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1 Street Design Open House Summary

In February 2023, the Stantec team and the Town of West Hartford facilitated an open house at Town
Hall with the following objectives:

e Project awareness

e Project process update

e Present draft designs and rationale for both LaSalle Road/Farmington Avenue as well as the overall
Master Plan

e Present preliminary thoughts for details such as plantings and materials

e Provide opportunity for public to comment on issues / opportunities

The open house consisted of an in-person event on February 2 at the Town Hall Auditorium from 6:00 pm
to 8:00 pm. Materials for the open house included informational posters as well as posters that invited
people to vote on design preferences.

It is important to note that the team is also meeting with key stakeholders for feedback. The project email,
WHCenterPlan@WestHartfordCT.gov, is also open for feedback.

2 Findings

The sections below summarize key takeaways from the open house, including themes from public
conversations and comments on the variety of open house exercises.

2.1 FEEDBACK ON INFORMATIONAL POSTERS

The open house had several posters that provided some information on what the team is considering for
plantings, materiality, and the overall Master Plan. Participants provided input on these posters,
summarized below.

Topic Area Detailed Concerns Feedback and Ideas
Plantings and Materiality e Blackbirds e Support for native plantings
e Pavers are e Consider raised crosswalks

challenging to walk
on, bike on, and
maintain

e Desire for benches with both no backs and backs

Infrastructure Master Plan ¢ Increase cost of on-street parking to maintain 80%
occupancy
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2.2 CONCEPT IDEAS RESULTS

Open house participants were asked to rank four concept ideas for two locations on posters at the open

house. The locations were Unity Green and the intersection of Farmington Street at Main Street. The

results of the ranking exercise are shown below. For design ideas, please see Appendix A or materials on

the website.

Overall, respondents preferred options for both Unity Green and the Farmington Street at Main Street

intersection that consolidated Main Street lanes.

Figure 1 Unity Green — Design Options Voting Results

Concept Ideas - Unity Green
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A - Two-way Arterial _.
B - Two-way Road Diet -
C - Two-Way with Front Door Parking --
D - Unified Green - Two-Way Relocated -_

mLike mDislike
Figure 2 LaSalle Road — Street Design Options Survey Results

Concept Ideas - Farmington Avenue and South Main Street
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2.3 LASALLE ROAD AND FARMINGTON AVENUE

Open house participants had the opportunity to review a concept design for LaSalle Road, a concept
design for Farmington Avenue, and to vote on the location of dining amenity space on LaSalle Road.
Participants also offered comments on the concepts, summarized below. Figure 3 provides voting results
on the two concept designs (LaSalle Road and Farmington Avenue, respectively) while Figure 4 shows
the results of voting on where dining space should be on LaSalle Road.

Topic Area Detailed Concerns Feedback and Ideas
LaSalle Road e Desire for bike o Keep LaSalle 1-way, widen sidewalks and provide bicycle
lanes on LaSalle amenities
e Don't like dining e Free up space by removing parking, and create drop and
close to traffic go spots, bicycle facilities, and/or more space for
sidewalks

e If seating close to
parking, concerns e Close road entirely
about people
walking through . . )
from parking their o Higher priced street parking

cars e LaSalle too short of a street for bicycle lanes

e Close road on weekends only

Farmington Avenue o Sidewalks should prioritize pedestrians over dining

o Like the idea of higher priced street parking, with lower
priced parking in garages

o Need physical barrier for bicycle facilities

¢ Review Massachusetts Separated Bicycle Lane Design
Guide for transit stop treatments

Figure 3 Voting Results on Concept Designs for LaSalle Road and Farmington Avenue

LaSalle Road and Farmington Avenue Concept Voting
-15 -10 -5 0 5 10 15 20 25 30
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Figure 4 Voting Results - Dining Location

Concept Ideas - LaSalle Road Dining
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Dining/Amenity Close to Street --
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A.1 In-Person Open House Boards
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-----MATERIAL IDEAS - Pavement - ----------------
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---_}'INFRASTARUCTUREMASTER PLAN - Prelimi‘nary Ideas

Below is a map of preliminary ideas for mobilit-r-related infrastructure improvements in the Town Center. What else should we consider? Where?
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What this design offers: What this design offers: What this design offers: What this design offers:
Benefits Benefits Benefits Benefits
1. Provides a more accessible Unity 1. Provides bigger and more accessible 1. Retains front door parking on South 1. Significantly expanded Unity Green
Green Unity Green 2 Main 2. Shorter pedestrian crossings
2. Shorter pedestrian crossings 2. Much shorter pedestrian crossings 2. Much shorter pedestrian crossings 3. New on-street parking along Unity
3. New sidewalks along South Main 3. New sidewalks along South Main 3. New sidewalks along South Main Green
Street Street Street 4. New signalized parking lot entrance
4. New on-street parking along South 4. Newl on-street parking along South 4. New on-street parking along South from South Main Street
Main Street Main Street Main Street, plus front door spaces

retained
5. New signalized parking lot entrance
from South Main Street

5. New signalized parking lot entrance
from South Main Street

6. Safe pedestrian crossing from Noah
Webster Library

5. New signalized parking lot entrance A
from South Main Street

6.

Potential issues:

1. Impact to eastern edge of Unity Green

2. Relocation of street parking across
unity Green

3. Road capacity may be excessive

Potential issues:

1. Significant change to Unity Green

2. Relocation of street parking in front
of churches and library across Unity g
Green

Potential issues:
1. Slightly smaller Unity Green
2. Turns to/from retained street front
parking

Potential issues:
1 Relocation of street parking across
Unity Green

i

s"éi

What do you think? Place a sticker and/or write your thoughts below:

| like this 0 I like this c | like this c I like this ; A0
./)’(g "l/.ﬂu Fodedlo,r /- = . . . . ’
,/ ® ® 3

LDV? —fim.‘”‘
doesi- “py

‘ . . o busiesses

Q | don't like this Q | don't like this Q | don't like this Q I don't like this
g ~

. . . T, L e ‘ . . . @ ,\%:\if
. e T 7L/\ M e

. : /5/», /é %C»tm éx byt i ‘
. e%h(/M . | .

West Hartford Town Center Infrastructure Master Plan: s v e peiecve poge.

www.westhartfordct.gov/ wheenterplan

Street Design Workshop




- -CONCEPT IDEAS Unlty Green

What this design offers:

Benefits

1. Provides a more acoessible Unity
Green

2. Sharter pedestrian mtslm

3. Mew sidewalks along South
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What this design offers:

S
1. Provides bigger and mote accessible
Unity Green
2. Much shorter pedestrian crossings 5
3. New sidewalks along South Main ¥

Concept Ideas - Unity Green
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C - Two-Way with Front Door Parking

D - Unified Green - Two-Way Relocated
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What this design offers:

.. Benefits

1. Retains front door parking on South
Main

2. Much shorter pedestrien crossings
3. New sidewalks along South Main
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“The left turn lanes onto

Farmington are not really turn
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“Love that the green doesn't
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‘block’ businesses”
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What this design offers: What th|s design offers . 5 What thls design offers What thls design offers
Benefits Benefits ‘ ~_ Benefits ," 9 - Benefits
1. Simplifies intersection operations "? 1. Slower vehicular movements ! % g 1. Shorter vehicular movements | 3 i 1. Slower vehicular movements
2. Shorter pedestrian crossings ) 2. Shorter pedestrian crossings l - 2. Potential expansion of Unity Green 2. Shorter pedestrian crossings
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Concept Ideas - Farmington Avenue and South Main Street 5 B 87 G e IRy
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-----CONCEPT IDEAS - LaSalle Road -------------

The cross-sections below demonstrate concepts for improved design and broader usage of the available street space.
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The renderings below demonstrate concepts for envjgioning locations for dining amenity zones.

2.

away from building facade to
allow uninterrupted access to all
businesses

Clear walking zone closer to build-
ings

Common to both options:

Reduces the roadway width to
provide generous ADA accessible
sidewalk space

Replaces declining mono-culture of
non-native trees with new diverse
native street trees

New site furnishings such as
benches, bike racks and other ame-
nities

New paved surfaces

Potential issues:
1.
2%

Dining close to cars
Servers crossing sidewalk

What this design offers: What this design offers:
Benefits Benefits
# 1. Dedicated outdoor dining space 1. Dedicated outdoor dining space

anchored to building facade

2. Clear walking zone closer to

parked cars

Common to both options:

* Reduces the roadway width to
provide generous ADA accessible
sidewalk space

* Replaces declining mono-culture of
non-native trees with new diverse
native street trees

« New site furnishings such as
benches, bike racks and other ame-
nities

+ New paved surfaces

Potential issues:

1. Privatized feel of outdoor dining

2. Movement of passerby away from
building fronts, potentially impact-
ing retailers

§ | don't like this

¢ . 2 @ wad e

‘ Awimaig G
170 (<
@ pating oS '

& — e

LD\ L4 \741\ N
- 0y, Q! :t o/
| ! ! ; ) Ban; ot o/

« JUN Pbke 4 L,




- = o - - o o e o e e e e o e

SN e e R AT RS, e iy e R e R R T LV TR D S L EL N - TR COTE L ke = LSl S L M)

The renderings below demonstrate concepts for envjgioning locations for dining amenity zones.
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“LaSalle should remain 2 way
traffic to reduce congestion”

“Do not divide restaurants and
tables- bad for servers...for

B
1 diners”
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------CONCEPT IDEAS
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Voting Summary: Concept Ideas

LaSalle Road

Farmington Avenue
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