School Safety and
Emergency Procedures:
What You Need to Know

Fayette County Public Schools is committed to ensuring
the safety and security of our students, employees, and
campus visitors. While statistically, schools remain one
of the safest places in our community, it is critical for
everyone to know how to respond in the unlikely event
of an emergency.

What plans are in place
to keep everyone safe?

Thanks to the generous support of our community for a dedicated
school safety tax, FCPS has implemented state and national best

practices in school security. Each school has specific plans to
respond to emergency situations, and regular drills provide students
and staff the opportunity to practice these response procedures.

‘ Stay connected

In a true emergency, events unfold quickly, and FCPS is
committed to providing timely and accurate information.

Ensure that your contact information is correct in
Infinite Campus. Not sure? Visit www.fcps.net/IC

Download the FCPSKY app and say yes to receive push
notifications from your child’s school.

What Should Families Do In An Emergency?

Understand that our first priority is to protect students and staff.
As soon as possible, we will begin sending information about the
situation. Check your email, voicemail, and text messages for
urgent communication from the school or district.

Keep in mind that first reports are often incomplete and
inaccurate. Try to remain calm and rely on the frequent updates
you will receive directly from the school or district.

Families are urged to avoid coming to the school or scene of the
emergency until notified by the school or district that it is safe.
Arriving on site before it is secure can interfere with the
emergency response and may put you in danger.

During a serious emergency, the sound, vibration, or conversation

from a cell phone could put students in danger. As hard as it is,
please refrain from calling or texting your child. If your student
contacts you, stay calm and reassuring and encourage them to
follow the directions of school staff and emergency responders.
Ask them to turn off their cell phone and not use social media.

We will begin the process of reuniting families with their children
as soon as it is safe. Families will receive specific instructions
from the school or district.

What types of actions
will the school take?
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Heightened Alert

When there is a potentially
dangerous incident in the
neighborhood or possible threat
outside of the school building.
Normal activities continue inside
the building, but students and
staff do not go outside. Entry and
exit to the school are restricted.

Lockdown

When there is a possible threat
inside the building. Students and
staff remain locked in classrooms
hidden from view until released
by law enforcement officials.

Evacuation

When leaving the building is the
safest alternative, such as in the
case of a fire or gas leak.

Severe Weather

When conditions warrant
relocating students and staff
to a more secure location
inside the building.

Bus Accidents

When a school bus is involved

in an accident that requires an
emergency response, school and
district staff will go to the scene.
Students will be transported
back to campus for reunification
with their families.



