
Summer Reading Resources for Lower School Families 2023

Research shows that reading for pleasure leads to success in school, the workplace, and life. It
helps kids empathize with their peers and reduces their stress levels. During the summer, kids
have more time to read for enjoyment, which also offers a great opportunity to preserve and
strengthen their reading skills. Set aside time for your child to read each day during the summer
break--15 to 30 minutes per day is all it takes! Advance literacy and academic performance by
engaging your child in reading and reading-related activities during the summer months.

● Frequent the library, start a summer book club with friends, or create a family challenge
to read a certain number of books before school starts.

● Foster a love of reading through public library programs and services.
● Listen to audiobooks together.
● Increase successful reading experiences through self-selected books,

librarian-supported selections, and recommendations from teachers, family members,
and friends.

Below are some books that you and your child might enjoy together this summer. At the end of
the list, you will find more information and resources: inspiration to look at the “windows and
mirrors” of your child’s bookshelf; ideas to spark book-related conversations; and more places to
look for awesome books.

Please don’t hesitate to email Kate Hewitt or Jenn McDonough this summer for personalized
book recommendations based on the latest titles your child has enjoyed.

Picture Book Read-Aloud Recommendations For All Grade Levels

➔ Hot Dog (Doug Salati)
➔ Evergreen (Matthew Cordell)
➔ Berry Song (Michaela Goade)
➔ Knight Owl (Christopher Denise)
➔ Choosing Brave: How Mamie Till-Mobley and Emmett Till Sparked the Civil Rights

Movement (Angela Joy & Janelle Washington) **ages 8-12**
➔ A Day with No Words (Tiffany Hammond & Kate Cosgrove)
➔ Listen: How Evelyn Glennie Changed Percussion (Shannon Stocker & Devon

Holtzworth)
➔ Just Like Grandma (Kim Rogers & Julie Flett)
➔ The Kindest Red: A Story of Hijab and Friendship (Ibtahaj Muhammad, S.K. Ali & Hatem

Aly)
➔ Plátanos Go with Everything/Los Plátanos van con todo (Lissette Norman & Sara

Palacios and translated by Kianny N. Antigua)
➔ Chloe’s Lunar New Year (Lily LaMotte & Michelle Lee)
➔ Nell Plants a Tree (Anne Winter & Daniel Miyares)

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/659445/hot-dog-by-doug-salati/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250317179/evergreen
https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/titles/michaela-goade/berry-song-caldecott-honor-book/9780316494175/?lens=lb-kids
https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/titles/christopher-denise/knight-owl/9780316310628/?lens=christy-ottaviano-books
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250220950/choosingbrave
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250220950/choosingbrave
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/A-Day-With-No-Words/Tiffany-Hammond/9781736949795
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/623828/listen-by-shannon-stocker-illustrated-by-devon-holzwarth/
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/just-like-grandma-kim-rogers?variant=40390212550690
https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/titles/ibtihaj-muhammad/the-kindest-red/9780759555709/?lens=lb-kids
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/platanos-go-with-everythinglos-platanos-van-con-todo-lissette-norman?variant=40531145162786
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/chloes-lunar-new-year-lily-lamotte?variant=40333137707042
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/nell-plants-a-tree-anne-wynter?variant=40404477214754


Chapter Book Read-Aloud Recommendations

We have tried to choose titles that will make great read-alouds across many different ages;
however, as with any read-aloud, we recommend that you preview and pre-read the book before
sharing it with your child. These are all available as audiobooks and we think they will make the
miles pass quickly on any family road trips!

➔ The Flamingo: A Graphic Novel Chapter Book (Guojing) **wordless**
➔ The Eyes and the Impossible (Dave Eggers)
➔ Esme’s Birthday Conga Line (Lourdes Heuer)
➔ Leeva at Last (Sara Pennypacker)
➔ Surely, Surely Marisol Rainey (Erin Entrada-Kelly)
➔ Haven: A Small Cat’s Big Adventure (Megan Wagner Lloyd)
➔ The Lost Ryu (Emi Watanabe Cohen)
➔ The Problim Children (Natalie Lloyd)
➔ Always, Clementine (Carlie Sorosiak)
➔ Miles Lewis King of the Ice (Kelly Starling Lyons & Wayne Spencer)
➔ The Sheep, the Rooster, and the Duck (Matt Phelan)
➔ Maizy Chen’s Last Chance (Lisa Yee) **ages 8-12**
➔ Merci Suarez Plays it Cool (Meg Medina) **ages 8-12**
➔ A Seed in the Sun (Aida Salazar) **ages 8-12**
➔ Swim Team: Small Waves, Big Changes (Johnnie Christmas) **ages 8-12**

*************************************************************************************************************
PreK-Grade 1 Book Recommendations
➔ Fiction: Holi Hai! (Chitra Soudner & Darshika Varma); Friends Are Friends, Forever

(Dane Liu & Lynn Scurfield); Mii maanda ezhi-gkendmaanh/This Is How I Know (Brittany
Luby)

➔ Nonfiction: Fearless Heart: An Illustrated Biography of Surya Bonaly (Frank Murphy &
Surya Bonaly); Listen to the Language of the Trees (Tera Kelley & Marie Hermansson);
Make Way for Animals! (Meeg Pincus); To Change a Planet (Christina Soontornvat)

➔ Graphic Novels: Hello, Hedgehog (Norm Feuti); Norma and Belly (Mika Song)
➔ Poetry: Beautiful Day!: Petite Poems for All Seasons (Rodoula Pappa); At the Pond

(David Elliott); Hidden Animal Colors (Jane Park)
➔ Tales: Mother Goose Goes to India (Kabir Sehgal & SurishTha Sehgal); Itzel and the

Ocelot (Rachel Katstaller)

Grades 2 and 3 Book Recommendations
➔ Fiction: Sam’s Super Seats (Keah Brown & Sharee Miller); Amah Faraway (Margaret

Chiu Greanais & Tracy Subisak); Billy and Rose: Forever Friends (Amy Hest);
Wednesday and Woof (Sherri Winston)

➔ Nonfiction: Opal Lee and What It Means to be Free (Alice Faye Duncan & Keturah A.
Bobo); Pizza!: A Slice of History (Greg Pizzoli); Fighting for Yes: The Story of Disability
Rights Activist Judith Heumann (Maryann Cocca-Leffler)

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/621154/the-flamingo-by-guojing/
https://store.mcsweeneys.net/products/the-eyes-and-the-impossible
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/647154/esmes-birthday-conga-line-by-lourdes-heuer-illustrated-by-marissa-valdez/
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/leeva-at-last-sara-pennypacker?variant=40512231931938
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/surely-surely-marisol-rainey-erin-entrada-kelly?variant=40681000599586
https://meganwagnerlloyd.com/haven-a-small-cats-big-adventure-2/
https://www.levinequerido.com/the-lost-ryu
https://natalielloyd.com/books/the-problim-children-series/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/717083/always-clementine-by-carlie-sorosiak/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/669814/king-of-the-ice-1-by-kelly-starling-lyons-illustrated-by-wayne-spencer/
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-sheep-the-rooster-and-the-duck-matt-phelan?variant=39373025148962
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/598280/maizy-chens-last-chance-by-lisa-yee/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/714776/merci-suarez-plays-it-cool-by-meg-medina/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/676656/a-seed-in-the-sun-by-aida-salazar/
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/swim-team-johnnie-christmas?variant=39669209497634
https://www.albertwhitman.com/book/holi-hai/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250778185/friendsarefriendsforever
https://houseofanansi.com/products/mii-maanda-ezhigkendmaanh-this-is-how-i-know?_pos=1&_sid=b8b983ffd&_ss=r
https://www.triumphbooks.com/fearless-heart-products-9781629379340.php
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/tera-kelley/listen-to-the-language-of-the-trees/
https://www.meegpincus.com/make-way-for-animals
https://www.amazon.com/Change-Planet-Christina-Soontornvat/dp/1338628615/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1IXQNXJKCJJE3&keywords=to+change+a+planet&qid=1686523044&sprefix=to+change+a+planet%2Caps%2C211&sr=8-1
https://www.scholastic.com/site/acorn/hello-hedgehog.html
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/series/NBY/norma-and-belly
https://www.abramsbooks.com/product/beautiful-day_9781951836146/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/706386/at-the-pond-by-david-elliott-illustrated-by-amy-schimler-safford/
https://lernerbooks.com/shop/show/21614
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Mother-Goose-Goes-to-India/Kabir-Sehgal/9781534439603
https://www.kidscanpress.com/product/itzel-and-the-ocelot/
https://www.kidscanpress.com/product/itzel-and-the-ocelot/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/654274/sams-super-seats-by-keah-brown-illustrated-by-sharee-miller/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/amah-faraway-9781547607211/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/716047/billy-and-rose-forever-friends-by-amy-hest-illustrated-by-kady-macdonald-denton/
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/wednesday-and-woof-1-catastrophe-sherri-winston?variant=39402453270562
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/opal-lee-and-what-it-means-to-be-free-alice-faye-duncan/1139079773
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/555207/pizza-by-written-and-illustrated-by-greg-pizzoli/
https://www.amazon.com/Fighting-YES-Disability-Activist-Heumann/dp/1419755609/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2SHGFBP688G5W&keywords=fighting+for+yes+cocca-leffler+%26+judith+heumann%2C+maryann&qid=1686521337&sprefix=heumann+yes%2Caps%2C174&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Fighting-YES-Disability-Activist-Heumann/dp/1419755609/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2SHGFBP688G5W&keywords=fighting+for+yes+cocca-leffler+%26+judith+heumann%2C+maryann&qid=1686521337&sprefix=heumann+yes%2Caps%2C174&sr=8-1


➔ Graphic Novels: Cranky Chicken Books (Katherine Battersby); Blue, Barry & Pancakes
(Dan Abdo & Jason Patterson); Bug Scouts Out in the Wild (Mike Lowery); PAWS:
Gabby Gets It Together (Nathan Fairbairn)

➔ Poetry: The Dirt Book: Poems About Animals that Live Beneath Our Feet (David L.
Harrison); Delicious!: Poems Celebrating Street Food Around the World (Julie Larios);
My Head Has a Bellyache (Chris Harris)

➔ Tales: Nine Color Deer (Kailin Duan); The Girl and the Wolf (Katherena Vermette & Julie
Flett)

Grades 4 and 5 Book Recommendations
➔ Fiction: The Last Mapmaker (Christina Soontornvat); Attack of the Black Rectangles

(Amy Sarig King); Jennifer Chan is Not Alone (Tae Keller); It’s the End of the World and
I’m in My Bathing Suit (Justin Reynolds)

➔ Nonfiction: Total Garbage: A Messy Dive into Trash, Waste and Our World (Rebecca
Donnelly & John Hendrix); A First Time for Everything (Dan Santat); Hardcourt: Stories
from 75 Years of the NBA (Fred Bowen); The Tower of Life (Chana Stiefel)

➔ Graphic Novels: Freestyle (Gale Galligan); Invisible (Christina Diaz Gonzalez);
Wingbearer (Marjorie Liu)

➔ Poetry: They Only See the Outside (Kalli Dakos); Alone (Megan E. Freeman); The Last
Straw: Kids vs Plastics (Susan Hood & Christiane Engel); Marshmallow Clouds (Ted
Kooser & Connie Wanek)

➔ Tales: Princess and the Peas (Rachel Himes); Endlessly Ever After: Pick Your Path to
Countless Fairy Tale Endings! (Laurel Snyder & Dan Santat); A Sliver of Moon and a
Shard of Truth: Stories from India (Chitra Soundar)

*************************************************************************************************************
THE WINDOWS AND MIRRORS OF YOUR CHILD’S BOOKSHELF

In her TED Talk The Windows and Mirrors of Your Child’s Bookshelf, Grace Lin tells a powerful
story of her own childhood experience of literature. She encourages all of us to ensure that our
children have the chance to read “mirror” books where they see their own identities and
experiences reflected, as well as “window” books that immerse them in the lives of characters
whose identities and experiences differ from their own. (Note that the “windows and mirrors”
concept and phrase was initially coined by Dr. Rudine Sims Bishop).

Here are some criteria to consider when evaluating whether a book is a worthwhile addition to
your child’s bookshelf:

● Is it engaging - relevant, interesting, and attuned to a child’s experience and point of view?
● Is it culturally authentic - an accurate reflection of lived experience in terms of setting, characters,

speakers, events, language and illustrations? (Often the most culturally authentic texts are
written/illustrated by artists who share the protagonist’s identity and culture).

● Is it joyful - does it promote a healthy self-concept and exploration of identity?
● Is it culturally competent - does it resist stereotypes, generalizations or misrepresentations and

foster intergroup understanding and empathy?

https://www.simonandschuster.com/series/Cranky-Chicken
https://us.macmillan.com/series/bluebarrypancakes
https://www.amazon.com/Out-Wild-Graphix-Chapters-Scouts/dp/1338726323
https://www.amazon.com/PAWS-Gabby-Together-Nathan-Fairbairn/dp/059335186X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1CMX9I2EU7320&keywords=paws+gabby+gets+it+together&qid=1686521211&sprefix=paws+gabby+%2Caps%2C196&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/PAWS-Gabby-Together-Nathan-Fairbairn/dp/059335186X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1CMX9I2EU7320&keywords=paws+gabby+gets+it+together&qid=1686521211&sprefix=paws+gabby+%2Caps%2C196&sr=8-1
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/669387/the-dirt-book-by-by-david-l-harrison-illustrated-by-kate-cosgrove/#:~:text=About%20The%20Dirt%20Book&text=Spectacular%20vertical%20panoramas%20illustrating%20life,stretching%20roots%20and%20buried%20stones.
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Delicious!/Julie-Larios/9781534453777
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/chris-harris/my-head-has-a-bellyache/
https://www.levinequerido.com/nine-color-deer
https://www.orcabook.com/The-Girl-and-the-Wolf
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/706387/the-last-mapmaker-by-christina-soontornvat/
https://www.amazon.com/Attack-Black-Rectangles-S-King-ebook/dp/B09NFDKQ6H
https://www.amazon.com/Jennifer-Chan-Not-Alone-Keller/dp/0593310551/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2B0H7GHLYTQ04&keywords=jennifer+chan+is+not+alone&qid=1686522175&s=books&sprefix=jennifer+chan+is+not+alone%2Cstripbooks%2C223&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Its-End-World-Bathing-Suit/dp/1338740229/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1686522218&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Its-End-World-Bathing-Suit/dp/1338740229/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1686522218&sr=1-1
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250760388/totalgarbage
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781626724150/afirsttimeforeverything
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Hardcourt/Fred-Bowen/9781534460430
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Hardcourt/Fred-Bowen/9781534460430
https://www.amazon.com/Tower-Life-Rebuilt-Stories-Photographs/dp/1338225898/ref=sr_1_1?crid=ZETHUM60CSOV&keywords=the+tower+of+life+how+yaffa+eliach+rebuilt&qid=1686523154&sprefix=the+tower+of+life%2Caps%2C201&sr=8-1
https://galesaur.com/portfolio/freestyle/
https://christinagonzalez.com/services/invisible/
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/wingbearer-marjorie-liu?variant=39362935980066
https://www.amazon.com/They-Only-Outside-Kalli-Dakos/dp/1433835193
https://www.meganefreeman.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Last-Straw-Kids-vs-Plastics/dp/0062981390
https://www.amazon.com/Last-Straw-Kids-vs-Plastics/dp/0062981390
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/706887/marshmallow-clouds-by-ted-kooser-and-connie-wanek-illustrated-by-richard-jones/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/544646/princess-and-the-peas-by-rachel-himes-authorillustrator/
https://www.chroniclebooks.com/products/endlessly-ever-after
https://www.chroniclebooks.com/products/endlessly-ever-after
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/714781/a-sliver-of-moon-and-a-shard-of-truth-stories-from-india-by-chitra-soundar-illustrated-by-uma-krishnaswamy/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/714781/a-sliver-of-moon-and-a-shard-of-truth-stories-from-india-by-chitra-soundar-illustrated-by-uma-krishnaswamy/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_wQ8wiV3FVo
https://ehe.osu.edu/news/listing/rudine-sims-bishop-diverse-childrens-books/


IDEAS TO SPARK BOOK-RELATED CONVERSATIONS

Talk to your child about the books they are reading, read the same title as your child, and model
what reading looks like by reading a good book yourself. Consider these suggestions when
discussing books with your child.

● Activate schema: Use what your child already knows to preview topics in the book.
Discuss the cover and read the summary together to get their brains moving before the
reading begins.

● Look at the book’s print: Talk about the print, the layout, the words on the page.
● Talk about the pictures: Use the illustrations to pull together ideas, discuss the

illustrator’s craft, and to strengthen comprehension.
● Make connections: Make connections between your child’s traits and those of the

characters in the book. Make connections between what happens in the book and what
has happened in their life. Make connections between what happens in the book and
what happens in the world around them.

● Visualize: Make mind movies. Visualizing is one of the key components of
comprehension; if your child can visualize, they’re most likely understanding what they
read!

● Make predictions: Get your child thinking about what might happen next in the book at
the end of different sections or chapters.

● Ask questions: Model strong questioning by thinking aloud as you read. Pause to ask
questions and show your child how asking good questions helps them to better
understand what they read.

● Make inferences: Synthesize what your child already knows with the information they
have gathered from reading, and make informed guesses about how characters are
feeling and/or about what messages the author might intend us to take away.

● Think deeply: Ask questions that activate critical thinking and model how to think them
through.

FANTASTIC WEBSITES TO CONSULT FOR MORE RECOMMENDED BOOKS

● Colours of Us
● Classroom Book a Day
● Reading Middle Grade
● Recommended books from ALSC (Association for Library Service to Children)
● Best Books for Young Readers (Penn Graduate School of Education)
● Best Children's Books of the Year (Bank Street College of Education archive of lists)
● Cybils Awards Books (Children’s and Young Adult Bloggers Literary Awards)
● Best Books of the Year (Kirkus Reviews searchable list includes Middle Grade & Picture

Books)
● Awards and Best-of-the-Year Lists (Cooperative Children's Book Center)

https://coloursofus.com/blog/
https://www.follettcommunity.com/s/article/Classroom-Book-a-Day-Challenge-Home
https://readingmiddlegrade.com/category/book-lists/
http://www.ala.org/alsc/publications-resources/book-lists
https://www.gse.upenn.edu/news/educators-playbook/best-books-young-readers-2020
https://www.bankstreet.edu/library/center-for-childrens-literature/childrens-book-committee/best-childrens-books-of-the-year/best-childrens-books-of-the-year-archive/
http://www.cybils.com/cybils-books
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/best-of/2020/middle-grade/books/
https://ccbc.education.wisc.edu/literature-resources/awards-and-best-of-the-year-lists/

