(Grenada School District

Education, Training, Dreams

One School,
Two Tops

Superintendent's
Message

Dr. David Daigneault

You may have heard the news that Grenada
School District is seeking approval from the
Mississippi Department of Education to re-
structure our elementary schools. The Pre-K
to 3rd grade school and the 4th to 5th grade
school — commonly referred to as Grenada
Upper Elementary — will now be known
simply as Grenada Elementary School.

To help distinguish the two, we’re refer-
ring to each building by their roof color.
“Red Top” is where we house Pre-K through
third grade, while “Green Top” is fourth and
fifth grade.

In many ways, the elementary schools at
Grenada have always been one. They’re two
buildings in the same complex with a shared
mission — to provide the best fundamental
learning experience for the children of Gre-
nada County.

By joining our resources and sharing
expertise between the two schools, Grenada
Elementary can now draw on the strengths of
both schools with the goal of elevating our
entire elementary program.

Recently in this space, I’ve written how
our Pre-K and early grades at Grenada
Elementary exemplify this district’s mission
of innovation. The teachers and administra-
tors at the Green Top demonstrate their own
brand of excellence and innovation through a
variety of stand-out programs.

Among the highlights is the Discovery
Lab, which provides a hands-on learning
experience similar to the Kidzeum at the Red
Top. In the Discovery Lab, fourth and fifth
grade students apply their classroom science
lessons in a laboratory setting, conducting
experiments and simulations.

With the recent implementation of Project
Lead the Way curriculum — including a re-
cent unit on how infections are spread — the
Discovery Lab will continue to evolve and
introduce students to higher-level science.

Our gifted program, LEAP, is flourish-
ing thanks to activities like Future Problem
Solving teams, spearheaded by Frankie
Fortier. Students confront large-scale, real-
world problems and use critical-thinking
procedures to come up with solutions. Our
teams have competed with other schools
and performed so well they were invited to
the international competition in Minnesota
last summer. This curriculum challenges our
students to think big and instills leadership
qualities that place them ahead of the curve.

Likewise, Mrs. Tharpe has moved to the
front of the pack in elevating the school’s
physical education to a fitness-based curricu-
lum that promotes healthy lifestyles, regular
exercise, and team-building activities.

Her efforts to revamp the P.E. program
have highlighted the correlation between
physical fitness and mental acuity and
resulted in the school being named “Healthi-
est School in Mississippi” by the Blue Cross
Blue Shield Foundation of Mississippi.

See “Two Tops”
Continued on page 8

By Jamie Kornegay
GSD Reporter

It sounds like a stampede in the
fourth- and fifth-grade gym at Grenada
Elementary. Mrs. Vance’s fourth-grade
class has gathered for their weekly P.E.
session, and each student wallops his
or her own giant blue exercise ball with
drumsticks in time to the music blaring
from the loud speakers.

No signs of gym-class anxiety appear
on the faces of these kids. They’re all
focused and smiling. No one is cutting
up or complaining. The girls get into the
dancing and motion. The boys love the
pounding and jumping. On screen, the
video instructor conducts the perfor-
mance in unison, but the kids enjoy
putting their own spin on this innovative
new fitness program.

It’s called Drumfit, and Principal
Carol Tharpe knew she wanted to bring
it to Grenada Elementary after the
school was named “Healthiest School in
Mississippi” last year.

“I love to see how the students react
to Drumfit,” Tharpe said. “Now when
I walk into the gym, I'm greeted with
smiles and children having a great time.
They’re engaged, they want to come to
P.E. And they don’t think about it being
exercise.”

With only a pair of drumsticks and
an exercise ball on a stand, each kid
drums and jumps along to the instructor
projected on the large screen, leading a
workout that’s accompanied by popular
contemporary songs. In addition to the
cardiovascular exercise, the program
works fine motor skills, eye-hand coor-
dination, stability and cognitive associa-
tion.
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(Photo right)

Grenada Elementary School’s
Kidzeum ended its “Pioneer
Days” exhibit with Pioneer Week,
Sept. 25-29. Kindergarten stu-
dents Averi Hood (left) and Jor-
din Knox tested out saddles and
other horse-riding and grooming
equipment brought by horse
farriers Tasha Lemley and Lakela
Lancaster. Members of the com-
munity donated their time and
visited the Kidzeum to teach
students about pioneer-era skills
such as storytelling, beekeeping,
juggling, critter-trapping, and
banjo-picking.

Later this month, the Kid-

zeum unveils its next exhibit,

an installment of their annual
Christmas Around the World
series. This year, they focus on
Australia. The anticipated Grand-
parents’ Day open house will be
held December 15.

Information for the Grenada School District Community
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raders Get Drumfit

Otis Cashaw demonstrates Drumfit, a new fitness-based physical educa-

tion at Grenada Elementary 4-5.

“It’s individualized for the child, so
it’s very much like academics,” Tharpe
said. “The kids are able to scale it to
their ability. If a child’s legs get tired,
they can stop and just work the arms for
a while. And the kids are precious the
way they add things, certain little dance
moves or gestures. It really allows for
personal expression.”

“This is unlike anything we’ve ever

done,” said P.E. instructor Amy Barham.

“We’ve never had so much equipment
for everybody to start with.”

Tharpe purchased the Drumfit equip-
ment with funds from the $50,000
grant that accompanied the elementary
school’s designation as “Healthiest
School in Mississippi.” The Blue Cross
Blue Shield of Mississippi Foundation
selected Tharpe’s grant application as

shes Pioneer Exhibit
-.. \r. ) d § 4 -

the top among other state schools with
programs that promote healthy lifestyle
habits for students and staff.

The road to Grenada Elementary’s
“Healthiest School” designation began
in 2006 when the fourth- and fifth-grade
school received a $100,000 grant from
the Bower Foundation, which sup-
ports programs that seek to improve the
health of Mississippians.

“That really made us look closely at
the correlation between physical educa-
tion and student achievement,” Tharpe
said. “It goes a long way to keeping
students at school. There’s not as much
illness, and there’s less disciplinary
action. For administrators, that’s very
important.”

See “Drum Fit”
Continued on page 2
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NNDCC Strives fo
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Cadet lyonia
Bankston par-
ticipates in the tire
rolling competi-
tion at the recent
Charger Chal-
lenge meet.

By Chief Foreman
NNDCC Instructor

Grenada NNDCC hosted our third
annual PT (Physical Training) meet, the
Charger Challenge, on Sept. 23. The
cadets competed against Yazoo County,
Starkville, and Aberdeen. The competi-
tion included several skills -- tire-roll,
ammo-cans, stretchers, trolley, sit-ups,
pull-ups and hang, 100-meter relay, and
200-meter relay. This meet gave new

NNDCC members a chance to participate

and show off for the home crowd.
Grenada NNDCC attended the North-

ern Region Drill meet on Sept. 30 in
Batesville. The meet is held annually, and
the top three winning schools compete
against the best in the state. The cadets
did not qualify for the JROTC State Meet
but they left with first place in Inspection
(first time for the unit), second place in
Unarmed Exhibition, and third place in
Unarmed Basic. The cadets competed
against 12 schools from Mississippi,
Arkansas, and Alabama, and they will
continue to charge forward through the
end of the year with the goal of winning.

((D r u m ﬁ t 7 Continued from Page 1

In addition to purchasing the Drum-
fit equipment, the school has used the
“Healthiest School” funds to outfit a new
staff exercise room and will be upgrad-
ing the school water fountains to water
bottle-filling stations, which they hope
will encourage the kids to stay hydrated.

One of Mrs. Vance’s fourth grad-
ers, Rowdy Staten, approves of the new
Drumfit program. “It’s pretty fun because
you just listen to your favorite songs, and
you get to burn energy instead of doing
work-outs,” he says.

“They absolutely love it,” says Bar-
ham. “You stay with the upbeat songs,
they’re wanting more. They want to do
it again, do it again. I’ve heard the same
song fifteen times.”

To see the Grenada Elementary
School fourth-graders performing Drum-
fit, visit our YouTube channel and watch
the video “Drumfit at Grenada Elemen-
tary” — bit.ly/GSpresents

Grenada School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, gender, national
or ethnic origin, age, disability, veteran status, or other characteristics protected by law in
any of its policies, practices, procedures or program operation. Grenada School District is an
equal opportunity employer. For inquiries regarding this policy on discrimination contact:

Title IX Coordinator, Mrs. Kim Ezell; ADA/504 Coordinator, Lyle Williams;
Grenada School District, 253 S. Main, Grenada, MS 38901; 662-226-1606
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to show your support for
Breast Cancer Awareness

For every purchase Zebra
will make a donation to the
National Breast Cancer Foundation!

 Guise Office Supply

2245 S. Commerce St. in Grenada - Hwy. 51 South

226-1901 - Regular Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-12

r Success AmeriCorps Recoynizes

By Gwen Woodson
AmeriCorps Director

Lavaya Johnson is a full-time member
of the Grenada School District Ameri-
Corps Program, and she knows how
to get things done. She serves as team
leader at Grenada Middle School, where
she mentors and tutors 17 students in
math and reading.

Grenada School District has hosted
AmeriCorps members as tutors for the
last nine years. Over 1,015 students par-
ticipate in the tutoring program. GSDAP
also offers skills training, continuing
education, and other benefits. These
opportunities enable members to better
serve local needs while gaining work
experience.

Johnson is married to Bobbie, and they
have two children, Olivia and Demere.
She is also an active member of New Life
Christian Fellowship Church, where she
has been immersed in service for years.

“I wanted to join AmeriCorps to make
a difference,” Johnson said. “Having a
child that was once tutored by Ameri-
Corps members gave me insight on how
big of an impact one person can have on
so many lives.”

Since the start of the current service
year, Johnson helped organize “Hearts
for Houston” with AmeriCorps and
is currently working on the “Make A
Difference Day” project to engage lo-
cal senior citizens. This past summer,
Johnson served as a tutor at the Summer
Enrichment Camp at New Life working
with teenagers. She continues to serve
her community many other ways.

“Since enrolling in the program, my

‘what” and ‘why’ has changed a little,
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such as my career choice,” Johnson said.
“My passion is now education. To see
the look on a student’s face when he/she
realizes ‘I know this information’ or ‘I
can do this.””

According to Johnson, the program
has helped her become a stronger, better
person. Now her desire is to make a dif-
ference in people’s lives.

“I was reserved about allowing oth-
ers in, but after serving, I gained my
extended family within AmeriCorps,
genuine sisters and a brother,” she said.
“I also believe and want my children to
know that in life, you can be whatever
you aspire and desire to be! All you have
to do is put God first and be obedient- the
rest will fall in place!”

Johnson has proven to be an outstand-
ing member and team leader. I love her
enthusiasm and “can do” attitude. She
takes her students’ progress seriously and
gives her all to ensure their success. I am
extremely thankful that she is a member
of the GSDAP.

In exchange for a year of service,
AmeriCorps members earn an education
award of $5,815 that can be used to pay
for college or to pay back qualified stu-
dent loans. Johnson will use her Educa-
tion Award to continue her education and
to pay off her student loans.

The Grenada School District Ameri-
Corps Programs is supported and admin-
istered by Mississippi Commission for
Volunteer Service and The Corporation
for National and Community Service
(CNCS). For more than two decades,
CNCS has supported education strategies
by employing positive youth develop-
ment through in-school and after-school
tutoring, as well as mentoring programs
that help youth stay on track and prepare
graduates for college or career.

CNCS is the federal agency for
volunteering, service, and civic engage-
ment. The agency engages millions of
Americans in citizen service through its
AmeriCorps and Senior Corps programs
and leads the nation’s volunteering and
service efforts.

For more information about the Grena-
da School District AmeriCorps Program,
contact program director Gwen Woodson
at gwoodson@grenadak12.com. For
more information about AmeriCorps,
visit www.americorps.gov.

197 Scenic Loop #333
'~ 662-227-9210
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By Jamie Kornegay
GSD Reporter

“When you’re young, you want to be
some of everything,” says Grenada High
School graduate Shay Harris (Class of
1988), who dreamed of being a singer
and teacher among other things. “Thank-
fully, my mom told me I could do all
those things. Whatever I wanted.”

Her mother, Shirley Harris, owns
Shirley’s Place, one of the oldest black-

owned businesses in Grenada, and her

father is James Harris. She credits them
with making the sacrifices which allowed

her to pursue a variety of after-school
activities — from cheerleading to beauty
pageants to singing with Visions choir —
in place of working a part-time job.

“For me, extracurricular activities
were just as important as work because
it taught me to be part of team,” Har-
ris says. “These activities teach young
people how to be accountable to oth-
ers and to put others ahead of yourself.
There’s something to be said for making
other people shine.”

Harris remains grateful for two teach-
ers who saw promise in her writing.
English teacher Mary Ann Mahan always
commended her journal entries. “I was
just expressing myself, but she convinced
me to take it seriously,” Harris says.
Edna Washington — now Edna Williams,
an inclusion teacher at Grenada Elemen-
tary — was a student teacher when she
met Shay in middle school. Even then,
said Williams, she was exceptional and
driven.

Harris recalls one Mrs. Williams’ most
memorable and useful pieces of advice:
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Alumni Spotlight - Shay Harris

“You can’t soar with the eagles if you
land with the turkeys.”

“She was telling me to watch the com-
pany I keep,” Harris says.

Harris took the advice and focused
her sights on television news. During
the 1980s, it was rare to see an African-
American woman news anchor until
Claudia Barr began at WHBQ-TV in
Memphis. Shay was inspired and saw the
possibility of a career in broadcasting.

She studied broadcast journalism at the
University of Mississippi and received
several offers after graduation. Harris
took the best offer with the Delta station
WABG in Greenville, and she moved
along a determined career path, working
at stations in Texas, Florida, and Ohio.

“Throughout my career, I always felt
that Christ was pulling me to places
with strong church communities, and I
continued to be very active and passion-
ate about the ministry wherever I lived,”
Harris says.

She developed her vocal talent and
recorded a single, “Dear Jesus,” that was
picked up in 30 major markets. “God will
guide you, but you have to watch and
follow,” she says. “Parents are important

too. They must pay attention and help
guide their kids in the way they’re natu-
rally wired.”

Harris is currently a freelance anchor
in Jackson and continues to perform
music. She’s also writing an inspirational
book about the simplicity of salvation.
“I’m open to whatever God has for me
next,” she says. “I want to make sure the
rest of my life is the best of my life.”

In times of doubt and difficulty, she
turns to Psalm 91, a scripture on protec-
tion that reads like a song.

Another piece of advice that her
mother used to say: “I can, you can, and
together, we all can.”

And naturally, Shay Harris has devel-
oped her own advice for current students
at Grenada High School. “Stay focused,”
she says. “Discern what you need from
what you want.”

She adds, “And remember, there is so
much virtue in patience. Anything worth
having has to be worked for and earned.”

GCTC Health Science Class Visits UMMC
school of Medicine and Blair E. Batson Hospital
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GCTC health science students (front | to r) Aailyah Elliott, Ashanti Beckum, Ambr Guinn, McCasland Ferguson, Haley Shaw, Memory Brown, Quintayjah

~a
Photo by:Meg Newcomb B

Cyve.

Avery, Dominque McClain, Rykela Lee, (back | to r) Chanteria Wrenn, Kennesha Brock, Chelsaye Wiggins, Morgan Malone, Katlin Federick, Janiya Berry,
Carneshia Tillman, and Kenny Wiley toured the new University of Mississippi Medical Center School of Medicine.

By Meg Newcomb
GCTC Student Services

Coordinator

The Grenada Career and Technical
Center Health Science classes trav-
eled to Jackson, Mississippi, to tour the
new University of Mississippi Medical
Center’s School of Medicine and Blair E.
Batson Hospital on September 22, 2017.

The tour began with a walk through
the new School of Medicine to the old
anatomy lab. One instructor gave the
students hands-on experience by allow-
ing them each to hold cadaver samples of
a skull, brain, and spinal cord. Students
stopped at the helipad, to see the helicop-
ter takes off and lands with patients on
the roof of the hospital. The last stop at
the School of Medicine was the simula-
tion lab. The students were shown

a simulation with a patient, “Stan,” who
was having a heart attack. The students
administered medicine and shocked his
heart back into rhythm. Also in the simu-
lation lab they were taught how to insert
a trach tube and helped a person who was
not breathing. Finally, they were shown
the new simulation lab, which will open
soon with all new virtual reality simula-
tors, child-birth simulators, and a fully
simulated operating room.

After lunch, the students toured the
emergency department at Blair E. Batson
Hospital, where children up to age 16
are treated. The students saw one of the
trauma rooms they use to receive new pa-
tients. The Health Science students thor-
oughly enjoyed the day spent at UMMC
and received first-hand experience of
what it is like to be a medical student.

MySchoolBucks!
This online payment service provides and easy and

secure way to pay for school meals. Sign up for a FREE
account today at myschoolbucks.com

With an account you can:

View account balances and meal purchases
Schedule automatic payments

Create low balance alerts

Make payments with the Mobile App
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GES4-3 Prlnclnals Breakiast

Students at Grenada Elementary
Green Top were honored for good
or improved behavior with an
invitation to have breakfast with

the Principals. Students selected
for September include (Photo top)
(front, | to r) Janarlow Yates, Kaden
Holman, Rylee Ryals, Olivia Lashley,
Keelin Bender, Tripp Penn, (back | to
r) Principal Carol Tharpe, Eli Pollan,
Zayion Cotton, Andrew Borders,
Madison Staten, Ma’Kaiya Wilson,
Destiny Hall, Caslyn Trost, and
Assistant Principal Johnny Daves

Rhoto by Taylor Buchanan'\
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(Photo bottom) (front, | to r) Jane
Wicker, Skylar Abraham, Ta’Niyah
Loggins, Avery Browning, Auria Col-
lins, Star McGilothin, Ke’Avery Reed
(back | to r) Principal Carol Tharpe,
Justin Sally, Caitlyn Kirk, Drew
Klink, Keyvion Noel, Payton Camp-
bell, Anna Hankins, De’Aysia
Golden, and Assistant Principal
Johnny Daves
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The Best Meats In Town!

Tuesdy

\ Wedhesy

Tusty
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November

1
Band [n GHS Gym 10:45am « 12:35pm

2
NIROTC Annul Military Inspection-GHS Gym (subject

(GHS Ful Band Rehearsalin GHS Gym 3:40pm « S:15m to change)

Band In GHS Gym 10:45am « 12:35pm
Vislons Practice/GHS Aud. 6:00pm « 8:00pm

)
NIROTC Community Sericeatfootbll game

Band in GHS Gym 10:45am - 12:35pm

(GHS FootbalkSali? (Senor Might)Home 7.00pm

(GHS Band-Old South Marching Competiton-Newnan,
0}

GHS Boys Basketball: Hoimes Classic{Auy) « TBA
(GHS Gils Basketball-Calhoun City Classic(Away) « TBA
(GH Seccer-Desota Central (Classic)-AvayTBA
NIROTC Dril Meet at Warren Central (Al Service JROTC
Orl Heet Champlonship)

MAPQSL Class 8" Bullding, Room 234 7:30m «
5:00pm

(GMS Chalr In GHS Aud. & cafeteria 3:15m
(GMS Boys & Girs Basketballat Hom Lake 5:00pm

(GES-Book Falr: Grades Prek « 3 8:00am « 2:30pm
Band In GHS Gym 10:45am « 12:35pm

(GMS Cholrn GHS Aud. & caeteria 3:15pm

GMS Scence Fair-GS Gym (Set Up) 3:30pm « 9:30pm
(GHS V/VAR BasketballHemando (Awy) 4:00pm
(M Cholr Concert+GHS Auditorium 6:00pm

Forum In Memphis, TN 8:00am « 12:30pm
(GES+Book Fair, Grades PreK « 3 8:00am « 2:30pm
Educators Risng Club-Communty Service wark at
(Grenada Food Pantry 8:15am « 3:10pm

Band in GHS Gym 10:45am - 12:35pm

Band In GHS Gym 10:45am « 12:35pm

§ Oayigh Svig T Ends § 1 Elchon Day ' 9 10 n Vierans Day
GMS Chalr n GHS Auditorum (GMS Chalr in GHS Auditorium Adult Ed. Registration:GLAD Cafe, 7:30am « 12:30pm |~ GHS Soccer-Qliv Branch(Away) Gis+S:00pm/Bays: | Educators Rising Club-Community Service workat | GHS Soccer-Oxford Toum.(Away) « TBA
Adut Ed, Registraton-GLAD Cafe, 7:30am « 12:30pm | Adult 4. Registration-GLAD Cafe, 7:30am « 12:30pm | GES-Book Falr: Grades Pre+ 38:00am « 2:30pm | 7:00pm Chakehiuma Swamp 8:00am « 3:15pm (GMS Chalrin GHS Aud,
(GESBook Far; Grades Prek - 38:00am « 2:30pm | GES+Book Falr: Grades PreK - 38:00am + 230pm | Band In GHS Gym 10:45am « 12:3%pm Adult d, Regitration-GLAD Cafe, 7:30am « 12:30pm | GES-Baok Fal: Grades Prek+ 38:00am « 2:30pm | Lions Band Audiions
Band In GHS Gym 10:45am « 12:35pm Band In GHS Gym 10:45am + 12:35pm (GHS Choir in GHS Aud. & cafetera 3:15pm (GES+Book Fair, Grades Prek « 3 8:00am « 230pm | Band In GHS Gym 10:45am + 12:35pm NIROTC Communty Service at Veterans Day Parade
(GMS Boys & Girs Basketball vs Horn Lake (Home) | Misisippl Safety Services Defensive Driving Courses Band In GHS Gym 10:45am « 12:35pm (GMS Cholr In GHS Aud. & cafeteria 3:1%m (GES:Baok Falr; Grades PreK - 3 8:00am « 2:30pm
5:00pm GCTC 5:00pm « 9:30pm GMS Chalrin GHS Aud. & cafetera 3:15pm (M Boys & Gl Baskethal Tournament at Bruce
(ES+Cholr Concert 6:00pm (GMS Boys & Grs Basketball vs Oxford (Home) :00pm 5:00pm
GHS G/ VAR BasketbalSouthaven (Away) 6:00pm
1 13 (] 1% 16 i It}
(GMS Cholr n GHS Aud, (GES+Book Falr Grades PreK - 38:00am + 2:30pm | GHS Soccer-South Panola(Home) GitsS:00pm/Boys+ | GMS Science Fair-GNS Gym 7:303m « 3:30pm Viclons Disney Trip GCTC Sills USA Fundralser-Fruit Sale GCTC Skl USA FundralsersFruft Sale
(ES+Book Falr, Grades Prek « 36:00am + 2:30pm | Band n GHS Gym 0:45m « 12:35pm 1:00pm DECA Club Pro Career Sports Marketing Day-Fed Ex | GES+Baok Fal: Grades Prek + 38:00am « 2:30pm | Vislons Disniy Trip GHS Boys Basketball-Hom Lake (Away) « TBA

(GES+Book Falr Grades PreK - 3 8:00am « 2:30pm
Band in GHS Gym 10:45%m « 12:35pm

(GHS JV Soccer-Winana(Home) Boy's Only 5:00pm
(GMS Boys & Girs Basketball v Bruce (Home) 5:00pm

Lions Band Callbacks

NIROTC Communty Sevice-Roadside Clean Up
Vislans Disney Trip

(GES-Baok Falr; Grades PreK - 3 8:00am « 2:30pm

(GES+Book Falr; Grades Prek - 3 8:00am « 2:30pm
fand in GHS Gym 10:45am  12:35pm

GES+Book Falr Grades PreK + 3 8:00am « 2:30pm
Band In GHS Gym 10:45am + 12:35pm

(GES+Book Fair, Grades PreK « 3 8:003m « 2:30pm
Band In GHS Gym 10:45am - 12:35pm

Band In GHS Gym 10:45am « 12:35pm

Sehool Board Meeting 6:00pm
19 ] n i) i Thanksging Dey U %
GCTC Scls USA Fundralser+Frut Sale (GCTC Stalls USA Fundralser-Fruit Sale GCTC Skls USA Fundralser-Frut Sale (GCTC Stalls USA Fundralser-Fruit Sale GCTC Skl USA Fundralser-Fruit Sale (GCTC Scls USA Fundralser+Frut Sale GCTC Skl USA Fundralser-Fruit Sale
Viskons Disnay Trp THANKSGIVING HOLIDAYSIN THANKSGIVING HOLIDAYS!! THANKSGIVING HOLIDAYS!! THANKSGIVING HOLIDAYSH! THANKSGIVING HOLIDAYSI! Vislons In GHS Aud.
(GES+Book Falrs Grades PreK - 3 8:00am - 2:30pm | Visons Disney Trip Visions Disnay Trip Vislons Disney Trip (GES+Book Fair: Grades PreK - 38:00am - 2:30pm | GES-Book Fai: Grades Pre « 3 8:00am - 2:30pm | GES+Book Fair, Grades PrekK - 3 8:00am - 2:30pm

Band In GHS Gym 10:45%m « 12:35pm

(GES+Book Falr,Grades PreK « 3 6:00am + 2:30pm
Band In GHS Gym 10:45am - 12:35pm

Vislons Practice/GHS Aud. 4:00pm « 8:00pm

(M5 Boys & Gl Basketball vs Coffeevlle (Home)

S0

(GHS JV/VAR Basketball-South Panola (Away) 4:00pm
Visons Practice/GHS Aud, 6:00pm « 8:00pm

% 0 % ] ]
GCTC Sidls USA Fundraler-Frut Sale (GCTC Skl USA FundralsersFrult Sale GCTC Skls USA Fundraler-Frut Sale (GCTC Skl USA FundraiersFrut Sale GCTC Skils USA Fundralser-Frut Sale
Viskons n GHS Aud, GHS V Soccer-Oxford{Avay) Girie5:00pm/Bays+ | Vslons In GHS Aud. Vislons In GHS Aud. GHS )V SoccersLafayette{Away) Gir:00pm/Boyse
(ES+Book Fal: Grades PreK « 38:00am « 230m | 7:00pm (GES:Boak Falr Grades PreK + 38:00am + 2:30pm | GESBook Falr Grades Prek « 38:00am + 2:30pm | 7:00pm
Vlslons In GHS Aud, Band In GHS Gym 10:45am « 12:35pm Band In GHS Gym 10:45am « 12:35pm Vislons In GHS Aud.

(GES+Book Fal; Grades PreK « 3 8:00am « 2:30pm
Band In GHS Gym 10:45am « 12:35pm

Vilans Practice/GHS Aud. 4:00pm « 8:00pm
Charisma Dance Wintr Review Recital:GHS Aud,
6:00pm




Early Learning Donation

Photo by Lisa Holli{g:i

Grenada School District Superintendent Dr. David Daigneault (left) accepts
a donation from Representative Tommy Reynolds (District 33) for Grenada’s
Pre-K Learning Blocks program. Under Mississippi’s new Early Learning
Collaborative Act, taxpayers may donate the amount of their state income
tax to their community’s Pre-K learning program and receive a tax credit

for the full amount. Reynolds is state representative for District 33, which
includes Grenada, Tallahatchie and Yalobusha counties.

TEACHING ASSISTANTS:

Keep teaching! Keep learning!
Earn your Bachelor of Elementary Education in Grenada.

VISIT DAY

to have it evaluated
for our BACHELOR'S DEGREE completion programs in:

e Criminal Justice

e JNIVERSITY of

MISSISSIPPT ™™™
GRENADA

on the Holmes-Grenada campus
1060 Avent Drive, Grenada, MS 38901

(662) 227-2348 | grenada@olemiss.edu

Y
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GSD Robotics Team Demos
at Afterglow Festival
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Photo by Jamie Kornegay

® General Business
¢ General Studies

Ninth graders (L. to r.) Amelia Ferguson, Marlie Sturgis, and Shelby Boyett
demonstrated their robot, Clawy, at the Grenada Afterglow Film Festival,
October 7. Participants were encouraged to take the robot for a test-run on
the obstacle course set up by students of Grenada Schools’ robotics team,
Pure Imagination.

Stop by any time
4:30-6:30 p.m.

Tuesday,
October 24

Holmes Community College-Grenada,
Auditorium Room 118, Phillips Hall

Complete an application for undergraduate admission to the UM-Grenada campus for Spring or
Summer 2018 during the Fall Visit Day Event, and we will pay your $40 application fee!*

* This promotion is only available on the UM-Grenada campus. The application fee waiver is not available for students applying to the Ole Miss main campus in Oxford.

outreach.olemiss.edu/umagyvisit
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career cllISIers Sponsored by

Walmart

Save money. Live better.
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Career Clusters is a program designed
to guide students along their path of
study in high school and college, prepar-
ing them for the career of their dreams.
Each cluster represents a major sector
of the U.S. job market, and within each
cluster, a specialized pathway helps
focus knowledge and skills

Each month we inspect one of the 16
Career Clusters, and this month we look
at Information Technology.

Earlier this year, the Bureau of Labor
Statistics identified math and computer-
related jobs as the second-fasting grow-
ing field in the nation. As our society
relies increasingly on digital communica-
tion and technology, companies will con-
tinue to seek experts to design, develop,
and manage different types of software
and hardware.

Though this field requires a solid
foundation in math and science as well
as strong technical skills, careers in
information technology exist in virtually
every part of the economy.

The four pathways that lead to specific
careers in Information Technology in-
clude:

Network Systems
Successful organizations rely on
efficient technological infrastructure,

GETe ¢

LANDMARK REALTY

1360 Sunset Drive, Suite One
Grenada, MS. 38901

(662)226-4454
www.coldwellbankergrenada.com

which allows users to communicate and
share information. People with expertise
in designing, installing, maintaining, and
managing computer networks are in high
demand by organizations of all types. For
example, a student with proficiency in
computing and an interest in health and
medicine could work in a medical facil-
ity, creating and maintaining the network
that enables multiple doctors to view the
same patient’s X-rays in real time to de-
termine the diagnosis and best treatment.
Network professionals often specialize
in specific areas of an organization’s
infrastructure, such as computer security
and data storage.

Information Support and Services
Most modern companies rely on
successful IT deployment to keep their
organization’s technological resources in
top shape. Students entering this pathway
will use their computing expertise to
provide technical assistance to employ-
ees, implement systems and software,
maintain and repair systems, and create
technical documentation for informa-
tion systems. IT technicians are in high
demand across all sectors of the job
market. For instance, a motivated support
and service technician may find plenty
of work integrating multiple databases at

© Nissan North America, Inc.
and
he State of Mississippi
In recognition of
manufacturing tacility
o

a global investment company, enabling
employees to share between the New
York, Paris and Hong Kong offices, and
improving service to customers.

Web and Digital Communications
Careers in Web and Digital Com-
munications involve creating, designing
and producing interactive multimedia
products and services, including develop-
ment of digitally-generated or computer-
enhanced media used in business, train-
ing, entertainment, communications and
marketing. Organizations of all types and
sizes use digital media (the World Wide
Web, CD-ROM, DVD) to communicate
with existing and potential customers,
to track transactions, and to collaborate
with colleagues. Web and digital com-
munications experts will find a variety of
employment opportunities, from websites
and social media platforms that require
designer, developers, administrators;
e-business sites that allow people around
the world to buy and sell items in real-
time; and entertainment companies that
produce digital animation, virtual reality,
and video production.

Programming and Software
Development
Students with a knowledge of comput-

]
TR

er systems and proficiency in program-
ming languages may find exciting work
in design, development, implementation,
and maintenance of computer systems
and software. They’ll work with cutting-
edge technologies to develop tomor-
row’s products for use by businesses and
consumers. While many of the career
opportunities in this area are in software
companies, large organizations of other
types, such as financial services and busi-
ness, also need talented programmers.
Among the exciting jobs in this field are
developing new apps and video games
and creating the software that launches
and runs NASA space shuttles.

For more information about required
and recommended classes for a pathway
to the information technology industry,
Grenada High School students should
make an appointment with their coun-
selors. For more information on Career
Clusters, visit the Advance CTE website
— www.careertech.org — where you’ll
find useful resources including a de-
scription of all 16 Career Clusters, a list
of credentials required for each Career
Cluster, and a Student Interest Survey
that uses your responses to help guide
you to your top three Career Clusters of

interest.

Mississippi
tobacco

The primary goals are:

Photo left

| GCTC classes visited Nis-
e 4 san. (back | to r) Trevonia
' Powell, Amanda Parker,
Jonathan Cook, Melissa
Wiggins, David Amo-

rin, Alex Ferguson, Chris
Smith, Kyle Nix, Tyler
Dulin, Nic Permenter, Alex
Shepherd, Dylan Ables,
Case Parker, Daniel Fike,
Cade Whitfield, Randy
Walker, Breyton Howell,
Brianna Hundley, Gage
Rokasky, Thomas Cole-
man, (front | to r) osh
Allen, Peyton Allen, and
Evan Hobson

COALITION

OF GRENADA,
YALOBUSHA,
AND CALHOUN,
COUNTIES

* prevent tobacco use among youth

- advance state-wide cessation services

* minimize exposure to secondhand smoke
- eliminate tobacco-related disparities

For More Information Contact
MTFC Director Sue Mashburne 226-2589



By Jamie Kornegay
GSD Reporter

When he comes home to visit, Charlie
Worsham recognizes himself in the high
school kids he meets around town. Char-
lie, a Grenada High School graduate and
Nashville singer-songwriter, remembers
the struggles of being a teenager and how
a guitar and a song can sometimes be the
only friend you need.

“Put a guitar in a kid’s hand,” Charlie
says, “and anything can happen.”
Worsham has toured all over and per-
formed with some of Nashville’s biggest
names, from Taylor Swift and Miranda
Lambert to Vince Gill and Marty Stuart.
Throughout his travels, he talks about his
hometown and says the people he meets
are always interested to hear stories from
back home.

Photo left: Grenada Elementary
student Sydney Beane practices
her Fender guitar at a Follow
Your Heart workshop.

Photo right: Charlie Worsham
(right) meets with GHS student
Aidan Moore at the Follow Your
Heart graduation ceremony at
the Grammy Museum last July.

“We’re building a program that will
grow every year,” she says.

For last year’s pilot program, the
Worshams expected five to ten students
and got 15 high school and middle school
students, based on recommendations
from the community. This year they’ll
review applications and select 30 more
students.

“Every kid gets a Fender guitar, and
the DMI instructors will teach them how
to play it,” Sherry explains.

The two-hour workshops will meet
once a week during the spring semester.
For every lesson they attend, students
earn credit toward their instrument. Per-
fect attendance earns them a free guitar.

Grenada native Barry Bays, a profes-
sional musician and a DMI instructor,
coordinates the Delta State student teach-
ers. He says, “This is great program for
kids who don’t fit in the traditional band
or choir program. It gives them an outlet
to be creative.”

Last spring’s graduating class took part
in a ceremony at the Grammy Museum
in Cleveland. Charlie flew in and talked
with each student individually about their
aspirations in music, and then he per-
formed with them on stage.

While they were in town, the Follow
Your Heart students visited the Delta Mu
sic Institute, where they explored Delta

“Why wait until you get filthy rich

to help people?’

3

Charlie Worsham

Charlie always looked forward to the
day when he became rich and famous
so he could reach back and lend a hand
to help kids like him. And one day it hit
him: “Why wait until you get filthy rich
to help people?”

With the help of generous friends,
Charlie started the Follow Your Heart
scholarship. The fund offers aid to Gre-
nada County graduates with “a demon-
strated passion for the arts” and a desire
to turn that passion into an academic
degree. The non-profit Community Foun-
dation of Middle Tennessee manages the
scholarship and independently reviews
the applications, which are available to
graduating Grenada High School stu-
dents.

Charlie took the scholarship a step
further last year when he created the Fol-
low Your Heart Arts Program, a series of
instructive guitar workshops that directly
benefits the students of Grenada Schools.
Charlie’s mom, Sherry Worsham, who
has spent the last year developing some
of Grenada School District’s most inno-
vative programs, recruited the first group
of kids. They partnered with Fender, who
donated guitars, and the Delta Music
Institute (DMI) at Delta State Univer-
sity, who provided student instructors to
teach the lessons.

State’s extensive music performance
and production spaces. They also made
a pilgrimage to Dockery Plantation, the
refurbished cotton plantation outside of
Cleveland where such iconic bluesmen
as Charlie Patton, Robert Johnson, and
Howlin” Wolf got their start.

Sherry Worsham says the workshop
students get an added education in the
rich musical history of their home state.
“No other place in the country can claim
a musical heritage like Mississippi,” she
says. “We’re teaching with the hopes of
keeping that tradition alive. We should be
growing musicians here like we’re grow-
ing cotton and soybeans.”

“What’s happening with Follow Your
Heart is exactly how the blues was
passed along,” says DMI Director and
Grammy-winning artist Tricia Walker.
“It’s just people passing down knowledge
and stories to younger players who are
just starting out.”

“It’s also great for our instructors,”
adds Bays. “Whenever you have to teach
something to someone else, it makes you
stop and think about it. You become bet-
ter in the process.”

Follow Your Heart has made Char-
lie Worsham a better artist. Of all his
remarkable experiences in the music
business, he says working with these kids
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97, 7
Delta Music Institute instructor Tyan Nash (left) teaches Grenada School
District students Dylan Smith (middle) and Reid Viner how to play guitar as
part of the Follow Your Heart Arts Program. The instructional workshops
grew out of a scholarship started by Grenada native Charlie Worsham to
help Grenada graduates aspiring to study the arts in college. Delta State
University students taught local kids how to play guitars, which they were
able to keep, courtesy of Fender Guitars and the Follow Your Heart program.
Students interested in next spring’s workshops may apply starting Novem-
ber 1.

has been the most fulfilling. “I see myself
and I see the difference that one opportu-
nity can make.”

Charlie says, “There are folks in
Nashville rooting for us and for these
kids, and I know there are folks in the
Grenada community who already see the
difference it’s making. And I think we’re

Did
you

kIl()Wo

You Can Announce
Birthdays and Anniversaries
on the GSD Digital Sign
for only $25 per day!

Call GSD Communications

662-226-1575
Must be reserved 4 days in advance.

just getting started.”

Applications will be available Nov. 1
at Grenada Middle and High Schools as
well as the group’s Facebook page,
@FollowYourHeartArts.
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Sixth grade Students of the Month for September are (front | to r) Gabrlel
Keeler, Leah Lemley, Eli Brasher, Anna Ferguson, Sara Beth Burden, (back
| to r) Jackson Jenkins, Paris Hall, Javaion Reed, Assistant Principal Barry
Rogers, Madarrius Ewing, Gary Davis, Mary-Faith Vance, and Kayden Wal-
ters.

Photo by Lisa Holland

Seventh Grade Students of the Month for September are (front | to r) Carson
Little, Tia Ewing, Meredith Meriwether, Hilary Beckwith, Alyssa Smitherman,
Jalyn Bullin, (back | to r) Braden Johnston, Anthony Frankin, Assistant
Principal Barry Rogers, Tirell Conley, Caleb Chrestman, Carmen Rosenthall,
and Azaria Owens.

) Photo by Lisa Holland

Eighth Grade Students of the Month for September are (front | to r) Lacey
Johnsey, Asia Brock, Jaylynn Hall, (back | to r) Casey Clanton, Haylee
Smith, Mason Byars, Assistant Principal Barry Rogers, Marquavious
Townsend, and Chris Rhodes.

“Two Tops” couiwmree

Finally, the school is launching its
first-ever book club for fourth and fifth
graders that will enhance the students’
understanding and enjoyment of reading.

We look forward to seeing how these
innovative strategies cross-pollinate
when we open the lines of communica-
tions between teachers at both schools
who are working hard to enrich study at
Grenada Schools.

With an easier transition to upper

Grenada School District Website
Wi grenadaki2.com

Facehook Page Grenada School District

grades, we believe our students will

be more successful academically and
socially, and they’ll be better prepared for
middle and high school.

Grenada School District prides itself
on offering an education that lasts not
from one grade to the next, or even one
school to the next, but for a student’s
entire journey, from Pre-K to 12th grade.
And the journey begins right here ... at
Grenada Elementary School.

© 2017 Grenada School District - Superintendent - Dr. David Daigneault

Lions Club
Eye Screenmg
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88 renada Lions Club

(DISTRICT 30 M)
partners with

Community Eye Screening For Children @

-earning is Visual. Screening from 6
;o 6 years of age provides early

[ HILD DESERVES TO SEE CLEARLY |¢% S
>ening provided with the help of a Lions Clubs
g nternat;onal Foundation grant.

Lions Club member Gwen Nichols (Ieft) screens GES student Tate Shirley
using the new Plusoptix computerized camera.

By Pamela Hubbard
Lions Club Member

The Grenada Lions Club brought their
new Plusoptix computerized camera to
Grenada Elementary School and con-
ducted 71 vision screenings of preschool
students. The Plusoptix detects many
eye problems, including “lazy eye,” and
registers data for each student. If the test
indicates any potential vision problems,
a print-out of the data is given to the
teacher and parent to encourage a follow-
up visit with an ophthalmologist.

In addition to using the Plusoptix for
special-education students at Grenada El-
ementary, the Lions used two new Titmus
V2 screeners purchased by the district to
screen most of the other students at the
elementary and middle school.

The Lions Club vision screenings
are made possible through a Lions Club
International Foundation grant to sup-
port the Lions KID Sight USA project.
The project’s goal is to screen as many
children between the ages of six months
and six years of age in order to detect any
abnormalities that need to be corrected.
Some abnormalities cannot be corrected
after the age of six. It is important to
discover these issues as soon as possible
to ensure a child’s eye health.

Physiological changes in middle
school kids make it important to scan that
age group as well.
Good eyesight helps children learn better
and gives them confidence in the class-
room, which is why the Grenada Lions
Club has screened students’ vision for
decades.

Be Responsible

Be Respectful

Grocery

Basket

Grenada

WE PUT NORBE IN YOUB

Supporting our community for over 35 years.
1770 South Commerce Street

Be Caring

BASHET FOB

062-226-0541
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