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VANDALS FORCE ME 
TO PARK IN MY YARD: 
Nathan Curtner 
emails: “I have been 

parking without issue on my 
dirt setback for 12 years due 
to vandalism/moving truck 
damage/theft that arose from 
street parking.”

But in January, Nathan got 
a notice of violation from the 
city that “asserts I must be 
parked in a driveway or drive 
aisle, which conflicts with 
other rules set out in the IDO 
regarding homes built before 
2007.

“Mine is a late 1970s home. 
These are humble and narrow 
duplex homes, and with one 
vehicle parked at the curb I 
can’t even put a garbage can 
out without blocking my own 
driveway. It would appear 
everyone in my neighborhood 
with similar yard parking 
habits on Shannon NW 
received this same letter.”

YOU CAN’T PARK ON 
LANDSCAPING: Tim 
Walsh, public information 
coordinator of Albuquerque’s 
Planning Department, says 

“when Code Enforcement 
inspectors did their sweep of 
the area, the properties where 
violations were issued did 
not appear to have surfaces 
that were improved. An 
improved surface is defined 
in subsection 6-8(G)(2)(a) of 
the Integrated Development 
Ordinance (IDO) as, 
‘impervious surfaces, such 
as concrete or asphalt, or all-
weather pervious surfaces, 
such as recycled asphalt, 
compacted crusher fines, or 
compacted angular stone. In 
order to enjoy nonconforming 
status under this Section 14-16-
6-8, any such improvements 
must have been installed for 
and be suitable for the specific 
purpose of front-yard parking 
and maneuvering.’ ”

But what about older homes? 
Walsh says “IDO subsection 
6-8(G)(2)(a) Front Yard Parking 
Areas in Existence Prior to 
June 17, 2007, states, ‘front-
yard parking areas that do not 
satisfy the requirements of 
this IDO that were improved 
for and specifically dedicated 
to use as front-yard parking 
area prior to June 17, 2007 — 
when City Council adopted 
O-07-61, which first regulated 
front yard parking — and 
that otherwise satisfied the 
requirements of all applicable 
regulation in place at the 
time of their installation, may 
continue to be used as front-
yard parking areas pursuant 
to the provisions of this IDO 

governing nonconforming uses 
and structures.”

And that boils down to 
you can park on an area that 
has been “improved” with 
concrete, fine rock, etc., but not 
on a dirt yard, dead grass or 
landscaping gravel. Walsh says 
“they need to have an improved 
surface for and specifically 
dedicated to use as a front-yard 
parking area.”

MORE ON THE NO-PLATE 
CRACKDOWN: Readers have 
continued to weigh in now 
that the Albuquerque Police 
Department is focusing on 
citing drivers of vehicles 
without license plates.

One shares in an email that 
the citations have “a backlash 

to it too, because my son’s 
license plate was stolen off of 
his car while he was parked 
in the Smith’s park(ing lot) — 
so people are getting license 
plates, but not the right way.”

And a former Texas resident 
here has a clarification after a 
reader said that state requires 
residents to get new plates. 
“No, Texas does NOT require 
you to purchase new license 
plates every five years. They 
recommend changing them 
every seven years, and there 
are plenty of folks driving 
there with missing tags.” At 
txdmv.gov there’s a form to 
get replacement plates if yours 
are “lost, stolen, mutilated or 
need replacement for cosmetic/

readability reasons” for a $6.50 
fee.

AND NO VEHICLE 
INSPECTIONS: Another reader 
asks “why doesn’t N.M. require 
regular car inspections? 
We are one of the few states 
which inexplicably ignores the 
danger of cars with no brakes; 
no working lights; and, in my 
observation, barely enough 
body metal to hold the car 
together. Inspections could 
weed out the loud louts, as 
well.”

Back in 2015 a reader shared 
a similar concern, and this 
column included some history 
on the topic. State Rep. Bill 
Rehm, R-Albuquerque, shared 
that we used to require annual 
vehicle inspections until the 
mid-1970s, when the law was 
repealed. He explains it was 
really just a cursory look at 
the headlights, tail lights, 
windshield and wipers; things 
like brakes and operations of 
the vehicle were not examined. 
“Many times there was not 
much inspection,” he said, “and 
thus the reason to repeal.” 
Instead, now we rely on law 
enforcement to cite a vehicle 
driver for unsafe condition/
lack of required equipment 
under statutes 66-3-801-875 and 
66-3-901.

Editorial page editor D’Val Westphal 
tackles commuter issues for the 
metro area on Mondays. Reach 
her at 823-3858; dwestphal@
abqjournal.com; or 7777 Jefferson 
NE, Albuquerque, NM, 87109.

Fixing front-yard parking, license plate and inspection woes

Detectives say suspect said he did not know 
who lived there; no one was injured in incident
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A man is accused of shooting at a New Mexico State Police 
officer’s home last week in Roswell — sending at least one 
bullet through a child’s room.

Jonah Flores, 25, is charged with child abuse, shooting at 
a dwelling or occupied building, two counts 
of aggravated assault and possession of a 
firearm by a felon in connection with the 
Feb. 27 incident. His attorney could not be 
reached Saturday.

State Police said Flores told detectives he 
shot at the home “but did not give a reason 
why” and said he did not know who lived 
there.

Flores’ criminal history includes rob-
bery, DWI and larceny charges, according 
to court records. His most recent charges 
date back to 2019, when his probation officer found a loaded 
gun on him during a home visit. Flores was satisfactorily 
discharged from probation on Jan. 1.

The shooting happened less than two months later.
A State Police officer was in bed with his wife and 3-year-old 

child around 9 p.m. when he heard gunshots “and pieces of 
the wall breaking,” according to a criminal complaint filed 
in Chaves County Magistrate Court. The officer told police he 
rolled off the bed holding his daughter to protect her.

Police said the officer then armed himself and went outside, 
where he saw a vehicle’s tail lights down the road. Respond-
ing officers found seven 9mm casings in the street and bullet 
holes in the home, one of which pierced a wall by the daugh-
ter’s crib.

A nearby surveillance camera showed a Toyota Corolla 
with a Zia decal in the window drive through the area at the 
time of the shooting, according to the complaint. An officer 
found a car matching the description parked outside of Flores’ 
home a few miles away.

Police said they detained Flores and found a 9mm handgun 
in his home with seven rounds missing from the magazine. 
Flores reportedly told police he shot at the home but didn’t 
know how many times he fired.

“Flores made statements of how he ruined his life,” accord-
ing to the complaint. “He was emotional and remorseful for 
what he had done and knew what he did was wrong.”
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Bernalillo County deputies 
arrested a man in an armed rob-
bery-turned-gunfight that left 
his alleged accomplice dead last 
year in Southwest Albuquerque.

Ronnie Tril lo, 28, was 
charged in November with 
armed robbery, aggravated 
assault, tampering with evi-
dence and other charges in the 
April 1 shooting that left Chris-

topher Pitts, 28, dead.
His attorney could not be 

reached for comment Thursday.
The death of 

Pitts is being 
considered a 
justified homi-
cide as detec-
tives say he 
and Trillo were 
trying to rob 
the man who 
shot and killed 
Pitts.

Trillo was 
identified as a suspect within 
days, but was not charged or 
arrested until Wedenesday, 
months after the shooting.

Jayme Fuller, a Bernalillo 
County Sheriff’s Office spokes-

woman, said deputies were gath-
ering evidence to bring more 
charges to Trillo during the time 
he was identified as a suspect 
and the time of his arrest.

It was around 1:30 a.m. when 
a man called 911 to report he 
had been beaten and shot, and 
that there was a dead man at 
his house in the 800 block of La 
Vega SW, according to a crimi-
nal complaint filed in Metropoli-
tan Court.

Deputies said they found Pitts 
wearing body armor and a gun 
holster in the house’s backyard. 
A pair of handcuffs and several 
spent bullet casings were found 
near his body.

The man who called 911 told 
deputies he had recently start-

ed hanging out with Pitts and 
suspected he had stolen things 
from his house, according to the 
complaint. He said Pitts, his girl-
friend and another man — later 
identified as Trillo — showed up 
to his home unannounced the 
night of the shooting.

Deputies said the man told 
them the three were “acting 
strange” and Trillo put him in a 
headlock, pressed a gun into his 
side and told him “give me all 
your (expletive).” The man said 
he got away and ran to the back-
yard where Pitts and Trillo fired 
at him and he shot back, striking 
Pitts.

Detectives traced several calls 
from Pitts to a contact named 
“Homie’s Brother” — identified 

as Trillo — in the hours before 
the shooting, according to the 
complaint. Trillo was arrested 
for a parole violation the day 
after the shooting and a 9mm 
handgun, ammunition and 
Pitts’ wallet were found inside 
his Jeep.

Deputies said Trillo told them 
he shot a gun at the scene of the 
homicide, but tossed it as he fled 
in his Jeep and didn’t remember 
where. Trillo also said he didn’t 
intend to rob the man, and that 
Pitts never told him it was a 
robbery.

Security footage at the home 
showed the man exchange gun-
fire with Pitts and Trillo before 
Pitts fell and Trillo fled the 
backyard.

Deputies arrest man in deadly ’22 gunfight
Attempted robbery 
resulted in an assailant 
being killed, police say

Jonah Flores

Ronnie Trillo

A reader sent in this photo as an example of a vehicle in need of a 
state inspection.

ROAD 
WARRIOR

D’Val Westphal

Police: Man fires 
into officer’s home
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Early College Academy student Sarah Muller paints the signs of the Paint 4 Peace Food Pantry in 
front of the Albuquerque Peace and Justice Center on Sunday.

FILLED WITH FOOD
The purple pantry 
in front of the 
Albuquerque 
Peace and 
Justice Center 
at Harvard and 
Silver is filled with 
non-perishable 
goods. People 
can take what 
they need or give 
what they can. 
The concept of 
purple pantries 
to address food 
insecurity.


