,” said senior  Stacey
Mayberry. “Sometimes you don’t
realize just how long you are on it.”

Though the cost of having the
service can be expensive, to many it
is very worthwhile.

“The InterNet is a whole other
world, just be sure not to get lost,”
said latesta.

Btudents have their own ideas about homework

by Sarah Maslayak

When it comes to homework,
students sometimes feel as
swamped as a hippo in quicksand.
Students have many responsi-
bilities, including sports practices,
obs and club meetings. After these,
they only have so much time to
complete all the homework
assigned to them each day.

Some teachers feel that stu-
dents should be spending at least
hree hours a night completing
homework. Students, however, feel

that the three minutes before a class
spent hurriedly scribbling down a
friend’s answers is adequate
enough.

Sometimes, though, the system
fails and, armed and ready, students
have to cruise into class with an
excuse for not doing homework.

“I forgot my book in my lock-
er” is senior Matt Freese’s favorite
excuse.

“I lost it” is freshman Jared
Miller’s favorite excuse. “I try not
to use anything too fancy,” Miller
said, talking about how he handles
the situation when he does not get

by Guy Carter

Amy Grimley, a junior here at
Pottsgrove, has a job many students
would not consider a field of
choice: she works as an apprentice
auctioneer.

Amy works for two compa-
nies: Joseph P. Smalley, Inc. and
(Gail Grimley, Inc.

“You have to go through a
series of steps to become an auc-
tioneer,” said Amy. “First off, you
have to pass a two-hour test in
Harrisburg. Then you have to pay a
$50 fee for your license; finally you

Junior studies to be an auctioneer

have to have 36 auctions to become
a full auctioneer.” Currently, Amy
has 10 auctions under her belt.

Amy has been an apprentice for
nine months.

“I started working for the late
Mr. Thompson as a runner, when
my mom was an apprentice,” said
Amy. “I have been working since I
was 10 years old.”

Amy has been skilled in all
areas of auctioneering, including
clerking, computing, writing and'
running. Amy plans to go to college
and study theater, and after she
“makes it big,” she plans to do
celebrity auctions.

(Cont. from pg 2, Col. 5)

ghat his coaching techniques have
remained the same. He said that
{'kids haven’t changed, but expecta-
tions have changed.”

“I have realized that football is
not the number one priority in every
kid’s life,” said Pennypacker.

Mr. Werley said that basketball
Pplayers are more athletic than bas-
ketball players were 20 years ago,
but less disciplined than those of the
Ipast.

“Skills are much more devel-
pped now, but you can count on
fundamentals being mastered by
players,” said Mr. = Werley.
‘(Athletes) can dunk or shoot much

| |
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Athletes today are faster, better equipped

longer shots now than their prede-
cessors, but fewer players can hit a
high percentage of their free throws
or execute a proper bounce pass.”

Mr. Werley said that, in general,
there is less interest now in wanting
to be role players or just be part of a
team. Some players quit if they
won’t be a standout. He said that the
commitment is not what it was.

Mr. Pennypacker said that, as
an athlete in high school, he never
used alcohol because he was an ath-
lete. But priorities and attitudes
have changed.

Mr. Werley said that the level of
respect for opponents and coaches
has totally changed—and not for the
better. In addition, there’s been a
change in dedication.

People don’t stick with stuff,”
said Mr. Werley. “Times are differ-
ent. 1976 and 1996 are as different
as night and day...athletically and in
our society.”

his homework done, “or else the
teacher won’t believe it.”

Students would not even have
to worry about having good excuses
if they would only do their home-
work. But when talking about why
they do not complete this task, most
students say, “I never feel like doing
it.” Some of them would much
rather spend their time in front of
the refrigerator or the television.

“I'm too busy to do home-
work,” said Mike Burke, a senior.

Sports, team, club work and
social lives take up valuable study
time. Teachers, however, want the
work done and on time.

“When I use an excuse,” said
Freese, “teachers just tell me to
hand the work in later or receive a
zero.”

Falcon asks...

Should snow days be built into the school
calendar, or should days be added on to the
school year when days are missed due to snow?

Jaime Epright, junior: “They should be
built into the school year.”

Nicole Gratti, freshman: “The snow days
should be built into the school year.”

Mr. Ralph Werley, math teacher: “I prefer
that we add the days at the end of the
year, but that graduation be set before
school ever starts so that it doesn’t

move.”

Jennifer Sheller,
sophomore: “There should be snow
days because the seniors are looking
forward to graduation, and then it gets
pushed back.”

Matt Slaymaker, senior: “I think that they
should be built into the calendar
because our summer is shortened, and I
don’t want to stay any longer than I
have to.”

Jackie Pinchok, senior: “I think they
should be built into the calendar. It
would eliminate a lot of the problems
that we have making up the snow days
at the end of the year.”

Sophomores have rough time choosing Winter Ball Court

by Kelly Krause

The Sophomore Class is spon-
soring the Winter Ball, to be held
Feb. 16, 1996, and the class had a
rough time deciding who would be
on the court.

A sophomore executive council
meeting was held Tuesday, Dec. 12,
about electing the Winter Ball
Court. One change in the decision
for candidates is that there is now a
set of requirements each person has
to live up to.

“You have to be in at least three
activities, can’t be failing any class-
es and you have to have above a C
average in citizenship,” said sopho-
more Sarah Maslayak. “A lot of
people who would be chosen aren’t
good representatives of the
Sophomore Class.”

Sophomore executive council
member Natalie Scherer had differ-
ent feelings.

“I just didn’t think it would be
fair for students that have a majori-
ty of A’s and B’s and have maybe
one C in citizenship,” she said. “We
then discussed this at the meeting
and decided certain exceptions
could be made.”

Sophomore Class President
Karen Ward also thought that the
criteria was “good.” “I agree with
it,” she said.

The requirements for the candi-
dacy were changed because it was
all thought of as a popularity con-
test. “It is (a popularity contest), but
it shouldn’t be,” said Kelly Yeager,

a sophomore. “The Winter Ball
Court should consist of people who
deserve to be chosen, not just the
‘popular’ people.”

“If you look at past Winter Ball
Courts, it seems that just the popu-
lar people won,” Rebecca Royer
said.

“You’ve got to make it more
than a popularity contest,”
Maslayak said.

“You have to draw the line
somewhere,” Lion said.

At the executive council meet-
ing, cries of “revote” were heard
when the final restrictions were
read.

“Maybe the people who were
upset at the meeting are the people
who don’t meet the criteria and
want to be on the court,” Yeager
said.

“It’s a tough position to be in,”
said Ward about being on executive
council, “but you have to realize
you can’t please everyone.”

Riding the bus has a few good points

by Shannon Shulby

Most students groan when the
topic of how one gets to school is
brought up. This is because the
most common method of trans-
portation is the school bus.

Most people think of riding the
bus as a torturous experience, but
not everyone feels that way. “I like
riding the bus because I like being
with my friends,” said sophomore
Kiley Sharpe about her daily expe-
rience on the bus.

Riding the bus can be similar
to watching a talk show at times.

“When I ride the bus, I get to
hear all the latest gossip,” said
sophomore Kelly Krause.

Students with cars are usually
at an advantage because they don’t
have to worry about time as much
as people who depend on the bus
for transportation.

“I drive to school because I
have my own car,” said junior Kelly
Thomas talking about how she gets
to school. “It’s better because I can
leave whenever I want.”

Many students who don’t drive
look to their parents for a ride for
the same reason.

“My mom brings me to school
in the morning so I can get up
later,” said Heather Riker, a sopho-
more.

Riding the bus and driving are
not the only two ways to get to
school. There are several other
alternatives such as rollerblading or
riding the ever-so-famous bicycle.

There are certain advantages to
each of the ways students can get to
school. If a student does not take
the bus, he can leave the house
whenever he wants. He doesn’t
have to worry about waiting at the
bus stop and has extra time in the
morning,.



Math teacher makes national presentations to other teachers

B Conferences
have impacted on
teacher’s skills

by Amy Richards

PHS geometry teacher Mrs.
Barbara Eschbach last April was
offered the chance to become a bet-
ter teacher.

After presenting a one-and-a
{half-hour workshop at the National

{Council of Teachers of Mathematics
[(NCTM) conference in Boston,
{Mrs. Eschbach returned home not
{realizing the impact she had made.

In the audience at the confer-
ence was a representative for the
Institute for Educational Devel-
opment. Soon after, he contacted
Mrs. Eschbach and offered her a job

traveling and giving seminars. She
accepted and since then has been
working harder than ever.

“While preparing to do these
seminars, [ have purchased lots of
materials and done a lot of reading,”
said Mrs. Eschbach. “I have tried
different things with my classes that
I now do with my seminar.”

Mrs. Eschbach made presenta-
tions to teachers in Cleveland, OH,
and Chicago, IL, on Nov. 20 and 21.
She also made presentations in
Greensboro, NC, and Richmond,
VA, on Jan. 8 and 9.

Mrs. Eschbach arrives at the
city the night before her presenta-
tion and checks in at her hotel. She
presents her seminar the next day
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. and then
travels to the next city or returns
home. Basically, all she sees of each
city is the hotel and the airport.

The seminar is entitled

“Strengthening Your Geometry
Program: Ideas, Strategies and
Hands-On Activities,” which is
intended for use in grades 7-12.

“The ideas I share are mostly
cost-free activities that (the teach-
ers) can go home with and immedi-
ately use in their classroom,” said
Mrs. Eschbach about how the semi-
nar benefits other teachers.

Mrs. Eschbach had to write a
handbook, which she distributes to
everyone who attends her presenta-
tion, before giving her first seminar,
which includes “practical, class-
room proven geometry activities,
project ideas, model materials and
timesaving classroom tips,” accord-
ing to a brochure that advertises her
seminar.

“Presenting seminars has
impacted my teaching 100 percent. I
am constantly reevaluating the
activities I've always used and try-

| 326-4511

by Crystal Ehlinger

There has been a controversy
over the idea of installing a traffic
light at the intersection of Route
100 and State Road. This intersec-
tion has been the scene of a number
of accidents, some of them fatal.

On Monday, Jan. 22, there was
an Upper Pottsgrove township
meeting concerning the light issue.
The township’s board members
voted to mail a formal document to
Pennsylvania’s Department of
Transportation (PennDOT), voicing
their concern about the dangerous
intersection. '

Debbi Borger, a senior who
took the light matter into her own
hands, said, “I was surprised at the
support given by the community.”

Borger was offered free flyers
and given donations toward sup-
plies from complete strangers, who
support the idea of installing a traf-
fic light.

Before the light can be erected,
PennDOT must survey the area and
clock the number of cars that pass
through the intersection. If that
number exceeds the requirements,
permission will be given.

The only barrier that would put

a hindrance on the much-needed
light is the cost, which is approxi-
mately $50,000.

To help defray the cost, Mr.
Peter Manfredi, owner of the Stowe
Ski Shop, which is located at the
intersection, offered $10,000 to the
township.

“Our trucks cross the intersec-
tion all summer long,” said Mr
Manfredi, giving his reason for the
donation.

The rest of the funds will be
raised by the community through
various fundraisers and benefits.

An outpouring of support from
the community has been shown by
the 522 names signed on a
Saturday-morning petition. The
Mercury ran “Light of Life”
coupons for people to sign and send
in showing that they are in favor of
the idea. So far 1200 coupons have

Controversy continues over whether or not to install traffic Iight

pened, a light is a good idea,” said
Tim Murray, a senior who lives
about 200 feet from the intersection.
“It’ll also save time trying to cross
the intersection.”

DR. MARTIN RAWDIN
OPTOMETRIST

1630 HIGH STREET, POTTSTOWN
323-8007

ing new ones,” said Mrs. Eschbach,
who also attends conferences her-
self. “It has rejuvenated my love for
teaching.”
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A Pottsgrove tradition: Besides being a day out of classes,

Color Day promotes school spirit and

unity. “It was fun participating in a winning event, even though we lost Color Day,” said sophomore Natalie
Scherer, who participated in the sit-up contest last year. Also pictured are sophomore Jen Uliman and Ms.

Ruth Guenther.
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For All Occasions
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B Today’s events
will follow theme
of anniversary

By Amy Richards

An oldie but goodie: for the past
40 years, PHS has continued the
time-honored tradition of Color
Day. Some things have changed,
but the expression of school spirit
has remained the same.

On Color Day in 1975, the first
annual parade of school organiza-
tions and activities was held, which
is when each club parades around
the auditorium. This was stopped
several years ago, but to bring back
memories of Pottsgrove’s earlier
years, it may return.

“We are investigating the parade
of colors held in the past,” said Vice
Principal Joyce Wishart, who is in
charge of planning Color Day.

This year’s Color Day focuses
on the fortieth anniversary of the
school district, and the theme will
be “Remembering Our Past, and
Reaching to the Future.”

In the morning, students will
proceed to the auditorium where
they will hear speeches by the can-
didates as well as from a former
Color Day winner who will return
to his alma mater. The band will

Color u_m< tradition continues

perform under the direction of Mr.
Darrell Weyman.

To qualify for the Color Day
award, certain conditions must be
taken into consideration, according
to Miss Wishart. First, the student
must be active in two activities for
two years and have completed the
obligations for their activities. The
student must also maintain an aver-
age of 77 percent or higher and
have a B in citizenship in order to
be eligible.

“The criteria was designed so
that it would not be a popularity
contest,” said Miss Wishart. “The
GPA was lowered so that average
students who were active could be
elected by their classmates.”

After listening to the speeches,
the classes will divide and proceed
to other activities. One group will
remain in the auditorium to hear the
Color Day band perform. Mr. John
Shantz, Mr. Sandi Turner, Mr.
Frank Scaltrito and Mr. Tom
Bannister will be performing the
song “Low Rider” by War. There
will be four other performances
done by students doing numbers
ranging from Hootie and the
Blowfish to Phish.

“Last year there was one big
group and either the drummer or
guitarist changed,” said Mr. Shantz,
who along with Mr. Turner is in
charge of the musical performances.

S AT A

610-469-0828

Route 100, Pottstown
(1/2 Mile North of Rte 23)

_oe3to,
Mordigece 3
SBidal Hocwe

—— Y
(PG
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AGNES EDMUNDS
BRIDAL & FORMALS
318 High Street, Pottstown 323-6712

MENS FORMAL WEAR
315 High Street, Pottstown 323-6770
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District plans to celebrate its fortieth anniversary

by Crystal Ehlinger

This school year marks the for-
tieth anniversary of the Pottsgrove
School District, the cause of much
celebration.

“It (the 40th anniversary) is not
the 25th and it won’t be what the
50th will be, but it’s the fourth
decade of the Pottsgrove School
District,” said Mr. Joseph Bender,
chairman of the celebration com-
mittee and assistant superintendent.

$15.00 OFF
A )I . } e )
Store Hours

Tue-Fri 12-8
Sat 10-5

$20.00 OFF

PROM GOWNS o PROM TUXEDOS

Offer good with this ad only. Expires May 1, 1996 Not valid with
any other offer. Offer good on selected Prom Tuxedos only.

“We want to draw attention (to the
schools).”

Along with Mr. Bender, 34
other members of the celebration
committee have been working on
the preparations of up-coming
events.

Hats and t-shirts have been on
sale to promote the school.

On March 22, a banquet will
be held at Sunnybrook for the alum-
ni, current teachers, students and
anyone in the district who wishes to
join in on the celebration. Ticket
sales are being announced in the
Mercury for anyone interested in
attending the banquet.

“The banquet is to bring atten-
tion to the anniversary and to bring

people together, said Mr. Bender.

On the evenings of March 18,
19 and 25, concerts will be held,
featuring the chorus, orchestra and
band from the elementary, interme-
diate and high schools.

On May 11, the high school
will be open to the community with
exhibits about the school district.

All people on the planning
committee are volunteers represent-
ing different areas of the school dis-
trict: teachers (past and present),
citizens of the community, school
officials, etc.

“It’s nice being on a committee
where everyone is a volunteer,” Mr.
Bender said. “They’re people who
want to be there.”

Science Club members help the community

by Crystal Ehlinger

The Science Club, like the Key
Club, is made up of do-gooders for
the community.

For the spring the club mem-
bers will be volunteering their time
to pick up trash along Charlotte
Street. Each year the club makes it a
point to pick up trash twice in the
fall and twice in the spring. Due to
parking and traffic along the street,
the club goes out on Sunday morn-
ings for two to three hours.

Other than trash pick-up, the
club takes wvarious day trips.
Upcoming trips include a geology

trip, a day canoe trip and a trip to a
planetarium and observatory.
Science Club consists of 71 mem-
bers and two advisors, Mr. Gary
Christ and Mr. Robert Devlin.

“Any ideas for trips come from
the students,” said Mr. Christ. “We
(he and Mr. Devlin) are just the
advisors.”

The costs of the trips are paid
for by the students and from the
club’s account.

“Science Club doesn’t run any
candy sales or anything like that—
they’re a pain,” said Mr. Christ.

The club visited Washington,
D.C., on Nov. 8. The cost was $20
to visit the different Smithsonians.

JACK O’
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Preparing for district playoffs: Senior Christy Hammaker leads

the girls’ basketball team in scoring, with an average of 20 points per
game, despite playing late-season games with a knee injury. The reg-
ular season ended on Tuesday night.

Falcons deal with team injuries

B Basketball team
grabs trophy at
holiday tournament

by Jennifer Houck

The boys’ basketball team has
had an up and down season. A
downer for the team was the in-
juries; players who were injured
include Justin Harper, Jermaine
Thaxton and Chris Patton.

“Justin Harper was a major
contributor,” said Mr. Ralph
Werley, basketball coach and math
teacher at PHS. “He hasn’t played
since injuring his knee on Nov. 30.
He will return next year.”

“I enjoyed the experience of
watching my teammates out on the
floor,” said Harper.

Both Thaxton and Patton also
had injuries to part of the leg.

“The injuries have hampered us
for weeks at a time,” said Mr.

Werley.

The season was not all bad
though. There were many surprises.

“Jim Cerminaro had not played
basketball for two years,” said Mr.
Werley, “but he won a starting posi-
tion within a week. From that we
received an excellent contribution.”

“The best part of the season for
me was beating Pottstown,” said
Cerminaro.

“Also, nobody expected Mike
Burke to improve as dramatically
from a lack-luster junior campaign
to a stellar season,” said Mr. Werley.

“It was a learning experience. I
tried to slow up this year,” Burke
said. “I practiced and developed a
really good outside shot. My
favorite was beating Pottstown for
the first time in 10 years. I am going
to miss not making the Final Four.
My goal is to play in college.”

Matt Slaymaker, another senior
on the team, also had something
positive to say about the team.

“We really played together,”

Slaymaker said. “It wasn’t like I
thought it would be, but we did
well. We won the Christmas tourna-
ment because we played as a team.”

The team won the Christmas
tournament for the first time in four
years against Schuylkill Valley with
a score of 80-63 and Tulpehocken,
65-60.

“We had a very successful sea-
son. We were very competitive. We
beat some good teams,” said Mr.
Werley. “We were a difficult oppo-
nent for our competitors.”

There are several lessons that
are taught along with basketball
technique.

“We teach them dedication and
teamwork,” said Mr. Werley. “The
team learned from competing. We
point out similarities on the court
that would also apply in life.”

Tonight is the last game for the
team before they go to Districts.
The game is at home against
Perkiomen Valley and will start at
6:15 p.m.

Lady Falcons

by Guy Carter

The Pottsgrove Lady Falcons
ended the month of January with an
impressive record of 10-2. Although
they had a pretty good record, a big
downer of the season was when
they lost senior Jill Trout due to a
serious knee injury.

“The team was there for me,”
said Trout. “We’re all so close. We

New wrestling coach has his back against the wall

by Melissa Moyer

For a while it looked as though
Pottsgrove was not going to have a
wrestling team. But all it took was
for people to stand up and show
some support. Now Pottsgrove has
a new coach and is committed to the
wrestling program.

Coach Jeffrey Kollar came here
this year from Spring-Ford where
he was the head coach at the junior
high level for five years. He said
that he had no reason to leave
except that he wanted to have his
own program. He doesn’t regret his
move for a second.

“(At the high school level), you
can leave impressions on a kid that
will last a lifetime and that’s why I
{want to be up here,” said Coach
| Kollar.

He also said that it’s more impor-
{tant for his wrestlers to be good
i people than wrestlers.

“I don’t worry about what other
teams do,” said Coach Kollar. “I
| worry about what we do.”

During most of the season, the
{team had to forfeit only the heavy-

weight class—quite an accomplish-
ment for a team that got off to such
| a shaky beginning.

Coach Kollar said that he is still
trying to figure out what success is.
Also, he is not constantly worried
about the number of members on
his team as much as some other
coaches.

“I don’t even know what success
is,” said Coach Kollar. “I don’t
worry about the numbers too much.

However, he also said that he
hopes he will gain some more
wrestlers in the future.

Coach Kollar said that there’s a
saying about your back being up
against a wall. He said that his back
is “through the wall.” However, he
thrives on the opportunity to work
with the kids here.

“I plan on dying here,” said

Coach Kollar. “I like the challenge
that much. The cloud can’t get any

darker.”

Junior Troy Vogt, who wrestled
at 119 Ibs., spent the regular season
undefeated. Also, freshman Brian
Saylor, after dropping down to the
103 1b. weight class, beat one of the
best wrestlers in this category.
However, Coach Kollar said all the
members of the team are equal in
importance.

The Falcons take on Faith
Christian and Perkiomen School
tonight at Faith Christian.

played summer league and other
pick-up games. We were well pre-
pared for the season.” Trout also
said that she was really disappoint-
ed about her season but still plans to
play ball in college.

The Lady Falcons surprised
other teams with their teamwork,
dedication and desire to win.

“I think after Jill’s injury we
stepped up our play a notch and
played better than most expected,”
said senior Christy Hammaker, a
guard, in late January. “Hopefully,
with our hard work we will make
the Final Four.”

“I’m pleased that the girls did a
lot better than people thought,”
Trout said. “People lost respect, but
the team stepped up and showed
those people up.”

The Lady Falcons earned a berth

get ready for post-season play

to Districts. With their hard work
and dedication, they should have no
problem making it to the semi-finals
for States.

The Lady Falcons ended their
regular season play Tuesday
evening in an away game with
Perkiomen Valley.

Greater Pottstown
Podiatry Associates, P.C.
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