
K-12 COLLEGE & CAREER  

READINESS and GEAR UP
Fort Wayne Community Schools

Attention High School Seniors and Parents/Guardians of High School 

Seniors:

Financial aid makes education after high school more affordable, but first, 

students MUST apply by filing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA) at www.studentaid.gov . The FAFSA filing season opened on 

October 1, 2022 for the 2023-2024 academic school year. This free 

government application uses financial information from you and your family 

to determine your financial aid award from the federal government to pay for 

college. If you plan to attend college next year, you MUST complete the 

FAFSA.

Each year, millions of students who are eligible for aid dollars are unable to 

complete the FAFSA, leaving money on the table that could have helped 

them pursue postsecondary education. We do not want you to miss out on 

receiving these funds.

We realize that completing the FAFSA can be a daunting task for some 

individuals. Your Guidance Office and the K-12 College and Career 

Readiness Office will host various FREE events throughout the academic 

year to help you complete the FAFSA. 

Please review this newsletter to learn about upcoming events.

Shenita V. Bolton, Ed.S.

Director of K-12 College and Career Readiness

Phone: (260) 467-7257

Fax: (260) 467-1974 

Email: shenita.bolton@fwcs.k12.in.us
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• Individualized College and Career Planning 

• High School College and Career Prep Program 

• Middle School College and Career Exploration Program 

• Elementary College and Career Exploration Program 

• Twenty-First Century Scholars Program 

• Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate 

Programs (GEAR UP Program) 

• College Application, College Essay and FAFSA Assistance 

• College Visit Programs 

• College Fair Programs 

• SAT/ACT Prep

• Career Internship/Job Shadowing Programs 

• College and Career Readiness Community Outreach 

Programs 

• Volunteer Programs 

• Traditional and Athletic Mentorship Programs 

• Parent Workshops 

• College and Career Resource Area

• Pathways, Pipelines and Career Clusters 

• Dual Credit, AP & IB and High Ability

• Mentorships &Tutoring

• b Instrumental 

• K-12 Athletic Alignment 

• Continuing Education
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For more information contact:
Martin Murphy

K-12 College and Career Readiness 
Coordinator

martin.murphy@fwcs.k12.in.us or 
(260) 467 -2655

21st Century Scholars Program 

Indiana’s 21st Century Scholars Program 

provides qualified students with up to four 

years of their undergraduate tuition at Indiana 

colleges and universities. 

Middle School Students

In order to receive the 21st Century 

Scholarship, students MUST enroll no later 

than the end of their 8th grade year. We 

strongly encourage all 7th and 8th grade 

students to enroll. Students who meet the 

income eligibility requirements, will benefit 

from this scholarship. 

ENROLL IN THE PROGRAM TODAY AT

https://learnmoreindiana.org/scholars/enroll or 

see your counselor or K-12 College and 

Career Readiness Student Advisor for a 21st

Century Scholars Worksheet. 

High School Students

High school students must complete three 

Scholar Success Program activities each year, 

graduate from an Indiana high school with a 

minimum of a Core 40 diploma, earn at least a 

cumulative (overall) grade point average of 

2.5, not use illegal drugs or alcohol or commit 

a crime or delinquent act, complete their 

FAFSA by April 15, and be accepted into an 

Indiana college or university. 

Setting our Students up for Success!

mailto:Martin.murphy@fwcs.k12.in.us
https://learnmoreindiana.org/scholars/enroll
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K-12 Music and “b 

Instrumental” Program
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FWCS students enjoyed learning about college and careers through onsite college 

and career visits and workshops throughout the summer!

ADD 

PICTURES 

FROM THE 

SUMMER 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Shenita V. Bolton, Ed. S

Director, K-12 College and

Career Readiness

Phone: (260) 467-7257

Fax: (260) 467-1974

Email: shenita.bolton@fwcs.k12.in.us

Karen Kill

K-12 College and Career Readiness 

Grant Analyst

Phone: (260) 467-7287

Fax: (260) 467-1974

Email: karen.kill@fwcs.k12.in.us

Amie Ter Molen 

K-12 College and Career Readiness 

Secretary

Phone: (260) 467-7292

Fax: (260) 467-1974

Email: amie.termolen@fwcs.k12.in.us
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Contact Us!
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