




















































Appendix A 
 
Electrical Assessments 
 
Overview 
 

In late 2011 visual assessments of classroom and support facilities were conducted by an 
electrical engineer to review existing conditions as they relate to the existing electrical and 
data systems. These assessments were based on a review of existing materials, systems, age 
and general conditions of the facilities. It is expected that a more extensive review will take 
place as part of the programming and preliminary design phase of each project. These 
preliminary findings were recorded and follow. 
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APPLE BLOSSOM SCHOOL 

ELECTRICAL SERVICE 

1. The original electrical service was replaced in 2004.  Service is rated at 2000 Amp 120/208 Volt 
3 Phase 4 Wire.  Spaces in the switchboard are available and service capacity appears adequate. 

DATA SYSTEM 

1. With the exception of the office building, it appears that all copper data wiring is Category 5 or in 
some cases Category 3.  Fiber distribution etc. appears adequate. 

CATV SYSTEM 

The campus does not have a cable TV system. 

SECURITY SYSTEM 

A Radionics security system has been provided in selected areas including office and cafeteria. 

TELEPHONE SYSTEM 

The telephone system was upgraded in 2004.  System appears to function properly. 

LIGHTING 

With the exception of the office, gymnasium and several classrooms, all interior lighting appears original 
1958 through 1967. 

FIRE ALARM SYTEM 

System was upgraded in 2004 with an addressable Notifier system.  During modernization the system in 
the office and gymnasium was upgraded to current codes.  The remainder of the campus does not comply 
with current SB575 standards, 

MASTER CLOCK/BELL SYSTEM 

The system appears to function properly 

INTERCOM SYSTEM 

Campus is served with a Bogen Intercom System.  System appears to function properly. 

We suggest the following upgrade priorities: 

1. Upgrade the existing Life-Safety Fire Alarm system to current standards.  Install smoke detectors 
in all rooms below ceilings and heat detectors above ceilings.  Strobe and horn/strobes should be 
installed in areas per DSA standards.  The complete system should comply with SB575 standards. 

2. Replace existing fluorescent lighting fixtures with low energy fluorescent fixtures with T8 lamps 
and electronic ballasts.  Replace existing incandescent fixtures with compact fluorescent type 
fixtures.  Switching and motion sensors should be provided per Title 24 requirements.  In 
addition, lighting levels should be provided per current standards. 
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3. Connect master clock bell system to intercom system for class pass functions. 

4. Replace all Category 3 and 5 data cables and jacks with Category 6 system.  Replace all patch 
panels and patch cords, etc. with Category 6 equipment. 
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TWIN HILLS SCHOOL 

ELECTRICAL SERVICE 

1. The electrical service is rated at 1200 Amp 120/208 Volt 3 Phase 4 Wire.  Spaces in the 
switchboard are available, and service capacity appears adequate. 

DATA SYSTEM 

All copper data wiring, patch panels, etc. appears to be Category 5.  Fiber distribution cable from main 
distribution frame (MDF) to IDF’s appears adequate. 

CATV SYSTEM 

Selected rooms have cable TV system. 

SECURITY SYSTEM 

The office and approximately 50% of classrooms are protected with a security system. 

TELEPHONE SYSTEM 

The telephone system was installed in 1998 and appears to be functioning properly. 

FIRE ALARM SYSTEM 

The system is protected with a Notifier addressable fire alarm system.  Approximately 50% of campus 
has been upgraded during modernizations and comply and to current codes.  The remainder of the campus 
does not comply with current SB575 standards. 

MASTER CLOCK/BELL SYSTEM 

The system has recently been upgraded and appears to function properly. 

INTERCOM SYSTEM 

The system appears to function properly. 

LIGHTING 

With the exception of six classrooms, all interior fluorescent lighting has been replaced with energy 
efficient fluorescent fixtures with T8 lamps and electronic ballasts. 

We suggest the following upgrade priorities: 

1. Upgrade the existing Life-Safety Fire Alarm system to current standards.  Install smoke detectors 
in all rooms below ceilings and heat detectors above ceilings.  Strobe and horn/strobes should be 
installed in areas per DSA standards.  The complete system should comply with SB575 standards. 
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2. Replace existing fluorescent lighting in six classrooms with low energy fluorescent fixtures with 
T8 lamps and electronic ballasts.  Switching and motion sensors should be provided per Title 24 
requirements.  

3. Upgrade existing data system to Category 6 standards.  Replace all copper wiring, patch panels, 
switches, etc. with equipment to conform with Category 6 standards.  It appears that the fiber 
backbone may be reused. 
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ORCHARD SCHOOL 

ELECTRICAL SERVICE 

1. The electrical service is rated at 600 Amp 120/208 Volt 3 Phase 4 Wire and fed form the main 
switchboard at Apple Blossom School.  Service capacity appears adequate. 

DATA SYSTEM 

Data System is fed from the main distribution frame (MDF) at Apple Blossom School with fiber cable 
and appears adequate.  All copper data wiring is Category 5  

CATV SYSTEM 

The campus does not have a cable TV system. 

SECURITY SYSTEM 

The office and approximately 90% of classrooms are protected with a Honeywell security system. 

TELEPHONE SYSTEM 

The system was not functioning during site walk-through. 

FIRE ALARM SYSTEM 

The system was upgraded in 2004 and complies with current code. 

MASTER CLOCK/BELL SYSTEM 

The campus does not have a master clock system. 

INTERCOM SYSTEM 

System is new and functions properly. 

LIGHTING 

With the exception of two classrooms, all lighting has been upgraded to current standards. 

We suggest the following upgrade priorities: 

1. Replace telephone system. 

2. Replace all Category 3 and 5 data cables and jacks with Category 6 system.  Replace all patch 
panels and patch cords, etc. with Category 6 equipment. 

3. Replace existing fluorescent lighting in two classrooms with low energy fluorescent fixtures with 
T8 lamps and electronic ballasts.  Switching and motion sensors should be provided per Title 24 
requirements. 



 

Appendix B 
 
Structural Assessments 
 
Overview 
 

In late 2011 visual assessments of classroom and support facilities were conducted by a 
structural engineer to review existing conditions as they relate to the structural condition and 
integrity of existing buildings on each site. These assessments were based on a review of 
existing materials, systems, method of construction, age and general conditions of the 
facilities. It is expected that a more extensive analysis will take place as part of the 
programming and preliminary design phase of each project. Initial findings are as follows. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



430 E Street • Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
Phone: (707) 284-3641 • fax: (707) 284-3646 
web: www.s-d-g.net • email: sdg@s-d-g.net 

November 28, 2011 
 
 
Alexis Persinger  
Persinger Architects  
5875 Ross Branch Road 
Sebastopol, CA  95472 
 
 
RE: Twin Hills Union School District 
 Structural Observation  
 700 Watertrough Road, Sebastopol, CA 
 
 
On January 21, a site visit was performed to observe the exterior of the site-built structures at Apple Blossom, 
Orchard View, and Twin Hills schools.  The purpose of our visit was to identify readily apparent potential 
structural deficiencies based on current structural design practice and current Building Code requirements. This 
report assumes that all site-built wood framed structures have been constructed using plywood roof and wall 
sheathing and that the design of all structures has been reviewed and approved by the Department of State 
Architect (DSA).   All conclusions herein are based on visual observation only.  Structural calculations were not 
performed. 
 
Apple Blossom School (Reference SK-1)  
 
Apple Blossom School is comprised of both site-built and modular buildings.  The site-built structures are all one 
story buildings of wood framed construction.  Lateral resistance to wind and earthquake loads is provided by 
wood shear walls.  The type of light, wood frame construction utilized in the buildings on campus has historically 
performed well in earthquakes.    
 
With the exception of buildings designated A and B on SK-1, the number of solid wall panels available to resist 
lateral loads appears to be adequately proportioned relative to the number of window/door openings on each side 
of the buildings on campus.  The presence of solid wall panels on all sides of the buildings allow for an even 
distribution of lateral forces to the shear walls and minimize the amount of lateral drift/deflection that the 
buildings would otherwise experience.   
 
The north and south walls of buildings A and B are void of solid wall panels as shown in SK-2 and SK-3.  The 
absence of shear walls on the two ends of these buildings makes the structures susceptible to excessive lateral 
drift/deflection at these two wall lines during an earthquake.  Excessive cyclic drift/deflection under lateral 
earthquake loads could break the window glazing leading to a potential life safety hazard. 
 
The 2010 California Building Code allows buildings with “open” fronts provided the roof diaphragm is 
engineered to transmit lateral forces by rotation to the remaining shear walls and provided that Code 
drift/deflection limits are met.  It is unlikely that these buildings, believed to be constructed in the 1960’s, meet 
the required drift/deflection criteria. 
 
It is therefore recommended that the window openings at the low ends of the saw-tooth roof be infilled with 
plywood panels and retrofitted with holdown devices into the foundation as required to meet current Code 
requirements. A more expensive option, which would allow the windows to remain, is to install a steel “moment” 
frame within the wall line or behind the windows.   
 
  

Richard D. Burris, SE
Larry H. Dunn, SE

Brian D. Hartley, SE



Twin Hills Union School District - Structural Observation 
Page 2 
 
Orchard View School (Reference SK-1)  
 
Orchard View school consists primarily of modular buildings.  The only site-built structure on this campus is the 
wood framed canopy over the outdoor eating area designated as structure C on SK-1.  The canopy is open on all 
sides and appears to be of relatively new construction.  Lateral resistance to wind and earthquake loads is 
provided by cantilevered wood posts and 2x diagonal knee braces.  Roof framing consists of 2x rafters spanning 
to 4x support beams.  The rafters cantilever approximately 6 feet beyond the support beam on one side of the 
structure.  Reference SK-4. 
 
Long standing provisions of the California Building Code require canopy roofs be designed to resist the effects of 
wind uplift. The existing toe-nailed rafter-to-beam connections do not appear capable of resisting the required 
uplift forces, particularly at the cantilevered eave condition.  Similarly, the existing beam-to-post connections 
appear deficient in this regard.  
 
The canopy roof does not incorporate a plywood sheathed diaphragm.  Plywood roof sheathing is normally used 
to transmit lateral forces to the lines of diagonal knee braces.  However, it may be possible that the metal deck 
roofing material on the canopy has been used in lieu of plywood or that lateral loads are transmitted to the 
diagonal bracing by other methods.   
 
In light of the apparent deficiencies, it is recommended that the existing construction be compared to the original 
design documents approved by the Department of State Architect’s office and any missing hardware at 
connections be installed.  In the event that the structure has been constructed according to plans, the original 
engineer for this structure should be contacted regarding compliance with the potential deficiencies described 
above. 
 
Twin Hills School (Reference SK-5)  
 
Twin Hills School consists of a combination of site-built and modular buildings.  The site-built structures are of 
light frame wood construction similar to those at Apple Blossom School.  The number of solid wall panels 
available to resist lateral loads appears to be adequately proportioned relative to the number of window/door 
openings on each side of the buildings on campus.   
 
 A wood framed storage shed, designated building D on SK-5, has been constructed adjacent to a sloping grade.  
The soil on the northwest side of the structure has eroded downslope, away from the building, exposing the 
foundation.  However, no signs of differential settlement were observed during our visit.  To minimize further 
erosion and the potential for distress to the building’s foundation, it is recommended that downspouts along the 
northwest wall be routed to drain away from the building.     
 
 
 If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call.   
 
Sincerely, 
Structural Design Group, Inc. 

 
Richard Burris, SE 
Principal 



 

SK-1 
Apple Blossom & Orchard View Schools 

 

SK-2 



 

SK-3 
Bldg. B - South Wall (Bldg. A similar) 

 

SK-4 
Bldg. B - North Wall (Bldg. A similar) 



 

SK-5 



 

SK-6 



 

Appendix C 
 
Mechanical Assessments 
 
Overview 
 

In late 2011 assessments of classroom and support facilities were conducted by a mechanical 
engineer to review existing conditions as they relate to the existing mechanical systems in 
place at the three campuses. These assessments were based on a review of existing systems, 
age and general conditions of the facilities. It is expected that a more extensive review will 
take place as part of the programming and preliminary design phase of each project.  These 
reports follow. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 









 

Appendix D 

Civil Assessments 
 
Overview 
 

In late 2011 a site visit was made to each school by a civil engineer to review existing site 
conditions as they relate to ADA compliance, and various other civil concerns. These 
assessments were based on a review of existing conditions of the facilities. It is expected that 
a more extensive review will take place as part of the programming and preliminary design 
phase of each project.  Reports with the findings follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 











































 

Appendix E 
 
Landscaping Assessments 
 
Overview 
 

In late 2011 visual assessments of the three campuses was conducted by landscape designer 
to review existing conditions as they relate to the both hard‐scapes and soft‐scapes at each 
site. These assessments were based on a review of existing plantings and landscape elements. 
The following materials are suggestions for more thoughtful landscaped campuses. 
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Rhamnus  califronica ‘Mound St. Bruno’ 

Ribes speciosum- Flowering Gooseberry 

Miscanthus  transmorrisinensis 

Twin Hills Middle School 

Frontage and Parking Lot Planters 

Polystichum munitum- Western Sword Fern 

Correa pulchella-Australian Fuschia 

Loropetalum chinense 

Abelia g.‘Edward Goucher- Glossy Abelia 

Sentient Landscape, Inc. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ribes sanguineum-Flowering Currant 

Twin Hills Middle School 

Frontage and Parking Lot Planters 

Ceanothus Anchor Bay 
Baccharis ‘Pigeon Point’ 

Carpenteria californica-  

Bush Anemone 

Festuca mareii 

 Heuchera  

‘Palace Purple’ 
Calmagrostis ‘Karl Foester’ 

Mimulus aurantiacus- 

Sticky Monkey Flower  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Twin Hills Middle School 

Frontage and Parking Lot Planters 

Arctostaphylos ‘Emerald Carpet’ 

Thymus sp.-Thyme 

Phlomis lanata- Jerusalem Sage 

Arbutus Marina- Strawberry Tree 



 

Twin Hills Before 

 

Twin Hills After 



 

Sentient Landscape, Inc. 
 

Site Landscape Existing Conditions, Design and Improvement Ideas 
Orchard View School 

 
The following is a general outline of Orchard View School existing site areas: 
1. Classroom and administration courtyard 
2. Play areas 
3. Other areas 
4. Garden at lower campus 
 
Classroom and Administration Courtyard  
The Orchard View School upper campus simple site layout orients classrooms, offices, and the school front 
entry around a central grassy courtyard with perimeter pathway. The grass is level and well positioned for 
classroom and mixed use activities.  A beneficial insectory planter currently showing off its winter flower 
display separates this core area from the entry parking along with a recently installed PV array canopy.  Also 
adjacent to the grassy courtyard are two outdoor work and gathering spaces with picnic tables and gravel 
mulch, one of which is completely covered and the other partially shaded by a recently installed PV array.  
Wooden design elements are predominant in the courtyard landscape including raised wooden planter boxes 
some of which are tied into bench seating, trellising, and classroom entries.   
 
A shaded grassy area could be created by adding a cluster of small scale shade trees to the south end of the 
grassy courtyard without impeding the solar access of existing PV panels.  Adding trellising or PV canopies at 
the south end of the sports field might be beneficial. 
 
 
Passive climate control with shade trees and foundation shrubs 
would reduce the heat gain of currently exposed west and 
south facing glazing and walls.  Of note are the structure in the 
northeast corner of the upper campus and the large expanse of 
south facing walls on the north side of the sports field.  Shade 
trees would provide comfortable spectator seating. 
                                  
 
 
        
   
        Passive Climate Control for West Facing Glazing   

 
The entry insectory planter is a focal point and a buffer planting.  
Though beautiful in its present form, it will require ongoing pruning 
and or some fastening to the fence in order to keep the path clear.  
Alternatively the pathway at the north end of the courtyard could be 
widened to better accommodate the mature form of the existing 
planting or some of the larger species could be transplanted to 
another campus location.   
 
 
 
 

Entry Insectory Planter 
 
The wooden landscape elements including the wood fence are currently in good condition, not showing signs 
of deterioration.  The raised box plantings are primarily drought tolerant exotics watered with drip irrigation.   
Many planters require planting and could be filled in or upgraded to include more natives, bird and butterfly 
plants, etc.   Many of the boxes could be filled with more compost and soil to better support trees and 
perennials.  Raised planter boxes will require a minimum annual soil feeding regime.  Wood with soil contact 
and moisture has an approximate 15 year lifespan.  Ultimately in-ground planters require less maintenance, 
improve the health of trees, large perennials, and vines and should be considered whenever appropriate.  
Climate control for an exposed section of the west facing courtyard classrooms/ offices with glazing would 
greatly benefit from deciduous shade via trees or trellising. 



 

 
There are available planting areas around the building perimeter that are currently undeveloped and if planted 
with drought tolerant, low maintenance foundation plantings, would significantly soften the infrastructure and 
make the overall environment more inviting. One notable undeveloped area at the east end of the entry 
parking could be landscaped to enhance the driveway entry experience picking up the lower driveway native 
based woodland planting concept.  (see proposed landscape sketch.) 
 
Gravel mulch, at the PV array installations and the connection between the grass courtyard and the sports 
fields needs to be amended by 2-3” or more, especially in areas of poor drainage.  Some downspouts could be 
re-directed to improve drainage. 
 

 The development of proposed classroom courtyard space 
adjacent to the central grassy area could feature a flow through 
rainwater garden that accumulated water from classroom roofs 
and let it flow over a sculpture, celebrating this under-recognized 
and precious resource.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Areas needing amended mulch 
 
Play Areas 
Orchard View shares the Apple Blossom sports fields, asphalt sport courts, and new play structure to the 
south of the classroom courtyard.  Additional parking make up the remainder of the southern half of the upper 
school terrace.  The flow from the Orchard View grassy courtyard and classrooms to the sports field seems 
somewhat constricted.  This condition could be alleviated by installing a large gate in the wood fence that 
currently separates these two areas.  
 
The classroom walls at the north side of the sports fields are completely exposed to southern exposure.  A 
planting border including some shade trees and a ball repellent mix of habitat shrubs and perennials would 
benefit climate and sound control in these classrooms and supplement the sports fields with functional 
landscape interest. This border planting would reduce energy expenses and provide a comfortable spectator 
seating area if benches were incorporated. 
 

Large conifers shade the west slope of the campus above 
the upper driveway.  This area potentially provides an ideal 
setting for an obstacle/ ropes course including slack lines 
and other personal and team challenges and is well located 
with its adjacency to the sports fields. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Possible location for Obstacle/ Ropes Course 
 
In the current layout, OVS includes a garden area on the western side of the core structures.  This garden 
area incorporates a small orchard planting, raised beds and other planting areas.  It has excellent exposure 
and potential as a productive and dynamic permaculture garden. Given its proximity to the OVS classroom, it 
is well located and if this location is not available with future infrastructural expansion plans, another similar 
site location would be a benefit.   
 
  



 

Other Areas 
Orchard View School also includes the fenced garden and outdoor classroom on the lower campus.  Despite 
its somewhat prominent position at the entry of the Apple Blossom campus, the garden is fairly discreet.  The 
area includes a wooden fence with border planting, raised wooden garden beds, storage building, low tech 
green house, picnic tables and a shaded straw bale gathering area. This garden seems to both reflect and 
accommodate the involvement of children and in a relatively small space affords a wide range of use areas 
and microclimates.  Plantings in the lower garden can be supplemented with a perennial based mix of drought 
tolerant edibles, medicinals and teas, fiber, habitat, and otherwise functional plants.  Pathways and perennial 
planters could be sheet mulched to reduce weed maintenance and mowing.  Structure may need to be 
replaced. 
 
Irrigation 
We recommend assessing all the irrigation components for the campus and upgrading to maximize water 
efficiency including weather sensitive controllers, upgrading sprinklers to rotators whenever feasible, and drip 
irrigation for all landscape and garden plantings.  We also recommend replacing all above ground anti-syphon 
valves with in ground minimum 1” globe valves.   
 
 



 

Orchard View Before 

 

Orchard View After 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Sentient Landscape, Inc. 
12.05.11 
 
 
Twin Hills School Budget Items for Planning 
 

Planting/ soil supplement and renovation, drip lines 
Phase 1 (5 year plan) 

Rainwater sculpture garden 
Retaining walls/ seat walls 

Pressure treated walls older than 10 years 
Failing walls or wooden landscape borders due to rot or root intrusion 

Failing flatwork and steps 
Rainwater gardens / bioswales 
Production gardens and orchard 
Outdoor classroom 
Irrigation upgrade 
 

Planting/ soil supplement maintenance 
Phase 2 (10 year plan) 

Retaining walls/ seat walls 
Pressure treated walls currently older than 5 years 

Flatwork maintenance 
Terraced seat wall bleacher seating for sports fields 
 
 
Apple Blossom School Budget Items for Planning 
 

Planting/ soil supplement and renovation, drip lines 
Phase 1 (5 year plan) 

Retaining walls 
Pressure treated walls older than 10 years 
Failing walls or wooden landscape borders due to rot or root intrusion 

Rainwater gardens / bio-swales 
Irrigation upgrade 
Sport court bench 
Failing cement slope ramps and curbs 
 

Planting/ soil supplement maintenance 
Phase 2 (10 year plan) 

Raised or in-ground entry planters 
Outdoor classroom 
Flatwork maintenance 
Creek-side interpretive trail 
Arcing seat wall for outdoor performance space 
 
 
Orchard View School Budget Items for Planning 
 

Planting/ soil supplement and renovation, drip lines 
Phase 1  (5 year plan) 

Courtyard rainwater garden and sculpture 
Drainage upgrade 
Irrigation upgrade 
 

Planting/ soil supplement maintenance 
Phase 2 (10 year plan) 

Raised or in-ground entry planters 
Outdoor classroom 
Flatwork maintenance 
 



 

Appendix F 
 
Community Meeting Input Materials 
Teacher & Staff Surveys 
 
Overview 
 

In fall of 2011 a survey was handed out to both teachers and staff at Twin Hills Charter Middle 
School and Apple Blossom Elementary.  The collected responses have been collated into one 
survey per school with responses. It is expected that these comments will be incorporated 
during the modernization projects and will take part in the programming and preliminary 
design phase of these projects.  These general questionnaires were distributed throughout 
the District with results as follows. 
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 5875 Ross Branch Rd.     Apple Blossom Facilities Questionnaire 
 Sebastopol, CA 95472 
 Phone: 707.887-0700 
 F a x :  7 0 7 . 8 8 7 - 0 7 7 8  
 
 persingerarchitects.com  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A. The Vision:  Tell us a little about what you would like to see the Master Plan accomplish.  “Big 
Picture” things like “improved technology” or “warm and welcoming feeling”, “meeting spaces”, 
“media-library”, etc.   

- School wide clock system/bells for dismissal, etc. 
- We need a private comfortable place to meet with other teachers, school personnel, 

and parents. A place with computer access, white boards, tables, chairs etc. 
- The Library needs a makeover; more books, more inviting, and more exciting for the 

students to visit. 
- Improved Technology 
- Maintain School’s neat and welcoming feeling; preserve open/garden spaces as part 

of a “healing” environment. 
- Preserve large play areas for kids. 
- Expanded Library and Media Center 
- We need more books added to the Library and also computer based research space. 
- No Media Library. We need more technology in the classroom. T.V, projector, laptops, 

or ipads. 
- Document cameras for every classroom. These are great tools for reading. 

Transparencies are bulky. 
- Update Rooms#25-#29 
- Media library and sound technology lab 
- Meeting spaces would be nice to have 
- Teachers need a private space/lounge  

B. What are some of the nicest qualities of the school now, qualities that we want to maintain. 

- Garden 
- The front of the school with the bell tower and planter boxes. 
- Creative and artistic displays 
- Clean campus 
- Friendly and responsive staff 
- Garden area near library 
- Nice open quad area, and view towards garden 
- Quality of playground structures especially upper playground. The redwood trees lining 

the ramps are nice. 
- The sidewalk area in drive –thru is a nice safety improvement. 
- Green open spaces and trees 
- I enjoy the Small town friendly feel, adequate play areas, and eating space for the 

kids. 
- Art Facilities 
- Small country school atmosphere 

Persinger Architects is working with the District to prepare a 
Facilities Master Plan.  This plan will encompass the ultimate vision 
for the school and act as our roadmap for getting there.  
 
This questionnaire is a chance for us to hear from you about your 
school.  What problems it has and what features you appreciate 
most and what features you would like to see in the future.  
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- I appreciate the aids in the classrooms. 
- garden, library, and P.E. are all great 
- The MUR is good and some of the classrooms are lovely and have good light. 

 
C. Site Work;  what work needs to be done on site: 
 
 

1) Parking/ Pick up and drop off:   
 It is very high maintenance involving many staff members and waiting excessively. 
 Too many cars in a small space! Not sure we can do anything about that except encourage 

patience. 
 Drop off seems to go well, but pick up can be a nightmare, especially in rainy weather. 
 Sometimes I wonder if part of the lower playground could be parking and current parking turned 

into playground. 
 The pickup system is really tough, please fix. 
 A better flow 
 Remove stop painted on pickup lane because parents “stop” and block drive through/pick up. 

 
2) Playgrounds/ fields: 

 Need Upper playground- overhang to eat under for upper grades with tables and 
benches 

 New paint on blacktop for 4 square, hopscotch, class lines, and new games. 
 We need separate play area for kindergarteners  
 Lower sand box area needs help. Replace boards, fill box, and trim trees. 

 
 

3) Drainage: 
 There are sewage issues near the kindergarten classrooms. 
 One time I remember in the parking lot I waded through 4” of water, but usually it is not a 

problem.  
 

 
 

4) Other: 
  A school wide clock and bell system! 
 Relocate the pre-school 
 It would be nice to have a central supply area for paper 
 Some of the sidewalks could be improved at #25 and #15. 
 We need conference space or meeting rooms 
 Adequate phone system. All phones should be able to call all classrooms 
 Some ceiling tiles need to be replaced  
 Work on rain issues; mold in staff room smells, replace cabinet doors,  and paint,  
 Storage? 

 
 

C.        Technology:  what works, what doesn’t: 
 

1) Phones:   
 Some Static in phone lines. Intercom must work in all rooms. 
 School has two lines, so when they are busy we cannot use the phone. 
 Phones do not work when power is out 
 It would be nice to have blinking light when you have a message 
 I can’t call out consistently 
 Phones do not indicate if there are messages 
 Cordless set ups 

 
2) Computers/ internet: 

 I would like a copier to be on the network so I can print to it from class. 
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 Wireless in all campus areas 
 I would like to have 3-4 computers in my room to use Lexia and other programs to help 

struggling readers and do research with students. 
 We have outdated software on computers 
 We need network or tablet centers in the classroom 
 Classroom computers are temperamental.  
 Computer lab instruction is challenging for younger students. 
 New macs for all classrooms 
 Classrooms should all have mini computer labs. 

 
 

 
3) TV/ video: 

 There should be access to TV stations for student use. Especially for upper grade kids during 
election times etc. 

 Good 
 

4) Other Media: 
 Provide “listening centers” for primary rooms. 
 ELMO Document camera in all classrooms 
 Overheads are too bulky 
 Apple TV, ipads (class set) lap top (class set) 

 
5) Other: 
 Continue to provide funds for updates for computers, TV’s, vcr’s, etc. as needed 
 Some chairs are safety hazards for the students. Four legged chairs would be better. 
 All of this technology should be discussed and put into a long-term plan so we can keep up as 

current technology develops. Soon I think our students will be using ipads. 
 
 

D. Finishes:  Finishes that need replacement and ideas for the new finishes: 
 

1) Floors:   
 I like carpeting for primary teachers 
 Old carpets are smelly and should be replaced 
 I like carpet in the rooms it keeps things quieter 
 New hinges on cabinets 

 
2) Walls: 

 Ok. Paint walls as needed 
 Loose partitions in the 4th/5th hallway- dangerous but useful. Should stay, but be fixed. 
 Replace some walls that have “patched” sheet rock under b. board paper. 
 Some walls you can’t hang stuff on. 
 Fix walls that are patchwork 

3) Ceilings: 
 Old light shields- cracking and falling, safety hazards 

 
E.  Infrastructure:  Problems with main electrical service, plumbing etc… 

 
1) Electrical Power:   

 Clock and phones need to be all on the same  system 
 More electrical to POD classrooms 

 
2) Plumbing: 

 There are sewage drainage problems in the kindergarten area 
 Toilet in office could flush with more power 
 Hot water located somewhere for use in classrooms maybe sinks in classrooms? 
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 Not a lot of staff bathrooms for a staff our size especially when access is to parents and 
other schools. 

 Sinks don’t drain well. 
 
 

3) Other: 
 Need doors that lock from the inside for code red drills in all classrooms. 
 Cement our Walkway guardrails 
 Heat in the restrooms 
 Stairs in front of room 15-not to code. 2 staff members have been injured there! 
 Need storage in classrooms by playground 

 
F.  Other:  Misc. changes not covered above: 

 
 The fire alarms are unbelievably loud 
 Clocks need to be on the same system 
 Over hangs installed over all doors exposed to weather. 
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 5875 Ross Branch Rd.     Twin Hills Facilities Questionnaire 
 Sebastopol, CA 95472 
 Phone: 707.887-0700 
 F a x :  7 0 7 . 8 8 7 - 0 7 7 8  
 
 persingerarchitects.com  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A. The Vision:  Tell us a little about what you would like to see the Master Plan accomplish.  “Big 
Picture” things like “improved technology” or “warm and welcoming feeling”, “meeting spaces”, 
“media-library”, etc.   

 More Technology in the Classrooms (Student Computers, Internet access) 
 All teaching spaces need to be quiet, fully equipped, and useable. 
 Library needs some work 
 Do not need media or library center 
 I pads for all! 
 Need building with art, workshops….etc. 
 Science lab will need to be remodeled in the future 
 I would like a building for art, sewing, and woodworking. Hands on electives. 
 Need meeting rooms 
 HVAC needs to work properly 
 Pod classrooms need improved plumbing, sound proofing, more storage, new carpets, 

and water sinks. 
 Get rid of the Water trough 
 New gutter installation 
 Improved Technology 
 New computers 

 

B. What are some of the nicest qualities of the school now, qualities that we want to maintain. 

 Maintain our document projectors and DLP Projectors 
 Wide open Spaces used for activities and to congregate 
 The quad 
 The picnic tables and umbrellas 
 The fields and the trees 
 Landscape, multi user room, and the kids! 
 Love the newly paved parking lot 
 Love the solar! 
 Camaraderie between students, teachers, & Twin Hills Staff & administrators 
 Blue metal roofing  
 Organic natural feel, spread out campus, community feel 

 
 

C. Site Work;  what work needs to be done on site: 
 
 

1) Parking/ Pick up and drop off:   

Persinger Architects is working with the District to prepare a 
Facilities Master Plan.  This plan will encompass the ultimate vision 
for the school and act as our roadmap for getting there.  
 
This questionnaire is a chance for us to hear from you about your 
school.  What problems it has and what features you appreciate 
most and what features you would like to see in the future.  
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 Can any more be done? 
 Pave the road and parking areas on the east side of campus 
 Parking and Pick up should be streamlined for easier access and a plan to prevent after school 

traffic jams. 
 Fix road in back of upper quad for the staff to park, it’s all mud!!! 
 More staff parking that is not under trees 

 
2) Playgrounds/ fields: 

 Ball Walls, Swings/Bars (Taken from here to Apple Blossom). Another 
Basketball/Volleyball court. Full size track w/ Bleachers to watch games. Equipment for 
kids to play on/with 

 I think they can be improved. The tree roots are pushing up the rubber mats in the 
volley ball court 

 Add a 3rd Basketball court, Re-surface and line existing courts. Line and resurface track. 
Level surface on volleyball court and all dips and holes on lower field, maintain 
throughout year 

 
 
 

3) Drainage: 
 Better drainage or protection from rain at outside portables 
 In front of the copy room there is a huge puddle during rains 
 Put Plants in tank in front of School 
 Where are all the gutters? 
 When you install new overhead/roof, you need to install gutters, when it rains it spatters all over 

our clothes. 
 Need drainage off solar panels 
 Need Drainage in front of office 
 

 
 

4) Other: 
 Real Walls in the 2 main Pods, so voices do not carry to adjacent rooms. 
 More Storage for teachers 
 Get rid of moldy portables.  
 Skylights for dark classrooms 
 Fix the all-call systems, too loud and disruptive 
 Install drop down basketball goals and volleyball courts. Net system in MUR 
 Replace Gravel Path to rooms; 24, 25, 26 with concrete to make it more accessible for 

wheel chairs. 
 

 
C.        Technology:  what works, what doesn’t: 
 

1) Phones:   
 Lights on the phones do not blink consistently to show there is a message 
 Messages disappear 
 Lines need to be placed near teachers desk 
 Need better messaging system 

 
2) Computers/ internet: 

 Computers are old in the library. 
 Need more wireless access points 
 Newer equipment 
 They are fine 
 Need updated software! 
 Not enough in individual classrooms 
 Replacement of teacher equipment as it ages 
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 Computers are too old to get the new version of firefox 
 
 

 
3) TV/ video: 

 They are fine 
 Old tv’s in some classrooms 
 Needs to be connected to projectors 

 
4) Other Media: 

 It is good 
 What about ipad or ipod touch technology for every student? Maybe we can integrate it 

with the curriculum? 
 New doc cameras were replaced and are working as warranty promised 
 Need Speakers 

5) Other: 
 Sound- too much spill over from other classrooms 
 Need good computer speakers 
 School Wide Clock /bell & intercom system- We need one! We need alarms reconnected 

 
D. Finishes:  Finishes that need replacement and ideas for the new finishes: 
 

1) Floors:   
 In elective rooms we need more appropriate flooring for electives 
 New carpet in all rooms.  
 Boys bathrooms need new tile 
 Gym bathrooms need new flooring 
 Science floor needs to be redone 
 New carpet or vinyl for all floors 
 New carpet in Library 

 
2) Walls: 

 New freshly painted walls 
 Sound Proofing!! 
 Painting needs to be done in the staff lounge, library, and computer labs. 

3) Ceilings: 
 Terrible ceilings in the portables!!! 
 Gym bathrooms have horrible ceilings 
 Skylights for dark classrooms 
 There are more than a few classrooms with no natural light! 
 Replace all stained ceilings 
 New panels 

 
E.  Infrastructure:  Problems with main electrical service, plumbing etc… 

 
1) Electrical Power:   

 Need more outlets in classrooms 
 There is no power or water when power goes out. We need backup generators 

 
2) Plumbing: 

 Science lab faucets are leaking and breaking regularly.  
 Need sinks in every room 
 Upper pod needs more water access 

3) Other: 
 Need doors that lock from the inside for code red drills in all classrooms. 
 Cement our Walkway guardrails 
 Heat in the restrooms 
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 Stairs in front of room 15-not to code. 2 staff members have been injured there! 
 

F.  Other:  Misc. changes not covered above: 
 

 More windows that open so we can get better ventilation and air circulation 
 See list generated by teachers last year 
 Update this school for the age appropriate students. This school was built for elementary 

school children and it shows. Cabinets are too low. 
 Uniform Storage 
 STOP installing/Building things without input of people working at the school site!! We have 

moved and removed lockers unnecessarily and torn out brand new construction in the 
upper parking lot. How would the community feel about this waste of money? 

 Everyone learns better in a healthy, “Green” light filled and clean space. 
 Skylights, clean windows, working blinds, windows that open, and Fly and bee catchers 
 Need doors that lock from the inside for code red drills in all classrooms. 

 
 

 
  
 



 

Appendix G 
 
Proposed Exhibit by Site of Construction Projects 
 
Overview 
 

The following exhibits demonstrate in simple fashion what buildings would be demolished 
and replaced and what buildings would fall into modernization.  Site modifications have not 
been shown on these exhibits. 

 

 



Apple Blossom 
Elementary

Site Development

Twin Hills Union School District 
Master Plan Discussion 



Apple Blossom 
Elementary

Site Development

Twin Hills Union School District 
Master Plan Discussion 



Twin Hills
Middle School

Site Development 

Twin Hills Union School District 
Master Plan Discussion 





Orchard
View

Site Development

Twin Hills Union School District 
Master Plan Discussion 



Orchard
View

Site Development

Twin Hills Union School District 
Master Plan Discussion 
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