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I am so proud of our Ridgecrest Community as we continue to examine equity and race in our beloved school. Racial disparity exists, and it 
exists across a wide spectrum of American life from education to the criminal justice system. That is why we at Ridgecrest Elementary 
School are proud to enter into our second year of acknowledging that Black Lives Matter at School. 

As a white male, when the Black Lives Matter movement sprang up from the hashtag #blacklivesmatter in the wake of the Trayvon 
Martin killing, I researched why this movement might be important for our country and that research gave me a clear answer. As 
long as black pre-school children who make up only 18% of the school population make up over 50% of school suspensions, black 
lives matter in schools. As long as black children are 18 times more likely to be tried as adults than white children, then black lives 
matter at school. As long as white college graduates are twice as likely to land a job as black college graduates, then black lives 
matter at school. As long as black people are ten times as likely to be murdered as their white counterparts, then black lives matter 
in schools. I could go on and on and on. Finally, as long as black children at Ridgecrest Elementary School trail their white 
counterparts in every academic criteria then black lives will matter at Ridgecrest Elementary School. Without giving extreme 
attention and effort to these children then that gap will never change. It is with this in mind that we proudly enter into our second year 
supporting the movement Black Lives Matter at School. As part of this special week, February 3rd through the 7th, we have asked 
our staff to present one lesson from the Black Lives Matter at School curriculum that we have put together using BLM@School 
resources. I also want to strongly encourage you to reach out to your child’s instructor and ask which lesson they are considering 
presenting. It’s all of our responsibility as students, teachers, and parents to reflect on what we can do to create a more equitable 
playing field for black children at Ridgecrest Elementary School. I am including here some links to resources that will help you reflect 
and engage in conversations with your children. Happy Black History Month and happy Black Lives Matter at School Week. 

100 Race-Conscious Things to Say to Your Child to Advance Racial Justice 

http://www.raceconscious.org/2016/06/100-race-conscious-things-to-say-to-your-child-to-advance-racial-justice/ 
<​http://www.raceconscious.org/2016/06/100-race-conscious-things-to-say-to-your-child-to-advance-racial-justice/​> 

Black lives Matter At School Starter Kit 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TXPBd3zy6wyOXhZcJ6yrEGnpbSe1BMrBya7EZwFLxsk/edit​<​https://docs.google.com/docum
ent/d/1TXPBd3zy6wyOXhZcJ6yrEGnpbSe1BMrBya7EZwFLxsk/edit​> 

Nathan Christian, Dean of Students 
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 ​Calendar of Events 
JANUARY 

29 NO EARLY RELEASE TODAY - ​Students will be dismissed at 3:00 pm 

30 Multicultural Potluck Dinner and Storyteller 6-8pm, RC Cafeteria 

30 Honor Choir Performance 7pm, Shorecrest Performing Arts Center 

All Unclaimed LOST & FOUND Items will be taken to The WORKS 

31 FULL DAY OF SCHOOL​ — This is a SNOW MAKEUP DAY for Jan 13 

Popcorn Friday (rescheduled from last week) 

FEBRUARY 

3 Black Voices: A Community Opportunity – Teaching for Black Lives 6-7:30pm, Shorewood High School 

Eastside Band Festival 7:30pm, Shorecrest Gym 

4 First Day of Kindergarten Registration ​(Open Enrollment through Feb 28) 

4 & 5 Black Voices: A Community Opportunity – Book Fair 4-6pm, RC Cafeteria, and Gym 

5 EARLY RELEASE - ​Students will be dismissed at 1:20 pm 

Black Voices: A Community Opportunity – HBCU Night 

Historically Black Colleges & Universities 6-7:30pm, Shorecrest High School 

6             Black Voices: A Community Opportunity – Celebrate Black Arts 

               Book-It Repertory Theatre’s Performance of “Crown: An Ode to the Fresh Cut” by Derrick Barnes 

               6-7:30pm, Shoreline Room, Shoreline Center 

               Tickets are free but required. Sign up at:​ ​www.shorelineschools.org/blackvoices 

 

7             Black Voices: A Community Opportunity – Talking to Kids About Race 6-8pm, Shorecrest High School 

               Registration is Required:​ ​shorelineschools.org/blackvoices 

11 Eastside Orchestra Festival 7-8:30pm, Shorecrest Performing Arts Center 

12 EARLY RELEASE - ​Students will be dismissed at 1:20 pm 

13 6th Grade Camp Parent Meeting 7-8pm, RC Room 316 

17 NO SCHOOL - Presidents’ Day 

18-21 NO SCHOOL - MID-WINTER BREAK 

26 EARLY RELEASE - ​Students will be dismissed at 1:20 pm 

6th Graders Visit Kellogg 9:30-11:30am 

MARCH 

2-6 Spring Elementary Conferences -- ​Students will be dismissed at 11:15am ALL WEEK 
Band/Orchestra will be TUESDAY ONLY this week 

9 6th Grade Middle School Registration Forms due to teacher 

14 RC Auction & Food Truck Rodeo 5pm. Shorecrest High School; Tickets available on the RC PTA Website / This is a 21+ event 

25 5th Graders Visit Kellogg, 9:30-11:30am 

30 5th Grade Middle School Registration Forms due to teacher 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/tyS569jdDbyiK3njSAFZvw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRgC2ErP0QraHR0cDovL3d3dy5zaG9yZWxpbmVzY2hvb2xzLm9yZy9ibGFja3ZvaWNlc1cHc2Nob29sbUIKAACrLSpe4o4x6FIkamFuaW5hLnBhY3Vuc2tpQHNob3JlbGluZXNjaG9vbHMub3JnWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/tyS569jdDbyiK3njSAFZvw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRgC2ErP0QraHR0cDovL3d3dy5zaG9yZWxpbmVzY2hvb2xzLm9yZy9ibGFja3ZvaWNlc1cHc2Nob29sbUIKAACrLSpe4o4x6FIkamFuaW5hLnBhY3Vuc2tpQHNob3JlbGluZXNjaG9vbHMub3JnWAQAAAAB
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January Life Skill -- Problem Solving 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



February Life Skill -- Perseverance (persistence) 
 

Starting in February, our Life Skill will be Perseverance.  

Perseverance ​noun 
persistence in doing something despite difficulty or delay in achieving success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SHORELINE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
PROCEDURES FOR EMERGENCY SCHEDULE CHANGES 
In the event of a school delay or cancellation, families will be contacted by phone and/or email using our mass 
notification system. Please ensure that your contact information is up-to-date at your student’s school. 
You may find school delay/cancellation announcements on local television and radio stations, 
by calling our information line at 206.393.6111 or online at: ​www.shorelineschools.org​, 
www.facebook.com/shorelineschools 
Opens in New Window 
, or ​www.twitter.com/shorelinek12 
Opens in New Window 
.  
THE FOLLOWING OPTIONS MAY BE USED FOR EMERGENCY CONDITIONS: 
1. SHORELINE SCHOOLS ARE CLOSED 

1. All schools will be closed for the day.  All meetings, field trips, after-school activities, etc. will be canceled for 
the day. 

2. SHORELINE SCHOOLS OPEN - 2 HOURS LATE - BUSES OPERATING ON REGULAR or SNOW ROUTES 
1. a. All zero period secondary classes will be canceled. 

b. K-12 and Head Start classes will begin 2 HOURS LATE. 
c. AM Early Childhood Program, STEP Preschool, and out-of-district transportation will be CANCELED. 
d. PM Early Childhood will begin at REGULAR TIMES. 
e. When schools open 2 hours late, the Shoreline Children’s Center and Extended Day sites will open 2 hours 
late, at 8:30 a.m. instead of 6:30 a.m. Preschool classrooms scheduled to begin at 8:45, 9:00 am, or 1:00 pm 
will start at normal times. 
f. Breakfast is not available at elementary schools. Breakfast service for secondary schools may be altered, 
please see the ​Food and Nutrition Services webpage 

2. Opens in New Window 
3.  for more information. 

SNOW ROUTES: 
Snow routes have been designed to avoid areas where hazardous road conditions exist.  ​Click here 
to learn about 
Opens in New Window 
 to find the snow routes for your specific school.  When snow routes are in effect, they will be used on both the 
morning and afternoon routes even if roads have cleared.  There may be occasions when schools start at the regular 
times but “snow routes” will be utilized. 
EMERGENCY DISMISSAL: 
If it becomes necessary to close a school during the school day and send students home early, our mass notification 
system will be used to contact families by phone and/or email. A message will also be placed on the District 
homepage and social media accounts. Because a parent/guardian may not be at home if there is an emergency 
dismissal, they must make plans for an alternate place (neighbor/relative) for their child to go. Families should keep 
their emergency contacts up-to-date and discuss this alternate plan with their children so they know what to do in 
case of an emergency closure of schools.  There will be no SPS after school daycare. 

1. If someone other than the parent will be picking up the child, parents should have already provided the school 
with the names of the individuals who are authorized to pick up the child.  Unless an approved person picks 
up the child, the child will remain at school until the announced dismissal time. 

2. It may be necessary in some situations to close schools early and hold students at school until a parent (or 
authorized person) comes to the school to pick them up.  In this case, there will be an announcement that 
students are being held at school and will not be sent home. 

Hazardous Weather Delays on Early Release Wednesdays : 
In cases of a hazardous weather delay on a scheduled Early Release Wednesday, schools will release at their normal 
early release time.  
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A Note About the Weather and Recess 
Ridgecrest students go out to recess every day rain or shine. The only exception is if there is lightning within a 
certain distance that would make it dangerous for students to be outside. 

Please be sure your student is DRESSED FOR THE WEATHER! This includes coat, hat, shoes/socks (or boots). 

While we understand that students get wet at recess, the nurses get overwhelmed with students requesting dry 
clothing to change into. Unfortunately, there aren’t enough pieces of dry clothing to go around. There can be 
extenuating circumstances that require a change of clothes but this is not the norm. 


