2022-2025 /4 Year in a Review

Tlie Messcon of Southern Local Schoole is to provide a guality, child centered education where all students can ucceed.

New Staff

Alisha Taylor-7-12 English Teacher
Chloe Wilson — Ag Teacher

Jaclyn Talbert — ES Intervention Specialist
Brea Minnich- ES Intervention Specialist
Gavin Dial — HS Social Studies

Kaisey Novotni — HS Art

Ephram Ausseresses — 5" Grade

Kristen Palonis- 4" Grade

Erin Fulk — ESC Aide

Amy Thompson — ESC Aide

Kym Satterfield- ESC Aide

Brittany Gamble - Cook

Genesis Hempker - Cook

Shawna Colvin - ESC Aide

Donna Jackson - ESC Aide

Ohio EPA Grant
John Arkley

Southern Local was recently awarded a grant from the
Ohio EPA to purchase water bottle refilling stations. The
grant award of $5454.59 will be used to purchase 4 water
bottle refilling stations that will be placed throughout the
building. In the last two years Southern Local has placed
several of these stations in the building. With the grant
we will have stations conveniently located throughout
the whole building.

The goal of the program is to reduce the amount of
plastic water bottles going to landfills. To date our bottle
fillers have saved 25,000 bottles of water.

Scott Christman, Superintendent

Millcreek Preschool

The bookmobile came to Millcreek Elementary and the
preschool students check out books. This is Mrs. Richards
class.

Ticket Booth - Ms. Dillon's Class Built

Meet our High School Student Support Team Staff

Miller High School encourages a comprehensive approach
to student development by providing support for
academic success, college and career readiness, and
social/emotional development. Our Student Support
Team fosters the development of a positive school
environment as students explore, learn, and grow during
high school and beyond.



Ms. Headlee started working as a school counselor at
Miller High School during the 2018-19 school year. She
works with students in grades 7-12 and focuses on
academic needs and development. Ms. Headlee helps
students choose appropriate courses, track graduation
progress, make informed academic decisions, and
develop skills necessary for academic success.

Ms. Headlee earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in
Psychology from Ohio University in 2016. She continued
her education at Ohio University to earn her Master of
Education degree in Counselor Education specializing in
School Counseling in 2018.

College/Career Coordinator - Missy Jones

/

Ms. Jones is the College and Career Coordinator. She
assists students in 7 - 12 grade with college and career
exploration, as well as assisting with coordination of
volunteer, internship and job shadowing opportunities,
assisting with college applications and process, assists
with financial aid & scholarships, and other things as they
relate to education beyond high school.

Ms. Jones earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in
Recreation and Sport Management and Minor in Business
from Ohio University. She has a long history of working
with the students in the community through as the
Coordinator of Kids Summer and Summer Youth Shops
Program until 2019.

Student Wellness Specialist - Sadie Kimble

Sadie Kimble is starting her 2nd year as the Student
Wellness Specialist at Miller High School. She works with
students in grades 7-12 on building healthy social &
emotional skills &

goals, and promoting well-being in all areas of life. Mrs.
Kimble supports students through individual meetings,
class wellness lessons, small groups, and coordinating
with community resources. Mrs. Kimble earned her
Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology from Otterbein
University in 2018 and completed a Master of Education

degree in School Counseling from Ohio University in
2021.

DONATION OF WATER BOTTLES FOR MHS STUDENTS
FROM THE CORNING EAGLE RIDERS

On behalf of the Administration, Staff, and Students at
Miller High School, we would like to give a sincere thanks
to the Corning Eagle Riders who donated clear water
bottles to the students in grades 7-12. Having clear
water bottles is a policy of the high school and this will
help all students to have the opportunity to have one.
Some of the Eagle Riders, Abby Toth-Fralick, Nikki Jones,
Alyssa Holbrook, Kim Jones, Jackie Patton, and Teresa
Martin were on hand this morning to deliver the donated
water bottles complete with a purple cap and Falcon
logo. Also pictured are Mr. Losco, MHS Principal, Mrs.
Headlee, School Counselor. Students on hand to assist
with the delivery were Olivia Dishon, Abby Wood, Ethan
Wilson, Joey Blaney, Conner Kaido, and Isaiah Shover.
Not pictured, but behind the camera, Missy Jones,
College and Career Coordinator.

The Corning Eagle Riders have been long-time supporters
of our local community and reached out to see how they
could help the Southern Local School District. Upon a few
suggestions as to what the school current needs are the
Eagle Riders rose to the occasion, the first being the
water bottles for the high school. Missy Jones has been
working closely with the Corning Eagle Riders as of late
and has been overwhelmed by their generosity to the
district. She noted that there are a couple of other
charitable contributions in the planning stages and to
look for information to be coming very soon!

You can learn more about the Corning Eagle Riders and
their charitable contributions in the next edition of the
Falcon Flier due out next month.

The First Ever Miller Girls Golf Team
Addyson Starlin

The Miller Falcons made history this year by having their
first ever girls golf team. The girls that played were Torin
Hinkle and she is a Senior sadly and this is her second
year playing, there’s Jayden Agriesti and it was her first
year playing, but was unable to play due to an injury.
There's Emma Starlin and she is a sophomore and it was
her first year too, there’s Abby Keller she is a sophomore
as well and it is also her first year, last but not least there
is Jetta Cozad and she is a freshman and it was her first
year as well.



| had the opportunity to do an interview with some of the
girls on the team. | interviewed Torin first and we
discussed: How do you feel that this was your last year
playing golf with your teammates? She responded “It has
definitely been a bittersweet season. | have loved playing
with this team and | am so glad that so many new faces
came out to play this year. | am sad that it is over and will
miss it very much, but | am excited to see how they all do
next year!”

Then | asked, “Do you think you did good this year
golfing?” She responded, “I feel like overall | have
improved since last year. | didn't always play as well as |
would have liked this season but | think that that's just
how golf goes. Some days you play your best and then
the next day you play the worst round of your life. It's just
part of the game”. | then asked her, how do you feel
about Miller having the first ever girls golf team? She
responded, “l was super excited when | first heard we
were having a girls’ team. | think it's super cool that | got
to be a part of the first one ever at Miller, especially since
it was my senior year. | really just enjoyed seeing young
girls come out and persevere in a sport that's geared
more toward boys.”

Then | asked Torin if she thought her younger teammates
improved throughout the season? She responded, “The
other girls on my team did an amazing job this season.
Golf is not an easy sport where you can just pick it up one
day and be good at it. It takes lots and lots of practice.
These girls stuck it out, worked their butts off, and had
amazing attitudes the whole time. | think that their scores
by the end of the season, compared to their first rounds,
definitely reflected all the hard work they put in. | am
super proud of them!”

How do you think the season went overall? she
responded, “Overall, | think that our season went pretty
well. This was the first year for most of our girls, which
can be challenging as they are still learning the game, but
we had a lot of fun and got better as the season went on.
| think that that is more important than our scores or how
we placed”

Then | asked, how do you think your teammates will do
from here on out? She responded, “I think that my
teammates could be very successful. | have seen so much
growth in their skills just over the short time they have
been golfing. They have so much potential and | think
that as long as they keep practicing, they will continue to
do well over the next few years.”

Next, | spoke to Emma Starlin, a sophomore and | asked
her why she chose to play golf? She responded, “l wanted
to try something new”. Then | asked her, do you think
you did good this year even though it was your first year?
" She responded, “I don’t think | did too bad, golf is a
hard sport to learn and | have a lot of room for
improvement”. Then | asked her, what she enjoyed most
about playing golf? Emma responded, “I really enjoyed
meeting new people at meets and learning how to play.”

Then | emailed Abby Keller and asked her similar
guestions. She responded, “I wanted to play golf this year
because | wanted to try something new and my brother
was the coach”. Then | asked, what goals do you have for
next year? She responded, “l want to be able to drive
better next year. | also want to be a better sportsman
while aging and put in more practice time in which I plan
to do this summer.” Then | asked, what did you enjoy
most about playing golf this year? She responded, “I
enjoyed being around non drama people and learning
how to control my swing. | also loved spending time with
my teammates and my brother.”

The girls on the team had a really good season overall
and enjoyed playing. Golf isn’t an easy sport to play and |
think these girls did very well and tried their hardest.
Unfortunately, | couldn’t reach out to Jayden Agriesti or
Jetta Cozad. Jetta did well during the season and Jayden
was injured before the first official meet.

Coach Doughty, Jayden Agriesti,
Torin Hinkle, Abby Keller, Jetta

Cozad, Emme Starlin

Building Partnerships with Service Providers

The 2nd Annual Community Connections Event was held
on Thursday, Sep 22, 2022 from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
during the first night of Parent Teacher Conferences. This
event was created out of the need to better understand
what service providers are available to our students and
their families in Perry County and the surrounding areas.
There were over 10 service providers in attendance;



Perry County Board of Developmental Disabilities
(PCBDD), Perry County Job and Family Services, GOALS,
HAPCAP, Perry County Health Department, STABLE
Accounts, ALLWELL, Opportunities for Ohioans with
Disabilities, OSU Nisonger Center, ACE & Aspirations
Program (OSU), Perry County District Library, and
Goodwill Industries.

Each service provider had representatives from their
agency to supply guests with agency information,
brochures and other important information, as well as
answer any questions they might have about the services
they provide. The district believes it is important for the
community to be informed and understand what is
available to their families and students and events like
this are helpful in getting more information in their
hands. In talking with Missy Jones, who has helped
spearhead this event for the past two years, she said she
is happy with the district supporting this idea and its
importance to the students, as well as those who have
been attending to get more information or to get
assistance with services. She also said that she learned in
making phone calls to parents that most were not aware
that many of the services are open to all students, not
just disadvantaged or those with special needs. We want
all of our students to feel supported on all levels. “For
me, this event has helped me network with these service
providers. | have been able to further my knowledge
about opportunities for our students and build
partnerships. Many of these agencies have been given
funds to support workforce development as well as
programs like CCMEP, WIOA, PCDD, and OOD and | have
been able to develop partnerships with them to help our
students if they choose to. It is a wonderful resource for
everyone and | am happy to be a part of something that
is useful to our Southern Local Community.” stated Ms.
Jones. She added that she was thankful to students Aden
Hinkle, Anna Freitag, and Desi Elkins for their
independent hard work in getting things set up for the
event, as well as John Decore and John Arkley for the
quick turnaround after school. Ms. Jones stated how
lucky she is to have not just the three volunteers
mentioned, but a large group of students, that when
asked, they show up. “I don’t think students understand
the importance of volunteering and how big of a help it is
to others and for that | am thankful”.

Thaddeus Fields, the Director of Student Services at
Miller High School stated, “Our second annual
Community Connections Night was another success. We
had even more community members attend this year
than last. It's very encouraging to see our students and
parents learning about the resources this county has to
offer. It's also impressive to see just how many resources
we have available in our area. I'm greatly appreciative to
all the students and staff who worked together to make
this night a success. We have a fantastic community and
I'm grateful that | am able to be in a place that truly cares
about all of our students.”

We hope that more students and parents become aware
of this event and that more participation will take place in

later years. This is a great opportunity for students and
parents to learn more about services in our community!

Pink Hair for the Cure and for the Win!

Mr. Fulk made a friendly wager with the 7th-grade girls'
volleyball team that if they won two sets by 10 points
each, he would dye his hair pink. They didn't win by 10,
but they won and according to Mr. Fulk they did win as
he had hoped. He said, " | was hoping (they would win)
not because | wanted pink hair, but that | was hoping it
would give them the motivation to win! The pink hair fits
with the cancer theme!"

6th Grade News

Ms. Crane's sixth-grade class just finished reading Restart
by Gordan Korman. The students worked in groups to
determine what's in a character's heart and brain, what a
character's perspective of the world might be, what a
character would hold in their hands forever, what it's like
to walk in their shoes, and more. Students practiced using
text-based evidence to support their analysis of the
character. | am incredibly proud of their work!




Haircuts for Kids

Through a very generous donation from the Corning
Eagle Riders, local cosmetologists will be giving free
haircuts @ Southern Local for our first-ever Hair Cuts for
Kids. Haircuts are Free for Southern Local Students K-12.
There are limited slots available on a first come first serve
basis

District News

Staff at Southern Local Schools conducted an Active
Shooter training exercise with local first responders.
These training exercises are required to be conducted
annually by all school districts in Ohio.

Events at Millcreek Elementary

Millcreek Elementary
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FFA
Abigail Keller

Hello, my name is Abigail Keller. | am the reporter of our
Miller FFA Chapter. FFA is an organization where young
leaders like myself and our other officers come together
and try to make a difference. FFA isn’t just about animals
as some of you may think. There are many CDEs you can
join! CDEs are environmental and natural resources
career development events where you compete against
other students. There are 25 different CDEs that you can
participate in such as Creed Speaking, Agricultural
Technology and Mechanical Systems, Environment and
Natural Resources, Forestry, Horses Evaluation, and
Livestock Evaluation. SAEs are experiences those students
are required to do themselves. For example, you can
bring your horse, pig, or chickens to a fair to show what
you have been working on with your animal or grow
gardens.

As a chapter we also like to plan on team building
activities. One event we host in the fall is our annual
pumpkin decorating contest for homerooms. We will
provide 1 pumpkin to each homeroom and the
homeroom teachers will pick one person from their

homeroom to come down and get their pumpkin. From
there the classes use whatever they decide as a group to
decorate their pumpkin. It has proven to be a competitive
event amongst the homerooms and also a lot of fun for
all of us when we see the final products.

Our biggest fundraiser of the year is our Annual FFA Fruit
Sale, which is going on right now through the end of this
month. Our FFA members are posted below and there
are pictures of us and our names so you can contact us if
you are interested in ordering from us. The money we
collect will go in our savings account that can be used to
promote FFA or help pay for Nation or state convention.
If you have any questions about the fundraiser, please
contact one of our FFA leaders or Mrs. Chloe Wilson, FFA
Advisor.

Moddie Stevenson §

Physics Class at Miller High School

Physics teacher, Austin Hook, with the financial help of
grant funding from the Southern Perry County Academic
Endowment Fund, the 2022-2023 Miller High School
Physics Class was able to obtain funding for their class
projects. These projects are chosen by the students, and
are completely in their hands from the beginning of the
year, until the end of it. Students are responsible for their
own designs, inventory, budget, purchasing materials,
and building their ideas. This year’s physics class had
three very creative, ambitious projects that were
created.

Senior, Jacob Williams, is presenting a Tesla coil. The
main Tesla coil in the image is one that was bought with
his funding, so that he could use that as a model for the
coils that he created from scratch. Using nothing more
than some electronic components, copper wire, and
some wood, he was able to create two function Tesla
coils. Unfortunately, one was too high of voltage, which
fried his circuit, and the other was too low of voltage,
which was not strong enough to light a lightbulb.



Regardless, Williams learned a lot through this project, Spirit Week at Miller High School
and has fun along the way.

Junior, Zoe Dobine, is presenting two different projects.
In one, she recreated a Ruben’s tube from scratch. This is
a flame tube that will display harmonics with fire.
Additionally, she has recreated a physics experiment that
proves the foundations of quantum mechanics that light
can behave as both a particle and wave. That experiment
is called the double slit experiment. She has done this
using a piece of PVC pipe and a laser, which was a unique
method to recreate a classic experiment. According to
Zoe, “I learned that the double slit experiment can be
done in a multitude of ways, even with a tube”.

Finally, Junior, Isaiah Shover. Shover set out from the
beginning of the year with the ambitious goal of creating
a 10-foot-tall catapult. Somewhere during the process, he
decided to go bigger than his original idea and made it 16
feet instead. There were many hardships with Shover’s
catapult, as boards kept splitting, screws kept breaking,
and the resistance from the workout bands that he used
just weren’t enough. Shover persevered, though, and was
able to launch a watermelon more than 20 feet. He hopes ,,\mcreek gleme
to work more over the summer to increase the launch

distance to over 100 feet. Isaiah commented, “My physics C’th'”g D"ve

Millcreek Elementary Clothing Drive
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These students set out from the beginning of the year
with ambitious ideas. They came across many hardships
throughout, as is expected when trying something new,
and challenging. They learned through this project, one of
the most important life lessons that individuals can learn:
perseverance. They kept going, even when things weren’t
going their way and their projects looked hopeless. They
learned to have fun during hard times as well.

Prevention Resource Fair at Millcreek Elementary

Prevention Resource Fair

at Millicreek Elementary
Hosted By: Perry Behavioral Health Choices. Inc.

PBHC and community paritners will provide
resources in:
e Drug and Alcohol Prevention
e Tobacco Use Prevention
e Suicide Prevention
e Nufrition
e And so much more!

S NOV. 3rd %%,

dpm-7pm 69; -

AR

This eventis held at the same time as parent feacher conferences.
with hopes of providing prevention resources to the teachers.
parents, and children who need them.

110397 OH-155, Corning. OH 43730




National Principal's Month Signing

In October, we took a moment to recognize and thank Lady Falcons Senior Olivia Dishon officially signed with

our principals who do so much for our district's students, University of Wisconsin-Plattville, to continue her

families, and staff. Academic and Athletic Career with the Pioneers!
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In honor of National School
Principal Month, we would
like to take a moment to
recognize and thank our
school principals who do so
much for our district's

students, families, and staff.
Thank you to Tony Losco,
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COMMITTED

UW-PLATTEVILLE

Education Support Staff Professionals Day

November 16 was Education Support Staff Professionals
Day. We are so lucky to have you all! v

In honor of National School
Principal Month, we would
like to take a moment to
recognize and thank our
school principals who do so

o o much for our district's
students, families, and staff.
\ S/ S Thank you to Annette Losco,
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National School Lunch Week 2022

It’s NMational school 00 %",
Lunch week!

et's take a moment to recognize our Food S

team at Southern Local Schools:
Debbie, Candy, Amy, Nancy, Tammy, Steve,
and Amy.

Not pictured: Brittany

N
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Santa Paws Supply Drive

&

Miller High School

%4 Perry County Dog Shelter %y

Santa Paws
Supply Drive

Help Shelter Dogs Have A Happy Holiday
Donate New Or Cleaned Lightly Used Toys, Treats, Blankets, Food
A Collection Box Will Be By The High School Office
Collecting from December 5th through December 20th

MHS National Honor Society Food Drive

CHRISTMAS

Food
Drive

DECEMBER
12TH-16TH

Hosted by National Honor Society

The week of December 12th-16th, National
Honor Society is hosting a food drive!
There will be boxes set up in the front

hallway labeled with different
teachers/administrators names. The staff
member with the most food in their box at
the end of the week will get PIED IN THE

FACE by a person of their choice!!

Retirement

Jeff Kaaz, retired as Treasurer of Southern Local Schools
on December 31, 2022. Jeff was the Treasurer at
Southern Local Schools for 15 years. We appreciate Jeff's
hard work and dedication to Southern Local Schools.

New Treasurer

Brooke Champ became the Treasurer of Southern Local
Schools on January 1, 2023. Brooke was the former

Assistant Treasurer. She graduated from Franklin
University with a Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration in December of 2022.

Career Day Comes in with a Cornucopia of Choices!

Article by Cooper Plant

On January 13, 2023, multiple business owners and
others alike came to our school to create futures for
Falcons on Career day. Over twenty careers were
represented that day. These generous people gave us
some of their knowledge, so we can make use of it in our
futures.

Students were able to select their top four careers, and
spend time learning about how to work within these
careers. Students were able to ask questions to career
professionals, learn about those people’s career paths,
and the education they will need in order to follow
through with that career.

Among the many careers, some of the most popular were
Firefighting, EMS, Wildlife Officers and Management, the
Arts, and Community Development. Though there were
still many more options to choose from, more than eighty
percent of the careers represented were from people
who lived locally, and some were even alumni from
Miller.

The event was organized by a team of local people that
included the Student Services Team here at Miller High
School, Project Rise, and Perry County JFS. Thanks to
these people's efforts, many children have discovered
possible career paths for their future. Who knows how
many entrepreneurs will be running around in the future,
thanks to Career Day?
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College Credit Night at Miller High School

Credit

PARENTS/GUARDIANS & STUDENTS THAT PLAN
TO PARTICIPATE IN CCP COURSEWORK FOR
THE 23-24 SCHOOL YEAR

College Credit Plus Information Night

Monday, January 30th, 2023
5:00pm - 6:00pm
Miller High School Cafeteria

Local colleges and universities will be in attendance to provide
information and answer questions

opics covered will include:
v Opportunities to earn free college credit
v Risks and benefits of participating

v Application requirements and procedures

Attendance is required if you plan to take any form of CCP courses
next year, including CCP courses in our building.

If you have any questions, please contact your school counselor

Millcreek Elementary January and February Student of
the Month

On the top are January's Student of the Month: lvy Lantz
(KG), Everly Blosser (1), Torie Tesner (5), Norah Cross (6),
Avery Kemper (3), Kaden Wintermute (2), Ryleigh Nelson
(4)

On the bottom are February's Students of the Month:
Kacie Perani (K): Kylie Miller (4), Brayden Whitney (5),
Emma Gilvin (1), Wyatt Houser (4), Elyza Plumley (6), and
Kaitlyn Swackhamer (3). Not pictured is Robert Shover
(2).

Girl Scouts Return to Millcreek

Troop 8111 has returned to Millcreek Elementary! The
troop meets weekly under the leadership of volunteers
Brooke Champ, Ann Hinkle, and Angie Plant. The girls are
looking forward to working on badges and participating in
events this year. The troop is kicking off their cookie
sales the week of Jan 10 so be looking for those cookie
order forms to be coming your way! Our troop is
currently at its capacity but if your daughter is interested
in joining, we will accept new members in the fall!

Winter Sports

Winter Wonderland Homecoming 2023

By: Anna Freitag

The 2022-2023 Winter Homecoming was held on
Saturday, January 28, 2023 in the High School
Cafetorium. The festivities took place during the JV and
Varsity Boy Basketball games on Friday January 27, 2023.
We would like this opportunity to introduce you to our
2023 homecoming court.

The freshman court included: Princess and Prince Elect
Hallie West and Zander Bice; Lily Miller, Shauntel Tivner,
Tyler Hartley, Jayden Keller. Hallie West’s hobbies include
jumping on the trampoline, art, and animals. Her favorite
class is Art. Lily Miller’s hobbies include softball, drawing,
music, and being around friends and family. Her favorite
class is Math. Shauntel Tivner’s hobbies include softball,
shooting bow and arrow, hanging out with friends and
going to the park. Her favorite class is English. Zander
Bice’s hobbies include football and waterpolo. His
favorite class is Ag. Tyler Hartley’s hobbies include Golf or
just sports in general. His favorite class is World History.
Jayden Kellar’s hobbies include weightlifting after school
with his friends, playing his gaming system, hanging out
with friends and family, and working. His favorite class is
Algebra.

The sophomore court included: Princess and Prince Elect
Brianna Phipps and Joseph Blaney; Hannah Stover, Riley
Dilinger, Joseph Blaney, Logan Doughty and Richard



Freitag. Brianna Phipps’s hobbies include reading, playing
ukulele, cheer, singing, drawing, and painting. Her all
time favorite class is Physical Science even though it's 9th
grade but if she had to choose one from this year it would
have to be English. Hannah Stover’s hobbies include
playing volleyball. Her favorite class is Money Matters.
Riley Dilinger’s hobbies include reading books, cleaning,
and spending time with family and friends. Her favorite
class is Biology. Joseph Blaney’s hobbies include hunting,
playing sports, and spending time with family and friends.
His favorite class is workshop eighth period. Logan
Doughty’s hobbies include sports, hunting, and fishing.
His favorite class is World History with Thompson and
that will never change. Richard Freitag’s hobbies include
Reading, playing games on his phone, and hanging out
with family and friends. His favorite class is Band.

The junior court included: Princess and Prince Elect
Brenna Ferguson and Christopher Kaido; Jayden Agriesti,
Tori Hiles, Jackson Hoskinson, Austin Perry. Brenna
Ferguson hobbies include cheer and hanging out with
friends. Her favorite class is English. Jayden Agriesti’s
hobbies include softball, basketball, volleyball, track, and
cheer. Her favorite class is her Cosmetology Lab. Tori
Hiles’s hobbies include hanging out with friends. Her
favorite class is her Cosmetology Lab. Christopher Kaido's
hobbies include sports and weightlifting. His Favorite
class is Science. Jack Hoskinson’s hobbies include hunting
and gaming. His favorite class is his Powerlining Lab.
Austin Perry’s hobbies include basketball, video games,
and hunting. His favorite class is gym.

Lastly, the senior court included: Queen and King Elect
Emilee Starlin and and Jeb Bolyard; Taylor Edgell, Torin
Hinkle, Courtney Glenaman, Nathanial Taylor, and Cole
Ferguson. Emilee Starlin hobbies include cheering, doing
hair, and walking her dogs. Her favorite class is Anatomy.
Taylor Edgell’s hobbies include trail riding and working in
the garage with her dad. Her favorite class is her Fire/Ems
Lab. Torin Hinkle’s hobbies include golfing, taking naps,
working out, hanging out with friends, and watching TV.
Her favorite class is her Sports Medicine Lab. Courtney
Glenaman's hobbies include painting, hanging out with
friends, and listening to music. Her favorite class is CCP
Psychology class because she gets to learn how the mind
works which is just satisfying to her. Jeb Bolyard’s
hobbies include Golf, cooking, working outdoors, and
motorsports. His favorite class is Accounting. Nathaniel
Taylor’s hobbies include making music and working. His
favorite class is gym. Cole Ferguson’s hobbies include
basketball and riding. His favorite class is Psychology with
Mr. Dial.

Altogether, the court is full of very outgoing and amazing
students. Congratulations to all of the homecoming
attendants, especially the seniors. | hope the seniors had
a great experience at our 2023 Winter Homecoming for
your last homecoming. Thank you to the Student Council
for organizing the Winter Wonderland Homecoming
Dance.

The Dentist Came to Millcreek Elementary

THE DENTIST IS COMING TO SCHOOL
Get in-school dental care at NO COST to you!!

¢ The Mobile Dentists will be coming to Southern
Local on Monday February 13%.

¢ Available for ALL students in grades Preschool-
12" grade

¢ Permission forms will be coming home with your
child. If you would like them to participate, please
fill out and return forms.

¢ You can also sign-up online @
https://www.myschooldentist.com/MFSLOH_schsr
m

If you have any questions, please contact Courtney Bolyard
@ 740-721-0535 or by email
Courtney.bolyard@southerniocal.org

School Counselor Week - February 6-10

This week is used as a time to both appreciate and uplift
the important impact school counselors have on our
school and communities.

We are fortunate to have Ms. Headlee and Ms. Kimble at
Miller High School, and Ms. Tegge at Millcreek
Elementary. Huge thank you goes out for all they do for
our students.

Bus Driver Appreciation

Every day, either as children or parents, we appreciate
school bus drivers. They are always there to make sure
that kids go to and from school, safely and on time.
Parents are assured that once their kids leave their
homes for school, they are in good hands of the bus
drivers. We greatly appreciate our drivers at Southern
Local Schools.

FEBRUARY 22ND IS NATIONAL SCHOOL BUS DRIVER

APPRECIATION DAY!

‘We greally appreciale our Bus Drivers for S
all they do for our studenls and families!

National FFA week

National FFA week was a success with our first-year
teacher Ms. Wilson! We did fun interactive activities such
as line dancing, guessing how many soy beans were in a
jar, and all throughout the week we had jars with
teachers that volunteered to kiss a pig to help raise
money to donate to Perry County farm bureau!
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Going Once, Going Twice...You Win!
By: Austin Luning

This year's Mlllcreek PTO Ticket Auction (formally known
as the Chinese Auction) will be held on Saturday, April
1st. Bidding starts at 12pm with the drawing beginning at
3pm. This event is held at Millcreek Elementary's
cafetorium and gym. Some raffle items to be featured are
a meat smoker, PS5, gift card bundle, a lottery tree and a
money tree. Some other items available to win are a
scooter, basketball rim, classroom baskets, and lots
more!

The Millcreek PTO uses all funds raised by this event to
supply students with classroom resources, field trips, and
Carnival Day to name a few. If you are interested in
donating, please call the school at 740-721-0520 or
contact any PTO officer. The current PTO officers are
Taylor Hite, Amanda Bice, Rae Denny, and Abbie Vann.

MILLCREEK
ELEMENTARY

28
Anaual PO Tickel
Auclion

April 1, 2023
Bidding noon -3
Drawing Begins @ 3:00 pm
in the Middle School Cafetorium
Profits from this event will help fund field trips

classroom equipment. materials, and student
incentives.

Donations are being accepted now! To make a donation
or schedule a pick-up please contact a PTO member or
send us a message on Facebook
@ Millcreek Elementary PTO

Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month
By: Sarah Alfman

The month of March is dedicated to raise
awareness for persons with developmental disabilities. In
support of these individuals we would like to spotlight a
not so well known service that is available to people with
disabilities. This program is called Supported Decision
Making made possible by the Ohio Network for
Innovation (ONI). Supported Decision Making is the
ability to ask for help when making decisions if it is
needed and knowing a trusted person to go to when you
need help. People with disabilities are not the only ones
who need help making decisions, everyone needs advice
at some point in their life. But, for people with disabilities
most individuals have a legal guardianship where
someone else makes decisions for them. Supported
Decision Making is a less restrictive option to legal
guardianship where the individual can go to their support
person for help making decisions. The support person can
be any trusted person that the individual feels
comfortable going to. This person’s job is to help the
individual understand their choices and the
consequences that could arise from the choices. The ONI
Director of Operations Josh Young stated, “People with
disabilities have the right to make decisions in life, but
are not always given this opportunity. Everyone needs
help at some point in their lives and support can be
unique to each person and their situation.” Josh Young
has been to Miller High School and has presented this
opportunity to students in the Academy for Leadership
Abilities class. Josh Young said, “It is good practice for
students to learn to make decisions now.” His
presentation gave tips on how to be a responsible
decision maker and gave life situation examples
that students could practice making decisions for.
Supported Decision Making can benefit students at
Miller High School because it is important for everyone to
learn to make decisions and have someone to go to to
seek help making these decisions. Supported Decision
Making is also an opportunity for students with
disabilities who are graduating from high school and



transitioning to adulthood. At some point in your life you
are bound to make the wrong decision but this provides a
growth opportunity for each person. The MHS newspaper
staff would like to thank all of the Special Education staff
at Miller High School who provide support and education
services to individuals with disabilities here at the school.

Millcreek Elementary Right to Read Week
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Mighty Marching Falcons
Mr. Josh Carroll, MHS Band Director

In the 23-24 school year, the Marching Falcons will be
making their return to the district for the first time in
over twenty years! We're very fortunate to have a
supportive community behind us. We currently have 17
students registered for Marching Band next year, but we
expect more students as we're still taking registrations
until the end of the school year. We have some dedicated
kiddos! Next school year the Marching Band will be
performing in pep rallies, parades, and home and away
football games for pregame and playing in the stands.

During this school year, 22-23, we've begun practicing
once a week starting in March to begin learning the
basics of marching, as well as getting a head start on our
music for next school year.

Please come out and see the Miller High School Marching
Falcons at football games and in parades! If you wish to
further support the program, please contact Mr. Carroll
at joshua.c oII@soythenIocaI.org. Go Falcons!

Rock Your Socks on March 21 for World Down Syndrome

Day!

Millcreek Elementary's March student of the month
students

Millcreek Elementary's March student of the
month students! We have (from L to R, grade
levels in parenthesis): Christian Morrison (1st),
Emma McLean (3rd), Lyllian Palmer (5th), Jala
White (6th), Camden Cox (2nd), and Raphael
Stanley (K). Not pictured: Alyssa Edwards (4th).

Baseball Season is Here!!

By: Justice Mitchell
Baseball season is here and our Baseball Coach
Scott Weis is ready to start off the season!!

Scott Weis has coached baseball for eight years
and has been head coach for seven years. He
chose to coach baseball because it has always
been his favorite sport to play and watch. Coach
Weis is thankful for having the opportunity to
coach this specific sport. He states that if his team
works hard together, that they will have a
successful season!

Scott Weis also supports any extracurricular
activity such as band, sports, FFA, choir, etc. “I
believe that students who are involved in some
sort of activity are more likely to have success in
the future.” His core values as a baseball coach are
to teach the kids lessons that they can apply in
their life. "I try to instill the importance of hard



work, dedication, teamwork, and communication
with each of my players, while also teaching them
the game of baseball.”

Scott Weis is excited to see his team play, and is
also ready to get to know the players who are a
part of his team!

Let’s go Falcons!!!

Falcons Fight Together I.#SURISTRONG

Sixth Grade News

The sixth-grade students have been in a competition
since the beginning of the school year. These are the
first five students to meet the challenge of
answering a total of 10,000 IXL questions this school
year!

They were rewarded with a surprise pizza party for
their hard work.

Tanner Howard

Austin Luning

[an Downs

[saiah Allen

Melanie Miller

Falcon Fan Store

Calling all Falcon fans! Miller High School's Athletic
Department is excited to announce its new online
Falcon Fan Store! The online store is accessible year-
round and has a wide variety of Falcon fan gear -
such as hats, blankets, shirts, drinkware, hoodies,
jackets, and accessories. Items are available as sport-

specific or non-specific all-school spirit wear. Check
it out and stock up on some Falcon gear!

All purchases made via Miller's online Fan Store will
help fund the many different items and services
needed throughout the year for the athletic
program.

Our Athletic Department as well as our students
would greatly appreciate your support and purchase
made through our new Fan Store! The link and
password to the Falcon Fan Store site will be below.

Thank you so much for supporting our Falcon
students!

https://shop.game-one.com/ohio/corning/miller-
high-
Password: falcons (case sensitive)

Millcreek Elementary Student Council

The Millcreek Elementary Student Council was able
to obtain 20 new headphones and 22 new cables for
their music room through their Valentine Gram
Fundraiser in February. They raised a total of $593
in total, delivered Valentine grams during the
parties, and improved their school while they were
atit. Thank you, Millcreek Elementary Student
Council!

Pictured back row from L to R: Jersee Pesimer,
Kennedy Kemper, Peyton Chandler, and Mrs. Connie
Barnes (music teacher). Front row from L to R:
Rylynn Bice and Kiria Bright. Not pictured: Marlee
McLaughlin.

April 25 is “School Bus Driver Day.”

Please take a moment to thank the men and women
working in our transportation department for the
efforts they make in keeping our children safe each
day.
Thank you so much to our Bus Drivers here at
Southern Local Schools!

John Bolyard

Tim Garbline

Jamie Knippa



Cris Reed
Mike Reed
Sam Kalmento
Dianna Searles
Tina Wickham

Administrative Assistants Day 2023

We are so grateful for your dedication and hard
work. Thank you for being an integral part of our
team. Happy Administrative Assistants Day!
Melinda Bartley
Kera Hill
Amy Starlin
Keista Wickham

Miller High School Spring Sports

Athens-Meigs ESC for the Franklin B. Walter All-
Scholastic Award for Perry County

Miller High School, Southern Local Schools, would
like to give a Falcon Shout Out to Brynley
Needham for being selected by the Athens-Meigs
ESC for the Franklin B. Walter All-Scholastic Award
for Perry County. This award was established in
1989 by Ohio's educational service center
superintendents to recognize outstanding student
achievement. The recipients recognized are some
of the best and brightest students in the Class of
2023. To recognize these awardees, the OESC held
a luncheon on April 18, 2023 at the Nationwide
Hotel and Conference Center in Lewis Center,
Ohio. Brynley was joined by her parents, Lloyd and
Laurie Needham, her invited guests, Mr. Jeff
Shoemaker, Math Teacher and Missy Jones,
College and Career Coordinator, both of Miller
High School, as well as Heather Wolfe,
Superintendent, Athens-Meigs ESC, along with

other high school students representing each of
Ohio's eighty-eight counties. We would like to
congratulate Brynley, and all of those students
who were nominated and selected for their
outstanding achievements.

2023 Perry County Winner
Franklin B. Walter All-Scholastic Award

/A\
OESC ) Brynley Needham
\ ;}1(}]“,}\ "u Southern Local Schools

Nominated by Athens-Meigs ESC

Tri-County Envirothon

On Wednesday, April 18 Miller FFA Students Emma
Starlin, Scarlett Alfman, Olivia Dishon, Abby Wood,
Abby Keller, Jada Banik, and Willow Grahame
attended and competed in the Tri-County
Envirothon held on April 18, 2023, at Dillon State
Park in Zanesville, OH, Muskingum County. They
were accompanied by their VoAg teacher and FFA
Advisor, Ms. Chloe Wilson.

The Envirothon is directed by the National
Conservation Foundation and hosted by local Soil
and Water Conservation Districts. It is for High
School, grades 9-12, and is an annual competition
held each spring. The Envirothon incorporates STEM
principles, hands-on and experiential learning, and
field experiences. The competition is splitinto 5
categories: Soils, forestry, Aquatics, Wildlife, and
Current Environmental issues, which students are
tested on. Students are challenged individually,
however, scoring totals are as a team. High School
students compete across the state on a local level at
one of five areas of Envirothons. The top four teams
from each Area Envirothon will then compete at the
state level in June and the winning team will then
compete at the national level at the NCF Envirothon
which is held annually in July.

The Tri-County Envirothon is a non-sanctioned,
practice competition with teams from Licking,
Muskingum, and Perry Counties. Students were
proud to represent Miller. In an interview with
seniors Abby Wood, Miller FFA Vice-President, and
Olivia Dishon, FFA President, and Perry County
Junior Fair Board Member, both stated how good it
felt to actually be out and competing after a long
absence of four years. They both joked about how
cold it was, but that the event was fun. Abby stated
that due to their inexperience in competing in these



types of events, they felt a bit 'overwhelmed' but
that it was a fun experience and was glad that they
had the opportunity to get out and apply what they
have been learning in a hands-on environment. Both
students stated that the current team had never
done anything like this and are hopeful that not only
those students who will remain as part of Miller FFA
will continue to compete and that is hopeful that it
will show others that there are so many more things
that FFA has to offer to help increase numbers and
interest in their organization.

Members are looking forward to the upcoming Ag
Day with Millcreek Elementary students and State
Convention in Columbus, both in May. Current FFA
officers are encouraging all students that have an
interest in science, nature, wildlife, and aquatics to
talk to them so they can show and tell you more
about opportunities with VoAg and FFA!

Regional Scholars

Miller High School was represented by 3 of their top
juniors this week at Regional Scholars. Regional
Scholars is a 2-day leadership conference held
yearly at Camp Akita in Logan, Ohio. Students spend
two days learning and strengthening their
leadership skills and team-building skills. The event
is sponsored by Region 11 Gifted Coordinators.
Sixty-four students from Athens, Gallia Academy,
Gallia Local, Jackson, Meigs, Miller, Nelsonville,
Trimble, Southern Local-Meigs, Switzerland of Ohio,
Warren, Wellston, and Vinton County were in
attendance. Students participated in leadership
workshops, team-building activities, and a college
fair.

Pictured from left to right are Gifted Coordinator Dr.
Kim Jones, Quinn Seurkamp, Gifted Intervention
Specialist Angie Plant, Brenna Ferguson, and Conner

Photography Winner

Photography Winner- Kendra Price- Miller High
School Prize Sponsor Nash Imaging.
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Happy Teacher Appreciation Week!

Educators are unsung heroes. Everyone remembers
that one teacher who made an incredible impact on
their life, whether they helped you figure out a
passion, get through a tough year, or simply
provided a shoulder to cry on. Teachers work
tirelessly to educate, inspire, and guide us.

Thank you to our educators here at Southern Local
Schools.

Miller High Schools' 2023 Top 10 Seniors

Thank you to our many sponsors who made this
event possible. Also, thank you to everyone behind
the scenes for all of your help.

1- Jeb Bolyard

2- Brynley Needham

3- Emma Hartberger
4- Joseph Tokie

5- Courtney Glenaman

6- Torin Hinkle

7- Patrick McConnell
8- Katie Palmer

9- Trenton Hoffman

10- Emily Rodgers




6th Grade News

After a long couple of days of cooperative teamwork,
these two teams solved a series of complicated math
problems in Ms. Paulson’s sixth-grade math class
and were rewarded with a pizza party.

Elyza Plumley, Jocy Bray, Kam Doty-Balch, Elliot
Klingler, and Connor Collins

April and May Millcreek Elementary Student of the
Month

April (back row L to R, grade levels in parenthesis):
Bentley Wilson (K), Jade Cozad (3), Maddisyn Purvis
(4), Tanner Howard (6), Mattie Fulk (5) (front row L
to R, grade levels in parenthesis): Leona Crawford
(K), and Casey Bice (2).

May (back row L to R, grade levels in parenthesis):
Ella Duffy (5), Jacie Brock (3), Levi Denny (6),
Nathan Parker (4), Serenity Banda (K) (front row L
to R, grade levels in parenthesis): Ryan Post (2),
Dominik Semler (1).

Softball

Our Softball Team earned the Sectional Title on May
10, 2023. This is the first Sectional Title for the

softball team since 1995!! As their season continues,
let's all make sure they know they have the support
of all of us here and all the Falcon fans of the

community!!

Our Staff at Southern Local Schools would like to
congratulate the softball players for their hard work
this season as well as Coach Agriesti, Coach Plant,
Volunteer Coach Agriesti, and Volunteer Coach
Dishon.

o k. AT o

National Guard

Congratulations to our Junior, JD Gohring, who
was sworn in Friday for the National Guard.

2023 Best of Class

Class of 2023 students Jeb Bolyard, Valedictorian,
and Brynley Needham, Salutatorian, found time to



play a little at the Columbus Metropolitan Library
after filming for 2023 Best of Class. They were
among 250 students from Central Ohio invited to
participate in ABC 6 and FOX 28 Best of Class
filming. Watch for the segments soon to be aired
on the previously mentioned channels.

Summer Meal Distribution

Summer Meal Distribution Schedule for Perry
County District Library Locations Beginning June 5
and running through July 29, all PCDL locations
(including the bookmobile) will be providing grab-n-
go meal packs weekly (provided by Children’s
Hunger Alliance). Days & Times are:

Bookmobile, all community stops (add a link to
bookmobile schedule)

Corning-Mondays, 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Crooksville- Mondays, 10:30-11:30 a.m. and 245-
330 p.m.

Junction City Branch-Wednesdays, 5:00-6:00 p.m.
New Lexington (Main)-Wednesdays, 11:45 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. and 5:00-6:00 p.m.

Somerset Branch-Wednesdays 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Thornville Branch-Tuesdays, 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

In addition, Corning Branch Library will be serving
lunches at the library Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday (provided by the SE Ohio Foodbank).

Please note, we are also doing a BIG GRAB-N-GO
food distribution to help families in that time
between school being out and summer food service
starting. Each child will receive 2 meal packs (each
having a mix of breakfasts and lunches) starting May
30th and running while supplies last. This was
funded by our United Way food insecurities grant.

First Grade News

Mrs. Moore's first-grade class published a class
book through a company called Studentreasure.
Each student researched an insect and wrote and

illustrated 2 pages in the book to create the class
story, “Insects Around Us".

USDA Summer Meals

USDA Summer Meals for Kids Site Finder

USDA works closely with states to ensure that
children who receive free or reduced-price school
meals can get the nutrition they need when schools
are closed - whether during summer break or
unexpected closures during the school year.
Through USDA's summer meal programs, approved
sites in communities across the country can serve
meals to kids up to age 18 at no cost. Families can
use this tool to find directions to nearby meal sites,
as well as their hours of operation and contact
information.

As of May 18, 2023 the site finder has data for 25
states, and includes: AK, AR, AZ, CA, CO, FL, IA, IL, IN,
KS, KY, LA, MO, MT, NC, ND, OH, OR, PA, SC, SD, TN,
TX, VA, WI.

Families seeking food assistance for their children
can also contact the USDA National Hunger Hotline,
operated by Hunger Free America. The hotline can
be reached Monday through Friday between 7 a.m.
to 10 p.m. ET. at 1-866-3-HUNGRY (1-866-348-
6479) (for English) or 1-877-8-HAMBRE (1-877-
842-6273) (for Spanish).

“Sponsor a Hole”

Miller Alumni and Falcon Supporter Tyler Stiles
made a very generous donation to the Miller Golf
Team today for their "Sponsor a Hole” fundraiser
The golf team is "teeing off” their 23-24 season
with new boys and girls golf coach, Randy Adams.
Pictured is Tyler Stiles of High White Honda
presenting his donation to incoming freshman
Cooper Plant.



Honorable Mention All-District

Bryce Dorsey and Logan Doughty

Middle School Track

These 5 Miller middle school track and field
athletes received awards for their outstanding
season.

Ethan Tucker and Alivea Luning for most points
scored. David Lanning the throwing award, Hannah
Hartley for most outstanding sprinter and
Jeremiah Boley the 7th grade award.

The girls 4x400 relay team of Grace Rider, Alivea
Luning, Hannah Hartley and Emma Lanning broke
the high school record with their 2nd place
performance in the MSL league meet.

Miller High School Field Day

Special thanks to Corning & Shawnee Fire
Department for allowing us to use & fill up the
dunk tank. And to the army national guard for
bringing the inflatables.

Millcreek Elementary's Field Day 2023

Millcreek Elementary's FFA Day




