AP World History:Modern: Summer Assignment 203:

Welcome to the AP World program!!! As you have learned in pre-AP class, AP World is challenging and
promotes finding the connections between historical concepts and events with the modern globalized
world. In AP World History: Modern, you will investigate significant events, individuals, developments, and
processes from 1200 to the present. You will develop and use the same skills, practices, and methods
employed by historians: analyzing primary and secondary sources; developing historical arguments;
making historical connections; and utilizing reasoning about comparison, causation, and continuity and
change over time. Below is an assignment that will continue using your skills in order to identify these
connections.

The Historical Thinking Skills focused on in the course are:

Developments and Processes
Sourcing and Situation

Claims and Evidence in sources
Contextualization

Making Connections
Argumentation

PART I; Read Chapter 12 and 13 in the Robert Strayer Textbook. You may highlight/annotate as you read.
After reading the sections, complete the attached questions that correspond to the chapters.

PART Il: Below are the themes that the AP World Modern class will be covering. For each theme, give one
example from either chapter 12 or 13 that correlates to a theme. Below is an example.

Themes of World History:

1. Interaction between humans and the environment
e Demography and Disease
e Migration
e Patterns of Settlement
‘ e Technology
2. Development and interaction of cultures
e Religions
e Belief Systems, philosophies, and ideologies
e Science and Technology
e The arts and architecture
3. State-building, expansion and conflict
e Political Structures and forms of governance
Empires
Nations and nationalism
Revolts and revolutions

L]
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| ]
e Regional, transregional, and global structures and organizations



4. Creation, expansion, and interaction of economic systems
® Agricultural and pastoral production
e Trade and Commerce
e Llabor Systems
® Industrialization
® (apitalism and socialism

5. Development and transformation of social structures
® Gender roles and relations

Family and kinship

Racial and ethnic constructions

Social and economic classes

6. Technology and Innovation
® Human adaptation and innovations have resulted in increased efficiency,
comfort, and security
¢ technological advances have shaped human development and interactions
with both intended and unintended consequences

Example) An example from history in which the theme of development and interaction of cultures is
evident is the forced conversion of the Native Americans to Christianity by the European missionaries after
the discovery of the Americas by Columbus in 1492. This would fall under the sub-topic of belief
systems/religions.

PART Ill: Multiple choice exam: An exam on the material from Chapter 12 and 13 will be given within the
first couple of weeks of school.

® Please email me at toliveras@mtplcsd.org if you have any questions regarding the project or
class. HAVE A GREAT SUMMER!!



Due Date:

CHAPTER 12:
The Worlds of the Fifteenth Century

1. What are the two historical interpretations of Columbus mentioned in the introductory paragraph of this chapter?
a. Interpretationl: b. Interpretation 2:

2. List some of the other major occurrences that were taking place around the world around the same time as
Columbus’ voyages to the Americas.

1. THE SHAPES OF HUMAN COMMUNITIES P. 500

A. PALEOLITHIC PERSISTENCE: AUSTRALJA AND NORTH AMERICA
3. What regions of the world still saw hunter-gathers predominate even into the 1400s (the 15% century)?

4. What are some ways the Australian foraging societies (hunter-gatherers) interacted with their environment?

5. Take a look at the “Map of Time” on page 561, explain why you think historians bave marked the end of the Post-
Classical Era and the beginming of the Early Modern Era at 1450 CE?

B. AGRICULTURAL VILLAGE SOCIETIES: THE IGBO AND THE IROQUOIS
6. What 3 characteristics, common to civilizations, had agricultural village societies avoided?

7. ‘What did the Igbo people rely on in order to maintain social cohesion in their “stateless (government-less)
society?”

8. Wﬁat will happen to the Igbo people of we;.stern Africa near the end of the 15® century?
9. 'What changes téok place among the Iroquois people in the 15® century?
10. What did the Iroquois League accomplish?
11. What were some advantages for Iroquois women?
C. PASTORAL PEOPLES: CENTRAL ASIA AND WEST AFRICA

12. Who led the last great military conquest of nomadic peoples from Central Asia?

13. How did the Fulbe people of West Africa differ from the pastoralist groups in Inner Asia?



1L CIVILIZATIONS OF THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY: COMPARING CHINA AND EUROPE P. 505

A. MING DYNASTY CHINA
14. In what ways did the Ming dynasty try to remove Mongol influence from China and reestablish traditional

Chinese values?
15. What were some of Emperor Yongle’s accomplishments?
16. Describe the government organization of the Ming dynasty.
17. What actions helped the economy and population of China to flourish under the Ming dynasty?
18. What was the purpose of the Zheng He expeditions? |
19. Did China wish to conquer new territory and create a maritime empire during this period?

20. What are the three reasons given for why Chinese maritime expeditions stopped suddenly after 14337
a. Reason 1: b. Reason 2; ¢. Reason 3:

B. EUROPEAN COMPARISONS: STATE BUILDING AND CULTURAL RENEWAL
21. How was Europe’s political system different than China’s?

22. Why were there more wars in Europe during the 15% century than in China?

23. Define “renaissance”

24. How did the Renaissance change the themes and focus of art , literature, and scholarship?

25. Look at the Waldseemuller Map on page 571, why do you think Africa and Eurasia are drawn more accurately
than the Americas? (Hint: look at the date of the map ©)

C. EUROPEAN COMPARISONS: MARITIME VOYAGING
26. What country initiated maritime voyaging for Europe?

27. What two European expedition marked major breakthroughs in European maritime exploration? (Write down who
led them and what they did that was memorable)
a. Expedition 1: b. Expedition 2;

28. Explain some differences between European maritime voyages and the Chinese maritime voyages of Zheng He in

all of the following categories:
a. Sizeofthe b. Motivation of the ¢. Legacy:

expeditions: expeditions:



29, Why did Burope continue maritime exploration when China decided to abandon it? (Three reasons)

a. Reason 1: b. Reason 2; ¢. Reason 3:

30. Did China’s withdrawal from maritime voyages help or hurt Buropean exploration? Explain.

11, CIVILIZATIONS OF THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY: THE ISLAMIC WORLD P. 515

A. IN THE ISLAMIC HEARTLAND: THE OTTOMAN AND SAFAVID EMPIRES
31. Describe the geographic location of the Ottoman Empire. (Hint: use map 12.4 on page 577 for help)

32. What nomadic people group was responsible for founding the Ottoman Empire?

33.

34.

What was the long-term significance of the Safavid Empire?

Why was there frequent conflict between the Oftoman and Safavid empires?

B. ON THE FRONTIERS OF ISLAM: THE SONGHAY AND MUGHAL EMPIRES
35. What is the name of the West African Islamic Empire that existed in the 15% century?

36.

37.

38.

39.

40,

Remember syncretism means the blending of religious beliefs/practices. Explain how Songhay displayed
syncretism between Islam and its local beliefs and custors. (Hint: focus on the actions of Songhay’s leader-

Sonni Ali)
How was the Mughal Empire in India similar to Songhay in Africa?

How did the Mughal govemment deal with its religious diverse population and keep them out of conflict with one
another?

What religion dominated the Indian Ocean trading network in Southeast Asia during the 16® century?

Remember “diasporic communities” means a community of people who share a common culture who are spread
out from their culture’s traditional heartland. Where is Southeast Asia were Muslims forming disasporic
communities made up of Muslim merchants?

IV. CIVILIZATIONS OF THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY: THE AMERICAS P. 522

A. THE AZTEC EMPIRE

41,

42.

43.

The text states the Aztecs started off as mercenaries and then became conquerors to found their own empire.

Define “mercenary’
What was the expectation of conquered people within the Aztec empire?

Describe the trading city of Tenochtitlan.



44. Describe trade within the Aztec empire.

45. What was the rationale behind human sacrifice (i.e.- what was the justification/reason for it?)

B. THE INCA EMPIRE
46. How does the size of the Inca Empire compare to that of the Aztecs?

47. How did the Aztecs treat conquered people within their empire?
48. Describe the Incan political system (including its bureaucracy)

49. Define “quipus™

50. How did the Incas treat conquered peoples within their empire?
51. Describe the “mita system”
52. Describe the treatment of women in both Aztec and Incan society.

53. In what ways was it clear that there still wasn’t gender equality within the Aztec and Inca civilizations?

V. WEBS OF CONNECTION P. 529
54. What are the three things that connected people during the 15® century? (Hint: focus on the subject of the first 3

paragraphs- each paragraph outlines one of them)
a, Thing 1: b. Thing 2: c. Thing 3:

Y1 A PREVIEW OF COMING ATTRACTIONS: LOOKING AHEAD TO THE MODERN ERA, 1500-2012

P. 531
55. How did Modermn Era societies differ from those that came before them?

56. What was Europe’s role in this new Early Modern world?

VIL REFLECTIONS: WHAT IF? CHANCE AND CONTINGENCY IN WORLD HISTORY P. 533
57. List the 3 events that had the potential to prevent Europe from rising to world dominance if they had happened

differently in the 15% century.
a. Event l: b. Event2: ¢. Event3




Due Date:

CHAPTER 13:

Political Transformations: Empires and Encounters, 1450-1750

1. List the 5 Buropean countries that built large maritime empires between 1450-1750.

2. List the 4 land-based empires in Burasia that are listed in the introduction.

1. EUROPEAN EMPIRES IN THE AMERICAS P. 618
3. Explain why European empires were distinctive.

A. THE EUROPEAN ADVANTAGE
4. What geographic factors (at least 2) helped Europeans carve out large empires in the Americas?

5. List at least 3 motivations Europeans had for taking colonies in the Americas,

6. What are some advantages Europeans had in taking colonies in the Americas (with the Aztecs and Incas in
particular)?

7. Use Map 13.1 on page 620 to list the locations of the colonies of the following countries:

a.
b. Netherlands
{Dutch):
c. Great Britain
{(English):
d. France:
e. Portugal:
f Spain:
B. THE GREAT DYING

8. List some of the diseases brought over to the Americas by Europeans,

9. Why did the Americans lack immunity to these diseases?

10. Approximately what percentage of the Native American population died after being exposed to these diseases?

C. THE COLUMBIAN EXCHANGE
11. What two groups of people became the labor force in the Americas after the Native American population was

destroyed by disease?

12. List the crops and animals that travelled from Europe and went to the Americas

a,
b. Crops:
c. Animals:

13.

14. List the food crops that travelled from the Americas to Europe:



15,
16.
17.

18.

19,

20.

21.

22,

List the food crops that travelled from the Americas to China:
List the food crops that travelled from the Americas to Africa:
How were the populations of Europe, China, and Africa affected by these new food crops from the Americas?

List some other crops being exchanged around the world during this time (not necessarily food crops, they can be
smoked or drunk)

What resource was used to create the first global currency? (Hint: it was mined out of Mexico and Peru)

Explain the relationship between Europe, the Americas, and Africa.

Define “Columbian Exchange”

How did Western Europe’s position in world trade and dominance change during this time period?

IL. COMPARING COLONIAL SOCIETIES IN THE AMERICAS P. 626

23,

24,

25,

Explain the concept of mercantilism:

Define “bullion”

Explain how women were used to solidify the relationship between the Europeans and the Native Americans.

A.IN THE LAND OF THE AZTECS AND THE INCAS

26.

27.

28.

29,

30.

31

What was the economic foundation for Spanish colonial societies in the Americas?

Describe the encomienda system

Describe the Hacienda system that later replaced encomienda
Describe the following groups

a.

b. Creoles:

c. Peninsuolares:

d.

e. Describe the relationship between creoles and peninsulares

In what ways were women’s roles restricted and elevated in Spanish colonial society?
a.
b. Restricted:
¢. Elevated:

32, Define “mestizo”



a. What was the relationship between mestizos and Spaniards {creoles and peninsulares)?

33. What group was at the bottom of Spanish colenial society?

34. Describe examples of Native Americans adopting Spanish culture and rejecting Spanish culture

a.

b. Examples of adopting Spanish
culture:

c. Examples of rejecting Spanish
culture;

B. COLONIES OF SUGAR
35. What was the dominant export of colonies in Brazil and the Caribbean?

36. Why was sugar produced on large-scale plantations?

37. Who made up the labor force for these sugar plantations?

38. Why did plantation owners often have to import fresh slaves instead of having the slaves they already purchased
procreate to increase their labor force?

39. Define “Mulatto”

40. What are some of the differences between slavery in British North America and slavery in the Caribbean and
Brazil?

C.SETTLER COLONIES IN NORTH AMERICA
41. How did British colonists’ motivations for going to the New World differ from those of Spanish or Portuguese

colonists? (Hint: think Puritans and Quakers)

42. Describe women’s roles in British colonial society:

43. How did the number of European colonists in British New England compare to the number of European colonists
in Spanish and Portuguese colonies?

44, Describe differences between British new England colonies and Spanish Mesoamerican colonies in all of the
following categories:

a.
b. Religion:

Literacy:

o

d. Politics:
45.

46, What is the irony of the history of the Americas?

IIL. THE STEPPES AND SIBERIA: THE MAKING OF A RUSSIAN EMPIRE P. 635
47. List some of the motives Russians had for conquering their pastoral neighbors and spreading east across Siberia?



A. EXPERIENCING THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE
48. What two things did the Russians demand from their conquered peoples?

49. How did the Russian government encourage conquered peoples to convert to Christianity?

50. Explain what happened to most of the Siberian natives overtime as their territory was absorbed into the Russian
empire. -

B. RUSSIANS AND EMPIRE
51. In what ways did Peter the Great “westernize” Russia?

52. Why does Russia struggle with an identity problem?

53. Why did Russia need a militarized government with a powerful monarchy?
54. How was Russian empire building different from the empire building of Britain and Spain?

IV. ASIAN EMPIRES P. 639
55. How were Asian empires during this era different from the empires being built in the Americas and Russia?

A. MAKING CHINA AN EMPIRE
56. What dynasty replaced the Ming dynasty in China? Where were it’s rulers from?

57. In what ways did Qing government officials maintain their distinctiveness from Chinese cultural traditions and in
what ways did they give in and adopt Chinese traditions?
a.
b. Examples of distinctiveness:
¢. Examples of adopting Chinese
traditions;
58.

59. What was the motivation for Chinese expansion during this era?

60. How did the Chinese govern their newly acquired territories?

61. How did the Chinese treat conquered people groups?

62. How did the borders of the Manchu state (Qing dynasty’s empire) compare to the borders of modern day China?

63. How did Chinese and Russian conquests in Eurasia change the way that region interacted with the world in trade?
B. MUSLIMS AND HINDUS IN THE MUGHAL EMPIRE

64. What was the religion of the rulers of the Mughal dynasty? What was the religion of the majority of people living

in India at the time?

65. Describe examples of how Akbar tried to incorporate Hindu, Persian, and Turkic traditions into the Mughal
culture?

66. How did Aurangzeb’s policy towards Hindu’s differ from Akbar’s?



a. What were some of the consequences of Aurangzeb’s harsh treatment of Hindus within the Mughal
Empite?

C. MUSLIMS AND CHRISTIANS IN THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE
67. Compare Map 13.4 on page 645 with the map of the Byzantine Empire on page 471. What areas did both empires

conirol at one point in history?

68. How did women’s roles change and stay the same as the Turks converted to Islam?
a

b. Change:
¢. Stay the same:
69. Why were the Ottomans in conflict with the Persian based Safavid Empire?
70. What event marked the official collapse of the Byzantine Empire and when did it occur?

71. Why did many Christians living in the region welcome Ottoman conquest?

72. Describe the devshirme system:

V. REFLECTIONS: THE CENTRALITY OF CONTEXT IN WORLD HISTORY
73. List some of the distinctive features of European empires as explained in the reflections section
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“Columbus was a perpetrator of genocide ..., aslave trader, a thief,
a pirate, and most certainly not a hero. To celebrate Columbus is
to congratulate the process and history of the invasion.”* This was
the view Winona LaDuke, president of the Indigenous Women’s
Network, on the occasion in 1992 of the sooth anniversary of
Columbus’s arrival in the Americas. Much of the commentary sur-
rounding the event echoed the same themes, citing the history of
death, slavery, racism, and exploitation that followed in the wake
Columbus’s first voyage to what was for him an altogether New
World. A century earlier, in 1892, the tone of celebration had been
very different. A presidential proclamation cited Columbus as a brave
“pioneer of progress and enlightenment” and instructed Americans
to “express honor to the discoverer and their appreciation of the
great achievements of four completed centuries of American life.”
The century that followed witnessed the erosion of Western domi-
nance in the world and the discrediting of racism and imperialism
and, with it, the reputation of Columbus.

THIS SHARP REVERSAL OF OPINION ABOUT COLUMBUS provides a re-
minder that the past is as unpredictable as the future. Few Ameri-
cans in 1892 could have guessed that their daring hero could emerge
so tarnished only a century later. And few people living in 1492 could
have imagined the enormous global processes set in motion by the
voyage of Columbus’s three small ships—the Atlantic slave trade, the
decimation of the native peoples of the Americas, the massive growth
of world population, the Industrial Revolution, and the growing
prominence of Europeans on the world stage. None of these devel-
opments were even remotely foreseeable in 1492.

The B&inﬁ?’é‘{iﬂg of Two Worlds: This famous sixteenth-ceniury engraving by the- Flemish artist Theodore de Bry shows
lColumbus landing in Hispaniola (Haiti), where the Taino peaple bring him presents, while the Europeans claim the
island for God and monarch. In light of its long-range consequences, this voyage represents a major turning point in

world history. (bpk, Berlin/Art Resource, NY)
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W Comparison

in what ways did the
gathering and hunting
people of Australia differ
from those of the north-
west coast of North
America?

SEEKING THE MAIN POINT

Thus in historical hindsight, that voyage of Columbus was arguably the single
most important event of the fifteenth century. But it was not the only significant
marker of that century. A Central Asian Turkic warrior named Timur launched the
last major nomadic invasion of adjacent civilizations. Russia emerged from two cen-
turies of Mongol rule to begin a huge empire-building project across northern Asia.
A new European civilization was taking shape in the Renaissance. In 1405 an enor-
mous Chinese fleet, dwarfing that of Columbus, set out across the entire Indian Ocean
basin, only to voluntarily withdraw 28 years later. The Islamic Ottoman Empire put
a final end to Christian Byzantium with the conquest of Constantinople in 1453, even
as Spanish Christians completed the “reconquest” of the Iberian Peninsula from the-
Muslims in 1492. And in the Americas, the Aztec and Inca Empires gave a final and
spectacular expression to Mesoamerican and Andean civilizations before they were
both swallowed up in the burst of European imperialism that followed the arrival of
Columbus. _

Because the fifteenth century was a hinge of major historical change on many
_ fronts, it provides an occasion for a bird’s-eye view of the world
through a kind of global tour. This excursion around the world
{  will serve to briefly review the human saga thus far and to estab-
g lish a baseline from which the enormous transformations of the
§ centuries that followed might be measured. How then might we
E describe the world, and the worlds, of the fifteenth century?

The Shapes of Human Communities

One way to describe the world of the fifteenth century is to identify the various types
of societies that it contained. Bands of hunters and gatherers, villages of agricultural
peoples, newly emerging chiefdoms or small states, nomadic/pastoral communities,
established civilizations and empires—all of these social or political forms would have
been apparent to a widely traveled visitor in the fifteenth century. R epresenting al-
ternative ways of organizing human communities, all of them were long established
by the fifteenth century, but the balance among these distinctive kinds of societies in
1500 was quite different than it had been a thousand years earlier.

Paleolithic Persistence: Australia and North America

Despite millennia of agricultural advance, substantial areas of the world still hosted
gathering and hunting societies, known to historians as Paleolithic (old stone age)
peoples. All of Australia, much of Siberia, the arctic coastlands, and parts of Africa al‘l(_i
the Americas fell into this category. These peoples were not simply relics of a bygone
age. They too had changed over time, though more slowly than their agricultural
counterparts, and they too interacted with their neighbors. In short, they had a history,
although most history books largely ignore them after the age of agriculture arrived-
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A MaP of —rimc
1345-1521 Aztec Empire in Mesoamerica
13661644  Ming dynasty in China
' 1376:;406 Congquests of Timur
15th ﬁéatury Spread of Islam in Southeast Asia
Civil war among Japanese watlords
Rise of Hindu state of Vijayanagara in southern India
European renaissance
Flourishing of African states of Ethiopia, Kongo, Benin, Zimbabwe
1405:1433 Chinese matitime voyages ‘
M14zo Beginning of Portuguese exploration of West African coast
1438;:1533 Inca Empire along the Andes
,,;453 Ottoman seizure of Constantinople
1464—1591 Songhay Empire in West Africa
” 1492  Christian reconquest of Spain from Muslims completed; Columbus’s
first trans-Atlantic voyage '
1497:15205 Portuguese entry into the Indian Ocean world
- 1501 Founding of Safavid Empire In Persia
1526  Founding of Mughal Empire in India

Jonetheless, this most ancient way of life still had a sizable and variable presence in the
world of the fifteenth century.

Consider, for example, Australia. That continent’s many separate groups, SOIme
150 of them, still practiced a gathering and hunting way of life in the fifteenth cen~
nry, a pattern that continued well after Europeans arrived in the late eighteenth
sentury. Over many thousands of years, these people had assimilated various mate-
+al items or cultural practices from outsiders— outrigger canoes, fish hooks, com-
slex netting techniques, artistic styles, rituals, and mythological ideas—but despite
he presence of farmers in nearby New Guinea, no agricultural practices penetrated
he Australian mainland. Was it because large areas of Australia were unsuited for the
<ind of agriculture practiced in New Guinea? Ot did the peoples of Australia, en-
oying an environment of sufficient resources, simply see no need to change their
way of life?

Despite the absence of agriculture, Australia’s peoples had mastered and ma-
nipulated their environment, in part through the practice of “firestick farming,” a
pattern of deliberately set fires, which they described as “cleaning up the country.”
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Sna Pshot Major Developments around the World in the
Fifteenth Century

Region

Major Developments

Central, East, and

Ming dynasty China, 1368~1644

Southeast Asia Conquests of Timur, 1370-1406
Zheng He’s maritime voyages, 1405-1433
Spread of Islam into Southeast Asia
Rise of Malacca
Civil war among competing warlords in Japan
South Asia/India Timur's invasion of India, 1398
Various Muslim sultanates in northern India
Rise of Hindu state of Vijayanagar in southern India
Founding of Mughal Empire, 1526
Middle East Expansion of Ottoman Empire
Ottoman seizure of Constantinople, 1453
Founding of Safavid Empire in Persia, 1501
Ottoman siege of Vienna, 1529
Christendom/Europe European Renaissance
Portuguese voyages of exploration along West
African coast
Completion of reconquest of Spain, ending Muslim
control
End of the Byzantine Empire, 1453
End of Mongol rule in Russia; reign of Ivan the
Great, 1462-1505
Africa Songhay Empire in West Africa, 1464-1591
Kingdom of the Kongo in West Central Africa
Expansion of Ethiopian state in East Africa
Kingdom of Zimbabwe/Mwene Mutapa in southern
Africa
The Americas/Western Aztec Empire in Mesoamerica, 13451521
Hemisphere Inca Empire along the Andes, 1438-1533
iroquois confederacy (New York State)
“Complex” Paleolithic societies along west coast of
North America
Pacific Oceania Paleolithic persistence in Australia

Chiefdoms and stratified societies on Pacific istands

Yap as center of oceanic trading network with
Guam and Palau



These controlled burns served to clear the underbrush, thus making hunting easier
and encouraging the growth of certain plant and animal species. In addition, native
Australians exchanged goods among themselves over distances of hundreds of miles,
created elaborate mythologies and ritual practices, and developed sophisticated tradi-
rions of sculpture and rock painting. They accomplished all of this on the basis of an
economy and technology rooted in the distant Paleolithic past.

A very different kind of gathering and hunting society flourished in the fif-
teenth century along the northwest coast of North America among the Chinookan,
Tulalip, Skagit, and other peoples. With some 300 edible animal species and an abun-
dance of salmon. and other fish, this extraordinarily bounteous environment pro-
vided the foundation for what scholars sometimes call “complex” or “affluent” gath-
ering and hunting cultures. What distinguished the northwest coast peoples from
those of Australia were permanent village settlements with large and sturdy houses,
considerable economic sp ecialization, ranked societies that sometimes included slav-
ery, chiefdoms dominated by powerful clan leaders ot “big men,” and extensive stor-
age of food.

Although these and other gathering and hunting peoples persisted still in the fif-
reenth century; both their numbers and the area they inhabited had contracted greatly
a5 the Agricultural Reevolution unfolded across the planet. That relentless advance of the
farming frontier continued in the centuries ahead as the Russian, Chinese, and Euro-
pean empires encompassed the lands of the remaining Paleolithic peoples. By the early
twenty-first century, what was once the only human way of life had been reduced to
minuscule pockets of people whose cultures seemed doomed to 2 final extinction.

Agricultural Village Societies: The Igbo and the Iroquois

Far more numerous than gatherers and hunters were those many peoples who, though
fully agricultural, had avoided incorporation into larger empires or civilizations and
had not developed their own city- or state-based societies. Living usually in small
village-based communities and organized in terms of kinship relations, such people
predominated during the fifteenth century in much of North America and in parts of
the Amazon River basin, Southeast Asia, and Africa south of the equator. They had
created societies largely without the oppressive political authority, class inequalities,
nd seclusion of women that were so common in civilizations. Historians have largely
relegated such societies to the petiphery of world history, marginal to their overwhebm-
ing focus on states, cities, and large-scale civilizations Viewed from within their own
circles, though, these societies were at the center of things, each with its own history
of migration, cultural transformation, social conflict, incorporation of new people, po-
litical rise and fall, and interaction with strangers. In short, they too changed as their
histories took shape. '

East of the Niger River in the heavily forested region of West Africa lay the lands
of the Igbo (EE-boh) peoples. By the fifteenth century, their neighbors, the Yoruba
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M Change

What kinds of changes
were transforming the
societies of the West
African lgbo and the
North American Iroquois
as the fifteenth century
unfolded?
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Igbo Art

Widely known for their
masks, used in a variety of
ritual and ceremaonial occa-
sfons, the Igho were also
among the first to produce
bronze castings using the
“lost wax” method. This
exquisite bronze pendant in
the form of a human head
derives from the Igho Ukwu
archeological site in eastemn
Nigeria and dates to the ninth
century C.E. (Werner Forman/
Art Resource, NY)
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and Bini, had begun to develop small states and urban centers. But the Igbo,
whose dense population and extensive trading networks might well have given
rise to states, declined to follow suit. The deliberate Igbo preference was to
reject the kingship and state-building efforts of their neighbors. They boasted
on occasion that “the Igbo have no kings.” Instead they relied on other in-
stitutions to maintain social cohesion beyond the level of the village: title
societies in which wealthy men received a series of prestigious ranks,
women’s associations, hereditary ritual experts serving as mediators, a
balance of power among kinship groups. It was a “stateless society;” fa-
mously described in Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart, the most widely
read novel to emerge from twentieth-century Africa.
But the Igbo peoples and their neighbors did not live in isolated, self-
contained societies. They traded actively among themselves and with more
distant peoples, such as the large African kingdom of Songhay (sahn-
GEYE) far to the north. Cotton cloth, fish, copper and iron goods, deco-
rative objects, and more drew neighboring peoples into networks of ex-
change. Common artistic traditions reflected a measure of cultural unity in
a politically fragmented region, and all of these peoples seem to have changed
from a matrilineal to a patrilineal system of tracing their descent. Little of this
registered in the larger civilizations of the Afro-Eurasian world, but to the peoples
of the West African forest during the fifteenth century, these processes were
central to their history and their daily lives. Soon, however, all of them would be
caught up in the transatlantic slave trade and would be changed substantially in the
process.

Across the Atlantic in what is now central New York State, other agricultural vil-
lage societies were also in the process of substantial change during the several centu-
ries preceding their incorporation into European trading networks and empires. The
Iroquois-speaking peoples of that region had only recently become fully agricultural,
adopting maize- and bean-farming techniques that had originated centuries earlier in
Mesoamerica. As this productive agriculture took hold by 1300 ot so, the population
grew, the size of settlements increased, and distinct peoples emerged. Frequent war-
fare also erupted among them. Some scholars have speculated that as agriculture, largely
seen as women'’s work, became the primary economic activity, “warfare replaced suc-
cessfill food getting as the avenue to male prestige.”?

Whatever caused it, this increased level of conflict among Iroquois peoples trig-
gered a remarkable political innovation around the fifteenth century: a loose alliance
or confederation among five Iroquois-speaking peoples—the Mohawk, Oneida, On-
ondaga, Cayuga, and Seneca. Based on an agreement known as the Great Law of Peace
(see Map 12.5, p. 581), the Five Nations, as they called themselves, agreed to settle their
differences peacefully through a confederation council of clan leaders, some fifty of
them altogether, who had the authority to adjudicate disputes and set reparation pay~
ments. Operating by consensus, the Iroquois League of Five Nations effectively sup-
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prESSed the blood feuds and tribal conflicts that had only recently been so widespread.
[t also coordinated their peoples’ relationship with outsiders, including the Europeans,
who arrived in growing numbers in the centuries after 1500.

The Iroquois League gave expression to values of limited government, social
equality, and personal freedom, concepts that some European colonists found highly
sttractive. One British colonial administrator declared in 1749 that the Iroquois had
«guch absolute Notions of Liberty that they allow no Kind of Superiority of one over
another, and banish all Servitude from their Territories”> Such equality extended to
gender relationships, for among the Iroquois, descent was matrilineal (reckoned through
the woman’s line), married couples lived with the wife’s family, and women controlled
agriculture and property. While men were hunters, warriors, and the primary politi-
cal officeholders, women selected and could depose those leaders.

Wherever they lived in 1500, over the next several centuries independent agri-
cultural peoples such as the Iroquois and Igbo were increasingly encompassed in ex-
panding economic networks and conquest empires based in Western Europe, Russia,
China, or India. In this respect, they replicated the experience of many other village-
based farming communities that had much eatlier found themselves forcibly included
in the powerful embrace of Egyptian, Mesopotamian, Roman, Indian, Chinese, and

other civilizations.

Pastoral Peoples: Central Asia and West Africa

Nomadic pastoral peoples had long impinged more directly and dramatically on M Significance
civilizations than did hunting and gathering or agricultural village societies. The =~ What role did Central
Mongol incursion, along with the enormous empire to which it gave rise, was one Asian and West African
in a long series of challenges from the steppes, but it was not quite the last. As the f::;gi?ﬁi%g;ﬁ:;the"
Mongol Empire disintegrated, a brief attempt to restore it occurred in the late four-
teenth and early fifteenth centuries under the leadership of a Turkic warrior named
Timur, born in what is now Uzbekistan and known in the West as Tamerlane (see
Map 12.1, p. 567).
With a ferocity that matched or exceeded that of his model, Chinggis Khan,
Timur’s army of nomads brought immense devastation yet again to Russia, Persia, and
India. Timur himself died in 1405, while preparing for an invasion of China. Con-
flicts among his successors prevented any lasting empire, although his descendants re-
tained control of the area between Persia and Afghanistan for the rest of the fifteenth
century. That state hosted a sophisticated elite culture, combining Turkic and Persian
elements, particularly at its splendid capital of Samarkand, as its rulers patronized art-
ists, poets, traders, and craftsmen. Timur’s conquest proved to be the last great mili-
tary success of nomadic peoples from Central Asia. In the centuries that followed, their
homelands were swallowed up in the expanding Russian and Chinese empires, as the
balance of power between steppe nomads of inner Eurasia and the civilizations of outer

Eurasia turned decisively in favor of the latter.
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M Description

How would you define the
major achievements of
Ming dynasty China?

In Africa, pastoral peoples stayed independent of established empires several cen-
turies longer than the nomads of Inner Asia, for not until the late nineteenth century
were they incorporated into European colonial states. The experience of the Fulbe,
West Africa’s largest pastoral society, provides an example of an African herding
people with a highly significant role in the fifteenth century and beyond. From their
homeland in the western fringe of the Sahara along the upper Senegal River, the
Fulbe had migrated gradually eastward in the centuries after 1000 C.E. (see Map 12.3,
p- 574). Unlike the pastoral peoples of Inner Asia, they generally lived in small com-
munities among agricultural peoples and paid various grazing fees and taxes for the
privilege of pasturing their cattle. Relations with their farming hosts often were tense
because the Fulbe resented their subordination to agricultural peoples, whose way of
life they despised. That sense of cultural superiority became even more pronounced
as the Fulbe, in the course of their eastward movement, slowly adopted Islam. Some
of them in fact dropped out of a pastoral life and settled in towns, where they became
highly respected religious leaders. In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the
Fulbe were at the center of a wave of religiously based uprisings, or jihads, which
greatly expanded the practice of Islam and gave rise to a series of new states, ruled by

the Fulbe themselves.

Civilizations of the Fifteenth Century:
Comparing China and Europe

Beyond the foraging, farming, and pastoral societies of the fifteenth-century world
were its civilizations, those city-centered and state-based societies that were far larger
and more densely populated, more powerful and innovative, and much more unequal
in terms of class and gender than other forms of human community. Since the First
Civilizations had emerged between 3500 and 1000 B.C.E., both the geographic space
they encompassed and the number of people they embraced had grown substan-
tially. By the fifteenth century, a considerable majority of the world’s population
lived within one or another of these civilizations, although most of these people no
doubt identified more with local communities than with a larger civilization. What
might an imaginary global traveler notice about the world’s major civilizations in the
fifteenth century? ' '

Ming Dynasty China

Such a traveler might well begin his or her journey in China, heir to a long tradition
of effective governance, Confucian and Daoist philosophy, 2 major Buddhist pres-
ence, sophisticated artistic achievements, and a highly productive economy. That civi-
lization, however, had been greatly disrupted by a century of Mongol rule, and its
population had been sharply reduced by the plague. During the Ming dynasty (1368~
1644), however, China recovered (see Map 12.1). The eatly decades of that dynasty
witnessed an effort to eliminate all signs of foreign rule, discouraging the use of Moz~

——
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Map 12,2 Asia in the Fifteenth Century
The fifteenth century in Asia witnessed the massive Ming dynasty voyages into the Indian Ocean, the last
major eruption of nomadic power in Timur's empire, and the flourishing of the maritime city of Malacca.

gol names and dress, while promoting Confucian learning and orthodox gender roles,
based on earlier models from the Han, Tang, and Song dynasties. Emperor Yongle
(YAHNG-leh) (r. 1402—1422) sponsored an enormous Encyclopedia of some 11,000
volumes. With contributions from more than 2,000 scholars, this work sought to sum-
marize or compile all previous writing on history, geography, philosophy, ethics, gov-
ernment, and more. Yongle also relocated the capital to Bejjing, ordered the building
of a magnificent imperial residence known as the Forbidden City, and constructed
the Temple of Heaven, where subsequent rulers performed Confucian-based rituals to
ensure the well-being of Chinese society. Two empresses wrote instructions for female
behavior, emphasizing traditional expectations after the disruptions of the previous
century. Culturally speaking, China was looking to its past.

Politically, the Ming dynasty reestablished the civil service examination system
that had been neglected under Mongol rule and went on to create a highly centralized
government. Power was concentrated in the hands of the emperor himself, while a
cadre of eunuchs (castrated men) personally loyal to the emperor exercised great au-
thority, much to the dismay of the official bureaucrats. The state acted vigorously to
repair the damage of the Mongol years by restoring millions of acres to cultivation;
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rebuilding canals, reservoirs, and irrigation
works; and planting, according to some esti-
mates, a billion trees in an effort to reforest
China. As a result, the economy rebounded,
both international and domestic trade flour-
ished, and the population grew. During the
fifteenth century, China had recovered and
was perhaps the best-governed and most pros-
perous of the world’s major civilizations.
China also undertook the largest and most
impressive maritime expeditions the world
had ever seen. Since the eleventh century, Chi-
nese sailors and traders had been a major pres-
ence in the South China Sea and in South-
east Asian port cities, with much of this
activity in private hands. But now, after de-
cades of preparation, an enormous fleet, com-
missioned by Emperor Yongle himself, was
launched in 1405, followed over the next
twenty-eight years by six more such expedi-
tions. On board more than joo ships of the
first voyage was a crew of some 27,000, in-
cluding 180 physicians, hundreds of govern-
ment officials, 5 astrologers, 7 high-ranking or
grand eunuchs, carpenters, tailors, accoun-

Temple of Heaven ‘ tants, merchants, translators, cooks, and thou-
Set in a forest of more than 650 acres, the Temple of Heaven was constructed sands of soldiers and sailors. Visiting many

in the early fifteenth century. In Chinese thinking it was the primary place where ) . . 8
Heaven and Earth met. from his residence in the Forbidden City, the Chinese ports in Southeast Asia, Indonesia, India, Ara-
emperor led a procession of thousands twice a year to this sacred site, where he  bia, and East Africa, these fleets, captained by

offered gacr‘iﬁces, implorecj the gods foragpod harvest, and performed the rituals  the Muslim eunuch Zheng He (JUHNG-
that maintained the cosmic balance. (imagirechina for AP Images) huh), sought to enroll distant peoples an d
states in the Chinese tribute system (see Map 12.1). Dozens of rulers accompanied
the fleets back to China, where they presented tribute, performed the required rituals
of submission, and received in return abundant gifts, titles, and trading opportunities.
Chinese officials were amused by some of the exotic products to be found abroad—
ostriches, zebras, and giraffes, for example. Officially described as “bringing order to
the world,” Zheng He’s expeditions served to establish Chinese power and prestige in
the Indian Ocean and to exert Chinese control over foreign trade in the region. The
Chinese, however, did not seek to conquer new territories, establish Chinese settle-
ments, or spread their culture, though they did intervene in a number of local disputes-
(See Portrait of Zheng He, pp. $72—73.)
The most surprising feature of these voyages was how abruptly and deliberately
they were ended. After 1433, Chinese authorities simply stopped such expeditions and




o y -
SR R e o S

allowed this enormous and expensive fleet to deteriorate in port.“In less than a hun-
dred years,” wrote a recent historian of these voyages, “the greatest navy the world
had ever known had ordered itself into extinction”* Part of the reason involved the
death of the emperor Yongle, who had been the chief patron of the enterprise. Many
high-ranking officials had long seen the expeditions as a waste of resources because
China, they believed, was the self-sufficient “middle kingdom,” requiring little from
the outside world. In their eyes, the real danger to China came from the north, where
nomadic barbarians constantly threatened. Finally, they viewed the voyages as the proj-
ect of the court eunuchs, whom these officials despised. Even as these voices of Chi-
nese officialdom prevailed, private Chinese merchants and craftsmen continued to
settle and trade in Japan, the Philippines, Taiwan, and Southeast Asia, but they did so
without the support of their government. The Chinese state quite deliberately turned
its back on what was surely within its reach—a large-scale maritime empire in the

Indian Ocean basin.

European Comparisons: State Building and Cultural Renewal

At the other end of the Eurasian continent, similar processes of demographic recov-

. ery, political consolidation, cultural flowering, and overseas expansion were under way.

Western Europe, having escaped Mongol conquest but devastated by the plague, be-
gan to regrow its population during the second half of the fifteenth century. As in
China, the infrastructure of civilization proved a durable foundation for demographic

and economic revival.
Politically too Europe joined China in continuing earlier patterns of state build-

ing. In China, however, this meant a unitary and centralized government that en-
compassed almost the whole of its civilization, while in Europe a decidedly frag-
mented system of many separate, independent, and highly competitive states made
for a sharply divided Christendom (see Map 12.2). Many of these states— Spain,
Portugal, France, England, the city-states of Italy (Milan,Venice, and Florence), vari-
ous German principalities—Iearned to tax their citizens more efficiently, to create
more effective administrative structures, and to raise standing armies. A small R ussian
state centered on the city of Moscow also emerged in the fifteenth century as Mongol
rule faded away. Much of this state building was driven by the needs of war, a frequent
occurrence in such a fragmented and competitive political environment. England and
France, for example, fought intermittently for more than a century in the Hundred
Years’ War (1337-1453) over rival claims to territory in France. Nothing remotely
similar disturbed the internal life of Ming dynasty China.

A renewed cultural blossoming, known in European history as the Renaissance,
likewise paralleled the revival of all things Confucian in Ming dynasty China. In Eu-
rope, however, that blossoming celebrated and reclaimed a classical Greco-Roman
tradition that earlier had been lost or obscured. Beginning in the vibrant commercial
cities of Italy between rdughly 1350 and 1500, the Renaissance reflected the belief of
the wealthy male elite that they were living in a wholly new era, far removed from
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I Comparison

What political and cultural
differences stand out in
the histories of fifteenth-
century China and Western
Europe? What similarities
are apparent?
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Map12.2 Europein 1500
By the end of the fifteenth
century, Christian Europe had
assumed its early modem
political shape as a system
of competing states threat-
ened by an expanding Muslim
Ottoman Empire.

the confined religious world of feudal Europe. Educated citizens of these cities sought
inspiration in the art and literature of ancient Greece and Rome; they were “return-
ing'to the sources,” as they put it. Their purpose was not so much to reconcile these
works with the ideas of Christianity, as the twelfth- and thirteenth-century univer-
sity scholars had done, but to use them as a cultural standard to imitate and then to
surpass. The elite patronized great Renaissance artists such as Leonardo da Vinci,
Michelangelo, and Raphael, whose paintings and sculptures were far more natural-
istic, particularly in portraying the human body, than those of their medieval coun-
terparts. Some of these artists looked to the Islamic world for standards of excellence,
sophistication, and abundance. (See Visual Sources, pp. 600—09, for the role of Islam
in the European Renaissance.)

Although religious themes remained prominent, R enaissance artists now included
portraits and busts of well-known contemporary figures, scenes from ancient 1y~
thology, and depictions of Islamic splendor. In the work of scholars, known as human~
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e Waldseemiilter Map of 1507

+t fifteen years after Columbus landed in the Western Hemisphere, this map, which was created by the
srman cartographer Martin Waldseemdller, reflected a dawning European awareness of the planet’s
»bal dimensions and location of the world’s major landmasses. {bpk, Berlin/Staatshibliothek zu Berin,
ftung Preussischer Kulturbesitz, Berlin, Germany/Ruth Schacht, Map Division/Art Resource, NY)

s, reflections on secular topics such as grammar, history, politics, poetry, rhetoric,
1d ethics complemented more religious matters. For example, Niccold Machiavelli’s
469—1527) famous work The Prince was a prescription for political success based
1 the way politics actually operated in a highly competitive Italy of rival city-states
ther than on idealistic and religiously based principles. To the question of whether
prince should be feared or loved, Machiavelli replied:

One ought to be both feared and loved, but as it is difficult for the two to go
together, it is much safer to be feared than loved. ... For it may be said of men
in general that they are ungrateful, voluble, dissemblers, anxious to avoid danger,
and covetous of gain. . . . Fear is maintained by dread of punishment which never
fuils. ... In the actions of men, and especially of princes, from which there is no

appeal, the end justifies the means.’

While the great majority of Renaissance writers and artists were men, among
e remarkable exceptions to that rule was Christine de Pizan (1363—1430), the daugh-
r of a Venetian official, who lived meostly in Paris. Her writings pushed against the
isogyny of so many European thinkers of the time. In her City of Ladies, she mobi-
-ed numerous women from history, Christian and pagan alike, to demonstrate that
omen too could be active members of society and deserved an education equal to
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Zheng He, Chlna S
Non Chmese Admlral

| 'i; his male sex. organs, becormng a

. ‘eunuch as’ he’ underwcnt castration.
The practice had a long history in

) 'Chma as well as in Chnsuan and

¢ Islamic. civilizations; Dunng the 2

i years of the Mirig dynasty. (1368-—

. 1644), some T million eunuchs served

- ‘the Chmese emperor and members

- of the-elite. A small rutfiber became

. powerfill officials; especially at the

- central imperial cort, ‘where their
utter dependence upon and loyalty

¢ to the emperor gamed them the

endurmg hOStlhtY of the scholar-

" bureaucrats of Chmas ¢ivil service.

: Strangely enough substantial num-

" bers of Chinese men voluntarily

altered the trajectory of his life. TR T s PN became eunuchs, trading their man-

- Zheng He’s birth, as it happened, Amor@g the acqmsr;tmns--quheng H:” hood. for the possibility of achieving

coincided with the end of Mongol exgieditions, none excited more interest in the power, prestige, and wealth.
T Chinese court than an African ;girqﬁé. (The » Presige,

rule. His own fattier Was ki]l'ed resist- Philadelphia Muséum of Art/ Art Resource, NY) After his Castratlon, pure chance
ing the forces of the new Ming shaped Zheng Hes life as he was as-
dynasty that ousted the Mongols from Yunnan in 1382. signed to Zhu Di, the fourth son of the reigning emperor,
Eleven-year-old Zheng He was taken prisoner along with  who was then establishing himself in northern Chinese
hundreds of Mongols and their Muslir’ supporters. But region around Beijing. Zheng He soon won the confidence
young Zheng He lost more than his freedom; he also lost  of his.master and eventually the almost seven-foot-tall

At the he]_m of Chmas mass1ve
inaritiine expedmons m the - R
early ﬂfteenth century was 2 Host
unusual person named Zheng He
Born in 1371 in the frontrer regxon

of Yunnan in southwestern China,

his famlly roots Were in, Central Asia ]
in what is now Uzbeklstan Both his ;
father and grandfather were devout |
Muslims who had made the pﬂgrlm—j
age to Mecca The famﬂy had also @
achieved Iocal prommence as high
officials serving the: Mongol rulers

of China for a century. Zheng He
would surely have contmued it this
tradition had not 2 major turning
point in China’s history decisively -

that of men. Aiding in the construction of this allegorical city is Lady Reason who
offers to assist Christine in dispelling her poor opinion of her own sex. “No matter
which way I looked at it,” she wrote, “I could find no evidence from my own €Xpe-
rience to bear out such a negative view of female nature and habits. Even so . . .]
could scarcely find a moral work by any author which didn’ devote some chapter or
paragraph to attacking the female sex.”’

Heavily influenced by classical models, Renaissance figures were more inter-
ested in capturing the unique qualities of particular individuals and in describing
the world as it was than in portraying or exploring eternal religious truths. In its
focus on the affairs of this world, R enaissance culture reflected the urban bustle and
commercial preoccupations of Italian cities. Its secular elements challenged the other-
worldliness of Christian culture, and its individualism signaled the dawning of a more
capitalist economy of private entrepreneurs. A new Europe was in the making, oné
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. eunuch proved himself an effective military leader in vari-
. ous skirmishes against the Mongols and in the civil war
[ hat brought Zhu Di to power as the Emperor Yongle in
1402.With his muaster as emperor, Zheng. He served first as
E  (Grand Director of Palace Servants. Now he could don the
prestigious red robe, rather than the blue one assigned to
jower-ranking eunuchs. But soon Zheng He found him-
self with a far more ambitious assignment— commander
of China’s huge oceangoing fleet.

The seven voyages that Zheng He led between 1405 and
1433 have defined his role in Chinese and world history. But
they also revealed something of the man himself. Clearly he
was not an explorer in the mold of Columbus, for he sailed
in well-traveled waters and usually knew where he was go-
ing. While his journeys were largely peaceful with no effort
to establish colonies or control trade, on several occasions
Zheng He used foxce to suppress piracy or to punish those
who resisted Chinese overtures. Once he personally led
2,000 Chinese soldiers against a hostile ruler in the interior
of Ceylon. He also had a keen eye for the kind of exotica
that the imperial court found fascinating, returning to
China with ostriches, zebras, lions, elephants, and a giraffe.

The voyages also disclose Zheng He’s changing reli-
gious commitments. Born and raised a Muslim, he had not
lived in a primarily Islamic setting since his capture at the
age of eleven. Thus, it is hardly surprising that he adopted

573

the more eclectic posture toward religion common in
China. During his third voyage in Ceylon, he erected
a trilingual tablet recording lavish gifts and praise to
the Buddha, to Allah, and to a local form of the Hindu
deity Vishnu. He also apparently expressed some interest
in a famous relic said to be a tooth of the Buddha. And
Zheng He credited the success of his journeys to the
Taoist goddess Tianfei, protector of sailors and seafarers.
To Zheng He the voyages surely represented the es-
sential meaning of his own life. In an inscription erected
just prior to his last voyage, Zheng He summarized his

_achievements: “When we arrived at the foreign countries,

barbarian kings who resisted transformation [by Chinese
civilization] and were not respectful we captured alive, and
bandit soldiers who looted and plundered recklessly we
exterminated. Because of this, the sea routes became pure
and peaceful and the foreign peoples could rely upon
them and pursue their occupations in safety.” But after

his death, Zheng He vanished from the historical record,
even as his country largely withdrew from the sea and
most Chinese forgot about the unusual man who had led

those remarkable voyages.

Questions: How might you describe the arc of Zheng He’s
life? What were its major turning points? How did Zheng He's

" castration shape his life?

more different from its own recent past than Ming dynasty China was from its pre-

Mongol glory.

European Comparisons: Maritime Voyaging

H Comparison

A global traveler during the fifteenth century might be surprised to find that Euro-
peans, like the Chinese, were also launching outward-bound maritime expeditions.
Initiated in 1415 by the small country of Portugal, those voyages sailed ever farther
down the west coast of Africa, supported by the state and blessed by the pope (see
Map 12.3). As the century ended, two expeditions marked major breakthroughs, al-
though few suspected it at the time. In 1492, Christopher Columbus, funded by
Spain, Portugal’s neighbor and rival, made his way west across the Atlantic hoping to
arrive in the East and, in one of history’s most consequential mistakes, ran into the

In what ways did Euro-
pean maritime voyaging
in the fifteenth century
differ from that of China?
What accounts for these
differences?
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<= Portuguese voyages of exploration
<= Chinese maritime voyages to Bast Africa
4= Movement of Fulbe people
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Map 12.3 Africa in the Fifteenth Century

By the 1400s, Africa was a virtual museum of political and cultural diversity, encompassing targe empires,
such as Songhay; smaller kingdoms, such as Kongo; city-states among the Yoruba, Hausa, and Swahiti peoples:
vilage-based societies without states at al, as among the lgbo; and nomadic pastoral peoples, such as the
Fulbe. Both European and Chinese maritime expeditions touched on Africa during that century, even as Islam
continued to find acceptance in the northern half of the continent.

Americas. Five years later, in 1497, Vasco da Gama launched a voyage that took him
around the tip of South Africa, along the East African coast, and, with the help of 2
Muslim pilot, across the Indian Ocean to Calicut in southern India.

The differences between the Chinese and Furopean oceangoing ventures Wer
striking, most notably perhaps in terms of size. Columbus captained three ships and
a crew of about 90, while da Gama had four ships, manned by perhaps 170 sailors-
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These were rminuscule fleets compared to Zheng He’s hundreds of ships and a crew in
the many thousands. “All the ships of Columbus and da Gama combined,” accord-
ing to a recent account, “could have been stored on a single deck of a single vessel in
the feet that set sail under Zheng He”®

Motivation as well as size differentiated the two ventures. Europeans were seeking
the wealth of Africa and Asia-——gold, spices, silk, and more. They also were in search
of Christian converts and of possible Christian allies with whom to continue their
long crusading struggle against threatening Muslim powers. China, by contrast, faced
no equivalent power, needed no military allies in the Indian Ocean basin, and required
Jittle that these regions produced. Nor did China possess an impulse to convert for-
eigners to Chinese culture or religion as the Europeans surely did. Furthermore, the
confident and overwhelmingly powerful Chinese fleet sought neither conquests nor
colonies, while the Europeans soon tried to monopolize by force the commerce of the
Indian Ocean and violently carved out huge empires in the Americas.

The most striking difference in these two cases lay in the sharp contrast between
China’s decisive ending of its voyages and the continuing, indeed escalating, Euro-
pean effort, which soon brought the world’s oceans and growing numbers of the
world’s people under its control. This is why Zheng He’s voyages were so long ne-
glected in China’s historical memory. They led nowhere, whereas the initial European
expeditions, so much smaller and less promising, were but the first steps on a journey
to world power. But why did the Europeans continue a process that the Chinese had
deliberately abandoned?

In the first place, Europe had no unified political authority with the power to
order an end to its maritime outreach. Its system of competing states, so unlike China’s
single unified empire, ensured that once begun, rivalry alone would drive the Euro-
peans to the ends of the earth. Beyond this, much of Europe’s elite had an interest in
overseas expansion. Its budding merchant communities saw opportunity for profit;
its competing monarchs eyed the revenue from taxing overseas trade or from seizing
overseas resources; the Church foresaw the possibility of widespread conversion; im-
poverished nobles might imagine fame and fortune abroad. In China, by contrast, sup-
port for Zheng He’s voyages was very shallow in official circles, and when the em-
perorYongle passed from the scene, those opposed to the voyages prevailed within the
politics of the court.

Binally, the Chinese were very much aware of their own antiquity, believed strongly
in the absolute superiority of their culture, and felt with good reason that, should
they desire something from abroad, others would bring it to them. Europeans too be-
lieved themselves unique, particularly in religious terms as the possessors of Chris-
tianity, the “one true religion”” In material terms, though, they were seeking out the
greater riches of the Bast, and they were highly conscious that Muslim power blocked
easy access to these treasures and posed a military and religious threat to Europe itself.
All of this propelled continuing European expansion in the centuries that followed.

The Chinese withdrawal from the Indian Ocean actually facilitated the Euro-
pean entry. It cleared the way for the Portuguese to penetrate the region, where they

575
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M Comparison

What differences can
you identify among the
four major empires in
the Istamic world of the
fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries?

faced only the eventual naval power of the Ottomans. Had Vasco da Gama encoun-
tered Zheng He’s massive fleet as his four small ships sailed into Asian waters in 1498,
world history may well have taken quite a different turn. As it was, however, China’
abandonment of oceanic voyaging and Europe’s embrace of the seas marked different
responses to a common problem that both civilizations shared— growing popula-
tions and land shortage. In the centuries that followed, China’s rice-based agricul-
ture was able to expand production internally by more intensive use of the land, while
the country’s territorial expansion was inland toward Central Asia. By contrast, Eu-
rope’s agriculture, based on wheat and livestock, expanded primarily by acquiring new
lands in overseas possessions, which were gained as a consequence of a commitment -
to oceanic expansion.

Civilizations of the Fifteenth
Century: The Islamic World

Beyond the domains of Chinese and European civilization, our fifteenth-century
global traveler would surely have been impressed with the transformations of the
Islamic world. Stretching across much of Afro-Eurasia, the enormous realm of Islam
experienced a set of remarkable changes during the fifteenth and early sixteenth
centuries, as well as the continuation of earlier patterns. The most notable change
lay in the political realm, for an Islamic civilization that had been severely frag-
mented since at least goo now crystallized into four major states or empires (see
Map 12.4). At the same time, a Jong-term process of conversion to Islam continued
the cultural transformation of Afro-Eurasian societies both within and beyond these

new states.

In the Islamic Heartland: The Ottoman and Safavid Empires

The most impressive and enduring of the new Islamic states was the Ottoman Em-~
pire, which lasted in one form or another from the fourteenth to the eatly twentieth
century. It was the creation of one of the many Turkic warrior groups that had ear-
lier migrated into Anatolia. By the mid-fifteenth century, these Ottoman Turks had
already carved out a state that encompassed much of the Anatolian peninsula and had
pushed deep into southeastern Europe (the Balkans), acquiring in the process a sub-
stantial Christian population. In the two centuries that followed, the Ottoman Empire
extended its control to much of the Middle East, coastal North Africa, the lands sur-
rounding the Black Sea, and even farther into Eastern Europe.

The Ottoman Empire was a state of enormous significance in the world of the
fifteenth century and beyond. In its huge territory, long duration, incorporation of
many diverse peoples, and economic and cultural sophistication, it was one of the
great empires of world history. In the fifteenth century, only Ming dynasty China
and the Incas matched it in terms of wealth, power, and splendor. The empire rep-
resented the emergence of the Turks as the dominant people of the Islamic world,
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\ling now over many Arabs, who had initiated this new faith more than 800 yeats
efore. In adding “caliph” (successor to the Prophet) to their other titles, Ottoman
ltans claimed the legacy of the earlier Abbasid Empire. They sought to bring a re-
ewed unity to the Islamic world, while also serving as protector of the faith, the
strong sword of Islam.” ‘

The Ottoman Empire also represented a new phase in the long encounter be-
veen Christendom and the world of Islam. In the Crusades, Europeans had taken
le aggressive initiative in that encounter, but the rise of the Ottoman Empire reversed
eir roles. The seizure of Constantinople in 1453 marked the final demise of Christian
yzantium and allowed Ottoman rulers to see themselves as successors to the Roman
mpire. In 1529, a rapidly expanding Ottoman Empire laid siege to Vienna in the
sart of Central Europe. The political and military expansion of Islam, at the expense
f Christendom, seemed clearly under way. Many Europeans spoke fearfully of the
error of the Turk.”

In the neighboring Persian lands to the east of the Ottoman Empire, another Is-
mic state was also taking shape in the late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries—the

Map12.4 Empires of

the Istamic World

The most prominent political
features of the vast Islamic
world in the fifteenth and
sixteenth centuries were four
large states: the Songhay,
Qttoman, Safavid, and
Mughal empires.
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Ottoman Janissaries
Originating in the fourteenth century, the janissaries became the elite infan-
try force of the Ottoman Empire. Complete with uniforms, cash salaries, and
marching music, they were the first standing army in the region since the
days of the Roman Empire. When gunpowder technology became available,
Janissary forces soon were armed with muskets, grenades, and hand-held
cannon. This image dates from the seventeenth century. (Austrian National
Library, picture archive, Vienna: Cod. 8626, fol. 151)

Safavid (SAH-fah-vihd) Empire. Its leadership
was also Turkic, but in this case it had emerged
from a Sufi religious order founded several centu-
ries earlier by Safi al-Din (1252—1334). The long-
term significance of the Safavid Empire, which
was established in the decade following 1500, was
its decision to forcibly impose a Shia version of
Islam as the official religion of the state. Over time,
this form of Islam gained popular support and
came to define the unique identity of Persian
(Iranian) culture.

This Shia empire also introduced a sharp di-
vide into the political and religious life of heart-
land Islam, for almost all of Persia’s neighbors
practiced a Sunni form of the faith. For a century
(1534—1639), periodic military conflict erupted
between the Ottoman and Safavid empires, re-
flecting both territorial rivalry and sharp religious
differences. In 1514, the Ottoman sultan wrote to
the Safavid ruler in the most bitter of terms:

You have denied the sanctity of divine
law . .. you have deserted the path of salva-
tion and the sacred commandments . . .you
have opened to Muslims the gates of tyr-
anny and oppression ...you have raised
the standard of irreligion and heresy ...
[Therefore] the ulama and our doctors have
pronounced a sentence of death against you,

petjurer and blasphemer.’

This Sunni/Shia hostility has coritinued to divide
the Islamic world into the twenty-first century.

On the Frontiers of Islam: The Songhay and Mughal Empires

While the Ottoman and Safavid empires brought both a new political unity and 2
sharp division to the heartland of Tslam, two other states performed a similar role on
the expanding African and Asian frontiers of the faith. In the West African savannas,
the Songhay Empire rose in the second half of the fifteenth century. It was the most
recent and the largest in a series of impressive states that operated at a crucial inter-
section of the trans-Saharan trade routes and that derived much of their revenue from
taxing that commerce. Islam was a growing faith in Songhay but was limited largely
to urban elites. This cultural divide within Songhay largely accounts for the religious
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behavior of its fifteenth-century monarch Sonni Ali (r. 1465-1492), who gavé alms and
fasted during Ramadan in proper Islamic style but also enjoyed a reputation as a ma-

ician and possessed a charm thought to render his soldiers invisible to their enemies.
Nonetheless, Songhay had become a major center of Islamic learning and commerce
by the early sixteenth century. A North African traveler known as Leo Africanus re-
marked on the city of Timbuktu:

Here are great numbers of [Muslim] religious teachers, judges, scholars, and other
learned persons who are bountifully maintained at the king’s expense. Here too are
brought various manuscripts or written books from Barbary [North Africa] which
are sold for more money than any other merchandise. . . . Here are very rich mer-
chants and to here journey continually large numbers of negroes who purchase
here cloth from Barbary and Europe. . .. It is 2 wonder to see the quality of mer-
chandise that is daily brought here and how costly and sumptuous everything is. '

" Sonni Ali’s successor made the pilgrimage to Mecca and asked to be given the title
“Caliph of the Land of the Blacks.” Songhay then represented a substantial Islamic
state on the African frontier of a still-expanding Muslim world. (See the photo on
p. 337 for manuscripts long preserved in Timbuktu.)

The Mughal (MOO-guhl) Empire in India bore similarities to Songhay, for both
governed largely non-Muslim populations. Much as the Ottoman Empire initiated
a new phase in the interaction of Islam and Christendom, so too did the Mughal
- Empire continue an ongoing encountet between Islamic and Hindu civilizations. Es-
tablished in the early sixteenth century, the Mughal Empire was the creation of yet
another Islamized Turkic group, which invaded India in 1526. Over the next century,
the Mughals {a Persian term for Mongols) established unified control over most of
the Indian peninsula, giving it a rare period of political unity and laying the founda-
tion for subsequent British cclonial rule. During its first 150 years, the Mughal Em-
pire, a land of great wealth and imperial splendor, undertook a remarkable effort to
blend many Hindu groups and a variety of Muslims into an effective partnership. The
inclusive policies of the early Mughal emperors showed that Muslim rulers could
accommodate their overwhelmingly Hindu subjects in somewhat the same fashion
as Ottoman authorities provided religious autonomy for their Christian peoples. In
southernmost India, however, the distinctly Hindu kingdom of Vijayanagara flour-
ished in the fifteenth century, even as it borrowed architectural styles from the Mus-
lim states of northern India and sometimes employed Muslim mercenaries in its
military forces.

Together these four Muslim empires— Ottoman, Safavid, Songhay, and Mughal —
brought to the Islamic world a greater measure of political coherence, military power,
economic prosperity, and cultural brilliance than it had known since the early centu-
ries of Islam. This new energy, sometimes called a “second flowering of Islam,” im-
pelled the continuing spread of the faith to yet new regions. The most prominent of
these was oceanic Southeast Asia, which for centuries had been intimately bound up
in the world of Indian Ocean commerce, while borrowing elements of both Hindu
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SUMMING UP SO FAR traditions, while the city itself, like many port towns, had a reputation for

H Comparison
What distinguished the
Aztec and Inca empires
from each other?

and Buddhist traditions. By the fifteenth century, that trading network was largely if§
Muslim hands, and the demand for Southeast Asian spices was mounting as the Euy?
asian world recovered from the devastation of Mongol conquest and the plague. Grow
ing numbers of Muslim traders, many of them from India, settled in Java and Suma
tra, bringing their faith with them. Eager to attract those traders to their port cities
a number of Hindu or Buddhist rulers along the Malay Peninsula and in Indones;
converted to Islam, while transforming themselves into Muslim sultans and imposing
Islamic law. Thus, unlike the Middle East and India, where Islam was established in the
wake of Arab or Turkic conquest, in Southeast Asia, as in West Africa, it was intro-
duced by traveling merchants and solidified through the activities of Sufi holy men

The rise of Malacca, strategically located on the waterway between Sumatra and
Malaya, was a sign of the times (see Map 12.1, p. §67), During the fifteenth century, i
was transformed from a small fishing village to a major Muslim port city. A Portuguese
visitor in 1512 observed that Malacca had “no equal in the world. ... Commerce
between different nations for a thousand leagues on every hand must come to Ma=
lacca?*!! Thit city also became a springboard for the spread of Islam throughout the
region. In the eclectic style of Southeast Asian religious history, the Islam
of Malacca demonstrated much blending with local and Hindu/Buddhis

“rough behavior”” An Arab Muslim pilot in the 1480s conunented critically.
“They have no culture at all. . . . You do not know whether they are Muslin
or not.”*? Nonetheless, Malacea, like Timbuktu on the West African fron-
tier of an expanding lslamic world, became a center for Islamic learning
and students from elsewhere in Southeast Asia were studying there in the
fifteenth century. As the miore central regions of Islam were consolidating
politically, the frontier of the faith continued to move steadily outward.

Civilizations of the Fifteenth Century: The Americas

Across the Atlantic, centers of civilization had long flourished in Mesoamerica and in
the Andes. The fifteenth century witnessed new, larger, and more politically unified .
expressions of those civilizations, embodied in the Aztec and Inca empires. Both |
were the work of previously marginal peoples who had forcibly taken over and ab-
sorbed older cultures, giving them: new energy, and both were decimated in the six-
teenth century at the hands of Spanish conquistadores and their diseases. To conclude -
this global tour of world civilizations, we will send our weary traveler to the Western '
Hemisphere for a brief look. at these American civilizations (see Map 12.5).

The Aztec Empire

The empire known to history as the Aztec state was largely the work of the Mexica
(Mch-SHEEH-kah) people, a semi-nomadic group from northern Mexico who had
migrated southward and by 1325 had cstablished themselves on 2 small island in Lake
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Map 12.5 The Americas in the Fifteenth Century
The Americas before Columbus represented a world almost completely separate from Afro-Eurasia. It featured
similar kinds of sacieties, though with a different balance amang them, but it completely lacked the pastoral

economies that were so important in the Eastern Hemisphere,



Aztec Women

Within the home, Aztec
women cooked, cleaned,
spun and wove cloth, raised
their children, and undertook
ritual activities. Qutside the
home, they served as officials
in palaces, priestesses in
temples, traders in markets,
teachers in schools, and
members of craft workers’
organizations. This domes-
tic image comes from the
sixteenth-century Florentine
Codex, which was compiled
by the Spanish but illustrated
by Aztec artists. (The Art Archive
at Art Resource, NY)

Texcoco. Over the next century, the Mexica d
veloped their military capacity, served as me
cenaries for more powerful people, negotiate
elite marriage alliances with them, and built ug
their own capital city of Tenochtitlin. In 1428
a Triple Alliance between the Mexica and two
other nearby city-states launched a highly agores-
sive program of military conquest, which in less
than 100 years brought more of Mesoamerica
within a single political framework than ever b
fore. Aztec authorities, eager to shed their rather
undistinguished past, now claimed descent fromi
earlier Mesoamerican peoples such as the Toltecs
and Teotihuacin. '

‘With a core population recently estimated at
5 to 6 million people, the Aztec Empire was 2
loosely structured and unstable conquest staté
that witnessed frequent rebellions by its subject
peoples. Conquered peoples and cities were re-
quired to regularly deliver to their Aztec rulers
impressive quantities of textiles and clothing,
military supplies, jewelry and other luxuries, various foodstuffs, animal products, .
building materials, rubber balls, paper, and more. The process was overseen by local -
imperial tribute collectors, who sent the required goods on to Tenochtitlin, a me-
tropolis of 150,000 to 200,000 people, where they were meticulously recorded.

That city featured numerous canals, dikes, causeways, and bridges. A central walled
area of palaces and temples included a pyramid almost 200 feet high. Surrounding the
city were “floating gardens,” artificial islands created from swamplands that supported
a highly productive agriculture. Vast marketplaces reflected the commercialization of
the economy. A young Spanish soldier who beheld the city in 1519 described his
reaction:

Gazing on such wonderful sights, we did not know what to say, or whether what
appeared before us was real, for on one side, on the land there were great cities,
and in the lake ever so many more, and the lake was crowded with canoes, and in
the causeway were many bridges at intervals, and in front of us stood the great city
of Mexico.™

Beyond tribute from conquered peoples, ordinary trade, both local and long-
distance, permeated Aztec domains. The extent of empire and rapid population growth
stimulated the development of markets and the production of craft goods, particulatly
in the fifteenth century. Virtually every settlement, from the capital city to the small-
est village, had a marketplace that hummed with activity during weekly market days-
The largest was that of Tlatelolco, near the capital city, which stunned the Spanish with
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its huge size, its good order, and the immense range of goods available. Hernin Cortés,
the Spanish conquistador who defeated the Aztecs, wrote that “every kind of mer-
chandise such as can be met with in every land is for sale there, whether of food and
victuals, or ornaments of gold and silver, or lead, brass, copper, tin, precious stones,
bones, shells, snails and feathers.”'* Professional merchants, known as pochteca, were
legally commoners, but their wealth, often exceeding that of the nobility, allowed them
to rise in society and become “magnates of the land.” (See Document 12.1, pp. 593-96,
for another Spanish view of the Aztec realm.)

Among the “goods” that the pochteca obtained were slaves, many of whom were
destined for sacrifice in the bloody rituals so central to Aztec religious life. Long a
part of Mesoamerican and many other world cultures, human sacrifice assumed an
unusually prominent role in Aztec public life and thought during the fifteenth century.
Tlacaelel (1398—1480), who was for more than half a century a prominent official of
the Aztec Empire, is often credited with crystallizing the ideology of state that gave
human sacrifice such great importance.

In that cyclical understanding of the world, the sun, central to all of life and iden-~
tified with the Aztec patron deity Huitzilopochtli (wee-tsee-loh-pockt-lee), tended
to lose its energy in a constant battle against encroaching darkness. Thus the Aztec
world hovered always on the edge of catastrophe. To replenish its energy and thus post-
pone the descent into endless darkness, the sun required the life-giving force found
in human blood. Because the gods had shed their blood ages ago in creating human-
kind, it was wholly proper for people to offer their own blood to nourish the gods in
the present. The high calling of the Aztec state was to supply this blood, largely through
its wars of expansion and from prisoners of war, who were destined for sacrifice. The
victims were “those who have died for the god.” The growth of the Aztec Empire
therefore became the means for maintaining cosmic order and avoiding utter catastro-
phe.This ideology also shaped the techniques of Aztec warfare, which put a premium
on capturing prisoners rather than on killing the enemy. As the empire grew; priests
and rulers became mutually dependent, and “human sacrifices were carried out in the
service of politics.”!> Massive sacrificial rituals, together with a display of great wealth,
served to impress enemies, allies, and subjects alike with the immense power of the
Aztecs and their gods.

Alongside these sacrificial rituals was a philosophical and poetic tradition of great
beauty, much of which mused on the fragility and brevity of human life. Such an out-
look characterized the work of Nezahualcoyotl (1402—1472), a poet and king of the
city-state of Texcoco, which was part of the Aztec Empire:

Truly do we live on Earth?

Not forever on earth; only a little while here.
Although it be jade, it will be broken,

Although it be gold, it is crushed.

Although it be a quetzal feather, it is.torn asunder.
Not forever on earth; only a little while here,'

M Description

How did Aztec religious
thinking support the
empire?
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M Description

In what ways did Inca
authorities seek to inte-
grate their vast domains?

The Inca Empire

While the Mexica were constructing an empire in Mesoamerica, a relatively small com+ig
munity of Quechua (KEHTCH-wah)-speaking people, known to us as the Inca, was,
building the Western Hemisphere's largest imperial state along the entire spine of the
Andes Mountains. Much as the Aztecs drew on the traditions of the Toltecs and Teo
tihuacin, the Incas incorporated the lands and cultures of earlier Andean civilizations:
the Chavin, Moche, Wari, and Tiwanaku. The Inca Empire, however, was much larger
than the Aztec state; it stretched some 2,500 miles along the Andes and contained per-
haps 10 million subjects. Although the Aztec Empire controlled only part of the Meso--
american cultural region, the Inca state encompassed practically the whole of Andean::
civilization during its short life in the fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries.
Both the Aztec and Inca empires represent rags-to—i'iches stories in which quite
modest and remotely located people very quickly created by military conquest the:
largest states ever witnessed in their respective regions, but the empires themselves .
were quite different. In the Aztec realm, the Mexica rulers largely left their conquered:
people alone, if the required tribute was forthcoming. No elaborate administrative
system arose to integrate the conquered territories or to assimilate their people to Aztec
culture.
The Incas, on the other hand, erected a rather more bureaucratic empire, At the
top reigned the emperor, an absolute ruler regarded as divine, a descendant of the
creator god Viracocha and the son of the sun god Inti. In theory, the state owned all
land and resources, and each of the some eighty provinces in the empire had an Inca
governor. At least in the central regions of the empire, subjects were grouped into
hierarchical units of 10, 50, 100, 500, 1,000, 5,000, and 10,000 people, each headed by
local officials, who were appointed and supervised by an Inca governor or the emperor.
A separate set of “inspectors” provided the imperial center with an independent check
on provincial officials. Births, deaths, marriages, and other population data were care-
fully recorded on quipus, the knotted cords that served as an accounting device. A re-
settlement program moved one-quarter or more of the population to new locations,
in part to disperse conquered and no doubt resentful people. Efforts at cultural inte-
gration required the leaders of conquered peoples to learn Quechua. Their sons were
removed to the capital of Cuzco for instruction in Inca culture and language. Even
now, millions of people from Ecuador to Chile still speak Quechua, and it is the of-
ficial second language of Peru after Spanish.
But the sheer human variety of the Inca’s enormous empire required great flexi-
bility."” In some places Inca rulers encountered bitter resistance; in others local elites
were willing to accommodate Incas and thus benefit from their inclusion in the em-
pire. Where centralized political systems already existed, Inca ovetlords could delegate
control to native authorities. Elsewhere they had to construct an administrative sys-
tem from scratch. Everywhere they sought to incorporate local people into the lower
levels of the administrative hierarchy. While the Incas required their subject peoples to
acknowledge major Inca deities, these peoples were then largely free to carry on their
own religious traditions. The Inca Empire was a fluid system that varied greatly from
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Machu Picchu
Machu Picchu, high in the Andes Mountains, was constructed by the Incas in the 14005 on a spot long held
sacred by local people. Its 200 buildings stand at some 8,000 feet above sea level, making it a “city in the sky.”
It was probably a royal retreat or religious center, rather than serving administrative, commaercial, or military
purpases. The outside world became aware of Machu Picchu only in 1911, when it was discovered by a Yale
University archeologist. {fStop/Superstack)

place to place and over time. It depended as much on the posture of conquered peoples
as on the Inca’s demands and desires.

Like the Aztec Empire, the Inca state represented an especially dense and extended
network of economic relationships within the “American web;” but these relationships
took shape in quite a different fashion. Inca demands on their conquered people were
expressed, not so much in terms of tribute, but as labor service, known as mita, which
was required periodically of every household.'® What people produced at home usu-
ally stayed at home, but almost everyone also had to work for the state. Some labored
on large state farms or on “sun farms,” which supported temples and religious institu-
tions; others herded, mined, served in the military, or toiled on state-directed construc-
tion projects.

Those with particular skills were put to work manufacturing textiles, metal goods,
ceramics, and stonework. The most well known of these specialists were the “chosen
women,” who were removed from their homes as young girls, trained in Inca ideology,
and set to producing corn beer and cloth at state centers. Later they were given as wives
to men of distinction or sent to serve as priestesses in various temples, where they
were known as “wives of the Sun.”’ In return for such labor services, Inca ideology,
expressed in terms of family relationships, required the state to provide elaborate feasts
at which large quantities of food and drink were consumed. Thus the authority of the

585
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M Connection

In what different ways
did the peoples of the
fifteenth century interact
with one another?

state penetrated and directed Inca society and economy far more than did that of the
Aztecs. (See Document 12.2, pp. §97—99, for an early Spanish account of Inca gover :
ing practices.)

If the Inca and Aztec civilizations differed sharply in their political and economi
arrangements, they resembled each other more closely in their gender systems. Bot.
societies practiced what scholars call “gender parallelism,” in which “women and m
operate in two separate but equivalent spheres, each gender enj oying autonomy in its"y
own sphere”?” o

In both Mesoamerican and Andean societies, such systems had emerged long be-
fore their incorporation into the Aztec and Inca empires. In the Andes, men reckoned
their descent from their fathers and women from their mothers, while Mesoameri-
cans had long viewed children as belonging equally to their mothers and fathers. Paral=
lel religious cults for women and men likewise flourished in both societies. [nca men
venerated the sun, while women worshipped the moon, with matching religious of!
ficials. In Aztec temples, both male and female priests presided over rituals dedicated
to deities of both sexes. Particularly among the Incas, parallel hierarchies of male and
female political officials governed the empire, while in Aztec society, women officials*’
exercised local authority under a title that meant “female person in charge of people”
Social roles were clearly defined and different for men and women, but the domestic
concerns of women— childbirth, cooking, weaving, cleaning— were not regarded as_
inferior to the activities of men, Among the Aztec, for example, sweeping was a pow-
erful and sacred act with symbolic significance as “an act of purification and a preven- .
tative against evil elements penetrating the center of the Aztec universe, the home? |
In the Andes, men broke the ground, women sowed, and both took part in the harvest.

None of this meant gender equality. Men occupied the top positions in both po-
litical and religious life, and male infidelity was treated more lightly than was women’s
unfaithfulness. As the Inca and Aztec empires expanded, military life, limited to men,
grew in prestige, perhaps skewing an earlier gender parallelism. In other ways, the new
Aztec and Inca rulers adapted to the gender systems of the people they had congquered.
Among the Aztecs, the tools of women’s work, the broom and the weaving spindle,
were ritualized as weapons; sweeping the home was believed to assist men at war; and
childbirth for women was regarded as “our kind of war”?! Inca rulers did not chal-
Jenge the gender parallelism of their subjects but instead replicated it at a higher level,
as the sapay Inca (the Inca ruler) and the coya (his female consort) governed jointly,
claiming descent respectively from the sun and the moon.

Webs of Connection

Few people in the fifteenth century lived in entirely separate and self-contained com-
munities. Almost all were caught up, to one degree or another, in various and overlap-

ing webs of influence, communication, and exchange.* Perhaps most obvious were
the webs of empire, large-scale political systems that brought together a variety of cul-
turally different people. Christians and Muslims encountered each other directly in the
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Ottoman Empire, as did Hindus and Muslims in the Mughal Empire. And no empire

¢ried more diligently to integrate its diverse peoples than the fifteenth~century Incas.

Religion too linked far-flung peoples, and divided them as well. Christianity pro-

vided a common religious culture for peoples from England to Russia, although the

great divide between Roman Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy endured, and in the

sixteenth century the Protestant R eformation would shatter permanently the Chris-

" tian unity of the Latin West. Although Buddhism had largely vanished from its South

Asian homeland, it remained a link among China, Korea, Tibet, Japan, and parts of

Southeast Asia, even as it splintered into a variety of sects and practices. More than ei-

ther of these, Islam actively brought together its many peoples. In the hajj, the pilgrim-~

age to Mecca, Africans, Arabs, Persians, Turks, Indians, and many others joined as one

people as they rehearsed together the events that gave birth to their common faith.

And yet divisions and conflicts persisted within the vast realm of Islam, as the violent

hostility between the Sunni Ottoman Empire and the Shia Safavid Empire so vividly
illustrates.

Long-established patterns of trade among peoples occupying different environ-
ments and producing different goods were certainly much in evidence during the
fifteenth century, as they had been for millennia. Hunting societies of Siberia fun-
neled furs and other products of the forest into the Silk Road trading network tra-
versing the civilizations of Eurasia. In the fifteenth century, some of the agricultural
peoples in southern Nigeria were receiving horses brought overland from the drier
regions of Africa to the north, where those anitmals flourished better. The Mississippi
River in North America and the Orinoco and Amazon rivers in South America facili-
tated a canoe-borne commerce along those waterways. Coastal shipping in large sea-
going canoes operated in the Caribbean and along the Pacific coast between Mexico
and Peru. In the Pacific, the Micronesian island of Yap by the fifteenth century was
the center of an oceanic trading network, which included the distant istands of Guam
and Palau, where large stone disks served as money. Likewise the people of Tonga,
Samoa, and Fiji intermarried and exchanged a range of goods, including mats and
canoes.

The great long-distance trading patterns of the Afro-Eurasian world, in operation
for a thousand years or more, likewise continued in the fifteenth century, although
the balance among them was changing (see Map 12.6). The Silk Road overland net-
work, which had flourished under Mongol control in the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries, contracted in the fifteenth century as the Mongol Empire broke up and the
devastation of the plague reduced demand for its products. The rise of the Ottoman
¢ Empire also blocked direct commercial contact between Europe and China, but oce-
anic trade from Japan, Korea, and China through the islands of Southeast Asia and
across the Indian Ocean picked up considerably. Larger ships made it possible to trade
in bulk goods such as grain as well as luxury products, while more sophisticated part-
-nerships and credit mechanisms greased the wheels of commerce. A common Islamic
culture over much of this vast region likewise smoothed the passage of goods among
g very different peoples, as it also did for the trans-Saharan trade.
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Map12.6 Religion and Commerce in the Afro-Eurasian World
By the fifteenth century, the many distinct peoples and societies of the Eastern Hemisphere were linked to
one another by ties of retigion and commerce. Of course, most people were not directly involved in long-
distance trade, and many people in areas shown as Buddhist or Islamic on the map practiced other religicns.
While much of India, for example, was ruled by Muslims, the majority of its people followed some form of
Hinduism. And aithough Islam had spread to West Africa, that religion had not penetrafed much beyond the
urban centers of the region.

A Preview of Coming Attractions: Looking
Ahead to the Modern Era, 1500—2012

While ties of empire, culture, and commerce surely linked many of the peoples in the
world of the fifteenth century, none of those connections operated on a genuinely
global scale. Although the densest webs of connection had been woven within the
Afro-Eurasian zone of interaction, this huge region had no sustained ties with the
Americas, and neither of them had meaningful contact with the peoples of Pacific
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Oceania. That situation was about to change as Europeans in the sixteenth century and
beyond forged a set of genuinely global relationships that generated sustained inter-
action among all of these regions. That huge process and the many outcomes that
flowed from it marked the beginning of what world historians commonly call the
modern age—the more than five centuries that followed the voyages of Columbus
starting in 1492,

Over those five centuries, the previously separate worlds of Afro-Eurasia, the
Americas, and Pacific Oceania became inextricably linked, with enormous conse-
quences for everyone involved. Global empires, a global economy, global cultural
exchanges, global migrations, global disease, global wars, and global environmental
changes have made the past 500 years a unique phase in the human Jjourney. Those

" webs of communication and exchange have progressively deepened, so much so that
by the end of the twentieth century few people in the world lived beyond the cultural
influences, economic ties, or political relationships of a globalized world.

Several centuries after the Columbian voyages, and clearly connected to them, a
second distinctive feature of the modern era took shape: the emergence of a radically
new kind of human society, first in Europe during the nineteenth century and then
in various forms elsewhere in the world. The core feature of such societies was indus-
trialization, rooted in a sustained growth of technological innovation. The human
ability to create wealth made an enormous leap forward in a very short period of time,
at least by world history standards. Accompanying this economic or industrial revolu-

“tion was an equally distinctive and unprecedented jump in human numbers, a phe-
. nomenon that has affected not only human beings but also many other living species
i and the earth itself (see the Snapshot).

Moreover, these modern societies were far more urbanized and much more com-
" mercialized than ever before, as more and more people began to work for wages, to
produce for the market, and to buy the requirements of daily life rather than grow-
ing or making those products for their own use. These societies gave prominence
and power to holders of urban wealth—merchants, bankers, industrialists, educated
- professionals—at the expense of rural landowning elites, while simultaneously gen-
¢ erating a substantial factory working class and diminishing the role of peasants and
-handicraft artisans.

Modern societies were generally governed by states that were more powerful and
-intrusive than earlier states and empires had been, and they offered more of their
- people an opportunity to play an active role in public and political life. Literacy in
. modern societies was far more widespread than ever before, while new national iden-
- tities became increasingly prominent, competing with more local loyalties and with
: those of empire. To the mix of established religious ideas and folk traditions were now
. added the challenging outlook and values of modern science, with its secular empha-
sis on the ability of human rationality to know and manipulate the world. Modernity
"';:E‘f:has usually meant a self-conscious awareness of living and thinking in new ways that
- deliberately departed from tradition.
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This revolution of modernity, comparable in its pervasive consequences only t
the Agricultural Revolution of some 10,000 years ago, introduced new divisions and:
new conflicts into the experience of humankind. The ancient tensions between ric
and poor within particular societies were now paralleled by new economic inequali-
ties among entire regions and civilizations and a much-altered global balance of power.
The first societies to experience the modern transformation—those in Western Eu~
rope and North America—became both a threat and a source of envy to much of the.
rest of the world. As modern societies emerged and spread, they were enormously
destructive of older patterns of human life, even as they gave rise to many new ways’
of living. Sorting out what was gained and what was lost during the modern trans-
formation has been a persistent and highly controversial thread of human thought over
the past several centuries. |

A third defining feature of the last 500 years was the growing prominence of
European peoples on the global stage. In ancient times, the European world, focused -
in the Mediterranean basin of Greek culture and the R oman Empire, was but one of
several second-wave civilizations in the Eastern Hemisphere. After 500 C.B., Westertt
Europe was something of a backwater, compared to the more prosperous and power-
ful civilizations of China and the Islamic world. -

In the centuries following 1500, however, this western peninsula of the Eurasian
continent became the most innovative, most prosperous, most powerful, most €x-
pansive, and most imitated part of the world. European empires spanned the globe.
European peoples created new societies all across the Americas and as far away as Aus-
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tralia and New Zealand. Their languages were spoken and their Christian religion
was widely practiced throughout the Americas and in parts of Asia and Africa. Their
businessmen bought, sold, and produced goods around the world. It was among Eu-
ropeans that the Scientific and Industrial Revolutions first took shape, with enor-
mously powerful intellectual and economic consequences for the entire planet. The
quintessentially modern ideas of liberalism, nationalism, feminism, and socialism all
bore the imprint of their European origin. By the beginning of the twentieth cen-
tury, Europeans or peoples of European descent exercised unprecedented influence
and control over the earth’s many other peoples, a wholly novel experience in human
history.

For the rest of the world, growing European dominance posed a common task.

£ Despite their miany differences, the peoples of Asia, Africa, the Middle East, the Ameri-

2 cas, and Pacific Oceania all found themselves confionted by powerful and intrusive

‘; Europeans. The impact of this intrusion and how various peoples responded to it— LearningCurve

;“ resistance, submission, acceptance, imitation, adaptation— represent critically impor- ?:t‘::;{':'r‘;‘,i”éart'"s'mm
ST:' tant threads in the world history of the past five centuries.

; Reflections: What If? Chance and

Contingency in World History

é’ Seeking meaning in the stories they tell, historians are inclined to look for deeply

rooted or underlying causes for the events they recount. And vet, is it possible that, at
least on occasion, historical change derives less from profound and long-term sources
than on coincidence, chance, or the decisions of a few that might well have gone
another way?

Consider, for example, the problem of explaining the rise of Europe to a position
of global power in the modern era. What if the Great Khan Ogodei had not died in
1241, requiring the Mongol forces then poised for an assault on Germany to return
to Mongolia? It is surely possible that Central and Western Europe might have been
overrun by Mongol armies as so many other civilizations had been, a prospect that
could have drastically altered the trajectory of European history. Or what if the Chi-
5. nese had decided in 1433 to continue their huge maritime expeditions, creating an
empire in the Indian Ocean basin and perhaps moving on to “discover” the Americas
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¥ and Europe? Such a scenario suggests a wholly different future for world history than
E the one that in fact occurred. Or what if the forces of the Ottoman Empire had taken
E{; the besieged city of Vienna in 1529? Might they then have incorporated even larger
;i parts of Europe into their expanding domain, requiring a halt to Europe’s overseas

empire-building enterprise?

None of this necessarily means that the rise of Europe was merely a fluke or an
accident of history, but it does raise the issue of “contingency;” the role of unforeseen
ji:. or small events in the unfolding of the human story. An occasional “what if ” approach
. to history reminds us that alternative possibilities existed in the past and that the only
L. certainty about the future is that we will be surprised.
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Only a few pedestrians crossing Moscow’s central square actually wit-
nessed the death of their country, the Soviet Union—a communist
giant and archrival of the United States during the cold war. It was
about 7:30 p.m. on December 25, 1991, when the red flag of the So-
viet Union was lowered for the last time from its perch high above
the Kremlin, replaced by the tricolor flag of the new Russian repub-
lic. Soviet President Gorbachev formally resigned his office and gave
a brief farewell address to the citizens of a now vanished country.
Those events symbolized many endings—of the Communist Party
in the land of its birth, of a state-controlled economy, of socialism. as
2 viable ideology, of an international superpower. It also marked the
end of an empire, for the Soviet Union had maintained the old Rus-
sian Empire, constructed over many centuries, bringing Ukrainians,
I ithuanians, Georgians, Kazaks, and many other peoples under Rus-
sian rule. Now that empire splintered into fifteen separate and in-
dependent states. While many rejoiced in the collapse of the often
brutal and economically bankrupt Soviet regime, others mourned
the loss of empire and the great power status that it conveyed. In _
2005, Russian President Vladimir Putin declared the Soviet collapse
“the greatest geopolitical catastrophe of the twentieth century...a
genuine tragedy.” Many of his countrymen agreed.

THE DOWNEALL OF THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE/SOVIET UNION was but the last
of a long list of empires that perished during the twentieth century:
the Austro-Hungarian, German, and Ottoman empires after World

The Mughal Empire: Among the most magnificent of the early modern empires was that of the Mughals in India.
In this painting by an unknown Mughal artist, the seventeenth-century empetor Shah jahan is holding a durbar, or
ceremonial assembly, in the audience hall of his palace. The material splendor of the setting shows the immense wealth
of the court, while the halo around Shah jahan’s head indicates the special spiritual grace or enlightenment associated
with emperors. (© British Library Board, Add or 385) :
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SEEKING THE MAIN POINT serious military and religious threat to European Christendom.

War I; the British, French, Belgian, Italian, and Portuguese empires in the aftermath
of World War II. Elsewhere, Uighurs and Tibetans challenged Chinese rule, while
Cubans, Vietnamese, Afghans, and others resisted American domination. Empire
building was thoroughly discredited during the twentieth century as “imperialist” be-
came a term of insult rather than a source of pride.

How very different were the three centuries (1450—1750) of the early modern
era, when empire building was a global process! Of those empires, none were more
significant than the European colonies-~Spanish, Portuguese, British, French, and
Dutch— constructed all across the Western Hemisphere, Within those empires, vast
transformations took place: old societies were destroyed, and new societies arose as
Native Americans, Europeans, and Africans came into sustained contact with one an-
other for the first time in world history. It was a revolutionary encounter with im-
plications that extended far beyond the Americas themselves.

But Buropean empires in the Americas were not alone on the imperial stage of the
early modern era. Across the immense expanse of Siberia, the Russians constructed
what was then the world’s largest territorial empire, making Russia an Asian as well
as a European power. Qing (chihng) dynasty China penetrated deep into Inner Asia,
doubling the size of the country while incorporating millions of non-Chinese people
who practiced Islam, Buddhism, or animistic religions. On the South Asian peninsula,
the Islamic Mughal Empire brought Hindus and Muslims into a closer relationship
than ever before, sometimes quite peacefully and at other times with great conflict. In
the Middle East, the Turkish Ottoman Empire reestablished some-
thing of the earlier political unity of heartland Islam and posed 2

Thus the early modern era was an age of empire. Within their
borders, those empires mixed and mingled diverse peoples in a wide
variety of ways. Those relationships represented a new stage in the
globalization process and new arenas of cross-cultural encounter.
The transformations they set in motion echo still in the twenty-
first century.

European Empires in the Americas

Among the eatly modern empires, those of Western Europe were distinctive because
the conquered territories lay an ocean away from the imperial heartland, rather than
adjacent to it. Following the breakthrough voyages of Columbus, the Spanish focused
their empire-building efforts in the Caribbean and then, in the early sixteenth century,
turned to the mainland, with stunning conquests of the powerful but fragile Aztec and
Inca empires. Meanwhile the Portuguese established themselves along the coast of
present-day Brazil. In the early seventeenth century, the British, French, and Dutch
launched colonial settlements along the eastern coast of North America. From these
beginnings, Europeans extended their empires to encompass most of the Americas, at
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least nominally, by the mid-eighteenth century (see Map 13.1). It was a remarkable
achievement. What had made it possible?

The European Advantage

Geography provides a starting point for explaining Europe’s American empires. Coun-
tries on the Atlantic rim of Europe (Portugal, Spain, Britain, and France) were simply
closer to the Americas than were any potential Asian competitors. Furthermore, the
fixed winds of the Atlantic blew steadily in the same direction. Once these air cur-
rents were understood and mastered, they provided a far different maritime environ-
ment than the alternating monsoon winds of the Indian Ocean, in which Asian
~ powers had long operated. European innovations in mapmaking, navigation, sailing
' techniques, and ship design—building on earlier models from the Mediterranean,
~ Indian Ocean, and Chinese regions— likewise enabled their penetration of the Atlan-
tic Ocean. The enormously rich markets of the Indian Ocean world provided little

B Connection

What enabled Europeans

to carve out huge empires
an ocean away from their
homelands?
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Map13.1  European Colonial Empires in the Americas

By the beginning of the eighteenth century, European powers had laid claim to most of the Westemn Hemi-

sphere. Their wars and rivalries during that century led to an expansion of Spanish and English claims, at
the expense of the French.
620
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incentive for its Chinese, Indian, or Muslim participants to venture much beyond
their own waters. ‘

Europeans, however, were powerfully motivated to do so. After 1200 or so, Buro-
pean elites were increasingly aware of their region’s marginal position in the rich world
of Burasian commerce and were determined to gain access to that world. Further-
more, as European populations recovered from the plagues of the fourteenth century,
their economies, based on wheat and livestock, could expand sigmficantly only by add-
ing new territory. The growing desire in Europe for grain, sugar, meat, and fish meant
that “Europe needed a larger land base to support the expansion of its economy.”’
Beyond these economic or ecological motivations, rulers were driven by the endur-
ing rivalries of competing states. The growing and relatively independent merchant
class in a rapidly commercializing Europe sought direct access to Asian wealth to avoid
the reliance on Muslim intermediaries that they found so distasteful. Impoverished
nobles and commoners alike found opportunity for gaining wealth and status in the
colonies. Missionaries and others were inspired by crusading zeal to enlarge the realm
of Christendom. Persecuted minorities were in search of a new start in life. All of these
compelling motives drove the relentlessly expanding imperial frontier in the Ameri-
cas. Summarizing their intentions, one Spanish conquistador declared: “We came here
to serve God and the King, and also to get rich.”

In carving out these empires, often against great odds and with great difficulty,
Europeans nonetheless bore certain advantages, despite their distance from home.
Their states and trading companies enabled the effective mobilization of both human
and material resources. (See Document 13.4, pp. 657—58, for French state-building
efforts.) Their seafaring technology, built on Chinese and Islamic precedents, al-
lowed them to cross the Atlantic with growing ease, transporting people and sup-
plies across great distances. Their ironworking technology, gunpowder weapons, and
horses initially had no parallel in the Americas, although many peoples subsequently
acquired them.

Divisions within and between local societies provided allies for the determined
European invaders. Various subject peoples of the Aztec Empire, for example, re-
sented Mexica domination and willingly joined Hernan Cortés in the Spanish as-

sault on that empire (see Visual Sources: The Conquest of Mexico Through Aztec

Eyes, pp. 660~67; the portrait of Dofla Marina, pp. 622—23). Much of the Inca elite,
according to a recent study, “actually welcomed the Spanish invaders as liberators
and willingly settled down with them to share rule of Andean farmers and miners.”
A violent dispute between two rival contenders for the Inca throne, the brothers
Atahualpa and Hudscar, certainly helped the European invaders. Perhaps the most
significant of European advantages lay in their germs and diseases, to which Native
Americans had no immunities. Those diseases decimated society after society, some-
times in advance of the Europeans’ actual arrival. In particular regions such as the
Caribbean, Virginia, and New England, the rapid buildup of immigrant populations,
coupled with the sharply diminished native numbers, allowed Europeans to actually
outnumber local peoples within a few decades.

621
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I n her brief life, she was known
variously as Malinal, Dofia
Marina, and La Malinche. By
whatever name, she was a woman
who experienced the encounter
of the Old World and the New
in particularly intimate ways,
even as she became a bridge be-
tween them. Born around 1505,
Malinal was the daughter of an
elite and cultured family in the
borderlands between the Mayan
and Aztec cultures in what is now
southern Mexico. Two dramatic
events decisively shaped her life.
The first occurred when her fa-
ther died and her mother remarried, bearing a son to her
new husband. To protect this boy’s inheritance, Malinal’s
family sold her into slavery. Eventually, she came into the
possession of a Maya chieftain in Tobasco on the Guif of
Mexico.

" Here her second life-changing event took place in
March 1519, when the Spanish conquistador Hernin
Cortés landed his troops and inflicted a sharp military
defeat on Tobasco. In the negotiations that followed,
"Tobasco authorities rendered lavish gifts to the Spanish,

vk

G

The Great Dying

Dofia Marina (left) translating for Cortés. (Biblio-
teca Nacional Madrid/Gianni Dagli Orti/
The Art Archive/ Art Resource, NY)

Dofia Marina,
Between Two Worlds*

including twenty women, one
of whom was Malinal. Described
by Bernal Diaz, one of Cortés’s
associates, as “good-looking, in-
telligent, and self-assured,” the
teenage Malinal soon found her-
self in service to Cortés himself,
Since Spanish men were not
supposed to touch non-Christian
women, these newcomers were
distributed among his officers,
quickly baptized, and given
Christian names. Thus Malinal
became Dofia Marina.

‘With a ready ear for lan-
guages and already fluent in Maya
and Nahuatl, the language of the Aztecs, Dofia Marina
soon picked up Spanish and quickly became indispensable
to Cortés as an interpreter, cross-cultural broker, and
strategist. She accompanied him on his march inland to
the Aztec capital, Tenochtitlin, and on several occasions
her language skills and cultural awareness allowed her to
uncover spies and plots that might well have seriously im-
peded Cortés’s defeat of the Aztec empire. Diaz reported
that “Dofia Marina, who understood fill well what was
happening, told [Cortés] what was going on” In the Aztec

Whatever combination of factors explains the European acquisition of their em-
pires in the Americas, there is no doubting their global significance. Chief among
those consequences was the demographic collapse of Native American societies.
Although precise figures remain the subject of much debate, scholars generally agree
that the pre-Columbian population of the Western Hemisphere was substantial,
perhaps 60 to 80 million. The greatest concentrations of people lived in the Meso-
american and Andean zones, which were dominated by the Aztec and Inca empires.
Long isolation from the Afro-Eurasian world and the lack of most domesticated ani-
mals meant the absence of acquired immunities to Old World diseases such as small-
pox, measles, typhus, influenza, malaria, and yellow fever.

Therefore, when they came into contact with these European and Aftican diseases,
Native American peoples died in appalling numbers, in many cases up to 9o percent
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capital, where Cortés took the Emperor Moctezuma cap-
tive, it fell to Dofia Marina to persuade him to accept
this humiliating position and surrender his wealth to the
Spanish. Even Cortés, who was never very gracious with
his praise for her, acknowledged that “after God, we owe
this conquest of New Spain to Dofia Marina.” Aztecs
soon came to see this young woman as the voice of
Cortés, referring to her as La Malinche, a Spanish approxi-
mation of her original name. So paired did Cortés and La
Malinche become in Aztec thinking that Cortés himself
was often called “Malinche.” (See Visual Source 13.2,

p. 663, for an Aztec image of La Mahnche)

More than an interpreter for Cortés, Dofia Marina
also became his mistress and bore him a son. But after the
initial conquest of Mexico was complete and he no lon-
ger needed her skills, Cortés married Dofia Marina off to
another Spanish conquistador, Juan Jaramnillo, with whom
she lived until her death, probably around 1530. Cortés
did provide her with several pieces of land, one of which,
ironically, had belonged to Moctezuma. Her son, however,
was taken from her and raised in Spain,

In 1523, Dofia Marina performed one final service for
Cortés, accompanying him on a mission to Honduras to
suppress a rebellion. There her personal life seemed to come
full circle, for near her hometown, she encountered her

mother, who had sold her into slavery, and her half-brother.

Diaz reported that they “were very much afraid of Dofia
Marina,” thinking that they would surely be put to death
by their now powerful and well-connected offspring. But
Dofia Marina quickly reassured and forgave them, while
granting them “many golden jewels and some clothes.”

In the centuries since her death, Dofia Marina has been
highly controversial. For much of the colonial era, she was
viewed positively as an ally of the Spanish. But after inde-
pendence, some came to see her as a traitor to her own
people, shunning her heritage and siding with the invad-
ers. Still others have considered her as the mother of
Mexico'’s mixed-race or mestizo culture. Should she be
understood primarily as a victim or as a skillful survivor
negotiating hard choices under difficult circumstances?

Whatever the judgments of latér generations, Dofia
Marina herself seems to have made a clear choice to cast
her lot with the Furopeans. Even when Cortés had given
her to another man, Dofia Marina expressed no regret.
According to Diaz, she declared,“Even if they were to
make me mistress of all the provinces of New Spain, I
would refuse the honor, for I would rather serve my hus-
band and Cortés than anything else in the world.”

Questions: How might you define the significance of Dofia
Marina’s life? In what larger contexts might that life find a
place?

of the population. The densely settled peoples of Caribbean islands virtually vanished
within fifty years of Columbus’s arrival. Central Mexico, with a population estimated
at some 10 to 20 million, declined to about 1 million by 1650. A native Nahuatl (nah-
watl) account depicted the social breakdown that accompanied the smallpox pan-
demic: “A great many died from this plague, and many others died of hunger. They
could not get up to search for food, and everyone else was too sick to care for them,

so they starved to death in their beds. >

The situation was similar in North America. A Dutch observer in New Neth— .

erland (later New York) reported in 1656 that “the Indians ... affirm that before the
arrival of the Christians, and before the small pox broke out amongst them, they
were ten times as numerous as they are now, and that their population had been
melted down by this disease, whereof nine-tenths of them have died””® To Governor
Bradford of Plymouth colony (in present-day Massachusetts), such conditions rep-
resented the “good hand of God” at work, “sweeping away great multitudes of the



Disease and Death among the Aztecs

natives . .. that he might make room for
us.”” Not until the late seventeenth cen-
tury did native numbers begin to recu-
perate somewhat from this catastrophe,
and even then not everywhere.

The Columbian Exchange

In sharply diminishing the population of
the Americas, the “great dying” created
an acute labor shortage and certainly did
make room for immigrant newcomers,
both colonizing Europeans and enslaved
Africans. Over the several centuries of
the colonial era and beyond, various
combinations of indigenous, European,
and African peoples created entirely new

Smallpox, which accompanied the Spanish to the Americas, devastated native popu-  societies in the Americas, largely replac-
tations. This image, drawn by an Aztec artist and contained in the sixteenth-century ing the many and varied cultures that had

Florentine Codex, illustrates the impact of the disease in Mesoamerica, (Biblioteca

Medicea Laurenziana, Florence)

B Change

What large-scale trans-
formations did European
empires generate?

flourished before 1492. To those colonial
societies, Europeans and Africans brought
not only their germs and their people but also their plants and animals. Wheat, rice,
sugarcane, grapes, and many garden vegetables and fruits, as well as numerous weeds,
took hold in the Americas, where they transformed the landscape and made possible
a recognizably European diet and way of life. Even more revolutionary were their
animals— horses, pigs, cattle, goats, sheep—all of which were new to the Americas
and multiplied spectacularly in an environment largely free of natural predators. These
domesticated animals made possible the ranching economies and cowboy cultures
of both North and South America. Horses also transformed many Native American
societies, particularly in the North American West as settled farming peoples such
as the Pawnee abandoned their fields to hunt bison from horseback. In the process,
women lost much of their earlier role as food producers as a male-dominated hunt-
ing and warrior culture emerged. Both environmentally and socially, it was nothing
less than revolutionary.

In the other direction, American food crops such as corn, potatoes, and cassava
spread widely in the Eastern Hemisphere, where they provided the nutritional foun-
dation for the immense population growth that became everywhere a hallmark of the
modern era. In Europe, calories derived from corn and potatoes helped push human
numbers from some 60 million in 1400 to 390 million in 1900. Those Amerindian
crops later provided cheap and reasonably nutritious food for millions of industrial
workers. Potatoes especially allowed Ireland’s population to grow enormously and
then condemned many of them to starvation or emigration when an airborne fungus,
also from the Americas, destroyed the crop in the mid-nineteenth century. In China,
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corn, peanuts, and especially sweet potatoes supplemented the traditional rice and
wheat to sustain China’s modern population explosion. By the early twentieth cen-
tury, food plants of American origin represented about 20 percent of total Chinese
food production. In Africa, corn took hold quickly and was used as a cheap food for
the human cargoes of the transatlantic trade. Scholars have speculated that corn, to-
gether with peanuts and cassava, underwrote some of Africa’s population growth and
partially offset the population drain of the slave trade.

Beyond food crops, American stimulants such as tobacco and chocolate were
soon used around the world. By the seventeenth century, how-to manuals instructed
Chinese users on smoking techniques, while tobacco became, in the words of one
enamored Chinese poet, “the gentleman’s companion, it warms my heart and leaves
my mouth feeling like a divine furnace”® Tea from China and coffee from the Is-
lamic world also spread globally, contributing to this worldwide biological exchange.
Never before in human history had such a large-scale and consequential diffusion
of plants and animals operated to remake the biological environment of the planet.

Furthermore, the societies that developed within the American colonies drove
the processes of globalization and reshaped the world economy of the early modern
era (see Chapter 14 for a more extended treatment). The silver mines of Mexico and
Peru fueled both transatlantic and transpacific commerce, encouraged Spain’s unsuc-
cessful effort to dominate Europe, and enabled Europeans to buy the Chinese tea,
silk, and porcelain that they valued so highly. The plantation owners of the tropical
lowland regions needed workers and found them by the millions in Africa. The slave
trade, which brought these workers to the colonies, and the sugar and cotton trade,
which distributed the fruits of their labor abroad, created a lasting link among Africa,
Europe, and the Americas, while scattering peoples of African origin throughout the
Western Hemisphere.

This enormous network of communication, migration, trade, disease, and the
transfer of plants and animals, all generated by European colonial empires in the
Americas, has been dubbed the “Columbian exchange” It gave rise to something
wholly new in world history: an interacting Atlantic world connecting four conti-
nents. Millions of years ago, the Eastern and Western hemispheres had physically
drifted apart, and, ecologically speaking, they had remained largely apart. Now these
two “old worlds” were joined, increasingly creating a single biological regime, a “new
world” of global dimensions.

The long-term benefits of this Atlantic network were very unequally distributed.
Western Buropeans were clearly the dominant players in the Atlantic world, and their
societies reaped the greatest rewards. Mountains of new information flooded into
Europe, shaking up conventional understandings of the world and contributing to
a revolutionary new way of thinking known as the Scientific Revolution. The wealth
of the colonies—precious metals, natural resources, new food crops, slave labor, finan-
cial profits, colonial markets—provided one of the foundations on which Europe’s
Industrial Revolution was built. The colonies also provided an outlet for the rapidly
growing population of European societies and represented an enormous extension

625



.
-

+626 PART 4 [/ THE EARLY MODERN WORLD, 1450-1750

of European civilization. In short, the colonial empires of the Americas greatly facili-
tated a changing global balance of power, which now thrust the previously marginal
Western Europeans into an increasingly central and commanding role on the world
stage. “Without a New World to deliver economic balance in the Old,” concluded a
prominent world historian, “Europe would have remained inferior, as ever, in wealth

and power, to the great civilizations of Asia””®

Comparing Colonial Societies in the Americas

What the Europeans had encountered across the Atlantic was another “old world,”
but their actions surely gave rise to a “new world” in the Americas. Their colonial
empires— Spanish, Portuguese, British, and French alike—did not simply conquer
and govern established societies, but rather generated wholly new societies, born of
the decimation of Native Ainerican populations and the introduction of European
and African peoples, cultures, plants, and animals.

Furthermore, all the European rulers of these empires viewed their realms through
the lens of the prevailing economic theory known as mercantilism. This view held that
European governments served their countries’ economic interests best by encourag-
ing exports and accumulating bullion (precious metals such as silver and gold), which
were believed to be the source of national prosperity. In this scheme of things, colo-
nies provided closed markets for the manufactured goods of the “mother country”
and, if they were lucky, supplied great quantities of bullion as well. Mercantilist think-
ing thus fueled European wars and colonial rivalries around the world in the early
modern era. Particularly in Spanish America, however, it was a theory largely ignored
or evaded in practice. Spain had few manufactured goods to sell, and piracy and smug-
gling allowed Spanish colonists to exchange goods with Spain’s rivals.

But variations across the immense colonial world of the Western Hemisphere
were at least as noticeable as these similarities. Some differences grew out of the so-
cieties of the colonizing power such as the contrast between a semi-feudal and Catho-
lic Spain and a more rapidly changing Protestant England. The kind of economy es-
tablished in particular regions—settler-dominated agriculture, slave-based plantations,
ranching, or mining—likewise influenced their development. So too did the char-
acter of the Native American cultures—the more densely populated and urbanized
Mesoamerican and Andean civilizations versus the more sparsely populated rural
villages of North America, for example.

Furthermore, women and men often experienced colonial intrusion in quite dis-
tinct ways. Beyond the common burdens of violent conquest, epidemic disease, and
coerced labor, both Native American and enslaved African women had to cope with
the additional demands made on them as females, Conquest was often accompanied
by the transfer of women to the new colonial rulers. Cortés, for example, marked
his alliance with the city of Tlaxcala (tlah-SKAH-lah) against the Aztecs by an ex-

. change of gifts in which he received hundreds of female slaves and eight daughters
of elite Tlaxcala families, whom he distributed to his soldiers. And from the Aztec
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ruler he demanded:“You are to deliver women with light skins, corn, chicken, eggs,
and tortillas”"!°

Soon after conquest, many Spanish men married elite native women. It was a
long-standing practice in Amerindian societies and was encouraged by both Spanish
and indigenous male authorities as a2 means of cementing their new relationship, It
was also advantageous for some of the women involved. One of Moctezuma’s daugh-
ters, who was mistress to Cortés and eventually married several other Spaniards, wound
up with the largest landed estate in the valley of Mexico. Below this elite level of in-
teraction, however, far more women experienced sexual violence and abuse. Rape
accompanied conquest in many places, and dependent or enslaved women working
under the control of Buropean men frequently found themselves required to per-
form sexual services. This was tragedy and humiliation for native and enslaved men as
well, for they were unable to protect their women. Such variations in culture, policy,
economy, and gender generated quite different colonial societies in several major re-

gions of the Americas.

In the Lands of the Aztecs and the Incas

The Spanish conquest of the Aztec and Inca empires in the early sixteenth century
gave Spain access to the most wealthy, urbanized, and densely populated regions of the
Western FHemisphere. Within a century and well before the British had even begun
their colonizing efforts in North America, the Spanish in Mexico and Peru had
established nearly a dozen muajor cities; several impressive universities; hundreds of
cathedrals, churches, and missions; an elaborate administrative bureaucracy; and a
network of regulated international commerce,

The economic foundation for this emerging colonial society lay in commercial
agriculture, much of it on large rural estates, and in silver and gold mining. In both
cases, native peoples, rather than African slaves or European workers, provided most
of the labor, despite their much-diminished numbers. Almost everywhere it was
forced labor, often directly required by colonial authorities. In a legal system known
as encomienda, the Spanish crown granted to particular Spanish settlers a number of
local native people from whom they could require labor, gold, or agricultural pro-
duce and to whom they owed “protection” and instruction in the Christian faith. It
turned into an exploitative regime not far removed from slavery and was replaced
by similar system, repartimiento, with slightly more control by the crown and Spanish
officials. By the seventeenth century the hacienda system had taken shape by which
the owners of large estates directly employed native workers. With low wages, high
taxes, and large debts to the landowners, the peons who worked these estates enjoyed
little control over their lives or their livelihood.

On this economic base, a distinctive social order grew up, replicating something
of the Spanish class and gender hierarchy while accommodating the racially and cul-
turally different Indians and Africans as well as growing numbers of racially mixed
people. At the top of this colonial society were the male Spanish settlers, who were

W Change

What was the economic
foundation of colonial
rule in Mexico and Peru?
How did it shape the kinds
of societies that arose
there?



Racial Mixing in

Colonial Mexico

This eighteenth-century
painting by the famous
Zapotec artist Miguel Cabrera
shaws a Spanish man, a
mestiza woman, and their
child, who was labeled as
castiza. By the twentieth
centuty, such mixed-race
peaple represented the
majority of the population of
Mexico, and cultural blending
had become a central feature
of the country's identity.
{Scala/Art Resource, NY)
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politically and economically dominant and seeking to become a landed aristocracy.
One Spanish official commented in 1619:“The Spaniards, from the able and rich to
the humble and poor, all hold themselves to be lords and will not serve [do manual
labor].”*! Politically, they increasingly saw themselves not as colonials, but as residents
of a Spanish kingdom, subject to the Spanish monarch, yet separate and distinct from
Spain itself and deserving of a large measure of self-government, Therefore, they
chafed under the heavy bureaucratic restrictions imposed by the Crown.“I obey but
I do not enforce” was a slogan that reflected local authorities’ resistance to orders
from Spain.

But the Spanish minority, never more than 20 percent of the population, was
itselfa divided community. Descendants of the original conquistadores sought to pro-
tect their privileges against immigrant newcomers; Spaniards born in the Americas
(creoles) resented the pretensions to superiority of those born in Spain (peninsulares);
landowning Spaniards felt threatened by the growing wealth of commercial and mer-

cantile groups practicing less prestigious occupa-
tions. Spanish missionaries and church authorities
were often sharply critical of how these settlers
treated native peoples. While Spanish worren shared
the racial privileges of their husbands, they were
clearly subordinate in gender terms, unable to hold
public office and viewed as weak and in need of
male protection. But they were also regarded as the
“bearers of civilization,” and through their capacity
to produce legitimate children, they were the essen-
tial link for transmitting male wealth, honor, and
status to future generations. This required strict con-

trol of their sexuality and a continuation of the Ibe-
rian obsession with “purity of blood.” In Spain, that

concern had focused on potential liaisons with Jews

and Muslims; in the colonies the alleged threat to

femnale virtue derived fiom Native American and
African men.

From a male viewpoint, the problem with Span-
ish women was that there were very few of them.
This demographic fact led to the most distinctive
feature of these new colonial societies in Mexico
and Peru-—the emergence of a mestizo (mehs-TEE-
zoh), or mixed-race, population, initially the prod-
uct of unions between Spanish men and Indian
women. Rooted in the sexual imbalance among
Spanish immigrants (seven men to one woman in
early colonial Peru, for example), the emergence of
a mestizo population was facilitated by the desire

Dot il y Motila Gty

e T s S it e
et SR R S R s S b DR O

FTRT

o e e Y FE R A Lyt Tt

L7 2N R R SRR T S AT

)
A
]
oA
o'
oA

B
)




CHAPTER 13 / POLITICAL TRANSFORMATIONS: EMPIRES AND ENCOUNTERS, 1450-1750

of many surviving Indian women for the relative security of life in a Spanish house-
hold, where they and their children would not be subject to the abuse and harsh
demands made on native peoples. Over the 300 years of the colonial era, mestizo
numbers grew substantially, becoming the majority of the population in Mexico
sometime during the nineteenth century. Such mixed-race people were divided
into dozens of separate groups known ‘as castas (castes), based on their racial heritage
and skin color.

Mestizos were largely Hispanic in culture, but Spaniards looked down on them
during much of the colonial era, regarding them as illegitimate, for many were not
born of “proper” marriages. Despite this attitude, their growing numbers and the eco-
nomic usefulness of their men as artisans, clerks, supervisors of labor gangs, and lower-
level officials in both church and state bureaucracies led to their recognition as a
distinct social group. Mestizas, women of mixed racial background, worked as do-
mestic servants or in their husbands’ shops, wove cloth, manufactured candles and
cigars, in addition to performing domestic duties. A few became quite wealthy. An
illiterate mestiza named Mencia Perez married successively two reasonably well-to-
do Spanish men and upon their deaths took over their businesses, becoming in her
own right a very rich woman by the 1590s. At that point no one would have re-
ferred to her as a mestiza.* Particularly in Mexico, mestizo identity blurred the sense
of sharp racial difference between Spanish and Indian peoples and became a major
‘element in the identity of modern Mexico.

At the bottom of Mexican and Peruvian colonial societies were the indigenous
peoples, known to Europeans as “Indians.” Traumatized by “the great dying,” they
were subject to gross abuse and exploitation as the primary labor force for the mines
and estates of the Spanish Empire and were required to render tribute payments to
their Spanish overlords. Their empires dismantled by Spanish conquest, their religions
attacked by Spanish missionaries, and their diminished numbers forcibly relocated
into larger settlements, many Indians gravitated toward the world of their conquerors.
Many learned Spanish; converted to Christianity; moved to cities to work for wages;
ate the meat of cows, chickens, and pigs; used plows and draft animals rather than
traditional digging sticks; and took their many grievances to Spanish courts. Indian
women endured some distinctive conditions as Spanish legal codes generally defined
them as minors rather than responsible adults. As those codes took hold, Indian
women were increasingly excluded from the courts or represented by their menfolk.
This made it more difficult to maintain female property rights. In 1804, for example,
a Maya legal petition identified eight men and ter. women from a particular family
as owners of a piece of land, but the Spanish translition omitted the women's names
altogether.

But much that was native persisted. At the local level, Indian male authorities
retained a measure of autonomy, and traditional markets operated regularly. Both An-
dean and Maya women continued to leave personal property to their female descen-
dants. Maize, beans, and squash persisted as the major elements of Indian diets in
Mexico. Christian saints in many places blended easily with specialized indigenous

629



630 PART 4 [ THE EARLY MODERN WORLD, 1450~1750

W Comparison

How did the plantation
societies of Brazil and the
Caribbean differ from
those of southern colonies
in British North America?

gods, while belief in magic, folk medicine, and communion with the dead remained
strong (see pp. 728~32). Memories of the past also endured. The Tupac Amaru revolt
in Peru during 1780-1781 was made in the name of the last independent Inca em-
peror. In that revolt, the wife of the leader, Micaela Bastidas, was referred to as La Coya,
the female Inca, evoking the parallel hierarchies of male and female officials who had
earlier governed the Inca Empire. (See Chapter 12, pp. 584—86.)

Thus Spaniards, mestizos, and Indians represented the major social categories in
the colonial lands of what had been the Inca and Aztec empires, while African slaves
and freemen were less numerous than elsewhere in the Americas. Despite the sharp
divisions among these groups, some movement was possible. Indians who acquired
an education, wealth, and some European culture might “pass” as mestizo. Likewise
more fortunate mestizo families might be accepted as Spaniards over time. Colonial
Spanish America was a vast laboratory of ethnic mixing and cultural change. It was
dominated by Europeans to be sure, but with a rather more fluid and culturally blended
society than in the racially rigid colonies of British North America.

Colonies of Sugar

A second and quite different kind of colonial society emerged in the lowland areas
of Brazil, ruled by Portugal, and in the Spanish, British, French, and Dutch colonies
in the Caribbean. These regions lacked the great civilizations of Mexico and Peru.
Nor did they provide much mineral wealth until the Brazilian gold rush of the
1690s and the discovery of diamonds a little later. Still, Europeans found a very prof-
itable substitute in sugar, which was much in demand in Europe, whete it was used as
a medicine, a spice, a sweetener, a preservative, and in sculptured forms as a decora-
tion that indicated high status. Although commercial agriculture in the Spanish Em-
pire served a domestic market in its towns and mining camps, these sugar-based colo-
nies produced almost exclusively for export, while importing their food and other
necessities.

Large-scale sugar production had been pioneered by Arabs, who introduced it
into the Mediterranean. Europeans learned the technique and transferred it to theit
Atlantic island possessions and then to the Americas. For a century (1570-1670), Por-
tuguese planters along the northeast coast of Brazil dominated the world market for
sugar. Then the British, French, and Dutch turned their Caribbean territories into
highly productive sugar-producing colonies, breaking the Portuguese and Brazilian
monopoly.

Sugar decisively transformed Brazil and the Caribbean. Its production, which in-
volved both growing the sugarcane and processing it into usable sugar, was very la-
bor intensive and could most profitably occur in a large-scale, almost industrial set-
ting. It was perhaps the first modern industry in that it produced for an international
and mass market, using capital and expertise from Europe, with production facilities
located in the Americas. However, its most characteristic feature — the massive use of
slave labor—was an ancient practice. In the absence of 2 Native American popula-
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tion, which had been almost totally wiped out in the Caribbean or had fled inland in
Brazil, European sugarcane planters turned to Africa and the Atlantic slave trade for
an alternative workforce. The vast majority of the African captives transported across
the Atlantic, some 80 percent or more, ended up in Brazil and the Caribbean. (See
Chapter 14 for a more extensive description of the Atlantic slave trade.)

Slaves worked on sugar-producing estates in horrendous conditions. The heat and
fire from the cauldrons, which turned raw sugarcane into crystallized sugar, reminded
many visitors of scenes from hell. These conditions, combined with disease, gener-
ated a high death rate, perhaps § to 10 percent per year, which required plantation
owners to constantly import fresh slaves. A Jesuit observer in 1580 aptly summarized
the situation: “The work is great and many die”'

Women made up about half of the field gangs that did the heavy work of plant-
ing and harvesting sugarcane. They were subject to the same brutal punishments and
received the same rations as their male counterparts, though they were seldom permit-
ted to undertake the more skilled labor inside the sugar mills. Women who worked
in urban areas, mostly for white female owners, did domestic chores and were often
hired out as laborers in various homes, shops, laundries, inns, and brothels. Discour-
aged from establishing stable families, women had to endure, often alone, the wrench-
ing separation from their children that occurred when they were sold. Mary Prince,

Plantation Life in

the Caribbean

This painting from 1823
shows the use of slave lahor
on a plantation in Antigua,

a British-ruled island in the
Caribbean. Notice the over-
seer with a whip supervising
the tilling and planting of
the field. (HIP/Art Resource, NY)
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a Caribbean slave, who wrote a brief account of her life, recalled the pain of families
torn apart:“The great God above alone knows the thoughts of the poor slave’s heart,
and the bitter pains which follow such separations as these. All that we love taken
away from us—obh, it is sad, sad! and sore to be borne!”!’

The extensive use of African slave labor gave these plantation colonies a very dif-
ferent ethnic and racial makeup than that of highland Spanish America, as the Snap-
shot indicates. Thus, after three centuries of colonial rule, a substantial majority of
Brazil’s population was either partially or wholly of African descent. In the French
Caribbean colony of Haiti in 1790, the corresponding figure was 93 percent.

As in Spanish America, a considerable amount of racial mixing took place in Bra-
zil. Cross-racial unions accounted for only about 10 percent of all marriages in Brazil,
but the use of concubines and informal liaisons among Indians, Africans, and Portu-
guese produced a substantial mixed-race population. From their ranks derived much of
the urban skilled workforce and supervisors in the sugar industry. Mulattoes, the prod-
uct of Portuguese-African unions, predominated, but as many as forty separate and
named groups, each indicating a different racial mixture, emerged in colonial Brazil,

The plantation complex of the Americas, based on African slavery, extended be-
yond the Caribbean and Brazil to encompass the southern colonies of British North
America, where tobacco, cotton, rice, and indigo were major crops, but the social out-
comes of these plantation colonies were quite different from those farther south. Be-
cause Buropean women had joined the colonial migration to North America at an
early date, these colonies experienced less racial mixing and certainly demonstrated less
willingness to recognize the offspring of such unions and accord them a place in so-
ciety. A sharply defined racial system (with black Africans,““red” Native Americans, and
white Europeans) evolved in North America, whereas both Portuguese and Spanish
colonies acknowledged a wide variety of mixed-race groups.

Slavery too was different, being perhaps somewhat less harsh in North America
than in the sugar colonies. By 1750 or so, slaves in what became the United States
proved able to reproduce themselves, and by the time of the Civil War almost all North
American slaves had been born in the New World. That was never the case in Latin
America, where large-scale importation of new slaves continued well into the nine-

Shna Psho’c Ethnic Composition of Coloniat Societies
in Latin America (1825)%

Highland Spanish America Portuguese America (Brazil)

Europeans 18,2 percent . 23.4 percent
Mixed-race 28.3 percent 17.8 percent -
Africans 11.9 percent 49.8 percent

Native Americans 41,7 percent 9.1 percent
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teenth century. Nonetheless, many more slaves were voluntarily set free by their own-
ers in Brazil than in North America, and free blacks and mulattoes in Brazil had more
economic opportunities than did their counterparts in the United States. At least a
few among them found positions as political leaders, scholars, musicians, writers, and
artists. Some were even hired as slave catchers.

Does this mean, then, that racism was absent in colonial Brazil? Certainly not, but
it was different from racism in North America. For one thing, in North America, any
African ancestry, no matter how small or distant, made a person “black”; in Brazil, a
person of African and non-African ancestry was considered not black, but some other
mixed-race category. Racial prejudice surely persisted, for white characteristics were
prized more highly than black features, and people regarded as white had enormously
greater privileges and opportunities than others. Nevertheless, skin color in Brazil, and
in Latin America generally, was only one criterion of class status, and the perception
of color changed with the educational or economic standing of individuals. A light-
skinned mulatto who had acquired some wealth or education might well pass as a
white. One curious visitor to Brazil was surprised to find a darker-skinned man serv—
ing as a local official. “Isn’t the governor a mulatto?” inquired the visitor.“He was, but
he isn't any more,” was the reply. “How can a governor be a mulatto?”1?

Settler Colonies in North America

A third distinctive type of colonial society emerged in the northern British colonies
of New England, New York, and Pennsylvania. Because the British were the last of
the European powers to establish a colonial presence in the Americas, a full century
after Spain, they found that “only the dregs were left.”'® The lands they acquired were
widely regarded in Europe as the unpromising leftovers of the New World, lacking
the obvious wealth and sophisticated cultures of the Spanish possessions. Until at least
the eighteenth century, these British colonies remained far less prominent on the
world stage than those of Spain or Portugal.

The British settlers came from a more rapidly changing society than did those
from an ardently Catholic, semi-feudal, authoritarian Spain. When Britain launched
its colonial ventures in the seventeenth century, it had already experienced consider-
able conflict between Catholics and Protestants, the rise of 2 merchant capitalist class
distinct from the nobility, and the emergence of Parliament as a check on the au-

thority of kings. Although they brought much of their English culture with them, -

many of the British settlers—Puritans in Massachusetts and Quakers in Pennsylvania,
for example—sought to escape aspects of an old European society rather than to
re-create it, as was the case for most Spanish and Portuguese colonists. The gasy
availability of land and the outsider status of many British settlers made it even more
difficult to follow the Spanish or Portuguese colonial pattern of sharp class hierar-
chies, large rural estates, and dependent laborers. _

Thus men in Puritan New England became independent heads of family farms, a
world away from Old England, where most land was owned by nobles and gentry and

B Comparison

What distinguished the
British settler colonies of
MNorth America fram their
counterparts in Latin
America?
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worked by servants, tenants, and paid laborers. But if men escaped the class restrictions
of the old country, women were less able to avoid its gender limitations. While Puri-
tan Christianity extolled the family and a woman’s role as wife and mother, it rein-
forced largely unlimited male authority. “Since he is thy Husband,” declared Boston
minister R ev. Benjamin Wadsworth in 1712 to the colony’s women, “God has made
him the Head and set him above thee”!® Women were prosecuted for the crime of

“fornication” far more often than their male companions; the inheritance of daugh- -

ters was substantially less than that of sons; few girls attended school;and while women
were the majority of church members, they could never become ministers.
Rurthermore, British settlers were far more numerous than their Spanish coun-
terparts, outnumbering them five to one by 1750. This disparity was the most obvi-
ous distinguishing feature of the New England and middle Atlantic colonies. By the
time of the American Revolution, some 9o percent or mote of these colonies’ popu-
lations were Europeans. Devastating diseases and a highly aggressive military policy
had largely cleared the colonies of Native Americans, and their numbers did not re-

g
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bound in subsequent centuries as they did in the lands of the Aztecs and the Incas.

Moreover, slaves were not needed in an agricultural economy dominated by numer-

ous small-scale independent farmers working their own land, although elite families,

especially in urban areas, sometimes employed household slaves. These were almost
pure settler colonies, without the racial mixing that was so prominent in Spanish and
Portuguese territories.

Other differences likewise emerged. A largely Protestant England was far less
interested in spreading Christianity among the remaining native peoples than were
the large and well-funded missionary societies of Catholic Spain. Although religion
loomed large in the North American colonies, the church and colonial state were
not so intimately connected as they were in Latin America. The Protestant empha-
sis on reading the Bible for oneself led to a much greater mass literacy than in Latin
America, where three centuries of church education still left some 95 percent of the
population illiterate at independence. By contrast, well over 75 percent of white
males in British North America were literate by the 1770s, although women’s literacy
rates were somewhat lower. Furthermore, British settler colonies evolved traditions of
local self-government more extensively than in Latin America. Preferring to rely on
joint stock companies or wealthy individuals operating under a royal charter, Britain
had nothing resembling the elaborate bureaucracy that governed Spanish colonies.
For much of the seventeenth century, a prolonged power struggle between the En-
glish king and Parliament meant that the British government paid little attention to
the internal affairs of the colonies. Therefore, elected colonial assemblies, seeing them-
selves as little patliaments defending “the rights of Englishmen,” vigorously contested
the prerogatives of royal governors sent to administer their affairs.

The grand irony of the modern history of the Americas lay in the reversal of long-
established relationships between the northern and southern continents. For thou-
sands of years, the major centers of wealth, power, commerce, and innovation lay in
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Mesoamerica and the Andes. That pattern continued for much of the co-
lonial era, as the Spanish and Portuguese colonies seemed far more pros-
perous and successful than their British or French counterparts in North
America. In the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, however, the balance
shifted. What had once been the “dregs” of the colonial world became the
United States, which was more politically stable, more democratic, more
economically successful, and more internationally powerful than a divided,
unstable, and much less prosperous Latin America.

The Steppes and Siberia:
The Making of a Russian Empire

At the same time as Western Europeans were building their empires in the Americas,
the Russian Empire, which subsequently became the world’s largest state, was begin-
ning to take shape. When Columbus crossed the Atlantic, a small Russian state cen-
tered on the city of Moscow was emerging from two centuries of Mongol rule. That
state soon conquered a number of neighboring Russian-speaking cities and incor-
porated them into its expanding territory. Located on the remote, cold, and heavily
forested eastern fringe of Christendom, it was perhaps an unlikely candidate for con-
structing one of the great empires of the modern era. And yet, over the next three
centuries, it did precisely that, extending Russian domination over the vast tundra,
forests, and grasslands of northern Asia that lay to the south and east of Moscow;, all
the way to the Pacific Ocean. Furthermore, Russian expansion westward brought
numerous Poles, Germans, Ukrainians, Belorussians, and Baltic peoples into the Rus-
sian Empire.

R ussian attention was drawn first to the grasslands south and east of the Russian
heartland, an area long inhabited by various nomadic pastoral peoples, who were or-
ganized into feuding tribes and clans and adjusting to the recent disappearance of the
Mongol Empire. From the viewpoint of the emerging Russian state, the problem was
security because these pastoral peoples, like the Mongols before them, frequently
raided their agricultural Russian neighbors and sold many into slavery. To the east
across the vast expanse of Siberia, Russian motives were quite different, for the scat-
tered peoples of its endless forests and tundra posed no threat to Russia. Numbering
only some 220,000 in the seventeenth century and speaking more than 100 languages,
they were mostly hunting, gathering, and herding people, living in small-scale societies
and largely without access to gunpowder weapons. What drew the Russians across
Siberia was opportunity — primarily the “soft gold” of fur-bearing animals, whose
pelts were in great demand on the world market.

Whatever motives drove it, this enormous Russian Empire took shape in the three
centuries between 1500 and 1800 (see Map 13.2). A growing line of wooden forts of-
fered protection to frontier towns and trading centers as well as to mounting numbers
of Russian farmers. Empire building was an extended process, involving the Russian
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Map 13.2 The Russian
Empire

From its beginnings as a
small principality under
Mongol control, Moscow
became the center of a vast
Russfan Empire during the
early modern era.

state and its officials as well as a variety of private interests— merchants, hunters, peas-
ant agricultural settlers, churchmen, exiles, criminals, and adventurers. For the Rus-
sian migrants to these new eastern lands, the empire offered “economic and social
improvements over what they had known at home —from more and better land to
fewer lords and officials.”?® Political leaders and educated Russians generally defined
the empire in grander terms: defending Russian frontiers; enhancing the power of the
Russian state; and bringing Christianity, civilization, and enlightenment to savages.
But what did that empire mean to those on its receiving end?

Experiencing the Russian Empire

First, of course, empire meant conquest. Although resistance was frequent, especially
from nomadic peoples, in the long run Russian military might, based in modern
weaponry and the organizational capacity of a state, brought both the steppes and Si-
beria under Russian control. Everywhere Russian authorities demanded an oath of
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allegiance by which native peoples swore “eternal submission to the grand tsar,” the
monarch of the Russian Empire. They also demanded yasak, or “tribute,” paid in cash
or in kind. In Siberia, this meant enormous quantities of furs, especially the extremely
valuable sable, which Siberian peoples were compelled to produce. As in the Ameri-
cas, devastating epidemics accompanied conquest, particularly in the more remote re-
gions of Siberia, where local people had little immunity to smallpox or measles. Also
accompanying conquest was an intermittent pressure to convert to Christianity. Tax
breaks, exemptions from paying tribute, and the promise of land or cash provided in-
centives for conversion, while the destruction of many mosques and the forced re-
settlement of Muslims added to the pressures. Yet the Russian state did not pursue
conversion with the single-minded intensity that Spanish authorities exercised in Latin
America, particularly if missionary activity threatened political and social stability.
The empress Catherine the Great, for example, established religious tolerance for
Muslims in the late eighteenth century and created a state agency to oversee Muslim
affairs.

The most profoundly transforming feature of the Russian Empire was the influx
of Russian settlers, whose numbers by the end of the eighteenth century had over-
whelmed native peoples, giving their lands a distinctively Russian character. By 1720,
some 700,000 Russians lived in Siberia, thus reducing the native Siberians to 30 per-
cent of the total population, a figure that
dropped to 14 percent in the nineteenth
century. The loss of hunting grounds and
pasturelands to Russian agricultural settlers
undermined long-standing economies and
rendered local people dependent on Rus-
sian markets for grain, sugar, tea, tobacco,
and alcohol. Pressures to encourage pasto-
ralists to abandon their nomadic ways in-
cluded the requirement to pay fees and to
obtain permission to cross agricultural lands.
Kazakh herders responded with outrage:
“The grass and the water belong to Heaven,
and why should we pay any fees?”*! Inter-
marriage, prostitution, and sexual abuse re-
sulted in some mixed-race offspring, but
these were generally absorbed as Russians
rather than identified as distinctive commu-
nities, as in Latin America.

Over the course of three centuries,both A cossack jail
Siberia and the steppes were incorporated

M Change

How did the Russian
Empire transform the life
of its conquered people
and of the Russian home-
land itself?

in the vanguard of Russian expansion across Siberia were the Cossacks, bands of
fiercely independent warriors consisting of peasants who had escaped serfdom as

into the Russian state. Their native peoples o _ e

. . . . well as criminals and other adventurers. This seventeenth-century jail was part of an
were not driven into reservations or eradi- early Cossack settlement on the Kamchatka Peninsula at the easternmost end of
cated as in the Americas. Many of them, Siberia. itillustrates Russian wooden architecture. (Savfoto/Eastfoto)
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though, were Russified, adopting the Russian language and converting to Christi-
anity, even as their traditional ways of life—hunting and herding—were much
disrupted. The Russian Empire represented the final triumph of an agrarian civili-
zation over the hunting societies of Siberia and over the pastoral peoples of the
grasslands.

Russians and Empire

Ifthe empire transformed the conquered peoples, it also fundamentally changed R us-
sia itself. Within an increasingly multiethnic empire, Russians diminished as a pro-
portion of the overall population, although they remained politically dominant. Among
the growing number of non-Russians in the empire, Slavic-speaking Ukrainians
and Belorussians predominated, while the vast territories of Siberia and the steppes
. housed numerous separate peoples, but with quite small populations.?? The wealth of
empire—rich agricultural lands, valuable furs, mineral deposits— played a major role
in making Russia one of the great powers of Europe by the eighteenth century, and
it has enjoyed that position ever since. .
Unlike its expansion to the east, Russia’s westward movement occurred in the
context of military rivalries with the major powers of the region—the Ottoman
Empire, Poland, Sweden, Lithuania, Prussia, and Austria. During the late seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries, Russia acquired substantial territories in the Baltic region,
Poland, and Ukraine. This contact with. Europe also fostered an awareness of Russia’s
backwardness relative to Europe and prompted an extensive program of westerniza~ ug
tion, particulatly under the leadership of Peter the Great (r. 1689—1725). His massive
efforts included vast administrative changes, the enlargement and modernization of
Russian military forces, a new educational system for the sons of noblemen, and doz-
ens of manufacturing enterprises. Russian nobles were instructed to dress in European
styles and to shave their sacred and much-revered beards. The newly created capital i
city of St. Petersburg was to be Russia’s “window on the West”” One of Peter’s suc- )
cessors, Catherine the Great (1. 1762—1796), followed up with further efforts to Furo- 3
peanize Russian cultural and intellectual life, viewing herself as part of the European
Enlightenment. Thus Russians were the first of many peoples to measure themselves
against the West and to mount major “catch-up” efforts.

But this Buropean-oriented and Christian state had also become an Asian power,
bumping up against China, India, Persia, and the Ottoman Empire. It was on the front
lines of the encounter between Christendom and the world of Islam. This straddling
of Asia and Europe was the source of a long-standing identity problem that has
troubled educated Russians for 300 years. Was Russia a backward European country,
destined to follow the lead of more highly developed Western European societies?
Or was it different, uniquely Slavic or even Asian, shaped by its Mongol legacy and its
status as an Asian power? It is a question that Russians have not completely answered
even in the twenty-first century. Either way, the very size of that empire, bordering
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on virtually all of the great agrarian civilizations of outer Eurasia, turned Russia, like
many empires before it, into a highly militarized state,“a society organized for con-
cnuous war,” according to one scholar.™ [t also reinforced the highly autocratic char-
acter of the Russian Empire bécause such a huge state arguably required a powerful
monarchy to hold its vast domains and highly diverse peoples together.

Clearly the Russians had created an empire, similar to those of Western Europe
in terms of conquest, settlement, exploitation, religious conversion, and feelings of su-
periority. Nonetheless, the Russians had acquired their empire under different cir-
cumstances than did the Western Europeans. The Spanish and the British had con-
quered and colonized the New World, an ocean away and wholly unknown to them
before 1402.They acquired those empires only after establishing themselves as distinct
European states. The Russians, on the other hand, absorbed adjacent territories, and
they did so at the same time that a modern Russian state was taking shape. *“The
British had an empire,” wrote historian Geoffrey Hosking.“Russia was an empire.”*
Perhaps this helps explain the unique longevity of the Russian Empire. Whereas the
Spanish, Portuguese, and British colonies in the Americas long ago achieved indepen-
dence, the Russian Empire remained intact until the collapse of the Soviet Union
in 1991. So thorough was Russian colonization that Siberia and much of the steppes
remain still an integral part of the Russian state. But many internal administrative re-
i gions, which exercise a measure of autonomy, reflect the continuing presence of some
. 160 non-Russian peoples who were eatlier incorporated into the Russian Empire.
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Asian Empires

Even as West Europeans were building their empires in the Americas and the Rus-
sians across Siberia, other imperial projects were likewise under way. The Chinese
5 pushed deep into central Eurasia; Turko-Mongol invaders from Central Asia created
'+ the Mughal Empire, bringing much of Hindu South Asia within a single Muslim-
" ruled political system; and the Qttoman Empire brought Muslim rule to a largely
Christian population in southeastern Europe and Turkish rule to largely Arab popu-
lations in North Africa and the Middle East. None of these empires had the global
" reach or worldwide impact of Europe’s American colonies; they were regional rather
than global in scope. Nor did they have the same devastating and transforming im-
pact on their conquered peoples, for those peoples were not being exposed to new
diseases. Nothing remotely approaching the catastrophic population collapse of Na-
tive American peoples occurred in these Asian empires. Moreover, the process of
building these empires did not transform the imperial homeland as fundamentally
as did the wealth of the Americas and to a lesser extent Siberia for European impe-
rial powers. Nonetheless, these expanding Asian empires reflected the energies and
vitality of their respective civilizations in the early modern era, and they gave rise to
profoundly important cross-cultural encounters, with legacies that echoed for many
centuries.
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B Description

What were the major fea-
tures of Chinese empire
buitding in the early
modern era?

Making China an Empire

In the fifteenth century, China had declined an opportunity to construct a maritime
empire in the Indian Ocean, as Zheng He’s massive fleet was withdrawn and left to
wither away (see pp. 568—69). In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, however,
China built another kind of empire on its northern and western frontiers that vastly
enlarged the territorial size of the country and incorporated a number of non-Chinese
peoples. Undertaking this enormous project of imperial expansion was China’s Qing,
or Manchu, dynasty (1644~1912). (See Document 13.1, pp. 651—52, for Chinese state
building during the Qing dynasty.) Strangely enough, the Qing dynasty was itself of
foreign and nomadic origin, hailing from Manchuria, north of the Great Wall. Hav-
ing conquered China, the Qing rulers sought to maintain their ethnic distinctiveness
by forbidding intermarriage between themselves and Chinese. Nonetheless, their rul- 3
ing elites also mastered the Chinese language and Confucian teachings and used Chi- -
nese bureaucratic techniques to govern the empire. Perhaps because they were foreign- 3
ers, Qing rulers went to great lengths to reinforce traditional Confucian gender roles,
honoring men who were loyal sons, officials, and philanthropists and women who
demonstrated loyalty to their spouses by resisting rape or remaining chaste as widows.
For many centuries, the Chinese had interacted with the nomadic peoples, who
inhabited the dry and lightly populated regions now known as Mongolia, Xinjiang,
and Tibet. Trade, tribute, and warfare ensured that these ecologically and culturally
different worlds were well known to each other, quite unlike the New World “dis-
coveries” of the Europeans. Chinese authority in the area had been intermittent and
actively resisted. Then, in the early modern era, Qing dynasty China undertook an
eighty-year military effort (1680—1760) that brought these huge regions solidly under
Chinese control. It was largely security con-
cerns, rather than economic need, that moti-
vated this aggressive posture. During the late
seventeenth century, the creation of a substan~
tial state among the western Mongols, known
as the Zunghars, revived Chinese memories of
an earlier Mongol conquest. As in so many
other cases, Chinese expansion was viewed as
a defensive necessity. The eastward movement
of the Russian Empire likewise appeared po-
tentially threatening, but this danger was re-
solved diplomatically, rather than militarily, in
the Treaty of Nerchinsk (1689), which marked
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Chinese Conquests in Central Asia the boundary between Russia and China.

Painted in 1759 by an Italian Jesuit missionary and artist at the Chinese court, Although undertaken by the non-Chinese

Giuseppe Castiglione, this image portrays Machang, a warrior involved in the
westward extension of the Chinese empire. The painting was commissioned

Manchus, the Qing dynasty campaigns against

by the emperor to honor Machang's bravery in battte. (National Palace Museurn, ~ the€ Mongols marked the evolution of China

Taipei, Taiwan/Cultural Relics Press)

into 2 Central Asian empire. The Chinese, how-
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ever, have seldom thought of themselves as an imperial power. Rather they spoke of
the “unification” of the peoples of central Eurasia within a Chinese state. Nonethe-
less, historians have seen many similarities between Chinese expansion and other cases
of early modern empire building, while noting some clear differences as well.

Clearly the Qing dynasty takeover of central Eurasia was a conquest, making use
of China’s more powerful military technology and greater resources. Furthermore,
the area was ruled separately from the rest of China through a new office called the
Court of Colonial Affairs. Like other colonial powers, the Chinese made active use
of local notables—Mongol aristocrats, Muslim officials, Buddhist leaders—as they
attempted to govern the region as inexpensively as possible. Sometimes these native
officials abused their authority, demanding extra taxes or labor service from local
people and thus earning their hostility. In places, those officials imitated Chinese
ways by wearing peacock feathers, decorating their hats with gold buttons, or adopt-
ing 2 Manchu hairstyle that was much resented by many Chinese who were forced
to wear it.

More generally, however, Chinese or Qing officials did not seek to assimilate lo-
cal people into Chinese culture and showed considerable respect for the Mongolian,
Tibetan, and Muslim cultures of the region. People of noble rank, Buddhist monks,
and those associated with monasteries were excused from the taxes and labor service
required of ordinary people. Nor was the area flooded with Chinese settlers. In parts
of Mongolia, for example, Qing authorities sharply restricted the entry of Chinese
merchants and other immigrants in an effort to preserve the area as a source of re-
cruitment for the Chinese military. They feared that the “soft” and civilized Chinese
ways might erode the fighting spirit of the Mongols.

The long-term significance of this new Chinese imperial state was tremendous. It
greatly expanded the territory of China and added a small but important minority
of non-Chinese people to the empire’s vast population (see Map 13.3). The borders of
contemporary China are essentially those created during the Qing dynasty. Some of

Map13.3 China’s Qing
Dynasty Empire :
After many centuries of inter-
mittent expansion into Cen-
tral Asia, the Qing dynasty
brought this vast region firmly
within the Chinese empire.

those peoples, particularly those in Tibet and Xinjiang,
have retained their older identities and in recent de-
cades have actively sought greater autonomy or even
independence from China.

Even more important, Chinese conquests, together
with the expansion of the Russian Empire, utterly trans-
formed Central Asia. For centuries, that region had
been the cosmopolitan crossroads of Eurasia, hosting the
Silk R oad trading network, welcoming all of the major
world religions, and generating an enduring encoun-
ter between the nomads of the steppes and the farm-
ers of settled agricultural regions. Now under Russian
or Chinese rule, it became the backward and impov-
erished region known to nineteenth- and twentieth-
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W Change

How did Mughal attitudes
and policies toward Hin-
dus change from the

time of Akbar to that of
Aurangzeh?

increasingly took a backseat to oceanic trade. Indebted Mongolian nobles lost their

land to Chinese merchants, while nomads, no longer able to herd their animals freely,

fled to urban areas, where many were reduced to begging. The incorporation of in-

ner Eurasia into the Russian and Chinese empires “‘eliininated permanently as a major

actor on the historical stage the nomadic pastoralists, who had been the strongest al-
2

- . . . . . 2
ternative to settled agricultural society since the second millennium B.c.E”>° Tt was the
end of a long era.

Muslims and Hindus in the Mughal Empire

If the creation of a Chinese imperial state in the early modern era provoked a final
clash of nomadic pastoralists and settled farmers, India’s Mughal Empire hosted a
different kind of encounter——a turther phase in the long interaction of Islamic and
Hindu cultures in South Asia. That empire was the product of Central Asian war-
riors, who were Muslims in religion and Turkic in culture and who claimed descent
from: Chinggis Khan and Timur (see Chapter 11). Their brutal conquests in the six-
teenth century provided India with a rare period of relative political unity (1526-1707),
as Mughal emperors exercised a fragile control over a diverse and fragmented subcon-
tinent, which had long been divided into a bewildering variety of small states, prin-
cipalities, tribes, castes, sects, and ethnolinguistic groups.
The central division within Mughal India was religious. The ruling dynasty and
perhaps 20 percent of the population were Muslims; most of the rest practiced some
form.of Hinduism. Mughal India’s most famous emperor, Akbar (r. 1556—

1605), clearly recognized this fundamental reality and acted deliberately to
accommodate the Hindu miajority. After conquering the warrior-based and
Hindu Rajputs of northwestern India, Akbar married several of their prin-
cesses but did not require them to convert to Islam. He incorporated a sub-
stantial number of Hindus into the political-military elite of the empire and
supported the building of Hindu temples as well as mosques, palaces, and
forts. (See Document 13.2, pp. 653—53, for Mughal state building under Akbar
and his son Jahangir (jah-hahn-GEER). But Akbar acted to soften some
Hindu restrictions on women, encouraging the remarriage of widows, dis-
couraging child marriages and sati (when a widow followed her husband to
death by throwing herself on his funeral pyre), and persuading merchants to
set aside special market days for women so as to moderate their seclusion in

The Mughat Empire

the home. Nur Jahan, the twentieth and favorite wifc of Emperor Jahangir

(r. 1605—1627) was widely regarded as the power behind the throne of her

alcohol- and opium-addicted husband, giving audiences to visiting dignitaries, con-
sulting with ninisters, and even having a coin isswed in her name.

In directly religious matters, Akbar imposed a policy of toleration, deliberately

restraining the more militantly [slamic wlama (religious scholars) and removing the

special tax (jizya) on non-Muslims. He constructed a special House of Worship where
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he presided over intellectual discussion with representatives of many religions—
Muslim, Hindu, Christian, Buddhist, Jewish, Jain, and Zoroastrian. His son Jahangir
wrote proudly of his father: “He associated with the good of every race and creed
and persuasion. .. . The professors of various faiths had room in the broad expanse of
his incomparable sway."*® Akbar went so far as to create his own state cult, a religious
faith aimed at the Mughal elite, drawing on Islam, Hinduisin, and Zoroastrianism
and emphasizing loyalty to the emperor himselt. The overall style of the Mughal Em-
pire was that of a blended elite culture in which both Hindus and various Muslim
groups could feel comfortable. Thus Persian artists and writers were welcomed into
the empire, and the Hindu epic Ramayana was translated into Persian, while various
Persian classics appeared in Hindi and Sanskrit. In short, Akbar and his immediate
successors downplayed a distinctly Islamic identity for the Mughal Empire in favor of
a cosmopolitan and hybrid Indian-Persian-Turkic culture.

Such policies fostered sharp opposition among some Muslims. The philosopher
Shayk Ahmad Sirhindi (1564—1624), claiming to be a “renewer” of authentic Islam in
his time, strongly objected to this cultural synthesis. The worship of saints, the sacri-
fice of animals, and support for Hindu religious festivals all represented impure in-
trusions of Suft Islam or Hinduism that needed to be rooted out. In Sirhindi’s view,
it was primarily women who had introduced these deviations: “Because of their ut-
ter stupidity women pray to stones and idols and ask for their help. This practice is
common, especially when small pox strikes, and there is hardly a woman who is not
involved in this polytheistic practice. Women participate in the holidays of Hindus
and Jews. They celebrate Diwali [a major Hindu festival] and send their sisters and
daughters presents similar to those exchanged by the intidels””?’ It was therefore the
duty of Muslim rulers to impose the sharia (Islamic law), to enforce the jizya, and to
remove non-Muslims from high office. :

This strain of Muslim thinking found a champion in the emperor Aurangzeb
(ow-rang~-ZEHB) (r. 1658—1707), who reversed Akbar’s policy of accommodation
and sought to impose Islamic supremacy. While Akbar had discouraged the Hindu
practice of sati, Aurangzeg forbade it outright. Music and dance were now banned
at court, and previously tolerated vices such as gambling, drinking, prostitution, and
narcotics were actively suppressed. Dancing girls were ordered to get married or leave
the empire altogether. Some Hindu temples were destroyed, and the jizya was reim-
posed. “Censors of public morals,” posted to large cities, enforced Islamic law.

Aurangzeb’s religious policies, combined with intolerable demands for taxes to
support his many wars of expansion, antagonized Hindus and prompted various move-
ments of opposition to the Mughals. “Your subjects are trampled underfoot,” wrote
one anonymous protester. “Every province of your empire is impoverished. ... God
is the God of all mankind, not the God of Mussalmans [Muslims] alone”*® These
opposition movements, some of them self-consciously Hindu, fatally fractured the
Mughal Empire, especially after Aurangzeb’s death in 1707, and opened the way for
a British takeover in the second half of the eighteenth century.

643
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A9

M Significance

In what ways was the
Ottoman Empire impor-
tant for Europe in the
early modern era?

Thus the Mughal Empire was the site of a highly significant encounter between
two of the world’s great religious traditions. It began with an experiment in multi-
cultural empire building and ended in growing antagonism between Hindus and Mus-
lims. In the centuries that followed, both elements of the Mughal experience would
be repeated.

Muslims and Christians in the Ottoman Empire

Like the Mughal state, the Ottoman Empire was also the creation of Turkic warrior
groups, whose aggressive raiding of agricultural civilization was now legitimized in
Islamic terms. Beginning around 1300 from a base area in northwestern Anatolia, these
Ottoman Turks over the next three centuries swept over much of the Middle East,
North Africa, and southeastern Europe to create the Islamic world’s most significant
empire (see Map 13.4). During those centuries, the Ottoman state was transformed
from a small frontier principality to a prosperous, powerful, cosmopolitan empire, heir
to both the Byzantine Empire and to leadership within the Islamic world. Its sultan
combined the roles of a Turkic warrior prince, 2 Muslim caliph, and a conquering
emperor, bearing the “strong sword of Islam” and serving as chief defender of the faith.

Gaining such an empire transformed Turkish social life as well. The relative in-
dependence of Central Asian pastoral women, their open association with men, and
their political influence in society all diminished as the Turks adopted Islam and
acquired an empire in the heartland of ancient and patriarchal Mediterranean civili-
zations. Now elite Turkish women found themselves secluded and often veiled; slave
women from the Caucasus mountains and the Sudan grew more numerous; official
imperial censuses did not count women; and orthodox Muslim reformers sought to
restrict women’s religious gatherings,

And yet within the new constraints of a settled Islamnic empire, Turkish women
retained something of the social power they had enjoyed in pastoral societies. From
around 1550 to 1650, women of the royal court had such an influence in political mat-
ters that their critics referred to the “sultanate of women.” Islamic law permitted women
important property rights, which enabled some to become quite wealthy, endowing
religious and charitable institutions. Many women actively used the Ottoman courts to
protect their legal rights in matters of marriage, divorce, and inheritance, sometimes
representing themselves or acting as agents for female relatives. In 1717, the wife of an
English ambassador to the Ottoman Empire compared the lives of Turkish and Euro-
pean women, declaring “’tis very easy to see that they have more liberty than we have”®

Within the Islamic world, the Ottoman Empire represented the growing promi-
nence of Turkic people, for their empire now incorporated a large number of Arabs,
among whom the religion had been born. The responsibility and the prestige of pro-
tecting Mecca, Medina, and Jerusalem—the holy cities of Islam—now fell to the
Ottoman Empire. A century-long conflict (1534—1639) between the Ottoman Em-
pire, espousing the Sunni version of Islam, and the Persian Safavid Empire, holding
fast to the Shia form of the faith, expressed a deep and enduring division within the
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Islamic world. Nonetheless, Persian culture, especially its poetry, painting, and tradi- Map13.4
tions of tmperial splendor, occupied a prominent position among the Ottoman elite. ;ri 0}:?‘0;"3"_ impirhe .
. . . . its high point in the mid-
The Ottoman Empire, hkel its Mughal counterpart, Was‘the site of 2 highly signifi- .~ & century, the Otto-
cant cross-cultural encounter in the early modern era, adding yet another chapterto  man Empire encompassed

the long-running story of interaction between the Islamic world and Christendom. As @ va;g{iiversity of peoples;
) . - . straddled Europe, Africa, and
the Ottoman Empire expanded across Anatolia, its mostly Christian population con- Asta: and battled both the

verted in large numbers to Islam as the Byzantine state visibly weakened and large  austrian and Safavid empires.
numbers of Turks settled in the region. By 1500, some 9o percent of Anatolia’s in-
habitants were Muslims and Turkic speakers. The climax of this Turkic assault on
the Christian world of Byzantium occurred in 1453, when Constantinople fell to
the invaders, Renamed Istanbul, that splendid Christian city became the capital of the
Ottoman Empire, Byzantium, heir to the glory of Rome and the guardian of Ortho-
dox Christianity, was no more.
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In the empire’s southeastern European domains, known as the Balkans, the O¢-
toman encounter with Christian peoples unfolded quite differently than it had in
Anatolia. In the Balkans, Muslims ruled over a large Christian population, but the
scarcity of Turkish settlers and the willingness of the Ottoman authorities to accom-
modate the region’s Christian churches led to far fewer conversions, By the early six-
teenth century, only about 19 percent of the area’s people were Muslims, and 81 per-
cent were Christians. :

Many of these Christians had welcomed Ottoman congquest because taxes were
lighter and oppression less pronounced than under their former Christian rulers.
Christian communities such as the Eastern Orthodox and Armenian churches were
granted considerable autonomy in regulating their internal social, religious, educa-
tional, and charitable affairs. Nonetheless, many Christian and Jewish women appealed
legal cases dealing with marriage and inheritance to Muslim courts, where their prop-
erty rights were greater. A substantial number of Christian men— Balkan landlords,
Greek merchants, government officials, and high-ranking clergy —became part of the
Ottoman elite, without converting to Islam. Jewish refugees, fleeing Christian perse-
cution in a Spain recently “liberated” from Islamic rule, likewise found greater oppor-
tunity in the Ottoman Empire, where they became prominent in trade and banking
circles. In these ways, Ottoman dealings with the Christian and Jewish populations
of their empire broadly resembled Akbar’s policies toward the Hindu majority of Mu-
ghal India.

In another way, however, Turkish rule bore heavily on Christians. Through a
process known as the devshirme (dehv-SHEER-may) (the collecting or gathering),
Balkan Christian communities were required to hand over a quota of young boys,
who were then removed from their families, required to learn Turkish, usually con-
verted to Islam, and trained for either civil administration or military service in elite
Janissary units. Although it was a terrible blow for families who lost their children,
the devshirme also represented a means of upward mobility within the Ottoman Em-
pire. Nonetheless, this social gain occurred at a high price.

Even though Ottoman authorities were relatively tolerant toward Christians
within their borders, the empire itself represented an enormous threat to Christen-
dom generally. The seizure of Constantinople, the conquest of the Balkans, Otto-
man naval power in the Mediterranean, and the siege of Vienna in 1529 and again
in 1683 raised anew “the specter of a Muslim takeover of all of Europe® (See Docu-
ment 13.3, pp. 655—57.) One European ambassador reported fearfully in 1555 from
the court of the Turkish ruler Suleiman:

He tramples the soil of Hungary with 200,000 horses, he is at the very gates of
Austria, threatens the rest of Germany, and brings in his train-all the nations that
extend from our borders to those of Persia.®! -

Indeed, the “terror of the Turk” inspired fear across much of Europe and placed
Christendom on the defensive, even as Europeans were expanding aggressively
across the Atlantic and into the Indian Ocean.
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But the Ottoman encounter with Christian Europe spawned admiration and co-
operation as well as fear and trembling. Italian Renaissance artists portrayed the
splendor of the Islamic world. (See Visual Sources for Chapter 12, pp. 600-09.) The
sixteenth-century French philosopher Jean Bodin praised the religious tolerance of
the Ottoman sultan in contrast to Christian intolerance: “The King of the Turks who
rules over a great part of Europe safeguards the rites of religion as well as any prince
in this world. Yet he constrains no-one, but on the contrary permits everyone to live

as his conscience dictates.”** The French government on occasion found it useful to

ally with the Ottoman Empire against their common enemy of Habsburg Austria,
while European merchants willingly violated a papal ban on selling firearms to the
Turks. Cultural encounter involved more than conflict.

“N—4~ Reflections: The Centrality of
Context in World History
World history is, to put it mildly, a big subject. To teachers and students alike, it can

easily seem overwhelming in its detail. And yet the central task of world history is not
the inclusion of endless facts or particular cases. It is rather to establish contexts or

The Ottoman Siege of
Vienna, 1683

In this late-seventeenth-
century painting by the
Flemish artist Frans Geffels,
the last Ottoman incursion
into the Austrian Empire was
pushed back with French
and Polish help, marking the
end of a serious Muslim
threat to Christian Eurape.
(Erich Lessing/Art Resaurce, NY)
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frameworks within which carefully selected facts and cases take on new meaning, In
world history, every event, every process, every historical figure, every culture, society,
or civilization gains significance from its incorporation into some larger context or
framework. Contextual thinking is central to world history.

The broad outlines of European colonization in the Americas are familiar to most
American and Buropean students. And yet, when that story is set in the context of
other empire-building projects of the early modern era, it takes on new and different
meanings. Such a context helps to counter any remaining Eurocentrism in our think-
ing about the past by reminding us that Western Burope was not the only center of
vitality and expansion and that the interaction of culturally different peoples, so char-
acteristic of the modern age, derived from multiple sources. How often do we notice
that a European Christendom creating empires across the Atlantic was also the victim
of Ottoman imperial expansion in the Balkans?

This kind of contextualizing also allows us to see more clearly the distinctive
features of European empires as we view them in the mirror of other imperial cre-
ations. The Chinese, Mughal, and Ottoman empires continued older patterns of
historical development, while those of Europe represented something wholly new
in buman history—an interacting Atlantic world of Europe, Africa, and the Ameri-
cas. Furthermore, the European empires had a far greater impact on the peoples
they incorporated than did other empires. Nowhere else did empire building gener-
ate such a catastrophic population collapse as in the Americas. Nor did Asian em-
pires foster the kind of slave-based societies and transcontinental trade in slaves that
were among the chief outcomes of Europe’s American colonies. Finally, Europe was
enriched and transformed by its American possessions far more than China and the
Ottomans were by their territorial acquisitions. Europeans gained enormous new bio-
logical resources from their empires— corn, potatoes, tomatoes, chocolate, tobacco,
timber, and much more-—as well as enormous wealth in the form of gold, silver,
and land.

Should we need a motto for world history, consider this one: in world history,
nothing stands alone; context is everything.
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Sccond Thoughts

What’s the Significance?

Cortés, 621 plantation complex, 630-33 Mughal Empire, 642-44
the great dying, 622—24 mulattoes, 632 Akbar, 642—43

Dofia Marina, 622~23 settler colonies, 63335 Aurangzeb, 643
Columbian exchange, 62426 Siberia, 635-38 Ottoman Empire, 644-47
peninsulares, 62728 yasak, 637 Constantinople, 1453, 645

mestizo, 628-29 Qing dynasty empire, 640—42 devshirme, 646
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Big Picture Questions

1. The experience of empire for conquered peoples was broadly similar whoever their rulers
were. Does the material of this chapter support or challenge this idea?

In thinking about the similarities and differences among the empires of the early modern
era, what categories of comparison might be most useful to consider?

Have a took at the maps in this chapter with an eye to the areas of the world that were not
incorporated in a major empire. Pick one or more of them and do a little research as to what
was happening there in the early modern era. _

Looking Back: Compared to the world of the fifteenth century, what new patterns of
development are visible in the empire-building projects of the centuries that followed?

Next Steps: For Further Study For Web sites and additional
documents related to this

Jane Burbank and Frederick Cooper, Empires in World History (2010). Chapters 5-7 of this recent chapter, see Male History at
work describe and compare the empires of the early modern world, bedfordstmartins.com
Jorge Canizares-Esguerra and Erik R. Seeman, eds., The Atlantic in Global History (2007). A collection  /highschool/strayer.
of essays that treats the Atlantic basin as a single interacting region.
Alfred W, Crosby, The Columbian Voyages, the Columbian Exchange, and Their Historians (1987).
A brief and classic account of changing understandings of Columbus and his global impact.
John Kicza, Resilient Cultures: America’s Native Peoples Confront European Colonization,
1500-1800 (2003}, An account of European colonization in the Americas that casts the native
peoples as active agents rather than passive victims. -
Charles C. Mann, 1493: Uncovering the New World Columbus Created (2011). A global account of
the Columbian Exchange that presents contemporary scholarship in a very accessible fashion.
Peter Perdue, China Marches West: The Qing Conquest of Central Eurasia (2005). Describes the
process of China becaming an empire as it incorporated the non-Chinese people of Central Asia.
Witlard Suthertand, Taming the Wild Fields: Colonization and Empire on the Russian Steppe
(2004). An up-to-date account of Russian expansion in the steppes.
“1492: An Ongoing Vayage,” http://www.ibiblio.org/expo/1492.exhibit/Intro.html. An interactive )
Web site based on an exhibit from the Library of Congress that provides a rich context for ’
exploring the meaning of Columbus and his voyages.
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