
What is Explicit Direct Instruction? 
• A process that integrates smaller learning units into 

meaningful wholes, allows students to apply skills in 
meaningful ways, and provides students opportunities to self-
monitor and direct their own learning & participation 

• Used in diverse contexts and curricular areas 

• Teachers constantly monitoring student understanding to 
determine if they are deriving meaning from instruction 

• Holistic (i.e. decoding, comprehension, spelling, and writing 
during literacy instruction) 

• developmentally-appropriate task tailored specifically to 
students’ learning and attentional needs 

 

Check for Understanding 
Often Throughout the entire 

lesson! 
 
 

 
 

Check for Understanding 
• During instruction, NOT 

after 
• CFU every 2-3 minutes 
• Students should answer in 

complete sentences with 
academic vocabulary 

• White Board Checks - “Chin 
it” 

• Pair-share – A & B Partners 
• Thumbs up or down – close 

to chest so students can’t 
base their answer on 
others 

• If two non-volunteers in 
a row can’t answer the 
question, go back & 
reteach! 

 
 

 
T.A.P.P.L.E. 

T – Teach first 
A – Ask a specific question 
P – Pause, Pair/Share, 
Partner Swap 
P – Pick a non-volunteer 
L – Listen to the response 
E – Echo, Elaborate, Explain 

Learning Objective 
• Identify: Skill (verb), concept (noun), context (location – RL? RI? Writing?) 
• Should be posted in student-friendly language 
• Teacher reads, students read, pair-share & analyze, non-volunteer shares 

Activating Prior Knowledge 
• Connects objectives & new content to 

memories/experiences 
• NOT pre-assessment 
• universal experience or sub-skill review 

• Less than 5 minutes 
• No new vocabulary 
• Activate à Interact à Connect 

Lesson Importance 
• WHY we’re covering this skill and/or 

concept 
• Covered early in the lesson 

• Could be personal, academic, or real-life 
• Pair-share & non-volunteers to share 

Concept Development 

• What we’re teaching 
• Explicitly teaching the big idea 

• Examples/non-examples; bulletproof rules 
• Helps students make generalizations to new 

situations in school & real life 
Skill Development 

• Teaching the students HOW to do something 
• Provide step-by-step 

process/method/approach 

• Model using real-world problems: I do, we do, 
you do 

• CFU so that students can execute the skill & 
describe how to use it 

Lesson Delivery Strategies (I Do) 
• Explaining: Teaching by telling; lecture, notes, procedures, steps 
• Modeling: Teaching using think-alouds to reveal to students the strategic thinking required 

to solve a problem; telling in 1st person what you’re thinking throughout a process; goal is for 
students to be able to replicate the process you model; use jingles, mnemonic devices, visuals, 
check to see if students have their own! 

• Demonstrating: Teaching using physical objects to clarify the content and to support 
kinesthetic learning 

Guided Practice (We Do) 
• Students practice with the teacher 
• Practice at least 4 examples of each style of question/problem 

Lesson Closure 

• Before independent practice! 
• 80% of students should master the skill at 

closure before moving on to independent 
practice 

• Identify students for small group 

• Review concept + Skill + importance 
• Anticipate areas of success & difficulty 
• Modify! – Adjust during the lesson according 

to results of CFU 
• Extend! – Have options available after 

closure & independent practice 
Independent Practice (You Do) 

• Should match the lesson objective 
• No new variations or situations that 

weren’t covered during the lesson 

• should be used as formative 
assessment/practice toward mastery of the 
standard 

• leads up to summative assessment, which is 
concrete evidence of mastery 

	
	


