Parks & Recreation Advisory Board
Meeting Minutes
June 12, 2023
ElImwood Community Center, Room 24

Meeting called to order by Steve Kutscher as new Chair at 5:35 PM.
1. Roll Call:
In Attendance: Andres Lopez, Steve Garneau, Tanja Low, Steve Kutscher.
Absent: Jessica Goldstein, Narayan Paudel, Anna Park.
Staff in Attendance: Marc Blanchard.
Guest: Jim Brennan, Town of WH Engineering Dept.

2. Adoption of May 15, 2023 meeting minutes — passed unanimously.
3. Old Business:

Celebrate WH - A very successful year and clean up nearly finished. A true community event with
shared financial responsibility by town departments.

Summer Programs — most begin the week of June 26; 94% full.
e Funtastic Camp is held at Beachland and Fern. Camp Hillcrest is held at Kennedy Park.
® Curling is back at Veterans Rink — Hartford Curling Club offers a 2-hour Learn To Curl session
for $40. Three sessions offered! June 24, July 22 or August 12.
e Buena Vista Camps — programs offered:
o Pre-Camp Camp — June 20-June 23
Late Summer Camp — week of August 21 enjoy camp after other camps close
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o Rec Camp ages 6-11
o
(@]

Adventure Camp youth entering grades 6-8 includes two weekly field trips
Afternoon Camp ages 6-14 offers something for kids attending a morning camp or
summer school
Community Groups Volunteering — Several volunteer groups work with the department on a regular
basis, others volunteer for a single activity. Recent or upcoming highlights include the following:




e West Hartford Garden Club oversees a bird sanctuary garden and a
pollinator garden at Spicebush Swamp Park

e Wolcott PTO joined members of the Tree Action Group and WH Garden
Club for an invasive plant removal in the Wolcott Children’s Forest in
May.

e Friends of West Hartford Parks removed trash at Wolcott Park in May
also.

e University of Hartford Counselor-In-Training camp group will remove
trash at Kennedy Park in July.

West Hartford Senior Centers — Bishops Corner branch received a donation
from the June M. Rosenblatt Trust in the amount of $66,901.72. She was an s
active member of the Bishops Corner Senior Center branch, and wanted to make sure others would
continue to enjoy events and camaraderie at that location.

Fernridge Park - construction of the bridge on Fern Street and associated work in Fernridge Park has
delayed due to need for additional water main work on Fern Street. Will not be finished in 2023.

Outdoor Pools —Pool inspections for all four outdoor pools
(Beachland, Fern, Eisenhower and Kennedy) are scheduled for the
week of June 12, after Celebrate West Hartford. Outdoor pools
continue to be managed by Health Fitness, with Town-hired
lifeguards and supervisors. Pools open June 17 and remain open until
August 20th.

Temporary repairs to caulk and masonry at Eisenhower Park pool,
right, were completed and the pool will be operational on June 17.

Kennedy Park Pool House — interior renovation, below, will be
complete shortly, and will be operational by June 17.

4. New Business
Trout Brook Trail Update - Jim Brennan, Town of WH Engineering Dept.



® Review - When completed the Trout Brook trail will extend from New Park to Asylum; 3 1/2
miles.

® Phase 6 in process now, started this Spring -trail from Fern to Duffield Drive. Possibly open in
late July, but officially in August.

e Next; Phase 3 in design; Jackson RD to Park RD. - to create an area protected from traffic.
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® Phase 7 Duffield to Asylum - planned as a “normal” sidewalk project. Possibly finished this

Fall. Possible
® Phase 8 depending on development of the UCONN site. Ideally an extension or spur to
Bishop’s Corner.

5. Friends of West Hartford Parks - no update due to board meeting timing.

6. Public Comment
e None.

Meeting adjourned at 6:12PM

Next meeting —September 18, 2023 at 5:30 PM; location EImwood Community Center

Minutes submitted by Steve Kutscher.



