Guidelines December 2019
2018-19 Texas Academic Performance Report

The intent of these guidelines is to help districts fulfill their legal responsibilities regarding
the annual report of their educational performance and the Texas Academic Performance
Report (TAPR). Please read these guidelines carefully.

These guidelines are not a substitute for districts’ knowledge and full understanding of
Texas Education Code (TEC), §39.306 and §39.362, or 19 Texas Administrative Code,
§61.1022.

TEC, §39.306, requires each district’s board of trustees to publish an annual report that
includes the PDF TAPR as well as the information summarized below under “Annual
Report.”

Statute requires that each district’s board of trustees hold a public hearing to discuss the
district’s annual report within 90 days of receiving the PDF TAPR; however, because this
year's release date coincides with the start of winter break for many districts, the 90 day
count will begin on the first day the district returns from winter break. Within two weeks
following the public meeting, each district must widely publish its annual report, including
posting it on the district website and other public places.

1. Annual Report The PDF TAPR comprises the main part of the district’s annual report,
and it must be published in the same format as provided by TEA. Districts may promote
the online TAPR system as well, but the annual report must use the PDF TAPR, In
addition to the PDF TAPR, a district’s annual report must include the campus
performance objectives and the progress toward those objectives, district accreditation
status, each campus awarded a distinction designation or rated F, the district’s current
special education compliance status (included in the district PDF TAPR cover page),
information on violent or criminal incidents and prevention and intervention policies,
findings that resulted from evaluations conducted under the Safe and Drug-Free
Schools and Communities Act of 1994, and information on the performance of the
previous year’s graduates in their first year of college as reported by the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board (THECB). Districts may include supplemental
information, such as a narrative describing their schools; additional data, charts, and
diagrams; or an explanation of the data prepared by TEA.

Districts are encouraged to provide a copy of the TAPR Glossary. The glossary provides
definitions, describes methodologies, and lists sources for each data point in the TAPR.
The Spanish version of the glossary is scheduled for release in late spring. Other
materials provided by TEA, such as these guidelines, are intended for district or campus
use but may be shared with the public.

2. PEIMS Financial Standard Reports (2017-18 Financial Actual Reports) The
financial section of the TAPR is provided by the State Funding Division. These reports
can be accessed from a link on the last page of the TAPR or at

http://teatexas.gov/financialstandardreports/.

For more information on the financial reports, please contact the State Funding Division
at(512) 463-9238.
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3.

District Accreditation Status Each district’s annual report must include the 2018-19
accreditation status. Information on accreditation status is available online at

http://tea.texas.gov/accredstatus/. The report must also include any campuses that
earned a distinction designation or was rated F.

Campus Performance Objectives TEC, §11.253, requires each campus to have an
improvement plan with performance objectives and to measure progress toward
meeting these objectives. Both the objectives of each campus and each campus’s
progress toward meeting those objectives must be included in the district’s annual
report.

Special Education Determination Status (district PDF TAPR only) The annual report
must include the district’s special education determination status. The special
education integrated intervention stage/determination status for each district is on the
cover page of the report.

Report on Viclent or Criminal Incidents The annual report must include information
about violent or criminal incidents that occur on each campus. Each district determines
the format of its report but must include the following:

e The number, rate, and type of violent or criminal incidents that occurred on each
campus, to the extent permitted under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy
Act

e Descriptions of school violence prevention and violence intervention policies and
procedures used to protect students

» Findings from evaluations conducted under the Safe and Drug-Free Schools and
Communities Act

For more information about the report of violent or criminal incidents, please see the
Safe and Healthy Schools website at
http: //tea.texas.gov/Texas Schools/Safe and Healthy Schools/.

Student Performance in Postsecondary Institutions TEC, §51.403(e}, requires
postsecondary institutions in Texas to report student performance during the first year
of enrollment after high school graduation to the high school from which students
graduated. Districts must include this information in the annual report.

The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) publishes a report listing this
information for each high school in Texas (sorted by county and district) on its website
at http://www.txhighere .

B09D0050560100A9. The report is titled Report of 2016-2017 High School Graduates’
Enrollment and Academic Performance in Texas Public Higher Education in FY 2018. The
first page explains the purpose of the report and data calculation methods.
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If data for a district are masked due to small numbers of students, that district should
still publish its section of the report, showing the masked data, just as it would publish
any data that are masked in the TAPR. Questions about accessing these reports should
be directed to the THECB at (512) 427-6153.

8. Public Hearings Statute requires that districts hold a hearing for public discussion of
the annual report within 90 calendar days of the date of the release of the PDF TAPR;
however, because this year's release date coincides with the start of winter break for
many districts, the 90 day count will begin on the first day the district returns from
winter break. Districts may combine the hearing with a regularly scheduled meeting of
the local board of trustees. Districts must notify property owners, parents, and others in
a parental relationship to students of the hearing, This notification, which can be in the
form of a press release, must be made available to local print and electronic media (i.e.,
newspaper, radio, and television). It must clearly state the date, time, and place of the
hearing and explain the nature of the hearing.

9. Accessing the PDF TAPR The TAPR is available through TEAL Accountability
(https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/TSP/TEASecurePortal /Access/LogonServlet) or the
TEA public website (https://tea.texas.gov/perfreport/tapr/index.html). The PDF TAPR
is designed to allow for two-sided printing. Blank pages have been added after the cover
page and where needed to ensure that each report is an even number of pages.

TEAL Accountability is for district use only and provides basic materials districts need
to meet the legal requirements related to TAPR.

10. Publishing the Report A district can upload its PDF TAPR to the district website or
direct others to the TAPR on the TEA website. To accommodate those without internet
access, a copy of the annual report should be made available in public places, such as
school offices, local businesses, or public libraries. Districts may also distribute copies
through email, standard mail, or by sending the reports home with students. Each
district is responsible for finding the most efficient method of making the annual
reports widely available to the public.

11. Requirement for Notice on District Website TEC, §39.362, requires each district to
post the most recent PDF TAPR on its website by the 10th instructional day of the
school year. This responsibility is separate from widely releasing the annual report to
the public. While statute does not require a district to update its website with the latest
TAPR after the 10th instructional day, TEA strongly encourages districts to update their
websites with the 2018-19 TAPR.
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12, Data Modification By the time the TAPR is published, the window to correct
inaccurate data submitted by a district has already closed. Districts must correct TSDS
PEIMS data used in the TAPR per the procedures described in the Texas Education Data
Standards. Districts must submit corrections for STAAR results, college admissions test
data, Advanced Placement tests, or International Baccalaureate tests to the appropriate
testing contractor. A district may include in its annual report an explanation of any
discrepancies between the TAPR and locally computed data.

13. Summary Report I[n addition to publishing the complete PDF TAPR in its annual
report, a district can develop and release a summarized report showing performance on
key indicators. This summary must clearly indicate where and how to obtain a copy of
the full report.

14. Common Questions Districts are encouraged to make a copy of the TAPR Glossary
available locally. The glossary provides definitions, describes methodologies, lists
sources for data in the TAPR, and answers many of the most commonly asked
questions. Following are some of the most common causes of perceived inaccuracies in
the TAPR or discrepancies between state and local data.

o Time Frame The time of data collection varies from indicator to indicator. For
example, test scores for the ACT and SAT may be from tests taken when
graduating seniors were juniors, or even sophomores. The TAPR Glossary
provides additional information on data sources.

e PDF and System Data Sources Although the online TAPR system will be
updated as new data become available, the TAPR compiles data sets at a specific
point in time to create an annual statistic. Districts that maintain cumulative or
dynamic sets of similar information, such as student enrollment, may show
different results.

e The Accountability Subset The PDF TAPR includes the STAAR results of only
those students enrolled in the campus or district as of October 26, 2018 (for the

spring 2019 test). See the TAPR Glossary or the 2019 Accountability Manual for a
more complete explanation of the accountability subset criteria.

¢ Masking The TAPR applies masking rules to STAAR assessment results and
other performance indicators when needed to comply with the federal Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act. For more information on masking rules and
symbols, please see the explanation of masking on the TEA website at

https://rptsvrl.tea.texas.gov/perfreport/tapr/2019 /masking.html.

15. Recommended Meetings Beyond the requirement to widely publish the district
annual report and PDF TAPR, a superintendent may encourage principals to meet with
staff to discuss their campus report and, following public discussion, schedule
presentations of the information at meetings of local parent-teacher organizations.
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Comprehensive Glossary
2018-19 Texas Academic Performance Report

Cover Page
2019 Accountability Rating: The overall rating earned by the district or campus for 2019,

2019 Special Education Determination Status (district TAPR only): This label represents an
integrated determination status based on an evaluation of each district’s Results Driven
Accountability (RDA) indicators (formerly Performance Based Monitoring Analysis indicators) in
the special education program area; the State Performance Plan (SPP) compliance indicators 9, 10,
11, 12, and 13; data integrity; uncorrected noncompliance; and audit findings. Districts receive one
of four special education determination statuses:

Meets Requirements

Needs Assistance

Needs Intervention

Needs Substantial Intervention

For more information, see the special education intervention guidance and resources documents at
the following link: https://tea.texas.gov/si/SPEDmonitoring/

Additional resources include the RDA Manual and the State Performance Plan at the following links:
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/review-and-support/results-driven-

accountability-rda
https://tea.texas.gov/Reports_and_Data/Data_Submission/State_Performance_Plan/State_Perform

2019 Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) Test (Career Exploration) (district
TAPR only): Senate Bill 1843 requires that each school year, each school district and open-
enroliment charter school provide students in grades 10-12 the opportunity to take the ASVAB and
consult with a military recruiter. There are two types of ASVAB tests; only the ASVAB Career
Exploration Program {CEP) was evaluated,

Not Given: The district completed the reporting requirement but did not offer the ASVAB CEP.

Alternate Test Given: The district completed the reporting requirement and did not offer the ASVAB
CEP but did offer an alternate test.

Performance

STAAR (State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness): A comprehensive testing program
for public school students in grades 3-8 or high school courses with end-of-course (EOC)
assessments, The STAAR program is designed to measure to what extent a student has learned,
understood, and is able to apply the concepts and skills expected at each grade level or after
completing each course for which an EOC assessment exists. Each STAAR assessment is linked
directly to the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS). The TEKS are the state-mandated
content standards that describe what a student should know and be able to do upon completion of a
course. For more information on the TEKS, see the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills website at

http://tea.texas.gov/curriculum/teks/.
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Other Important Information:

Substitute Assessments. Certain, specific assessments that students may take in place of an EOC
assessment, For more information, see the Texas Administrative Code, §101.4002, at
http:/ /ritter.tea.state.tx,us/rules/tac/chapter101/ch10idd.html.

Special Education. STAAR (with and without accommodations) and STAAR Alternate 2 results are
included.

Spanish STAAR. All STAAR assessments in grades 3, 4, and 5 are available in both English and
Spanish. The TAPR performance includes performance on the Spanish STAAR.

Rounding of STAAR resulits. STAAR performance shown on the TAPR is rounded to whole numbers.
For example, 49.877% is rounded to 50%; 49.4999% is rounded to 49%; and 59.5% is
rounded to 60%.

Masking. STAAR performance rates are masked when necessary to comply with FERPA. For more
information, see the Explanation of Masking at

https://rptsvrl.teatexas.gov/perfreport/account/2019 /masking.html

STAAR Performance

The STAAR Performance section of the TAPR displays performance results by grade, subject and
performance level for students in the accountability subset, which are students enrolled in the same
district/campus on both the snapshot date (TSDS PEIMS October snapshot) and the testing date.
The STAAR Performance-All Students section of the TAPR displays STAAR performance by grade,
subject, and performance level and includes all students tested, regardless of whether they were in
the accountability subset.

STAAR:
Grade 3 - reading and mathematics
Grade 4 - reading, mathematics, and writing

Grade 5 - reading (first and second administration cumulative), mathematics (first and
second administration cumulative), and science

Grade 6 - reading and mathematics
Grade 7 - reading, mathematics, and writing

Grade 8 - reading (first and second administration cumulative), mathematics (first and
second administration cumulative), science, and social studies

End-of-Course (EOC):
English I
English I
Algebral
Biology
U.S. History

STAAR Percentage at Approaches Grade Level or Above. The percentage of assessments that met or
exceeded the Approaches Grade Level standard,
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STAAR Percentage at Meets Grade Level or Above. The percentage of assessments that met or
exceeded the Meets Grade Level standard.

STAAR Percentage at Masters Grade Level. The percentage of assessments that met the Masters
Grade Level standard.

STAAR Performance Rate by Enrolled Grade at Meets Grade Level or Above on Both Reading and
Mathematics. The percentage of students who took both the reading and mathematics
STAAR and met or exceeded the Meets Grade Level standard on both assessments
(excluding EOC assessments).

STAAR Performance Rate by Enrolled Grade at Meets Grade Level or Above on Both Reading and
Mathematics Including EOC. The percentage of students who took both the reading and
mathematics STAAR or EOC and met or exceeded the Meets Grade Level standard on both
assessments.

STAAR Performance Rate by Enrolled Grade at Meets Grade Level or Above on Reading Including
EOC. The percentage of students who took the reading STAAR or the English | or 11 EOC and
met or exceeded the Meets Grade Level standard.

STAAR Performance Rate by Enrolled Grade at Meets Grade Level or Above on Mathematics Including
EOC. The percentage of students who took the mathematics STAAR or the Algebra [ EOC and
met or exceeded the Meets Grade Level standard.

Progress (Academic Growth and STAAR Progress Measure)

School Progress Domain—Academic Growth Score. Growth score awarded in School Progress, Part A:
Academic Growth for improving performance year over year as measured by STAAR
progress measures and performance levels on STAAR.

STAAR Progress Measure Percent at Expected or Accelerated Growth. The percentage of assessments
that met or exceeded the STAAR progress measure expectations. See Chapter 3 of the 2019
Accountability Mgnual for more information.

STAAR Progress Measure Percent at Accelerated Growth, The percentage of assessments that
exceeded the STAAR progress measure expectations. See Chapter 3 of the 2019
Accountability Manual for more information,

Percent of Students Maintaining or Improving Compared to Prior Year Performance Level. The
percentage of students that maintained or improved their STAAR performance levels this
year in comparison with last year. Students are included in the performance level achieved
in the prior year.

Prior Year and SSI

Progress of Prior-Year Non-Proficient Students: The percentage of students in grades 4-8 who
did not reach the satisfactory standard on STAAR (including STAAR Alternate 2) in the prior year
but passed the corresponding assessment in the current year, For 2018-19, rates for ELA/reading
and mathematics are calculated as follows:

number of matched grades 4-8 students who did not reach the satisfactory standard
in 2018 but passed in 2019

number of matched grades 4-8 students who did not reach the satisfactory standard in
2018
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For 2018-19, students in grades 4-8 included in these measures are those who

« took the spring 2018-19 STAAR (with or without accommodations) or STAAR
Alternate 2 in ELA/reading and/or mathematics. This indicator does not include grade
3 assessment takers because that is the first STAAR assessment;

« are part of the 2018-19 accountability subset;

+ can be matched to the spring 2017-18 STAAR administration—anywhere in the
state—to find their prior year score for ELA/reading and/or mathematics; and

« did not reach the satisfactory standard on the 2017-18 STAAR administration of
ELA/reading and/or mathematics.

Student Success Initiative (SSI): Grade-advancement requirements enacted by the 76t
Legislature in 1999 that require students to demonstrate proficiency on the reading and
mathematics assessments in grades 5 and 8,

For 2019, the TAPR shows the following for each SSI grade:

(1) Students Meeting Approaches Grade Level Standard on First STAAR Administration: The
percentage of students who met the Approaches Grade Level standard during the first
administration, It is calculated as follows:

number of students who met the Approaches Grade Level standard
in the first administration

number of students who took the assessment in the first
administration

(2) Students Requiring Accelerated Instruction: The percentage of students who did not pass the
first administration of the STAAR. It is calculated as follows:

number of students who did not meet the standard in the first
administration

number of students who took the assessment in the first administration

(3) STAAR Cumulative Met Standard: The cumulative (and unduplicated) percentage of students
who took and passed the assessments in the first and second administrations combined. It
is calculated as follows:

number of students who passed the assessment in either of the first two
administrations

cumulative number of students who took the assessment in either of the first
two administrations
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(4) STAAR Non-Proficient Students Promoted by a Grade Placement Committee (GPC): The
percentage of students who did not reach the satisfactory standard on STAAR but were
promoted to the next grade level by a grade placement committee. It is calculated as
follows:

number of students who did not pass the assessment in the first, second, or
third administrations but were promoted to the next grade level

number of students who did not pass the assessment in the first, second, or
third administrations

(5) STAAR Met Standard (Non-Proficient in Previous Year) Promoted and Retained: The
percentage of students who met standard this year but did not meet the satisfactory
standard on STAAR in the previous year, disaggregated by promoted or retained.

Promoted to Grade 6 or 9: The percentage of students who passed the STAAR in 2019 who
were promoted to grade 6 or 9. Using grade 5 reading as an example, the calculation is as
follows:

number of students promoted by their GPC who passed grade 6 reading
STAAR in 2019

number of students who were promoted by their GPC and took grade 6
reading STAAR in 2019

Retained in Grade 5 or 8: The percentage of students who passed the STAAR in 2019 who
were retained in grade 5 or 8. Using grade 5 reading as an example, the calculation is as
follows:

number of students retained who passed grade 5 reading STAAR in 2019

number of students retained and took grade 5 reading STAAR in 2019

Bilingual Education/ESL

Bilingual Education (BE}: Dual-language program that enables English learners to
become competent in listening, speaking, reading, and writing in English through the
development of literacy and academic skills in both the primary language and English, This
category includes the following:

BE-Trans Early Exit. Bilingual program model that serves students of limited English
proficiency. The transitional bilingual/early exit model transfers a student to English-only
instruction between two and five years after the student enrolls in school,

BE-Trans Late Exit. Bilingual program model that serves students of limited English proficiency.
The transitional bilingual/late exit model transfers a student to English-only instruction
between six and seven years after the student enrolls in school.

BE-Dual Two-Way. Biliteracy program model designed to develop fluency and literacy in
English and another language. The dual language immersion/two-way model integrates
students of limited English proficiency with students proficient in English and transfers a
student of limited English proficiency to English-only instruction between six and seven
years after the student enrolls in school.
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BE-Dual One-Way. Biliteracy program model designed to develop fluency and literacy in English.
The dual language immersion/one-way model serves only students of limited English
proficiency and transfers a student to English-only instruction between six and seven years
after the student enrolls in school.

English as a Second Language (ESL): An intensive program designed to develop
proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing in the English language. This category
includes the following:

ESL Content. An English program that serves students of limited English proficiency. The
English as a second language/content-based model provides a full-time teacher that gives
supplementary instruction for all content areas.

ESL Pull-Out. An English program that serves students of limited English proficiency. The
English as a second language/pull-out model provides a part-time teacher to give
instruction in English language arts only. A student in an ESL Pull-Out program remains in
mainstream instructional arrangements for all other content areas.

Limited English Proficient (LEP): The count and percentage of students whose primary language
is other than English and who are in the process of acquiring English. The terms “English language
learner,” “English learner,” and “Limited English Proficient” (LEP) are used interchangeably. This
category includes:

LEP No Services. A student identified as limited English proficient who does not receive any
bilingual education or English as a second language services.

LEP with Services. A student identified as limited English proficient who receives bilingual
education services or English as a second language services.

School Progress Domain—Academic Growth Score: Points earned for results that either
maintained performance or earned Expected/Accelerated on the STAAR progress measure, Only
includes assessments eligible for a STAAR progress measure,

STAAR Progress Measure Percent at Expected or Accelerated Growth: The percentage of
assessments that met or exceeded the STAAR progress measure expectations, See Chapter 3 of the
2019 Accountability Manual for more information.

Participation
STAAR Participation

The percentage of students who were administered a STAAR assessment, STAAR Alternate 2, Texas
English Language Proficiency Assessment System (TELPAS), and/or TELPAS Alternate. The details
on the participation categories are as follows:

Assessment Participant: 1) number of answer documents with a score code of §, 2) number of
STAAR Alternate 2 testers with a score code of N, 3) number of substitute assessments,
4) number of A or O reading answer documents with a scored TELPAS or TELPAS
Alternate assessment, and 5) number of A or O mathematics answer documents with a
scored TELPAS or TELPAS alternate assessment for year 1-5 asylee/refugees and
students with interrupted formal education (SIFEs)

v Included in Accountability: scored answer documents used in determining the
district or campus accountability rating, including substitute assessments with a
score code of O

Texas Education Agency | Governance and Accountability | Performance Reporting 6 0f 48



Comprehensive Glossary

2018-19 Texas Academic Performance Report

* Notincluded in Accountability: answer documents counted as participants but not
used in determining the district or campus accountability rating

+  Mobile: answer documents were excluded because the students enrolled in the
district or campus after the fall TSDS PEIMS submission dates {October 26,
2018, or October 27, 2017, for summer 2018 EOCs)

¢  Other Exclusions. The following answer documents were excluded fr