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More information 
concerning SSI 
requirements can be 
found on the TEA’s Student 
Assessment Division’s 
website, or you may 
contact your school’s 
principal. 

For information about 
ordering additional copies 
of this brochure, call  
855-333-7770.
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STAAR Testing at Grades 5 and 8 
Students have three opportunities  
to pass the STAAR mathematics  
test and three opportunities  
to pass the STAAR reading  
test—two during the  
spring and one during  
the summer. Exact test  
dates can be found on the  
Testing Calendars webpage.

State of Texas 
Assessments of 

Academic Readiness

STAAR
®

STATE PROMOTION 
REQUIREMENTS

STUDENT SUCCESS INITIATIVE

Grade 5 
Students must pass the STAAR 
mathematics and reading tests 
to be promoted to grade 6. 

Grade 8 
Students must pass the STAAR 
mathematics and reading tests 
to be promoted to grade 9.

®

Parents: 
      As of July 27, 2020, 
TEA has waived the 
grade promotion 
requirements of SSI 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
      Students in grades 
5 and 8 will now be 
tested only once (in 
May, 2021), and will 
not be retained if they 
do not pass either the 
STAAR Reading or 
Math tests.
      However, students 
who have previously 
failed a STAAR 
Reading or Math test 
must still receive 
accelerated instruction 
and parents must still 
be provided with this 
notice. If you have any 
questions, please 
contact your campus 
administrator.

http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/ssi/
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/student-assessment-overview/testing-calendars


State Law Requirements 
The Texas Legislature created the Student 
Success Initiative (SSI) to ensure that all 
students receive the instruction and support 
they need to be academically successful in 
mathematics and reading. 

Under the SSI grade advancement 
requirements, students are required to  
pass the State of Texas Assessments of  
Academic Readiness (STAAR®) grade 5 
mathematics and reading tests to be 
promoted to grade 6. Students are required 
to pass the STAAR grade 8 mathematics and 
reading tests to be promoted to grade 9. 

What Happens at Grades 5 
and 8? 
Students in grades 5 and 8 have three 
opportunities to pass the STAAR 
mathematics test and three opportunities 
to pass the STAAR reading test. If a student 
does not pass one or both tests, the school 
must provide the student with accelerated 
instruction after each testing opportunity, 
and the student must participate in that 
accelerated instruction. The school will 
notify parents if their child does not pass 
one of these STAAR tests that are required 
for promotion.

If a student has not passed the STAAR 
mathematics and/or reading test at grade 
5 or 8 after the second testing opportunity, 
the school will form a grade placement 
committee (GPC). The GPC, which consists 
of the principal, teacher, and parent or 
guardian, will create an instructional plan 
based on the individual needs of the 
student.

The Student Success Initiative
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Each year, students who take a STAAR test 
receive a STAAR Report Card which provides 
more information about how they performed 
and in which areas they might need 
additional support. 

1
Get your child’s Unique Access 
Code from your district or the 
cover of the STAAR Report Card.

2
Visit  

TexasAssessment.gov.

Log In with your child’s 
Unique Access Code or 
click the Find My Access 

3
Code link at 

4
TexasAssessment.gov.

Learn More about your 
child’s performance, test 
questions and responses, 
and how you can provide 
additional support at home. 

AS PARENTS, YOU ARE CRITICAL PARTNERS 
IN YOUR CHILD’S SUCCESS. 
The Texas Education Agency (TEA) is committed 
to making sure you are informed  
and have an accurate picture of  
your child’s progress. Follow these 
4 steps to Log in & Learn More.

 

Follow 
4 EASY 
STEPS to…

LOG IN &
LEARN MORE

RESOURCES TAILORED FOR FIRSTNAME

Use the Find a Book tool on 

TexasAssessment.gov 

to find appropriate reading 

material for FIRSTNAME. 

Reading
Strategies to improve your child’s grade 8 reading understanding

Plan for College

Understanding/Analysis Across Genres

• .Help your child come up with a question about a 

topic of interest. Then work together to read a 

variety of sources to find the answer. Use 

technology (under your guidance) as well as 

magazines, newspapers, and, if relevant, poetry 

and fiction to find the answer. (Scholastic.com) 

Understanding/Analysis of Literary Texts

• .Provide fiction books of interest to your child. 

Read the books either independently or together. 

In your conversations, focus on how the plot 

develops, different points of view, and sensory or 

interesting language. 

Understanding/Analysis of Informational Texts

• .Suggest non-fiction texts related to a movie or tv 

show your child enjoys. For example, if a show or 

movie involves roller coasters, you could find a 

non-fiction book about the mechanics of roller 

coasters at your local library.  

Writing: Composition, Revision and Editing

• .When your child wants something, have him or 

her write you a note explaining why he or she 

wants the item and persuading you that he or she 

deserves the item.  

Learning about Colleges and Degree Programs

• .Attend a college and career fair to learn about 

colleges, degree programs, and admissions 

requirements. 

• .Take a "virtual tour" of colleges that interest you, 

or visit a local college with your parents. 

Preparing for College in High School

• .Explore advanced coursework such as Advanced 

Placement and International Baccalaureate 

classes and dual credit options offered by a local 

community college. 

• .Prepare for college readiness assessments such 

as the PSAT, ACT Aspire, and/or the Texas 

Success Initiative (TSI) exam. 

Building a College Resume

• .Get involved in extracurricular activities (colleges 

look for students who are active leaders in their 

schools). 

• .Participate in a summer enrichment program 

(check out local universities and your local school 

district for opportunities). 

Confidential 2020 STAAR Report Card for:

FIRSTNAME LASTNAME
FIRSTNAME'S PERFORMANCE AT A GLANCE

Approaches
Grade Level

Test Date: April 2020

Reading

Masters
Grade Level

Test Date: Spring 2020

Algebra I

Meets
Grade Level

Test Date: May 2020

Social Studies

Did Not Meet
Grade Level

Test Date: May 2020

Science

Go to TexasAssessment.gov and 

log in to learn more.

FIRSTNAME'S 

UNIQUE ACCESS 
CODE

999999

From the Commissioner

Tests are a part of life. Our kids 

will take tests to get a driver's 

license, to get into college, and 

even to get certain jobs. As a 

parent of four myself, I know that 

no one test can tell me 

everything about my children. But 

the STAAR tests have been 

designed to provide useful 

information about how much our 

children have learned 

academically and how well 

prepared they are for what 

comes next.

Students who meet or master 

grade level by high school 

graduation have more than a 

60% chance of passing their 

college classes, substantially 

increasing their lifetime earnings 

and prospects for success. This 

report is intended to give you 

information on how well your 

child learned this year's 

academic material in school and 

how you can help them learn 

even more.

Maximize Time During Parent Teacher Conferences

Sample Questions to Ask the Teacher:

• .What do you see as my child’s strengths?

• .What does my child seem to be the most interested in at school?

• .Does my child get along well with their classmates?

• .What is the most important thing that I can be doing to prepare my 

child for high school?

• .Is my child giving his/her best effort?

• .What could my child be doing that he/she is not already doing?

• .What do you think are the biggest challenges for my child, and how 

can I help him/her with those challenges?

What the Results Mean

This report shows how well your 

child did on the STAAR. There are 

four levels of performance.

MASTERS
GRADE LEVEL
Mastery of the course 

knowledge and skills is shown 

— student is on track for 

college and career readiness.

MEETS
GRADE LEVEL
Strong knowledge of course 

content — student is prepared 

to progress to the next grade.

APPROACHES
GRADE LEVEL
Some knowledge of course 

content but may be missing 

critical elements — student 

needs additional support in 

the coming year.

DID NOT MEET
GRADE LEVEL
No basic understanding of 

course expectations is 

shown — student may need 

significant support in the 

coming year.

Mike Morath, Commissioner of Education

®

Parents’ Role in the Process
The school will automatically retain a 
student who does not pass the STAAR 
mathematics and/or reading test at grade 5  
or 8 after the third testing opportunity. 
However, the student’s parents or guardians 
may appeal the decision to have their child 
repeat the grade by submitting a request 
to the GPC within five working days of 
receiving the retention notice. The GPC 
may decide to promote a student to the 
next grade, but only if everyone on the 
committee unanimously agrees that the 
student is likely to succeed in the next 
grade. Even if the GPC decides to promote 
the student, the student must participate in 
all the required accelerated instruction to be 
promoted. 

Parents may request a waiver of the third 
testing opportunity if they do not want their 
child to test. If the waiver is approved, the 
student is automatically retained, but the 
parents may still appeal the retention. A 
student must participate in all accelerated 
instruction required by the GPC, even if the 
third testing opportunity is waived. 

For information about how SSI applies to 
students who receive special education 
services, check with the special education 
contact on your campus.

http://TexasAssessment.gov
http://TexasAssessment.gov



