
Lieutenant Brenda Cowan was the f i r st Afr ican-Amer ican female f i r e f ighter  
in Lexington, Kentucky.  She was a committed member  of Engine 18 
for  her  enti r e 12 year  career.  She radiated honor  and pr ide 

whenever  f i r ef ighter s 
were mentioned and 
from time to time, she 
would say, 

"I 'm an ordinar y 
per son doing an 

extr aordinar y job."

Through Brenda's death 
on Februar y 13, 2004, 
she inspir es warmth, 
kindness, and love for  
al l .  Her  death has 
touched people from al l  
walks of l i fe in var ious 
par ts of the community, 
the state and the nation.  

The Naming Commit t ee 
Naming our  school was no easy task!  We would l ike 
to thank ever y community member  who submitted 
one of the 132 di f ferent names for  us to consider  
and ever yone who reached out to share their  
per spective!  Your  input was valuable in our  naming 
committee's r esearch and consideration.  Thank you 
to our  Naming Committee members for  their  time 
and commitment to the process!  

March 2019 

BCE Family, 

We are exci ted about the continued progress of 
our  school!  From construction to the naming 
process, the vision is tr uly coming to l ight!  
In the last few  weeks, we visi ted Lincoln 
Per forming Ar ts Elementar y School, Cincinnati  
School for  the Per forming Ar ts and other  high 
per forming Elementar y Schools in the 
sur rounding area.  We have enjoyed r ich 
conversation w ith these schools and are 
br inging back great ideas that we know  w i l l  
make BCE the best and most engaging school 
for  your  chi ldren.  

We are also concluding the f i r st round of 
teacher  inter views for  BCE!  After  screening 
more than 200 teacher  applicants, we are 
thankful for  the talented and dedicated 
teachers show ing interest in ser ving your  
chi ldren.  These educator s believe in the vision 
of BCE and w i l l  br ing a wealth of know ledge 
and exper ience to provide a diver se 
educational exper ience for  our  students. 

As we continue our  r esearch and the inter view  
process, each interaction br ings confi rmation 
that our  vision for  Brenda Cowan Elementar y 
is wor thwhi le and necessar y for  student 
engagement.  Likew ise, we take great pr ide in 
know ing that the name of our  school r ef lects 
the values we w ish to insti l l  in our  students.  

At our  school, students w i l l  be passionate, 
engaged and car ing, as they develop into the 
best ver sions of themselves.  We tr uly bel ieve 
that Lt. Brenda Cowan exempli f ied those four  
character istics.  I t is an honor  to be able to 
celebrate her  l i fe and to be able to r ecognize 
al l  the men and women who put their  l ives on 
the l ine dai ly in ser vice.  

- Joshua A. Wil l iams 

Br enda Cowan
 El ementar y 
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Wel come   t o   Br enda   Cowan   El ementar y   School

*Bui lding is 51% complete 

*  Br ick is being laid

*   Roofing has star ted 

Lt. Br enda Cowan

Buil ding Updat es
Through the r ain and snow , the constr uction team is working di l igently to 
complete our  beauti ful bui lding! From Richmond Road, you can catch a gl impse 
of their  hard work!

We are exci ted about the 
progress!



We would l ove to hear  f r om  you!  

Join us at Crossroads Andover  on 4128 Todds Road for  monthly community 
forums.  In these meetings, you w i l l  r eceive updates on constr uction, hir ing, ar ts 
integration, community involvement, par tner ships, after  school programming and 
more!  We w i l l  also have the oppor tuni ty to answer  questions and share ideas for  
our  school and community.  KIDS ARE WELCOME! (See dates and times on Calendar)

To read the minutes from the Februar y Community Meeting, visi t: 
bi t .l y/BCEfebcom m uni ty

Februar y brought our  newest and youngest students to 
Brenda Cowan elementar y!  BCE Adminstr ative Assistant 
Ben Runyun says, 

"I t was great to see al l  of the famil ies at the f i r st round of 
enrol lment, and we hope to see even more in Apr i l !" 

The next round of r egistr ation w i l l  be open from 
Apr i l  9 - 26th  (details in Calendar).  

For  more information and a ful l  l ist of r egistr ation 
r equir ements, visi t: w w w.fcps.net /enr ol lm ent  

Lisa   Smit h

Cal endar

COMMUNITY MATTERS

We are exci ted to be teaming w ith the YMCA to provide 
our  fami l ies w ith an ON SITE after  school program at Brenda 
Cowan Elementar y!  We welcome the YMCA to our  school and 
look for ward to the oppor tuni ties they w i l l  provide our  students 
through recreational activi ties and continued ar ts education.  

In addition to after  school ser vices, the YMCA w i l l  also 
provide snow  day ser vices and summer  programs ON SITE at 
BCE!  We w i l l  continue to share more detai ls as our  program 
develops, but we invi te you and your  kids to join us at the March 
Community Meeting to exper ience the YMCA programming f i r st 
hand!  

For  more information, contact Jessica Ber r y: 
jber r y@ymcacky.or g

Do you have interest in ser ving on the future PTA for  BCE?

Email Chr is Medley, the 16th Distr ict PTA President for  more 
information: pr esident@16thdistr ictpta.or g 

FAMILY CORNER

Communit y    Meet ings  

megan    Bar nes

Gr ace    Cot tam

FCPS Elementar y Chief

Cur r iculum Coach

Media Librar y Special ist
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Locat ion for  

Com m uni ty  Meet ings &  

Ear ly Kinder gar ten Enr ol lm ent

Cr ossr oads Andover
4128 Todds Rd, Lex ington  
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Kinder gar t en    Enr ol l ment

MEET THE TEAM
Af t er    School   Ser v ices   -  YMCA

Get    Involved 

SCHOOL    COLORS
Please give your kids a chance to vote on our school colors!  

Show your school spirit by voting at: 

bit.ly/BCEspirit

@BCEfayet t e


