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Fayette County

April 27, 2020

James McMillin

4-23-20

859-396-1300, james.mcmillin2@fayette.

704 KAR 003:305 (3)(1)



http://www.lrc.ky.gov/kar/titles.htm

Per 704 KAR 3:305 (3)(1), all students entering 9th grade on or before the first day of
the 2018-2019 school year are required to complete at least 22 credits for high school
graduation. Fayette County Public Schools is requesting the above administrative
regulations, promulgated by the Kentucky Board of Education, to be waived and allow
adoption of Option 2: Minimum Graduation Requirements Waiving Electives (15
Credits) for the 2019-20 school year for all students 18 to 20 years of age, or turning 18
before the start of 2020-2021 school year, deemed at-risk of dropping out or aging out of
high school.

Rationale: As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic school closings, students who were at
risk of dropping out or aging out of high school have become even more prone to not
completing graduation requirements and thus leaving high school without a high school
diploma. This waiver is to help support our students reach the graduation requirements
and place them on a path to successful transition from high school. Through the
collaboration of the Chief of High Schools, Equity Office and Chief Academic Officer,
this waiver will provide a pathway to overcome challenges incurred through COVID-19.
The agreement to this waiver will allow high school/ secondary program principals to
identify students that fit the at-risk category identified above. Those students would then
receive one-on-one counseling and support around their individual learning plans and
college and career goals. A plan to reach the Option 2 graduation requirements would be
created and students would receive support in both the spring and summer months to
earn the 15 required credits under Option 2. The Odysseyware program will be used to
provide opportunities for both initial credit and credit recovery accompanied with
one-on-one support from a certified teacher and counselor. The measures of
effectiveness for this waiver will be the percentage of completion of identified students
reaching the required credits to graduate for the 2019-2020 school year. This waiver will
provide the intervention and equity of access needed for a serious at-risk group to enter
career, work, and life with a higher opportunity for success.
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