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12th Grade
Fiction/Nonfiction
Personal Challenge



Summer Reading Activity
● Choose any fiction or nonfiction book that focuses on a character facing a personal challenge
● Do not choose a title you have already read and make sure your book is age appropriate
● As you read, create one of the following that focuses on the theme of the novel and provide 

supporting evidence related to how the character faces the challenge:
- Annotations in the margins 
- Post-it notes
- Reading journal

● Keep in mind:
- What kind of challenge does the character face? (is it an internal or external conflict? Remember: character 

vs. self/society/character/nature)
- What is the theme of the story? (theme is the central life lesson/moral that everyone can learn something 

from; it’s more than just a one-word topic)
- How does the character change and what do they learn? Do they overcome the challenge?
- How can you relate this to your own life (text to world/real life connections)?

● In September you will complete an assessment for your teacher
● Reading must be completed by September 20th, 2023



Titles 
You May 

Like
Visit the following sites for 
more book recommendations:
Goodreads.com
BookRiot.com
GoogleBooks.com

Some of the titles suggested 
may contain adult themes and/or 

languages due to the genre or 
content of the book

https://www.goodreads.com/
https://bookriot.com/
https://books.google.com/


We are All So Good at Smiling by Amber McBride

All the Bright Places by Jennifer Niven

They Both Die at the End meets The Bell Jar in this haunting, beautiful young adult 
novel-in-verse about clinical depression and healing from trauma, from National Book 
Award Finalist Amber McBride. Whimsy is back in the hospital for treatment of clinical 
depression. When she meets a boy named Faerry, she recognizes they both have magic in 
the marrow of their bones. And when Faerry and his family move to the same street, the 
two start to realize that their lifelines may have twined and untwined many times before.
They are both terrified of the forest at the end of Marsh Creek Lane.
The Forest whispers to Whimsy. The Forest might hold the answers to the part of Faerry he 
feels is missing. They discover the Forest holds monsters, fairy tales, and pain that they 
have both been running from for 11 years.

Theodore Finch is fascinated by death. Every day he thinks of ways he might kill himself, 
but every day he also searches for—and manages to find—something to keep him here, 
and alive, and awake. Violet Markey lives for the future, counting the days until graduation, 
when she can escape her small Indiana town and her aching grief in the wake of her 
sister’s recent death. When Finch and Violet meet on the ledge of the bell tower at 
school—six stories above the ground— it’s unclear who saves whom. Soon it’s only with 
Violet that Finch can be himself. And it’s only with Finch that Violet can forget to count 
away the days and start living them. But as Violet’s world grows, Finch’s begins to shrink. . 
. .



Long Walk to Freedom by Nelson Mandela                   

A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini            

Nelson Mandela was one of the great moral and political leaders of his time: an international hero whose lifelong 
dedication to the fight against racial oppression in South Africa won him the Nobel Peace Prize and the 
presidency of his country. After his triumphant release in 1990 from more than a quarter-century of imprisonment, 
Mandela was at the center of the most compelling and inspiring political drama in the world. As president of the 
African National Congress and head of South Africa's antiapartheid movement, he was instrumental in moving 
the nation toward multiracial government and majority rule. He is still revered everywhere as a vital force in the 
fight for human rights and racial equality.

Long Walk to Freedom is his moving and exhilarating autobiography, destined to take its place among the finest 
memoirs of history's greatest figures. Here for the first time, Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela told the extraordinary 
story of his life — an epic of struggle, setback, renewed hope, and ultimate triumph.

A Thousand Splendid Suns is a breathtaking story set against the volatile events of Afghanistan's last thirty 
years - from the Soviet invasion to the reign of the Taliban to post-Taliban rebuilding - that puts the violence, 
fear, hope, and faith of this country in intimate, human terms. It is a tale of two generations of characters 
brought jarringly together by the tragic sweep of war, where personal lives - the struggle to survive, raise a 
family, find happiness - are inextricable from the history playing out around them.

Propelled by the same storytelling instinct that made The Kite Runner a beloved classic, A Thousand 
Splendid Suns is at once a remarkable chronicle of three decades of Afghan history and a deeply moving 
account of family and friendship. It is a striking, heart-wrenching novel of an unforgiving time, an unlikely 
friendship, and an indestructible love - a stunning accomplishment.



Dear Evan Hansen by Val Emmich 

Heartless by Marissa Meyer

Evan Hansen is an anxious, isolated high-school student who's aching for 
understanding and belonging amid the chaos and cruelty of the social 
media age. He soon embarks on a journey of self-discovery when a letter 
he wrote for a writing exercise falls into the hands of a grieving couple 
whose son took his own life.

Catherine may be one of the most desired girls in Wonderland, and a favorite of 
the unmarried King of Hearts, but her interests lie elsewhere. A talented baker, all 
she wants is to open a shop with her best friend. But according to her mother, 
such a goal is unthinkable for the young woman who could be the next queen. 
Then Cath meets Jest, the handsome and mysterious court joker. For the first 
time, she feels the pull of true attraction. At the risk of offending the king and 
infuriating her parents, she and Jest enter into an intense, secret courtship. Cath is 
determined to define her own destiny and fall in love on her terms. But in a land 
thriving with magic, madness, and monsters, fate has other plans.



Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer

Born with red eyes, Sam Hill has been called the  “Devil Boy” all his life. Reflecting on 
his life, Sam realizes that his childhood friendship with two other misfits – Ernie 
Cantwell, the only African American boy at his school, and Mickie Kennedy, a firestorm 
in the form of a girl – has defined and shaped his extraordinary life. Dugoni’s touching 
coming-of-age tale was captivating from the first page with its story of friendship and 
acceptance of what life throws at us.

The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell by Robert Dugoni

After graduating from Emory University, top student and athlete Christopher 
McCandless abandons his possessions, gives his entire $24,000 savings account to 
charity and hitchhikes to Alaska to live in the wilderness. Along the way, Christopher 
encounters a series of characters that shape his life.
Based on a true story. After graduating from Emory University, Christopher 
McCandless abandoned his possessions, gave his entire savings account to charity, 
and hitchhiked to Alaska to live in the wilderness. Along the way, Christopher 
encounters a series of characters who shape his life.



Tupac Shakur: The Life and Times of an American Icon by 
Freddie Lee Johnson and Tayannah Lee McQuillar

In Order to Live by Yeonmi Park

A passionate, critically incisive cultural biography of hip-hop icon Tupac Shakur and an examination of the 
forces that shaped him. In 1996 Tupac Shakur, one of the most talented artists of his time, was murdered 
by an unknown gunman. Fred L. Johnson and Tayannah Lee McQuillar examine the theories surrounding 
his death and the story of Tupac's lost legacy in this definitive biography. For millions, Shakur gave voice to 
their stories, but there was also another side to him, revealed as his life spun out of control, as the 
whispered warnings from friends went unheeded and the denunciations of critics grew louder. Disturbingly, 
he sang and wrote about his impending death. When it came, it brought the music industry to its knees and 
ended an era when American rappers were leaders in using their art to speak the truth to corporate, 
government, and judicial power.

'I am most grateful for two things: that I was born in North Korea, and that I escaped from North Korea.'

Yeonmi Park was not dreaming of freedom when she escaped from North Korea. She didn't even know 
what it meant to be free. All she knew was that she was running for her life, that if she and her family 
stayed behind they would die - from starvation, or disease, or even execution.

This book is the story of Park's struggle to survive in the darkest, most repressive country on earth; her 
harrowing escape through China's underworld of smugglers and human traffickers; and then her escape 
from China across the Gobi desert to Mongolia, with only the stars to guide her way, and from there to 
South Korea and at last to freedom; and finally her emergence as a leading human rights activist - all 
before her 21st birthday.



The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky 

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis 
Stevenson

This haunting novel about the dilemma of passivity vs. passion marks the stunning debut of a provocative voice in 
contemporary fiction: The Perks of Being a Wallflower.

This is the story of what it's like to grow up in high school. More intimate than a diary, Charlie's letters are singular 
and unique, hilarious and devastating. We may not know where he lives. We may not know to whom he is writing. All 
we know is the world he shares. Caught between trying to live his life and trying to run from it puts him on a strange 
course through uncharted territory. The world of first dates and mixed tapes, family dramas and new friends. The 
world of sex, drugs, and The Rocky Horror Picture Show, when all one requires is that the perfect song on that 
perfect drive to feel infinite.

Through Charlie, Stephen Chbosky has created a deeply affecting coming-of-age story, a powerful novel that will 
spirit you back to those wild and poignant roller coaster days known as growing up.

Dr Jekyll is a kind, well-respected and intelligent scientist who meddles with the darker 
side of science, as he wants to bring out his 'second' nature. He does this through 
transforming himself into Mr Hyde - his evil alter ego who doesn't repent or accept 
responsibility for his evil crimes and ways. Stevenson writes about the duality of human 
nature – the idea that every single human being has good and evil within them. 
Stevenson describes how there is a good and an evil side to everyone's personality, but 
what is important is how you behave and the decisions you make.



Call Me By Your Name by Andre Aciman

The Loneliest Girl in the Universe by Lauren James 
A surprising and gripping sci-fi thriller with a killer twist. The daughter of two astronauts, Romy Silvers is no 
stranger to life in space. But she never knew how isolating the universe could be until her parents’ tragic deaths 
left her alone on the Infinity, a spaceship speeding away from Earth. Romy tries to make the best of her lonely 
situation, but with only brief messages from her therapist on Earth to keep her company, she can’t help but feel 
like something is missing. It seems like a dream come true when NASA alerts her that another ship, the Eternity, 
will be joining the Infinity.

Romy begins exchanging messages with J, the captain of the Eternity, and their friendship breathes new life into 
her world. But as the Eternity gets closer, Romy learns there’s more to J’s mission than she could have imagined. 
And suddenly, there are worse things than being alone….

This book reminds us that sometimes we have to face the reality of situations without romanticizing.

Call Me by Your Name is the story of a sudden and powerful romance that blossoms between an adolescent boy 
and a summer guest at his parents' cliff-side mansion on the Italian Riviera. Unprepared for the consequences of 
their attraction, at first each feigns indifference. But during the restless summer weeks that follow, unrelenting 
buried currents of obsession and fear, fascination and desire, intensify their passion as they test the charged 
ground between them. What grows from the depths of their spirits is a romance of scarcely six weeks' duration 
and an experience that marks them for a lifetime. For what the two discover on the Riviera and during a sultry 
evening in Rome is the one thing both already fear they may never truly find again: total intimacy.

The psychological maneuvers that accompany attraction have seldom been more shrewdly captured than in 
André Aciman's frank, unsentimental, heartrending elegy to human passion. Call Me by Your Name is clear-eyed, 
bare-knuckled, and ultimately unforgettable.



I Wish You All the Best by Mason Deaver

The Lines We Cross by Randa Abdel-Fattah

It's just three words: I am nonbinary. But that's all it takes to change everything.When Ben De 
Backer comes out to their parents as nonbinary, they're thrown out of their house and forced to 
move in with their estranged older sister, Hannah, and her husband, Thomas, whom Ben has never 
even met. Struggling with an anxiety disorder compounded by their parents' rejection, they come 
out only to Hannah, Thomas, and their therapist and try to keep a low profile in a new school.But 
Ben's attempts to survive the last half of senior year unnoticed are thwarted when Nathan Allan, a 
funny and charismatic student, decides to take Ben under his wing. As Ben and Nathan's friendship 
grows, their feelings for each other begin to change, and what started as a disastrous turn of 
events looks like it might just be a chance to start a happier new life.At turns heartbreaking and 
joyous, I Wish You All the Best is both a celebration of life, friendship, and love, and a shining 
example of hope in the face of adversity.

An Afghani-Australian teen named Mina earns a scholarship to a prestigious private 
school and meets Michael, whose family opposes allowing Muslim refugees and 
immigrants into the country. Dual points of view are presented in this moving and 
intelligent contemporary novel set in Australia.

A remarkable story about the power of tolerance from one of the most important 
voices in contemporary Muslim literature, critically acclaimed author Randa 
Abdel-Fattah.


