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Hello, Tennessee Educator!
Your time is important, so Amplify created the Amplify CKLA Teacher Planner 

to assist you in planning daily, weekly, and unit level instruction. The Teacher 

Planner brings together several resources, including yearly pacing guides, 

individual lessons and objectives, standards alignments and checklists, and 

much more. This planner was designed with you in mind—to ensure that your 

planning is easy and efficient.

Each page in the Lesson Planning Pages includes five days of Amplify CKLA 

instruction, listing brief lesson objectives, formative assessment objectives, 

and lesson standards*. In each two-page spread, you will see two weeks’ of 

lessons. There is space in each lesson for your own notes. Another feature on 

the lesson pages is a chart from the Year-Long Pacing Guide to help keep you on 

track during the school year. In specific lessons you will see icons (described 

below) to indicate where multimedia and/or reading resources can be used to 

enhance learning. These resources are located on the Amplify CKLA Teacher 

Resource site and can be downloaded or projected as appropriate.

Below is a list of the resources in the planner:

•	 Year-long Pacing Guide

•	 Lesson Planning Pages

Additional Resources:

•	 Spelling Word List

•	 Master Supply List

•	 Standards Alignments

•	 Standards Checklist

•	 Four-Year Calendar

•	 Contacts

•	 Notes

* �Some recurring standards may not be listed in each lesson. Please check the TN Standards Alignments in Additional Resources.
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Amplify CKLA Multimedia and Reading Resources 

The icons listed below appear throughout the planner lessons to indicate when 

specific multimedia and/or reading resources can be used to enhance learning. 

These resources are on the Amplify CKLA Teacher Resource site and can be 

downloaded or projected as appropriate.

Essential Questions and Writing Prompts 

The Essential Questions and Prompts guides for Grades 3–5 contain 
essential and guiding questions for each unit. Each guide features 
questions, writing prompts, and activities that enable students 
to engage meaningfully with new information and ideas covered 
in each unit and express what they’ve learned with creative and 
collaborative projects. Use these throughout the unit to enrich 
students’ understanding of the content area.

Vocabulary Lessons 

Projectable Vocabulary Lessons contain additional vocabulary 
instruction that builds on program content. Each mini-lesson aligns 
to Amplify CKLA domain vocabulary words and skills and consists 
of projectable, direct instruction that may be implemented with 
minimal advance preparation. 
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How Amplify CKLA meets the Tennessee instructional shifts

The Tennessee standards for English Language Arts support the three key 

ELA instructional shifts to prepare students to be college and career ready:  

1) regular practice with complex text and its academic vocabulary; 2) reading 

and writing grounded in evidence from literary and informational text; and  

3) building knowledge through content-rich literary and informational text.

Amplify CKLA’s instructional design is completely aligned with the Tennessee 

instructional shifts because both Amplify CKLA and the shifts are based on the 

same research and concept base. 

Regular practice with complex texts and its academic vocabulary 

Exposure to complex texts is crucial in developing students’ knowledge 
base and vocabulary skills. In Amplify CKLA K–2, students engage with 
complex text daily during the interactive Read-Aloud in the Knowledge 
Strand. In the Amplify K–2 Skills Strand, students read increasingly 
complex texts that keep appropriate pace with their decoding development. 
By Grade 3, students are increasingly reading grade-level complex text 
independently. They also continue to be exposed to above-grade Read-
Alouds. In Grades 4 and 5, students are exclusively reading grade-level 
complex text that increases in challenge from the beginning to the end 
of the grade. Vocabulary instruction in Amplify CKLA focuses on building 

academic vocabulary using both explicit and implicit approaches.

Reading and writing grounded in evidence from literary and  
informational text

The overwhelming majority of questions, tasks, and assignments in Amplify 
CKLA materials are text-dependent. Students are asked daily in reading 
instruction, both in discussion and through short and longer-answer written 
responses, to answer questions requiring evidence from a text. Student 
writing frequently incorporates textual evidence that must be gathered, 
recorded, and/or categorized prior to planning and drafting. Students also 
write in response to text in assignments that ask them to support their 
claim or opinion with evidence from the text. 

Building knowledge through content-rich literary and  
informational text. 

The organizing framework of Amplify CKLA’s units is a focus on domains or 
topics of study. This creates a context in which knowledge, vocabulary, and 
comprehension development are built hand-in-hand. Students gain deeper 
understanding about a wide array of topics through a balance of literary and 
informational texts addressing literature, culture, science, and American 
and world history. 

1

2

3
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PreK Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

All About Me
Nursery 

Rhymes and 
Fables

Fables and 
Stories

Fairy Tales and 
Tall Tales Classic Tales Personal 

Narratives
Personal 

Narratives

Families and 
Communities

The Five 
Senses

The Human 
Body

Early Asian 
Civilizations

Animal 
Classification

Empires in the 
Middle Ages

Early 
American 

Civilizations

Animals Stories
Different 

Lands, Similar 
Stories

The Ancient 
Greek 

Civilization

The Human 
Body: Systems 

and Senses
Poetry Poetry

Plants Plants Early World 
Civilizations Greek Myths

The Ancient 
Roman 

Civilization

Eureka! 
Student 
Inventor

Adventures of 
Don Quixote

Habitats Farms
Early 

American 
Civilizations

The War of 
1812

Light and 
Sound Geology The 

Renaissance

Classic Tales Native 
Americans Astronomy Cycles in 

Nature The Viking Age

Contemporary 
Fiction:  

The House on 
Mango Street

The 
Reformation

Important People 
in American 

History

Kings and 
Queens

The History of 
the Earth

Westward 
Expansion

Astronomy: 
Our Solar 

System and 
Beyond

American 
Revolution

A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream

Seasons and 
Weather

Animals and 
Habitats Insects

Native 
Americans: 
Regions and 

Cultures

Treasure Island Native 
Americans

Columbus and 
the Pilgrims Fairy Tales The U.S. 

 Civil War

Early 
Explorations of 
North America

Chemical 
Matter

Colonial 
Towns and 

Townspeople

A New Nation: 
American 

Independence

Human Body: 
Building 

Blocks and 
Nutrition

Colonial 
America

Taking Care  
of the Earth

Frontier 
Explorers Immigration Ecology

Presidents 
and American 

Symbols

Fighting for a 
Cause

Lesson Planning
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Grade 4 Pacing Guide
Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5

Unit 1: Personal Narratives BOY PP Unit 2: Middle Ages | Part 1

* The Contraption 
Quest: Unit 1

Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 Week 11 Week 12

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5

Unit 2: Middle Ages | Part 1 PP Unit 2: Middle Ages | Part 2 PP Unit 3: Poetry

* The 
Contraption 
Quest: Unit 2

Week 13 Week 14 Week 15 Week 16 Week 17 Week 18

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5

Unit 3: Poetry PP Unit 4: Eureka! Unit 5: Geology

* The Contraption 
Quest: Unit 3

* The 
Contraption 
Quest: Unit 4

Week 19 Week 20 Week 21 Week 22 Week 23 Week 24

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5

Unit 5 MOY PP Unit 6: Contemporary Fiction with excerpts from 
The House on Mango Street

PP Unit 7

Week 25 Week 26 Week 27 Week 28 Week 29 Week 30

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5

Unit 7: American Revolution PP Unit 8: Treasure Island

Week 31 Week 32 Week 33

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5

Unit 8 EOY PP

* �Please note that The Contraption Quest is represented at the end of units 1–4. We recommend completing the Quest units by the time they are 
listed on the Pacing Guide. Do not wait until the end of a unit to begin the Quest; it is designed for integration into instructional time through-out the 
core units as best suits individual classes.
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Additional 
Resources

In this section

•	 Spelling List

•	 Master Supply List

•	 Standards Alignment

•	 Standards Checklist

•	 4-year Calendar

•	 Contacts

•	 Notes
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Grade 4 Spelling Lists
Lesson numbers show the lesson in which the words are assessed.

Unit 2
Lesson 10 Lesson 15 Lesson 23

establish nonfiction collapse

thrive entrust diverse

unravel unlikely hyena

surrender nonsense integrity

transform enjoy illiterate

fatal unsuccessful fray

acquire unsettle conquest

seize nonstop governor

promote unable guilty

retreat unusual humiliate

ensure

nonissue

nonverbal

enclose

unrest

Unit 5
Lesson 10 Lesson 15

archrival molten

paragraph fault

rupture geyser

hierarchy epicenter

biographer seismograph

abrupt glacier

matriarch tsunami

uninterrupted erosion

anarchy conclusion

autograph tectonic

eruption

calligraphy
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Unit 7
Lesson 10 Lesson 15

valiant inflexible

militia loudly

victory temporarily

declaration immobile

incident insufficient

monarchy tasty

representative impossible

grievance easily

surrender intolerable 

independence greasy

imperfect

noisy

Unit 8
Lesson 10 Lesson 15

buccaneer endless

fortune successful

nautical edible

league helpless

captain enjoyable

voyage predictable

commotion senseless

mutiny comfortable

ferocious powerful

treasure accessible

faithful

visible
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□ chart paper

□ clock

□ colored pens

□ drawing tools for each student (pencils, colored pencils, markers, etc.)

□ index cards

□ journal or notebook (one per student)

□ lined writing paper

□ ruler

□ scissors (one pair per student)

□ sticky notes

□ transparent tape

□ U.S. map

□ world map

□ yardstick

CKLA Supply List  
Grade 4 Materials
The general items list provides a list of items that are used throughout units. Some of these 
items may already be in your classroom; others may need to be purchased or gathered. 
Please refer to your Teacher Guide for details.
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Grade 4

Grade 4 Overview

Tennessee English  
Language Arts Standards

FOUNDATIONAL LITERACY SKILLS

Print Concepts

Standard 1
Cornerstone: Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.

(Does not apply to grade 4) [4.FL.PC.1]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Phonological Awareness

Standard 2
Cornerstone: Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 

(Does not apply to grade 4) [4.FL.PA.2]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Phonics and Word Recognition

Standard 3
Cornerstone: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills when decoding isolated words and in 
connected text.

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills when decoding isolated words and 
in connected text. [4.FL.PWR.3]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and 
morphology (roots and affixes) to accurately read unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and 
out of context. [4.FL.PWR.3a]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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Word Composition

Standard 4
Cornerstone: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills when encoding words; write legibly. 

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills when encoding words; write legibly. 
[4.FL.WC.4]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. [4.FL.WC.4a]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Write legibly in manuscript and cursive. [4.FL.WC.4b]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Fluency

Standard 5
Cornerstone: Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. [4.FL.F.5]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. [4.FL.F.5a]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on 
successive readings. [4.FL.F.5b]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding of words; reread 
as necessary. [4.FL.F.5c]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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Sentence Composition

Standard 6
Cornerstone: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when speaking and 
conventions of standard English grammar and usage, including capitalization and punctuation, when writing. 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
speaking and conventions of standard English grammar and usage, including capitalization and 
punctuation, when writing. [4.FL.SC.6]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Use relative pronouns and relative adverbs.  [4.FL.SC.6a]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Form and use progressive verb tenses. [4.FL.SC.6b]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Use auxiliary verbs, such as can, may, and must, to clarify meaning. [4.FL.SC.6c]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Form and use prepositional phrases. [4.FL.SC.6d]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Produce complete sentences; recognize and correct inappropriate fragments and run-ons. [4.FL.SC.6e]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Use correct capitalization. [4.FL.SC.6f]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text. [4.FL.SC.6g]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. [4.FL.SC.6h]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Write several cohesive paragraphs on a topic. [4.FL.SC.6i]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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Vocabulary Acquisition

Standard 7
Cornerstone: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context 
clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. [4.FL.VA.7a]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. [4.FL.VA.7ai]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a 
word. [4.FL.VA.7aii]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Consult reference materials, both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or 
clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. [4.FL.VA.7aiii]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings. [4.FL.VA.7b]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors in context. [4.FL.VA.7bi]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms and proverbs. [4.FL.VA.7bii]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites and to words with 
similar but not identical meanings. [4.FL.VA.7biii]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being and that are 
basic to a particular topic. [4.FL.VA.7c]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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READING STANDARDS

Literature

Key Ideas and Details

Standard 1
Cornerstone: Read closely to determine what a text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly; refer to 
details and examples in a text when drawing inferences from the text. [4.RL.KID.1]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Standard 2
Cornerstone: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting 
details and ideas. 

Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem and explain how it is conveyed through details in 
the text; summarize the text. [4.RL.KID.2]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Standard 3
Cornerstone: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in 
a text, such as a character’s thoughts, words, or actions. [4.RL.KID.3]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Craft and Structure

Standard 4
Cornerstone: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text. including technical, connotative, and figurative 
meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those that 
refer to significant characters and situations found in literature and history. [4.RL.CS.4]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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Standard 5
Cornerstone: Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of a text 
(e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

Explain major differences between poems, drama, and stories, and refer to the structural 
elements when writing or speaking about a text. [4.RL.CS.5]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Standard 6
Cornerstone: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.

Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated. [4.RL.CS.6]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

Standard 7
Cornerstone: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and 
quantitatively, as well as in words. 

Make connections between the print version of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation 
of the same text. [4.RL.IKI.7]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Standard 8
Cornerstone: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as 
well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

Standard #8 is not applicable to literature. [4.RL.IKI.8]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Standard 9
Cornerstone: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare 
the approaches an author takes. 

Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes, topics, and patterns of events in stories 
from different cultures. [4.RL.IKI.9]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

Standard 10
Cornerstone: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 

Read and comprehend stories and poems throughout the grades 4–5 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding at the high end as needed. [4.RL.RRTC.10]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

 Informational Text

Key Ideas and Details

Standard 1
Cornerstone: Read closely to determine what a text says explicitly and to make logical inferences for it; cite specific 
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly; refer to 
details and examples in the text when drawing inferences from the text. [4.RI.KID.1]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Standard 2
Cornerstone: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting 
details and ideas. 

Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize 
a text. [4.RI.KID.2]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Standard 3
Cornerstone: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, 
including what happened and why, based on specific information in a text. [4.RI.KID.3]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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Craft and Structure

Standard 4
Cornerstone: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including technical, connotative, and figurative 
meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text relevant to a grade 4 
topic or subject area, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. [4.RI.CS.4]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Standard 5
Cornerstone: Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of a text 
(e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

Describe the overall structure of events, ideas, and concepts of information in a text or part of a 
text. [4.RI.CS.5]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Standard 6
Cornerstone: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

Compare and contrast two accounts of the same event or topic; describe the differences in focus 
and the information provided. [4.RI.CS.6]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

Standard 7
Cornerstone: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and 
quantitatively, as well as in words. 

Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively and explain how the information 
contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. [4.RI.IKI.7]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Standard 8
Cornerstone: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as 
well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. [4.RI.IKI.8]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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Standard 9
Cornerstone: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare 
the approaches an author takes. 

Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the 
subject knowledgeably. [4.RI.IKI.9]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

Standard 10
Cornerstone: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 

Read and comprehend stories and informational texts throughout the grades 4-5 text complexity 
band proficiently, with scaffolding at the high end as needed. [4.RI.RRTC.10]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

SPEAKING AND LISTENING STANDARDS

Comprehension and Collaboration

Standard 1
Cornerstone: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with varied partners, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing one’s own ideas clearly and persuasively. 

Prepare for collaborative discussions on 4th grade level topics and texts; engage effectively with 
varied partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing one’s own ideas clearly. [4.SL.CC.1]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Standard 2
Cornerstone: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media formats, such as visual, quantitative, and 
oral formats. 

Paraphrase portions of a text presented in diverse media such as visual, quantitative, and oral 
formats. [4.SL.CC.2]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Standard 3
Cornerstone: Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points. [4.SL.CC.3]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

Standard 4
Cornerstone: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning; 
the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using 
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly 
at an understandable pace. [4.SL.PKI.4]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Standard 5
Cornerstone: Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance 
understanding of presentations. 

Add multimedia, such as audio and visual elements, to presentations, when appropriate, to 
enhance the development of main ideas or themes. [4.SL.PKI.5]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Standard 6
Cornerstone: Adapt speech to a variety of contents and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. 

Recognize that different situations call for formal vs. informal English, and use formal English 
when appropriate. [4.SL.PKI.6]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

WRITING STANDARDS

Text Types and Protocol

Standard 1
Cornerstone: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information. 
[4.W.TTP.1]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Introduce a topic or text. [4.W.TTP.1a]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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Develop an opinion with reasons that are supported by facts and details. [4.W.TTP.1b]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Create an organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s 
purpose. [4.W.TTP.1c]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. [4.W.TTP.1d]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases. [4.W.TTP.1e]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Apply language standards addressed in the Foundational Literacy standards. [4.W.TTP.1f]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Standard 2
Cornerstone: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and 
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information. 
[4.W.TP.2]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Introduce a topic. [4.W.TP.2a]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Group related information in paragraphs and sections. [4.W.TP.2b]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Include formatting, features, illustrations, and multimedia, when needed, to provide clarity to the 
reader. [4.W.TP.2c]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples related to the topic. [4.W.TP.2d]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Provide a conclusion related to the information or explanation presented. [4.W.TP.2e]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases. [4.W.TP.2f]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
[4.W.TP.2g]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Apply language standards addressed in the Foundational Literacy standards. [4.W.TP.2h]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Standard 3
Cornerstone: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective techniques, well-chosen 
details, and well-structured event sequences. 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
such as descriptive details and clear event sequences. [4.W.TTP.3]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Orient the reader by establishing a situation, using a narrator, and/or introducing characters. 
[4.W.TTP.3a]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. [4.W.TTP.3b]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of 
characters to situations. [4.W.TTP.3c]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events. [4.W.TTP.3d]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. [4.W.TTP.3e]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Use precise words and phrases and use sensory details to convey experiences and events.  
[4.W.TTP.3f]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Apply language standards addressed in the Foundational Literacy standards. [4.W.TTP.3g]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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Production and Distribution of Writing

Standard 4
Cornerstone: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1–3 above.) [4.W.PDW.4]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Standard 5
Cornerstone: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of 
Foundational Literacy standard 6 up to and including grade 4.) [4.W.PDW.5]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Standard 6
Cornerstone: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate 
with others. 

With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing, as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command 
of technology skills to type a complete product in a single sitting as defined in W.1–3. [4.W.PDW.6]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

Standard 7
Cornerstone: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focus questions, demonstrating new 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects 
of a topic. [4.W.RBPK.7]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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Standard 8
Cornerstone: Integrate relevant and credible information from multiple print and digital sources while avoiding plagiarism. 

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital 
sources; take notes, categorize information, and provide a list of sources. [4.W.RBPK.8]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Standard 9
Cornerstone: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research, 
applying grade 4 standards for reading. [4.W.RBPK.9]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Range of Writing

Standard 10
Cornerstone: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of discipline-
specific tasks, purposes, and audiences; promote writing fluency. [4.W.RW.10]

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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Tennessee State Standards Checklist
Standard

Date  
Taught

Date  
Reviewed

Date  
Assessed

Date  
Re-Assessed

Foundational Literature Standards

Print Concepts

4.FL.PC.1	 (Does not apply to grade 4)

Phonological Awareness

4.FL.PA.2 	 (Does not apply to grade 4)

Phonics and Word Recognition

4.FL.PWR.3	 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills 
when decoding isolated words and in connected text.

4.FL.PWR.3a	 Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, 
syllabication patterns, and morphology (roots and affixes) to 
accurately read unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and 
out of context.

Word Composition

4.FL.WC.4	 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills 
when encoding words; write legibly.

4.FL.WC.4a	 Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references 
as needed.

4.FL.WC.4b	 Write legibly in manuscript and cursive.

Fluency

4.FL.F.5	 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support 
comprehension. 

4.FL.F.5a	 Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.

4.FL.F.5b	 Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings. 

4.FL.F.5c	 Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 
understanding of words; reread as necessary.

Sentence Composition

4.FL.SC.6	 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when speaking and conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage, including capitalization 
and punctuation, when writing.

4.FL.SC.6a	 Use relative pronouns and relative adverbs.

4.FL.SC.6b	 Form and use progressive verb tenses.

4.FL.SC.6c	 Use auxiliary verbs, such as can, may, and must, to clarify 
meaning.

4.FL.SC.6d	 Form and use prepositional phrases. 

4.FL.SC.6e	 Produce complete sentences; recognize and correct 
inappropriate fragments and run-ons.

4.FL.SC.6f	 Use correct capitalization. 
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Standard
Date  

Taught
Date  

Reviewed
Date  

Assessed
Date  

Re-Assessed

4.FL.SC.6g	 Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and 
quotations from a text.

4.FL.SC.6h	 Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a 
compound sentence. 

4.FL.SC.6i	 Write several cohesive paragraphs on a topic. 

Vocabulary Acquisition

4.FL.VA.7a	 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

4.FL.VA.7ai	 Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

4.FL.VA.7aii	 Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and 
roots as clues to the meaning of a word.

4.FL.VA.7aiii	 Consult reference materials, both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of 
key words and phrases.

4.FL.VA.7b	 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

4.FL.VA.7bi	 Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors 
in context.

4.FL.VA.7bii	 Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms 
and proverbs. 

4.FL.VA.7biii	 Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their 
opposites and to words with similar but not identical meanings. 

4.FL.VA.7c	 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including 
those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being 
and that are basic to a particular topic. 

Reading Standards

Literature

Key Ideas and Details

4.RL.KID.1	 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what 
the text says explicitly; refer to details and examples in a text 
when drawing inferences from the text.

4.RL.KID.2	 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem and explain how 
it is conveyed through details in the text; summarize the text.

4.RL.KID.3	 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story 
or drama, drawing on specific details in a text, such as a 
character’s thoughts, words, or actions. 

Craft and Structure

4.RL.CS.4	 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used 
in a text, including those that refer to significant characters 
and situations found in literature and history. 

4.RL.CS.5	 Explain major differences between poems, drama, and stories, 
and refer to the structural elements when writing or speaking 
about a text. 

4.RL.CS.6	 Compare and contrast the point of view from which different 
stories are narrated.
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Standard
Date  

Taught
Date  

Reviewed
Date  

Assessed
Date  

Re-Assessed

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

4.RL.IKI.7	 Make connections between the print version of a story or 
drama and a visual or oral presentation of the same text.

4.RL.IKI.8	 Standard #8 is not applicable to literature.

4.RL.IKI.9	 Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes, topics, 
and patterns of events in stories from different cultures. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

4.RL.RRTC.10	 Read and comprehend stories and poems throughout the 
grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding 
at the high end as needed.

Informational Text

Key Ideas and Details

4.RI.KID.1	 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what 
the text says explicitly; refer to details and examples in the text 
when drawing inferences from the text.

4.RI.KID.2	 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is 
supported by key details; summarize a text. 

4.RI.KID.3	 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, 
scientific, or technical text, including what happened and 
why, based on specific information in a text. 

Craft and Structure

4.RI.CS.4	 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used 
in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings.

4.RI.CS.5	 Describe the overall structure of events, ideas, and concepts of 
information in a text or part of a text. 

4.RI.CS.6	 Compare and contrast two accounts of the same event or topic; 
describe the differences in focus and the information provided. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

4.RI.IKI.7	 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively 
and explain how the information contributes to an understanding 
of the text in which it appears.

4.RI.IKI.8	 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text.

4.RI.IKI.9	 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in 
order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

4.RI.RRTC.10	 Read and comprehend stories and informational texts 
throughout the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, 
with scaffolding at the high end as needed.

Speaking and Listening Standards

Comprehension and Collaboration

4.SL.CC.1	 Prepare for collaborative discussions on 4th grade level topics 
and texts; engage effectively with varied partners, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing one’s own ideas clearly.
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Standard
Date  

Taught
Date  

Reviewed
Date  

Assessed
Date  

Re-Assessed

4.SL.CC.2	 Paraphrase portions of a text presented in diverse media such 
as visual, quantitative, and oral formats. 

4.SL.CC.3	 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to 
support particular points.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

4.SL.PKI.4	 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience 
in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, 
descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak 
clearly at an understandable pace.

4.SL.PKI.5	 Add multimedia, such as audio and visual elements, to 
presentations, when appropriate, to enhance the development 
of main ideas or themes.

4.SL.PKI.6	 Recognize that different situations call for formal vs. informal 
English, and use formal English when appropriate.

Writing Standards

Text Types and Protocol

4.W.TTP.1	 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of 
view with reasons and information.

4.W.TTP.1a	 Introduce a topic or text. 

4.W.TTP.1b	 Develop an opinion with reasons that are supported by facts 
and details.

4.W.TTP.1c	 Create an organizational structure in which related ideas are 
grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 

4.W.TTP.1d	 Provide a concluding statement or section related to the 
opinion presented. 

4.W.TTP.1e	 Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases. 

4.W.TTP.1f	 Apply language standards addressed in the Foundational 
Literacy standards. 

4.W.TP.2	 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas and information. 

4.W.TP.2a	 Introduce a topic.

4.W.TP.2b	 Group related information in paragraphs and sections.

4.W.TP.2c	 Include formatting, features, illustrations, and multimedia, 
when needed, to provide clarity to the reader. 

4.W.TP.2d	 Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples related to 
the topic. 

4.W.TP.2e	 Provide a conclusion related to the information or explanation 
presented. 

4.W.TP.2f	 Link ideas within categories of information using words 
and phrases.

4.W.TP.2g	 Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to 
inform about or explain the topic. 

4.W.TP.2h	 Apply language standards addressed in the Foundational 
Literacy standards.
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Date  

Taught
Date  

Reviewed
Date  

Assessed
Date  

Re-Assessed

4.W.TTP.3	 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 
events using an effective technique, such as descriptive details 
and clear event sequences. 

4.W.TTP.3a	 Orient the reader by establishing a situation, using a narrator, 
and/or introducing characters. 

4.W.TTP.3b	 Organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally 
and logically. 

4.W.TTP.3c	 Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and 
events or show the responses of characters to situations. 

4.W.TTP.3d	 Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the 
sequence of events. 

4.W.TTP.3e	 Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated 
experiences or events.

4.W.TTP.3f	 Use precise words and phrases and use sensory details to 
convey experiences and events. 

4.W.TTP.3g	 Apply language standards addressed in the Foundational 
Literacy standards.

Production and Distribution of Writing

4.W.PDW.4	 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

4.W.PDW.5	 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. 
(Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of 
Foundational Literacy standard 6 up to and including grade 4.)

4.W.PDW.6	 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, 
including the Internet, to produce and publish writing, as well as 
to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient 
command of technology skills to type a complete product in a 
single sitting as defined in W.1–3. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

4.W.RBPK.7	 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through 
investigation of different aspects of a topic.

4.W.RBPK.8	 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather 
relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes, 
categorize information, and provide a list of sources. 

4.W.RBPK.9	 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research, applying grade 4 standards 
for reading.

Range of Writing

4.W.RW.10	 Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time 
frames for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences; promote writing fluency. 
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