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Individual Arts Assessment Pathway (IAAP)

+ 1 graduation 
pathway option

Locally determined 
three-unit sequence 
in the arts

Based on 
student interests

Demonstration 
of growth over 
time

Aligned to the High 
School II 
Accomplished 
Performance 
Indicators

Preparation for 
future 
experiences and 
opportunities in 
the arts!



Individual Arts Assessment Pathway Pilot 
for Approved Pilot Schools

 25 School districts and 48 
schools

Dutchess County BOCES 
piloting at their alternative 
high school

2022-2023 enrollment is a 
diverse group of 1140 9th

graders

Individual Arts Assessment 
Pathway Three-year Pilot 

2022-2025 AY
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Individual Arts Assessment Pathway and 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

The Individual Arts 
Assessment Pathway 
(IAAP) provides an example 
of a portfolio based local 
assessment driven by 
student interest and 
teachers’ content 
knowledge and expertise. 

NYSED Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 4

http://www.nysed.gov/diversity-equity-inclusion


How is the IAAP achieved?
 3 units of study (or 

the equivalent) in the 
Arts

 Locally graded 
portfolio containing 
all discipline specific 
mandatory elements 
that demonstrates 
students' attainment 
of the Learning 
Standards for the 
Arts at the HS II 
Accomplished Level

Third Unit of Study (Elective)
2-3 creative works

Evidence of feedback/artistic process
Final portfolio: collection of 5-6 creative 

works along with over time measures

Second Unit of Study (Elective)
2-3 creative works

Evidence of feedback/artistic process Select Portfolio

First Unit of Study (Foundation/Diploma Credit) 

One creative work Working Portfolio
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http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/1001-definitions#:%7E:text=Unit%20of%20study%20means%20at,school%20year%2C%20or%20the%20equivalent.
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/arts-standards-implementation-resources


IAAP Sequences

NYSED Guidance Arts Flowcharts

Guidance Arts sequences 
are available on the 
NYSED Arts webpage. 
These flowcharts are 
guidance and suggest 
possible course 
progressions and do not 
include all possibilities. 
Additional sequence 
examples are forthcoming 
as the pilot continues
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http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/arts-course-flowcharts


Portfolio Mandatory Requirements
Mandatory 
portfolio elements 
come from the HS 
II performance 
indicators in the 
learning standards. 
Anchor standards 
are listed with each 
mandatory 
element.

Visual and Media Arts IAAP Implementation Guide 7

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/visual-and-media-arts-iaap-implementation-guide.pdf


The Learning Standards for the Arts are organized in four Processes

Creating
Conceiving and 

developing 
new artistic 

ideas 
and work 

Performing/Presenting/
Producing

Realizing artistic 
ideas and work 

through 
interpretation and 

presentation

Responding

Understanding 
and evaluating 
how the arts 

convey 
meaning

Connecting

Relating artistic 
ideas and work 
with personal 
meaning and 

external context

Cr Pr Re Cn

Learning Standards for the Arts: Four Processes
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The 4 Processes are divided into 11 Anchor Standards shared by all 5 Arts Disciplines 

Creating

1. Generate and 
conceptualize artistic 
ideas and work. 

2. Organize and 
develop artistic ideas 
and work. 

3. Refine and complete 
artistic work.

Performing/Presenting/
Producing

4. Select, analyze, and 
interpret artistic work 
for presentation. 

5. Develop and refine 
artistic techniques 
and work for 
presentation. 

6. Convey meaning 
through the 
presentation of 
artistic work.

Responding

7. Perceive and 
analyze artistic work. 

8. Interpret meaning in 
artistic work. 

9. Apply criteria to 
evaluate artistic 
work.

Connecting

10. Relate and synthesize 
knowledge and 
personal experiences 
to inspire and inform 
artistic work. 

11. Investigate ways that 
artistic work is 
influenced by societal, 
cultural, and historical 
context and, in turn, 
how artistic ideas 
shape cultures past, 
present, and future.

Cr Pr Re Cn

Learning Standards for the Arts: 
Eleven Anchor Standards
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The Performance 
indicators are 
organized into 
three achievement 
levels for High 
School. 

Learning Standard Performance Indicators
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High School II Accomplished Level
HSII Accomplished

A level of achievement attainable by most 
students who complete a rigorous sequence of 
high school level courses (or the equivalent) 
beyond the Proficient level.

Students at the Accomplished level are, with 
minimal assistance, able to identify or solve arts 
problems, based on their interests or for a 
particular purpose; conduct research to inform 
artistic decisions; and create and refine arts 
products, performances, or presentations that 
demonstrate technical proficiency, personal 
communication, and expression. 

HS I Proficient-----HS II Accomplished

Visual Arts
Music, Traditional and 
Emerging Ensemble 

strand

Learning Standards for the Arts 11

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/arts-standards-implementation-resources


How Can  BOCES or Districts Apply?

Districts or 
BOCES can 
access IAAP 
applications on 
the NYSED 
Business Portal. 

Applications 
have been 
delegated to 
superintendents 
who in turn can 
delegate to 
appropriate staff 
to complete. 

Applications will 
be reviewed and 
approved on a 
rolling basis. 
Applications are 
open until 
August 1, 2023.

NYSED Business Portal 12

https://portal.nysed.gov/abp
https://portal.nysed.gov/abp


Program Application questions

1. Type of school 
2. Name and job titled of applicate 

completing the form
3. Local IAAP point person to receive 

all communications about the IAAP 
from NYED

4. A description of how student’s 
artistic statements, creative works, 
and documentation of feedback will 
be maintained and tracked in the 
local district

5. Which discipline(s) (Visual arts, Media 
Arts, Music, Theatre and/or Dance) 
will the IAAP be offered in? 

6. Projected enrollment in year one
7. A description of how the local IAAP 

will be communicated to students, 
parents, teachers, and school 
counselors 

8. Attestation that the proposed 
amendment of section 100.5 of the 
Regulations of the Commissioner of 
Education has been read and 
understood Attestation that the 
discipline specific implementation 
guides and professional development 
modules have been reviewed

Program applications must include:

NYSED Business Portal 13

https://portal.nysed.gov/abp


Individual Arts Assessment Pathway 
(IAAP) Implementation Guides

Implementation guides include:

FAQ
 Information on applying to offer the IAAP
Mandatory portfolio requirements
Mandatory items for special strands
Local IAAP grading guidance
Sample rubrics
 Implementation considerations and resources

NYSED IAAP Webpage 14

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/individual-arts-assessment-pathway-iaap


IAAP Implementation Guide Revisions

Revised music implementation guide will include 
language which allows NYSSMA Solo 
Adjudication to be used to complete an element 
in student’s IAAP portfolios.

Further description of the High School 
performance levels in the Learning Standards for 
the arts

Updated information on the IAAP application 
process
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Implementation Guides Highlights

Sample student and 
sample teacher 
tracking checklists 
are available in the 
discipline specific 
implementation 
guides

Visual/Media Arts Sample Tracking Checklists

Visual and Media Arts Implementation Guide 16

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/visual-and-media-arts-iaap-implementation-guide.pdf


Implementation Guides highlights

Visual and Media 
Arts: possible 
artifacts by anchor 
standard 

Music: Sample 
rubrics by special 
strand

Visual and Media Arts Implementation Guide Music IAAP Implementation Guide 17

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/visual-and-media-arts-iaap-implementation-guide.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/music-iaap-implementation-guide.pdf


Music Implementation Guide Highlights

Portfolio entries must include a creative, 
performance, and reflection entry from 
each of three units of study. Each of the 
mandatory entries must be present for the 
portfolio to be submitted for evaluation. 
The balance of the portfolio is at the 
District’s discretion, but evidence of 
attainment of the HS Level II 
Accomplished Performance Indicators 
within each of the eleven NYS Music 
Standards must be provided. 

Music IAAP Implementation Guide

Music Mandatory Requirements by Special Strand
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http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/music-iaap-implementation-guide.pdf


Music Grading Organizers by Special Strand

Grading organizers by special 
strand are provided as a 
suggested tool for assisting 
members of the grading 
committee in organizing their 
work and providing feedback to 
students and their sponsoring 
teachers

Music IAAP Implementation Guide 19

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/music-iaap-implementation-guide.pdf


Implementation Guide Highlights

Theater: Evidence of 
learning rubric

Dance: suggested 
artifacts by portfolio 
requirement

Theater Implementation Guide Dance Implementation Guide 20

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/theatre-iaap-implementation-guide.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/dance-iaap-implementation-guide.pdf


Earning Credit: Existing Structures

Earning Credit

Existing Structures:
• Independent study 8 NYCRR 100.5(d)(9)
• Grade 8 acceleration 8 NYCRR 100.4(d)
• Participation on performance arts 8 NYCRR 

100.5(d)(2)

External Structures that could be utilized to meet 
portfolio elements:
• NYSSMA solo Adjudication
• NYSATA Portfolio Project

NYSED Unit of Study Definition NYSED Unit of Credit Definition 21

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/1005-diploma-requirements
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/1004-program-requirements-grades-5-through-8
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/1005-diploma-requirements
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/1001-definitions#Study
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/1001-definitions#credit


Sample Student Workbooks

Sample student 
workbooks are available 
for: Theater, 
Visual/Media Arts, and 
Music; Dance is 
forthcoming, soon!
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http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/theatre-iaap-student-booklet.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/visual-and-media-arts-student-artist-iaap-workbook.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/iaap-music-student-handbook.pdf


Supporting Districts in Implementing the IAAP

• Raise awareness and develop capacity within school and districts

• Assist districts in reviewing and building upon existing structures

• Develop rubrics and tracking systems 

• Offer targeted professional learning regionally and in-district

• Assist districts with considering and creating consortium agreements and other 
regional structures to support arts course offerings
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Implementation advice

• Begin implementation with existing arts programs; start small and 
expand in future years

• Consider working regionally to expand arts course offerings through 
consortium agreements, BOCES and other means

• Think about other existing structures within the school, district, and 
broader community that could be included within your local IAAP
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Individual Arts Assessment Pathway(IAAP) Draft 
Implementation resources for Approved Pilot Schools

A series of Professional Development Modules are available to assist 
pilot districts in implementation of their local IAAP

• Professional Development Module 1: Getting Started
• Professional Development Module 2: Planning and Applying for the IAAP
• Professional Development Module 3: Guidance for Teachers and 

Students
All draft resources were revised February 2023

An implementation guide for each artistic discipline is available on 
the Departments Individual Arts Assessment Pathway Webpage.

Individual Arts Assessment Pathway webpage.

Implementation Guide Direct Links
 Visual and Media Arts
 Music
 Theater
 Dance
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http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/module-1-iaap.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/module-2-iaap.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/module-3-iaap.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/individual-arts-assessment-pathway-iaap
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/individual-arts-assessment-pathway-iaap
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/visual-and-media-arts-iaap-implementation-guide.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/music-iaap-implementation-guide.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/theatre-iaap-implementation-guide.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/dance-iaap-implementation-guide.pdf
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Individual Arts Assessment Pathway (IAAP)
Development Timeline

July–Aug. 2021

Virtual 
asynchronous work 
to prepare drafts of  
materials for review

Sep.–Oct. 2021

Survey districts 
interested in pilot  

participation 

Nov.–Dec. 2021

Selection of 
schools for pilot;

final pilot 
preparations

Jan. 2022

Dissemination of 
pilot materials for 

planning to 
selected pilot 

schools

Jan.–Aug. 2022

Planning;  monitor 
and assist pilot 

schools with local 
IAAP development

Sep. 2022

Pilot Year One 
Begins In Schools

Spring 2023

Revise IAAP 
materials based on 

pilot feedback; IAAP 
applications open 

for all districts

Sep. 2023

IAAP Full 
Implementation Year 
1; pilot schools begin 

year 2
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Content Area Notification Service
Join our Notification Service for news and updates from the Office of Standards and Instruction.

Arts CTE Computer 
Science

School

Counselors
ELA

Health
World

Languages

School

Library
Math

N-6 Physical 
Education Science Social Studies

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/content-area-notification-service


Arts Learning 
Standards Resources
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Arts Learning Standards and NYSED 
Resources

All resources for the New York State Learning 
Standards for the Arts are found on the 

NYSED Arts Learning Standards Web Page

NYSED Arts Standards Implementation Guide

NYSED Arts Professional Development Resources

Additional NYSED Resources

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Webpage

Media Arts

MEDIA ARTS Standards At-a-Glance 

MEDIA ARTS Process Anchor EU Tables Poster 

MEDIA ARTS Process Anchor EU EQ Poster 

MEDIA ARTS Standards Glossary NYS Arts Standards
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http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/arts-professional-development
http://www.nysed.gov/diversity-equity-inclusion
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-media-arts-at-a-glance-final-8-13-2017-high-res.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/med-arts-process-anchor-eu-tables-8.5x11.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/med-arts-process-anchor-eu-eq-tables-11x17.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-media-arts-glossary-final-high-res.pdf


Arts Learning Standard Resources
Visual Art
VISUAL ARTS Standards At-a-Glance

VISUAL ARTS Process Anchor EU Tables Poster

VISUAL ARTS Process Anchor EU EQ Poster

VISUAL ARTS Standards Glossary

Theatre
THEATER Standards At-A-Glance

THEATER Process Anchor EU Tables Poster

THEATER Process Anchor EU EQ Poster

THEATER Standards Glossary

Music
MUSIC Standards At-a-Glance

MUSIC General Process Anchor EU EQ Poster 

MUSIC Ensemble Process Anchor EU EQ Poster

MUSIC High School Process Anchor EU EQ Poster

MUSIC Standards Glossary

Dance
DANCE Standards At-a-Glance

DANCE Process Anchor EU Tables Poster 8.5x11

DANCE Process Anchor EU EQ Poster

DANCE Standards Glossary
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http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-visual-arts-at-a-glance-final-8-2-2017-high-res-v2.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/visarts-process-anchor-eu-tables-8.5x11.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/vis-arts-process-anchor-eu-eq-tables-11x17.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-visual-arts-glossary-final-high-res.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-theater-at-a-glance-final-8-2-2017-high-res.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/theater-process-anchor-eu-tables-8.5x11.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/theater-process-anchor-eu-eq-tables-11x17.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-theater-glossary-final-high-res.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-music-at-a-glance-final-8.2.2017-high-res-v2.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/music-gen-process-anchor-eu-eq-tables-11x17.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/music-ens-process-anchor-eu-eq-tables-11x17.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/music-hs-process-anchor-eu-eq-tables-11x17.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-dance-at-a-glance-final-8-2-2017-high-res.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/dance-process-anchor-eu-tables-8.5x11.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-dance-glossary-final-high-res.pdf


NYSED’s 
Office of Standards & Instruction
(518) 474-5922
www.nysed.gov/curriculum-
instruction
Emscurric@nysed.gov

David Seligman
Associate in Instructional Services, 
Arts
David.Seligman@nysed.gov

Thank You!

Questions?
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http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction
mailto:emscurric@nysed.gov
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