






















































































































































































































































 

Adopted Budget 2019-20                  EXHIBIT C                  LCFF 
 
 
 
 
 

LCFF Key Words and Phrases  
 
   ADA by grade span: Grade spans are K-3, 4-6, 7-8, 9-12.  Funding is different for each grade  
         span.   
   Annual COLA: Cost of Living Adjustment based on inflation.  COLA is added to the Target  
         Entitlement which means schools do not receive the full COLA annually but a percentage  
         based on the gap funding.  Now that Gap funding is 100%, the full COLA is added to the 

Target. 
   Gap funding: The gap funding percentage was updated in 2018-19 to 100%, this is full funding 

two years earlier than estimated, Governor Brown’s tribute to education as he left office.   
Schools received Gap funding for the last time in 2018-19 to get them to their Target 
Entitlement.  In previous years this Gap funding would vary dramatically based on a 
LEA’s risk tolerance.  The more uncertain a LEA is of the variables used in calculating 
LCFF, such as the stability of its unduplicated pupil count or grade span ADA estimations, 
the lower the risk tolerance.  LEAs with low risk tolerance, minimal reserves, or significant 
gap funding amounts (difference between “floor” and “target”) would use more 
conservative gap funding percentages such as those incorporated in School Services of 
California (SSC) LCFF Simulator.  Those LEAs with small gap funding amounts were able 
to use gap funding percentages up to the Department of Finance (DOF) estimates. 

   Target Entitlement:  Amount at full funding. 
   Unduplicated pupil count: Number of students receiving free and reduced lunch.  Number of 

students considered English Learners (EL).  Number of foster youth.  If a student is EL and 
receives free lunch, they are only counted once. 

   Grade Span Adjustments: Grade span K-3 and grade span 9-12 receive additional funding and 
this funding is treated similarly to the COLA as they are added to the Target Entitlement.  
This replaces class size reduction. 

    Base Grant:  Base funding per grade span based on 12-13 funding plus additional funding each 
year to bridge the gap between current funding levels and the LCFF Target Entitlement. 

    Supplemental Grant: Additional funding received based on the unduplicated pupil count.  The 
supplemental grant is equal to 20% of the adjusted grade span base grant multiplied by the 
unduplicated pupil percentage. 
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