
Post-Secondary 

Terms

Vocabulary you need to know when 

exploring your post-secondary 

options presented by KHS 

Counseling Dept.



University or 4 year College

✘ post-secondary institutions that offer undergraduate (bachelor’s- 

4 year degree) and graduate (master’s- an additional two year 

degree earned after completing a bachelor’s degree) degrees.   Some 

may also offer professional (Phd., Dr. or J.D.) programs.  

✘ Typically, there is little or no difference in colleges and 

universities.

✘ Sometimes, universities have a more diverse offering of classes and 

programs than a college because of the larger number of enrolled 

students.

✘ Separately, "college" can refer to an academic division of a 

university, such as College of Business.
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Community College

✘ A public, two-year postsecondary institution that offers the 

associate degree (a two year degree). Also known as a "junior 

college." 

✘ Community colleges typically provide a transfer program, allowing 

students to transfer to a four-year school to complete their 

bachelor's degree, and a career program, which provides students 

with a vocational degree.
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Technical or Trade School

✘ a post-secondary institution that’s designed to give students the 

technical skills to prepare them for a specific occupation. 

✘ At a trade school, you can get a degree in fields like information 

technology, nursing and health sciences, automotive technician 

training, and medical assisting. Program lengths vary, but typically, 

they can range from anywhere from eight months to two years.

✘ Usually, upon completion of the program, you'll receive a diploma or 

trade certificate.

✘ Some Technical or Trade Programs will also offer the opportunity 

to earn an associate degree (2 year degree) while also gaining 

technical training.
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Military Branches

The United States Army The United States Marine Corps

The United States Navy The United States Air Force 

The United States National Guard The United States Coast Guard 

✘ Branches of the military provide job training and educational opportunities.

✘ College tuition assistance is also available to members of military service 

through the GI Bill.

✘ A Military recruiter will be able to help you with the terms of enlistment.

8



Financial Aid

✘ FAFSA-(Free Application for Federal Student Aid): Application used by U.S. 

citizens and permanent residents to apply for financial aid from U.S. federal 

and state governments.  Applications open October 1st, 2018

✘ Grants-A type of financial aid that consists of an amount of free money given 

to a student, often by the federal or a state government, a company, a school 

or a charity based on merit or need. A grant does not have to be repaid.

✘ Scholarship-A type of financial aid that consists of an amount of free money 

given to a student by a school, individual, organization, company, charity, or 

federal or state government based on merit and or need.  A scholarship does 

not have to be repaid.

✘ Student Loan-is a type of loan designed to help students pay for 

post-secondary education and the associated fees, such as tuition, books and 

supplies, and living expenses.  Loans are repaid, but typically have a low interest 

rate and not not paid until a student has completed his or her degree.
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Admission requirements

Universities/Colleges

✘ Application Packet
○ Entrance Exam Score

■ ACT/SAT
○ Transcript-Official

■ After 11th grade
○ Completed Application

■ ApplyTexas
■ Pay Fees

✘ Must meet admissions criteria
✘ Must complete application by 

the stated deadline
✘ Could be invited to join a 

partnering school to start a 
pathway to admission

Community College

✘ Application Packet
○ Entrance Exam Score

■ ACT/SAT/TSI
○ Transcript-Official

■ After 11th grade
○ Completed Application

■ ApplyTexas
■ Pay Fees

✘ Open Enrollment-but entrance 
exam scores will determine 
college readiness

✘ Must complete application by 
the stated deadline

✘ Could use the hours earned at 
a community college in a 
pathway to a 4 year university

Technical/Trade School

✘ Application Packet
○ Unique to each 

school
○ Could require exam 

scores
○ Must be a high 

school graduate

✘ Additional information or 
interviews may be 
required for admissions.

✘ Contact the school of 
interest for specific 
information on entrance 
requirements.



Types of Applicants and Acceptance

Freshman Applicant-

A student who has not earned 
any college credit since 
graduating high school.  

Transfer Applicant-

A student who has earned at 
least college credit (typically  
at least 30 hours), but has not 
yet earned a bachelor’s degree.

Out of State Applicant-

Based on where you live and 
graduate from high school.

Out of state tuition may be 
waived based on merit/exam 
scores.

Assured Admissions-

A student who has met the rank or exam score 
requirements to be automatically accepted 
with a completed application packet.

Admissions Under Review-

A student who has not met the rank or exam 
score requirements for assured admission will be 
reviewed based on application, academic record, 
extra-curricular achievements and 
recommendations.   



Entrance Exams 

✘ ACT-American College 

Testing

○ English
○ Math 
○ Reading 
○ Science
○ Essay-optional

○ Scored 1-36

○ National test dates

○ Cost-$42.00 
without essay

✘ SAT-Scholastic 

Aptitude Test

○ Writing and 
Language

○ Math
○ Reading
○ Essay-optional

○ Scored 400-1600

○ National test dates

○ Cost-$47.50 
without essay

✘ TSI-Texas Success 

Initiative

○ Reading 351-390
○ Math 350-390
○ Writing (scale score 

of essay and multiple 
choice questions)

○ Schedule test at any 
test sites up to 3x a 
semester

○ Cost-$25.00 for all 3 
sections
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Where should you go for 

more Information?

Please ask Mrs. Oh or Mrs. Borchardt if you have questions or need 
help with your post-secondary plans.

Mrs. Lindsey Oh Mrs. Angela Borchardt
lindsey.oh@krumisd.net angela.borchardt@krumisd.net 
Students A-K Students L-Z
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