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Technical School Offers Yocational Students Instructed Many
Unique Trade Curriculum Functions, Report Gard Processing

In the fall semester of 1967 the
Western Montgomery County Vo-
- cational School opened in Limerick.
‘Since that time it has offered a
curriculum much different fthan
that of the usual academie high
school to students from the Pottg-
grove, St. Pius, Spring-Ford, and
Upper Perkiomen school districts.
Thisz school presently has an en-
rollment of 502 pupils for whom it
is providing practical training in
fourteen specialized fields. Be-
cause many people know very little
about this fine and very necessary
institution, the Falcon is presenting
this extra issue to describe the vo-
cational schoel and its various ac-
tivities.

The 123 Pottsgrove students who
attend the  Vocation-Technical
Sehool during half of each day had
to meet certain requirements before
they were permitted to enter their
chosen courses. Onee enrolled in
the course the student must main-
tain a ‘good average' if he is to
remain. '

Learn by Doing

To gain a broader knowledge of
their trade, students in various de-
partments participate in a cooper-
ative work program. Under this
program pupils spend time working
at a job related to their trade
rather than attending the wvoca-
tional school. The school places
the student in this job and checks
regularly to insure that he gains
an education from it. The employ-
er agrees to give the pupil oppor-
tunities to learn various phases of
the trade and assists the teacher in
making an honest appraisal of the
student’s performance.

Machines Put to Use
In Vo-Tech Class

The course in machine trades,
which consists of forty-four stu-
dents, is taught by Mr. John Krus-
The course prepares the
students for specific jobs in com-
panies. There are five bagic occu-
pations for which they are trained.
These are machine operators, ma-

zewski,

Hard Working Data Processing Students

Three Year Electronics Tech Course
SharpensKnowledge For Future Use

Electronics Technology, one of the jobs of the future, has a variety
of opportunities that can be obtained after leaving the Vo-Tech School.
In this course, which is instructed by Mr. Binder, the subject matter is
technolegy in electronics, and not merely how to assemble radios and tele-
vigion sets. :

A full course in Electronics usually lasts for three vears. but if a

In this department report cards
are done for Spring-Ford, Upper
Perkiomen, St. Pius, and Potis-
grove. This is the Data Process-
ing unit, with Mr. Kulp instructing
the first year students and Mr.
Reinecki and assistant Karen En-

. gle teaching the junjors and sen-

jors. Students enter this course
with some apprehension but soon
shed it. Students that are enter-
ing should have some ability of
mechanics for operating the card
punch and card verifying machine,
and if something would oceur to the
machine, the student could gener-
ally tell what is mot functioning
properly. Mathematics is also an
important ingredient in Data Pro-
cessing,

First year students take geom-
etry, and juniors and seniors take
trigonometry and physies. Book-
keeping and typing are done to get
a better foundation in usihg the
card punching machines.

Tests which are given are very
similar in 1st and 2nd year grades.
Jobs are given on the card punch- |
ine machines and 2nd vear stu- -



Experienced ‘Teachers

Vocational teachers must have
aix years practical experience in
their trade before they can qualify
However, even this
valuable experience iz not enough
to satisfy the state’s high stan-
dards, and therefore, these teach-

as teachers.

ers must earn sixty academic col-
lege credits within a maximum of
ten years, Upon completion of
their college training these voca-
tiopal teachers receive the equiva-
]eniﬁi-of a bachelor’s degree.

‘when they graduate.

Chine maintenance, all-round ma-
chinists, toolmakers, and tool and
die makers. The students are qual-
ified to become machine operators
An appren-
ticeship is reguired to become
skilled in the other four oecupa-
tions.

The students make many of their
own tools in this class that are not
only useful to them in the future
but also save them money. The

machine shop is a very useful de-
partment at the school, for it de-
velops parts for other departments.

Sawdust Students Hammer
Out Constructive Skills

Carpentry and Building Trades are taught by Mr. William Rupell.
Spanning across three years, this course involves 20 hoys in the morning
and 18 in the afternoon, The first year basic skills are taught; during the
secohd year they learn the use of electric machines, and in the third year,
students become foremen or work on large projects.

These ambitious students have
done repair work and remodeling
throughout the school and have
even construected buildings to aid
other departments. Some of these
projects include the building of a
wall for the data processing room;
the production of racks for distrib-

utive education; the construection of:

a slat house for horticulture; a barn
built for agriculture; and a tool
crib produced for the aufto body
shop.

When these students graduate,
they can either take an apprentice-
ship course or get a job with a
contractor. The gkills learned at
Vocational-Technical school will
enable them 0 become productive
individuals, using their own initia-
tive to gain & comfortable position
in a community.

Contemporary Metods Taught
In Yo-Tech Agriculture Dept.

Those who gradvate from the
Limerick Vocational - Technical
school and work in agriculture will
have a very good background into
the practical,
viewpoint,

vet contemporary

Lecture and Groundwork

Time is allotted for lectures on
certain days in the agriculture de-
partment. The other days are for
learning what is needed when work-
ing with the earth and growing
different plants. The eclass uses
the beet of equipment made possi-
ble by the school.

fidence in the students.

talented student can progiess adequately, he may do it at his own speed.
Much of the material is practical with a first year emphasis on theory and
the last two years are concerned with practicum.

Course Objectives

In the field of electronics technology, course objectives wary.

Most

important is to provide the student with the knowledge and skills that will

prepare him for the future.
attitude and understanding for em-
ployer-employee relationships. It
develops a sense of pride and con-
Future
technicians are taught good work
and study habits and encourages
them to work on their own with
safety precautions.

The Vo-Tech School with its ad-
vanced machinery has one of the
best equipped electronics labs
which surpasses many college labs
in this area in this field. Mr. Bin-
der applies the “honesty system” in
his classroom. Pupils are free to
study as they please using the
equipment at their disposal.

Sparks Jump
At Welders

Mr. Flynn, the teacher of a class
of prospective weldets, iy in the
process of training thirty-five boys
through the use of theory and prac-
tice. First year students do prac-
tice exercises from their textbooks,
but second and third year pupils
design original projects,

Tools of the Trade

Many machines, such as grind-
ers, electrodes, and cutting torches
fill the room, Work clothes, pro-
tective glasses, and a strange look-
ing helmet are necessary for pro-
tection from sparks or dangerous
ultra-violet rays.

Mr. Flynn’s only goal is to pro-
duce first class welders. Because
each student completes exercises at
his own rate, competition s
frowned .upon. The trust between
teacher and student is evident as
Mr, Flynn prepares hiz welding
class for future employment.

This course should develop in the students an

All equipment which is broken in
use is repaired in the shop. This
gives the students a chance to re-
pair the equipment with which they
work. Often the equipment is
bought in kits, and students as-
semble it in class. All machines
are fixed and never replaced.

Asg for report cards, Mr. Binder
grades on the knowledge of subject
matter, practical application and
effort applied during class. Once a
student leaves the Vo-Tech School
many areas of work are offered fo
him in trade schools and commun-
ity ahd state colleges. In these
colleges, students may enter spe-
eific courses, such as programming
and technology. In addition they
may acquire a position in a cor-
poration.

dents do work on the computer.
Important Procedure

Making report eards is an im-
portant process. First, the data is
gathered from home school and is
typed on special computer forms.
Second, the reproducer types the
students homeroom and grade on
the cards; then the cards go
through the selector and put inte
grades and homercoms. Third, the
cards are put into a machine and
here the names of the students are
punched onto the cards. Fourth,
the cards are put into the Univac
9200 (Computer) and the grades
are computed.

Karen Engle, who had graduated
from the Vo-Tech school last year,
was hired by the school to assist
the instructor and to do the report
cards. XKaren works all the lab-
equipment,

Studentz can graduate from the
school, and if they had three years
of data processing, they could be-
come key punchers in industry.

Varied Courses Taught

Agriculture ........cc.ciiiiiiiinna,
Audio-Visual .......oovviinvnnn .
Auto Body Mechanies .............
Auto Mechanics .......cvinvnivrnes
Building- Trades .........civieennn

........................

By Vo-Tech Teachers

...... ve-iisiissin.. Mr. Michelone
................ veeor. Mr. Thomas

Mr. Kiesel
Mr. Bradley
Mr. Rupell

CoSMetolOEY & oivr ettt in e raa b s s Mr. Krempasky
Data Processing ........ccvievuivnens e ererae e e Mr. Kulp
Desigh Technology . .v.vvieiiriinereaarrrarrsiiesarnaien Mr. Pastelak
Distributive Edueation .......cooiiiiiiniiiinerannnn, Miszs Landes
Electricity .....coovvvvevnnnnn e eeeatetraeie et Mr. Lloyd
Electronies ....covvivvrenvanrieas Crearaes et ieeeiiereans Mr, Binder

Horticulture-Floriculture ..........
Machine Trade ............. e

. Mr. Mutschler

...... Mr. Kruszewski
e enanerieenreat e Mr. Flynn
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~ AUTO BODIES DONE
. BY VO-TECH BOYS

‘When entering the Auto Body
shop at the Vo-Tech school, one
might be confronted by fifteen
shabbily dressed boys, climbing on
three old cars. Don’t be surprised!
This is the way the class is sup-
posed to be.

The classes last three hours a
day, and are usually divided into
two parts, The first hour is a lec-
ture, and the remaining time is
used for the boys to practice what
they have learned. There is a very
comfortable atmosphere hetween
the teacher, Mr. Kiesel, and the
students.

The course lasts for three years.
In the last semester of the third
year, if the student is qualified, he
may get a job at a local body shop.
Now. this becomes his school, and
he is not required to attend the
Vo-Tech School

COMMUNICATION MEDIA
STUDIED IN LIMERICK

One of the courses offered by the
Western Montgomery Vocational
Technical Schoel is completely uv-
nique. Audio-Visual Communica-
tions Technology, taught by Mr.
Willard D. Thomas is the only
course of its type offered on a high
school level in the entire nation.

At the present time, there is a
total of thirty-seven students en-
rolled in this eourse which traing a
student in graphic arts, audio-vis-
ual projection, photography, dark-
room techniques, the processing of
mierofilm, television production,
and motion picture production. The

A Glimpse at an Audio-Visual Class.

equipment available for the stu-
dent’s use in thiz area i& valued at
$150,000. After completing this
course, a student can choose a job
in one of the many related fields.

Unique Studies

Upon entering this department,
one encounters a world completely
foreign to that of the usual aca-
demic curriculum. These rTooms
contain equipment for developing,
drying, and enlarging photographs
and making microfilm and trans-
parencies. Here, a televigion show
could be filmed and printing can be
done. Having explored each of
these various phases of communica-
tions, a student may develop a spe-
cial interest in one particular area.
In his senior year the pupil is giv-
en an opportunity to specialize in
this particular field and thus bet-
ter prepare himself for his chosen
career. After graduating from
this course, many of the students

-will continue their edueation in

post high school, technical schools
or college.

Pupils Operate “Corner House™:
Exponience and Pleasune (ombined

Everyone is directly or indirectly involved in merchandising or retail-
ing. Distributive education gives the student the basic fundamentals of
advertising and displaying of merchandise,

The D. E. course is divided into two categories, tenth grade'and com-

bined eleventh and twelfth grades.

Mr. Whyte iz in charge of the tenth

grade course in which the students learn how to make displays, take inven-
tory, and learn about stock and retail sales. They run the school store,

NEW COURSE WILL SPARK
ELECTRICAL

Electrical work is a new voca-
tion at the techmical school this
year. Although this is only the
first year, the curriculum is well
arranged, The classes consigt most-
l¥ of juniors and sophomores. The
sophomores are the only ones able
to complete three full years because
at the present time there ig only
enough equipment for the first year

T L o LA AT T o e

INTERESTS

The teacher, Mr. Lloyd, has set
his daily schedule of thirty minutes
for theory or booklearning, and the
remaining part of the class time is
used for applying what has been
learned by means of experimenting.
The system in the shop is similar to
that of a professional shop. Al-
ternately, one student is the fore-
man, supervising all the work,

O U . S

PR TR T

the corner house, which is open ev-
ery Monday through Saturday, nine
to five.

The eleventh and twelfth grade
class do advanced work with stocks,
inventory, retailing, merchandising,
and window displays in front of
the store. Miss Landes, the in-
struetor of this group, brings
clothes from corner house to be
criticized and evaluated. The pur-
pose of this activity is to help the
corner house decide upon the best
type of clothing to manufacture
that are appealing to today’s young
generation.



TPollowing the patterns of the
other divided classrooms, the ma-
jority of students in the Floricul-
ture classes maintain employment
outeide of the school. The outside
employment helps to enhance the
learning received while in school.

Turf building, floral arrange-
ment, nursery work, and many oth-
er courses are taught. Recently a
glat house was built by the car-
pentry shop for the storage of
ghrubbery.

Qtudents Iave Greatest Responsi-
bility

The greenhouse provided by the

Three-Year Course
Teaches Design Tech

Design Technology is 2 three
year course involving mechaniecal
drawing, architectural drawing, and
machine design., First year stu-
dents study basie mechanical draw-
ing, and second year students have
a second year course of mechanical
drawing, while third year students
continve either in machine designs
or architectural drawing. In most
cases college is considered after
Vo-Tech training, but it isn’t man-
datory.

Mr. Pastelak, director of the
course, urges students to become
involved in Vo-Tech, because these
courses slmulate the actual occu-
pation as accurately as possible.

So far in this course, they have
drawn the layouts for a barn and
a garage, wWhich are now being con-
structed.

Within each three hour period,
they advance their knowledge and
add to their chances for obtaining
better occupations.

ioers, Trees Bloom
AbundantlyatVo-Tech

vocational school is entirely eared
for by the students. At Christmas,
poinsettia and carnations were
grown and sold by the class. Care-
ful control of lighting and temper-
ature allowed the flowers to bloom
in red and white.

In the future, the elass will par-
take in the Philadelphia Flower
Show to be held at the Civie Cen-
ter.

Boys Are PrEiJaring
For Future Careers

The development of desirable
work habits and proper attitudes
plays a major part in the training
of Automotive Mechanics; thege
values are continually stressed
throughout the course. Students
enrolled in this course must follow
all shop saféty procedures. Each
student must wear safety glasses
at all times.

At the end of the school term,
they will be given a final examina-
tion on the material covered during
the year. The sophomore clags runs
the gas station which is open %o
the public.

In the second year, major infor-
mation is covered, such as electrical
work, suspension and ehassis. The
third is a review of the first and
gecond years, but the students work
on different cars and ftrucks donat-
ed by different companies, The
work they do iz mostly done on
their own. Ninety-five per cent of
the cars that the seniors service
belong to the faculty.

are seniors, there will be an entire
three year course,

)
GIRLS!
Don't be left out in the cold, get
your warm fall and winter wearing
apparel at the Distributive Ed.
Store. Items priced less. The

store is an extension to the Corner
House of Quakertown. Sece their
great values any time Monday
through Saturday from 9:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m.

Come on all you jalopy owners.
Run, push or tow your jalopy, but
do anything to get it to the Vo-
Tech Gas Station for a lubrieation,
oil change, or just to gas it up.
Hours are Monday through Friday
8:30 to 11:00 and 11:45 to 2:30.

ment. )

The important factors stressed
at all times are general safety and
safety procedures in using electri-
cal appliances. Mr. Lloyd believes
that in addition do many other
qualifications, an electrician must
have a mathematic ability.

HEY GALS!!

The Cosmetology Clinic has a
program where you girls can get
your hair refixed on Wednesdays.
Permanent waves and hair coloring
are done Thursday and Friday.
Hair washing, seiting, and styling
are done.

So get your head fto the elinic
for a superb job., Appointments:
8:30, 9:15, 12:00, 12:45 Wednesday,
Thursday, and Friday.

After 1250 Hours,
A Career For Life

Twelve hundred and fifty hours
of cosmetology at the vocational
school would allow a student to
take the state board examination
and -be a licensed hairdresser.
Three years at the school are equal
to the necessary 1250 hours.

Work Done on Each Other

Before the students are allowed
to work on the patrons who enter
the school’s shop they must be sec-
ond year students who have had
experience by working on manne-
guins and each other. By the time
the state examination is taken, all
of the students are well-instrueted
in the area of cosmetology.

Various Phases Explored

Students enrolled on the Cosme-
tology course under the instruetion
of Mr. Andrew Krempasky study
manicuring, faclials, the structure
of the head, diseases of the scalp
and hair, and various other aspects
of the business in addition to the
processes more commonly associal-
ed with hairdressing.
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