TURLOCK UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Governing Board of the Turlock Unified School District is
committed to equal opportunity for all individuals.

The following posters define Board Policies that safeguard
opportunity for all and ensure that students and staff have a
safe, secure environment in which to work and learn.

Nondiscrimination in District Programs and Activities
= Board Policy 0410
Uniform Complaint Procedures (UCP)
= Board Policy 1312.3
o UCP Annual Notice
o Williams Complaint Classroom Notice
Sexual Harassment (Personnel)
= Board Policies 4119.11(a), 4219.11, 4319
Bullying
= Board Policy 5131.2
Nondiscrimination/Harassment
» Board Policy 5145.3
Sexual Harassment (Students)
» Board Policy 5145.7
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TURLOCK UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
NONDISCRIMINATION IN DISTRICT PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES

BP 0410

The Board of Trustees is committed to providing equal opportunity for all individuals in district
programs and activities. District programs, activities, and practices shall be free from unlawful
discrimination, including discrimination against an individual or group based on race, color, ancestry,
nationality, national origin, immigration status, ethnic group identification, ethnicity, age, religion,
marital status, pregnancy, parental status, physical or mental disability, sex, sexual orientation,
gender, gender identity, gender expression, or genetic information; a perception of one or more of
such characteristics; or association with a person or group with one or more of these actual or
perceived characteristics.

All individuals shall be treated equitably in the receipt of district and school services. Personally
identifiable information collected in the implementation of any district program, including, but not
limited to, student and family information for the free and reduced-price lunch program, transportation,
or any other educational program, shall be used only for the purposes of the program, except when
the Superintendent or designee authorizes its use for another purpose in accordance with law.
Resources and data collected by the district shall not be used, directly or by others, to compile a list,
registry, or database of individuals based on race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, ethnicity,
national origin, or immigration status or any other category identified above.

District programs and activities shall be free of any racially derogatory or discriminatory school or
athletic team names, mascots, or nicknames.

The Superintendent or designee shall annually review district programs and activities to ensure the
removal of any derogatory or discriminatory name, image, practice, or other barrier that may
unlawfully prevent an individual or group in any of the protected categories stated above from
accessing district programs and activities. He/she shall take prompt, reasonable actions to remove
any identified barrier. The Superintendent or designee shall report his/her findings and
recommendations to the Board after each review.

All allegations of unlawful discrimination in district programs and activities shall be investigated and
resolved in accordance with the procedures specified in AR 1312.3 - Uniform Complaint Procedures.

Pursuant to 34 CFR 104.8 and 34 CFR 106.9, the Superintendent or designee shall notify students,
parents/guardians, employees, employee organizations, applicants for admission and employment,
and sources of referral for applicants about the district's policy on nondiscrimination and related
complaint procedures. Such notification shall be included in the annual parental notification
distributed pursuant to Education Code 48980 and, as applicable, in announcements, bulletins,
catalogs, handbooks, application forms, or other materials distributed by the district. The notification
shall also be posted on the district's web site and social media and in district schools and offices,
including staff lounges, student government meeting rooms, and other prominent locations as
appropriate.
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BP 0410

In addition, the annual parental notification shall inform parents/guardians of their children's right to a
free public education regardless of immigration status or religious beliefs, including information on
educational rights issued by the California Attorney General. Alternatively, such information may be
provided through any other cost-effective means determined by the Superintendent or designee.
(Education Code 234.7)

The district's nondiscrimination policy and related informational materials shall be published in a
format that parents/guardians can understand. In addition, when 15 percent or more of a school's
students speak a single primary language other than English, those materials shall be translated into
that other language.

Access for Individuals with Disabilities

District programs and facilities, viewed in their entirety, shall be in compliance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) and any implementing standards and/or regulations. When structural
changes to existing district facilities are needed to provide individuals with disabilities access to
programs, services, activities, or facilities, the Superintendent or designee shall develop a transition
plan that sets forth the steps for completing the changes.

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that the district provides appropriate auxiliary aids and
services when necessary to afford individuals with disabilities equal opportunity to participate in or
enjoy the benefits of a service, program, or activity. These aids and services may include, but are not
limited to, qualified interpreters or readers, assistive listening devices, assistive technologies or other
modifications to increase accessibility to district and school web sites, notetakers, written materials,
taped text, and Braille or large-print materials. Individuals with disabilities shall notify the
Superintendent or principal if they have a disability that requires special assistance or services.
Reasonable notification should be given prior to a school-sponsored function, program, or meeting.

The individual identified in AR 1312.3 - Uniform Complaint Procedures as the employee responsible
for coordinating the district's response to complaints and for complying with state federal civil rights
laws is hereby designated as the district's ADA coordinator. He/she shall receive and address
requests for accommodation submitted by individuals with disabilities, and shall investigate and
resolve complaints regarding their access to district programs, services, activities, or facilities.

Director of Student Services
1574 E. Canal Drive
Turlock, CA, 95380

(209) 667-0887
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TURLOCK UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
UNIFORM COMPLAINT PROCEDURES

BP 1312.3

The Governing Board recognizes that the district has the primary responsibility to ensure
compliance with applicable state and federal laws and regulations governing educational
programs. The Board encourages early resolution of complaints whenever possible. To resolve
complaints which may require a more formal process, the Board adopts the uniform system of
complaint processes specified in 5 CCR 4600-4670 and the accompanying administrative
regulation.

The district's uniform complaint procedures (UCP) shall be used to investigate and resolve the
following complaints:

1. Any complaint alleging district violation of applicable state or federal law or regulations
governing adult education programs, after school education and safety programs, migrant
education, career technical and technical education and training programs, child care and
development programs, child nutrition programs, special education programs, consolidated
categorical aid programs, and any other district-implemented program which is listed in
Education Code 64000(a) (5 CCR 4610)

2. Any complaint alleging the occurrence of unlawful discrimination (such as discriminatory
harassment, intimidation, or bullying) against any student, employee, or other person participating
in district programs and activities, including, but not limited to, those programs or activities funded
directly by or that receive or benefit from any state financial assistance, based on the person's
actual or perceived characteristics of race or ethnicity, color, ancestry, nationality, national origin,
ethnic group identification, age, religion, marital, pregnancy, or parental status, physical or mental
disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, gender expression, or genetic
information, or any other characteristic identified in Education Code 200 or 220, Government
Code 11135, or Penal Code 422.55, or based on his/her association with a person or group with
one or more of these actual or perceived characteristics (5 CCR 4610)

3. Any complaint alleging district noncompliance with the requirement to provide reasonable
accommodation to a lactating student on school campus to express breast milk, breastfeed an
infant child, or address other breastfeeding-related needs of the student (Education Code 222)

4. Any complaint alleging district noncompliance with the prohibition against requiring students
to pay fees, deposits, or other charges for participation in educational activities (5 CCR 4610)

5. Any complaint alleging district noncompliance with legal requirements related to the
implementation of the local control and accountability plan (Education Code 52075)

6. Any complaint, by or on behalf of any student who is a foster youth, alleging district
noncompliance with any legal requirement applicable to the student regarding placement
decisions, the responsibilities of the district's educational liaison to the student, the award of credit
for coursework satisfactorily completed in another school or district, school transfer, or the grant of
an exemption from Board-imposed graduation requirements (Education Code 48853, 48853.5,
49069.5, 51225.1, 51225.2)
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7. Any complaint, by or on behalf of a homeless student as defined in 42 USC 11434a, alleging
district noncompliance with any requirement applicable to the student regarding the award of
credit for coursework satisfactorily completed in another school or district or the grant of an
exemption from Board-imposed graduation requirements (Education

Code 51225.1, 51225.2)

8. Any complaint, by or on behalf of a former juvenile court school student who transfers into the
district after his/her second year of high school, alleging district noncompliance with any
requirement applicable to the student regarding the award of credit for coursework satisfactorily
completed in the juvenile court school or the grant of an exemption from Board-imposed
graduation requirements (Education Code 51225.1, 51225.2)

9. Any complaint alleging district noncompliance with the requirements of Education Code
51228.1 and 51228.2 that prohibit the assignment of a student to a course without educational
content for more than one week in any semester or to a course the student has previously
satisfactorily completed, without meeting specified conditions (Education Code 51228.3)

10. Any complaint alleging district noncompliance with the physical education instructional
minutes requirement for students in elementary school (Education Code 51210, 51223)

11. Any complaint alleging retaliation against a complainant or other participant in the complaint
process or anyone who has acted to uncover or report a violation subject to this policy

12. Any other complaint as specified in a district policy

The Board recognizes that alternative dispute resolution (ADR) can, depending on the nature of the
allegations, offer a process to reach a resolution to the complaint that is acceptable to all parties.
ADR such as mediation shall be offered to resolve complaints that involve more than one student
and no adult. However, mediation shall not be offered or used to resolve any complaint involving
sexual assault or where there is a reasonable risk that a party to the mediation would feel
compelled to participate. The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that the use of ADR is
consistent with state and federal laws and regulations.

The district shall protect all complainants from retaliation. In investigating complaints, the
confidentiality of the parties involved shall be protected as required by law. For any complaint
alleging retaliation or unlawful discrimination (such as discriminatory harassment, intimidation, or
bullying), the Superintendent or designee shall keep the identity of the complainant, and/or the
subject of the complaint if he/she is different from the complainant, 2017 confidential when
appropriate and as long as the integrity of the complaint process is maintained.

When an allegation that is not subject to the UCP is included in a UCP complaint, the district shall
refer the non-UCP allegation to the appropriate staff or agency and shall investigate and, if
appropriate, resolve the UCP-related allegation(s) through the district's UCP.

The Superintendent or designee shall provide training to district staff to ensure awareness and

knowledge of current law and related requirements, including the steps and timelines specified
in this policy and the accompanying administrative regulation.
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Non-UCP Complaints

The Superintendent or designee shall maintain records of all UCP complaints and the
investigations of those complaints in accordance with applicable law and district policy.

The following complaints shall not be subject to the district's UCP but shall be referred to the
specified agency: (5 CCR 4611)

1. Any complaint alleging child abuse or neglect shall be referred to the County Department of
Social Services, the County Protective Services Division, and the appropriate law enforcement
agency.

2. Any complaint alleging health and safety violations by a child development program shall, for
licensed facilities, be referred to Department of Social Services and shall, for licensing- exempt
facilities, be referred to the appropriate Child Development regional administrator.

3. Any complaint alleging employment discrimination shall be sent to the California Department
of Fair Employment and Housing and the compliance officer shall notify the complainant by first
class mail of the transfer.

4. Any complaint alleging fraud shall be referred to the California Department of Education.
In addition, the district's Williams Uniform Complaint Procedures, AR 1312.4, shall be used to
investigate and resolve any complaint related to sufficiency of textbooks or instructional materials,

emergency or urgent facilities conditions that pose a threat to the health or safety of students or
staff, or teacher vacancies and misassignments. (Education Code 35186)

Complaint procedures can be obtained from the Turlock Unified School District Office, 1574 Canal
Drive, Turlock, CA. The procedure can also be viewed on the district website:

https://www.turlock.k12.ca.us/Page/1385

The offices of all Turlock Unified District schools can be found on the district website. The
complete board policies including citations, can also be found on the district website.
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2019-20 Uniform Complaint Procedures (UCP)
Annual Notice

Turlock Unified School District

For students, employees, parents/guardians, school and district advisory
committee members, private school officials, and other interested parties

The Turlock Unified School District has the primary responsibility for compliance with federal and state
laws and regulations. We have established Uniform Complaint Procedures (UCP) to address
allegations of unlawful discrimination, harassment, intimidation, and bullying, and complaints alleging
violation of state or federal laws governing educational programs, the charging of unlawful pupil fees
and the non-compliance of our Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP).

We will investigate all allegations of unlawful discrimination, harassment, intimidation or bullying
against any protected group as identified in Education Code section 200 and 220 and Government
Code section 11135, including any actual or perceived characteristics as set forth in Penal Code
section 422.55 or on the basis or a person’s association with a person or group with one or more of
these actual or perceived characteristics in any program or activity conducted by the LEA, which is
funded directly by, or that receives or benefits from any state financial assistance.

The UCP shall also be used when addressing complaints alleging failure to comply with state and/or
federal laws in:

Adult Education

After School Education and Safety

Agricultural Vocational Education

American Indian Education Centers and American Indian Early Childhood Education Program
Assessments

Career Technical Education

Child Care and Development Programs including state preschool
Consolidated Categorical Programs

Discrimination, Harassment, Intimidation, and Bullying

Foster and Homeless Youth

Local Control Funding Formula and Local Control Accountability Plans
Migrant Education

NCLB Titles I-VII

Nutrition Services - USDA Civil Rights

Regional Occupational Centers and Programs

School Facilities

Special Education

Tobacco-Use Prevention Education Program

Unlawful Pupil Fees

A pupil fees and/or LCAP complaint may be filed anonymously if the complainant provides evidence
or information leading to evidence to support the complaint.
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A pupil enrolled in a public school shall not be required to pay a pupil fee for participation in an
educational activity.

A pupil fee includes, but is not limited to, all of the following:

1. Afee charged to a pupil as a condition for registering for school or classes, or as a condition
for participation in a class or an extracurricular activity, regardless of whether the class or
activity is elective or compulsory, or is for credit.

2. A security deposit, or other payment, that a pupil is required to make to obtain a lock, locker,
book, class apparatus, musical instrument, clothes, or other materials or equipment.

3. A purchase that a pupil is required to make to obtain materials, supplies, equipment, or clothes
associated with an educational activity.

A pupil fee complaint shall be filed no later than one year from the date the alleged violation occurred.

Complaints other than issues relating to pupil fees must be filed in writing with the following
designated to receive complaints: Director of Student Services, District Office, 1574 Canal Drive,
Turlock CA 95380

A pupil fees complaint is filed with the Turlock Unified School District and/or the principal of a school.

Complaints alleging discrimination, harassment, intimidation, or bullying, must be filed within six (6)
months from the date the alleged discrimination, harassment, intimidation, or bullying, occurred or
the date the complainant first obtained knowledge of the facts of the alleged discrimination,
harassment, intimidation, or bullying, unless the time for filing is extended by the superintendent or
his or her designee.

Complaints will be investigated and a written Decision or report will be sent to the complainant within
sixty (60) days from the receipt of the complaint. This sixty (60) day time period may be extended by
written agreement of the complainant. The LEA person responsible for investigating the complaint
shall conduct and complete the investigation in accordance with sections 4680-4687 and in
accordance with local procedures adopted under section 4621.

The complainant has a right to appeal our Decision of complaints regarding specific programs, pupil
fees and the LCAP to the California Department of Education (CDE) by filing a written appeal within
15 days of receiving our Decision.

The appeal must be accompanied by a copy of the originally-filed complaint and a copy of our
Decision.

The complainant is advised of civil law remedies, including, but not limited to, injunctions, restraining
orders, or other remedies or orders that may be available under state or federal discrimination,
harassment, intimidation or bullying laws, if applicable.

A copy of our UCP compliant policies and procedures is available free of charge.
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Turlock Unified School District
Williams Complaints Classroom Notice

2019-20

Notice to Parents, Guardians, Pupils, and Teachers
Complaint Rights

Pursuant to California Education Code Section 35186, you are hereby notified that:

1. There should be sufficient textbooks and instructional materials. That means
each pupil, including English learners, must have a textbook or instructional
materials, or both, to use in class and to take home.

2. School facilities must be clean, safe, and maintained in good repair.

There should be no teacher vacancies or misassignments. There should be a
teacher assigned to each class and not a series of substitutes or other temporary
teachers. The teacher should have the proper credential to teach the class,
including the certification required to teach English learners if present.

Teacher vacancy means a position to which a single designated certificated
employee has not been assigned at the beginning of the year for an entire year
or, if the position is for a one-semester course, a position to which a single
designated certificated employee has not been assigned at the beginning of a
semester for an entire semester.

Misassignment means the placement of a certificated employee in a teaching or
services position for which the employee does not hold a legally recognized
certificate or credential or the placement of a certificated employee in a teaching
or services position that the employee is not otherwise authorized by statute to
hold.

3. A complaint form may be obtained at the school office, district office, or
downloaded from the school’'s Web site]. You may also download a copy of the
California Department of Education complaint form from the following Web site:
http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cp/uc.



http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cp/uc

Turlock Unified School District

Anti-Bullying and Anti-Cyberbullying Policy

BP 5131.2, AR 5131.2

The Board of Trustees recognizes the harmful effects of bullying on student well-being, student
learning, and school attendance and desires to provide a safe school environment that protects
students from physical and emotional harm. No individual or group shall, through physical, written,
verbal, visual, or other means, harass, sexually harass, threaten, intimidate, cyberbully, cause bodily
injury to, or commit hate violence against any student or school personnel, or retaliate against them
for filing a complaint or participating in the complaint resolution process.

The Superintendent or designee shall develop strategies for addressing bullying in district schools
with the involvement of students, parents/guardians, and staff. As appropriate, the Superintendent or
designee may also collaborate with social services, mental health services, law enforcement, courts,
and other agencies and community organizations in the development and implementation of effective
strategies to promote safety in schools and the community.

Such strategies shall be incorporated into the comprehensive safety plan and, to the extent possible,
into the local control and accountability plan and other applicable district and school plans.

Any complaint of bullying shall be investigated and, if determined to be discriminatory, resolved in
accordance with law and the district's uniform complaint procedures specified in AR 1312.3. If, during
the investigation, it is determined that a complaint is about nondiscriminatory bullying, the principal or
designee shall inform the complainant and shall take all necessary actions to resolve the complaint.

Any employee who permits or engages in bullying or retaliation related to bullying shall be subject to
disciplinary action, up to and including dismissal.

Definitions

Bullying is an unwanted, aggressive behavior that involves a real or perceived imbalance of power
between individuals with the intent to cause emotional or physical harm. Bullying can be physical,
verbal, or social/relational and involves repetition or potential repetition of a deliberate act.

Cyberbullying includes the electronic creation or transmission of harassing communications, direct
threats, or other harmful texts, sounds, or images. Cyberbullying also includes breaking into another
person's electronic account or assuming that person's online identity in order to damage that person's
reputation.

Examples of the types of conduct that may constitute bullying and are prohibited by the district
include, but are not limited to:
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BP 5131.2, AR 5131.2

1. Physical bullying that inflicts harm upon a person's body or possessions, such as hitting,
kicking, pinching, spitting, tripping, pushing, taking or breaking someone's possessions, or making
cruel or rude hand gestures

2. Verbal bullying that includes saying or writing hurtful things, such as teasing, name-calling,
inappropriate sexual comments, taunting, or threats to cause harm

3. Social/relational bullying that harms a person's reputation or relationships, such as leaving a
person out of an activity on purpose, influencing others not to be friends with someone, spreading
rumors, or embarrassing someone in public

4, Cyberbullying, such as sending demeaning or hateful text messages or emails, sending
rumors by email or by posting on social networking sites, or posting embarrassing photos, videos,
web site, or fake profiles

Measures to Prevent Bullying

The Superintendent or designee shall implement measures to prevent bullying in district schools,
including, but not limited to, the following:

1. Ensuring that each school establishes clear rules for student conduct and implements
strategies to promote a positive, collaborative school climate

2. Providing to students, through student handbooks and other age-appropriate means,
information about district and school rules related to bullying, mechanisms available for reporting
incidents or threats, and the consequences for engaging in bullying

3. Encouraging students to notify school staff when they are being bullied or when they suspect
that another student is being bullied, and providing means by which students may report threats or
incidents confidentially and anonymously

4, Conducting an assessment of bullying incidents at each school and, if necessary, increasing
supervision and security in areas where bullying most often occurs, such as classrooms,
playgrounds, hallways, restrooms, and cafeterias

5. Annually notifying district employees that, pursuant to Education Code 234.1, any school staff
who witnesses an act of bullying against a student has a responsibility to immediately intervene to
stop the incident when it is safe to do so

Staff Development

The Superintendent or designee shall make the California Department of Education's online training
module on the dynamics of bullying and cyberbullying, which includes the identification of bullying and
cyberbullying and the implementation of strategies to address bullying, available annually to all
certificated staff and to other employees who have regular interaction with students. (Education Code
32283.5)

20f4



BP 5131.2, AR 5131.2

The Superintendent or designee shall provide training to teachers and other school staff to raise their
awareness about the legal obligation of the district and its employees to prevent discrimination,
harassment, intimidation, and bullying of district students. Such training shall be designed to provide
staff with the skills to:

1. Discuss the diversity of the student body and school community, including their varying
immigration experiences

2. Discuss bullying prevention strategies with students, and teach students to recognize the
behavior and characteristics of bullying perpetrators and victims

3. Identify the signs of bullying or harassing behavior
4, Take immediate corrective action when bullying is observed
5. Report incidents to the appropriate authorities, including law enforcement in instances of

criminal behavior
Student Instruction

As appropriate, the district shall provide students with instruction, in the classroom or other
educational settings, that promotes social-emotional learning, effective communication and conflict
resolution skills, character/values education, respect for cultural and individual differences, self-
esteem development, assertiveness skills, and appropriate online behavior.

The district shall also educate students about the negative impact of bullying, discrimination,
intimidation, and harassment based on actual or perceived immigration status, religious beliefs and
customs, or any other individual bias or prejudice.

Students should be taught the difference between appropriate and inappropriate behaviors, how to
advocate for themselves, how to help another student who is being bullied, and when to seek
assistance from a trusted adult. As role models for students, staff shall be expected to demonstrate
effective problem-solving and anger management skills.

To discourage cyberbullying, teachers may advise students to be cautious about sharing passwords,
personal data, or private photos online and to consider the consequences of making negative
comments about others online.

Reporting and Filing of Complaints

Any student, parent/guardian, or other individual who believes that a student has been subjected to
bullying or who has witnessed bullying may report the incident to a teacher, the principal, a
compliance officer, or any other available school employee.

When a report of bullying is submitted, the principal or a district compliance officer shall inform the
student or parent/guardian of the right to file a formal written complaint in accordance with AR 1312.3
- Uniform Complaint Procedures.
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BP 5131.2, AR 5131.2

The student who is the alleged victim of the bullying shall be given an opportunity to describe the
incident, identify witnesses who may have relevant information, and provide other evidence of
bullying.

Within one business day of receiving such a report, a staff member shall notify the principal of the
report, whether or not a uniform complaint is filed. In addition, any school employee who observes an
incident of bullying involving a student shall, within one business day, report such observation to the
principal or a district compliance officer, whether or not the alleged victim files a complaint.

Within two business days of receiving a report of bullying, the principal shall notify the district
compliance officer identified in AR 1312.3.

When the circumstances involve cyberbullying, individuals with information about the activity shall be
encouraged to save and print any electronic or digital messages that they feel constitute cyberbullying
and to notify a teacher, the principal, or other employee so that the matter may be investigated. When
a student uses a social networking site or service to bully or harass another student, the
Superintendent or designee may file a request with the networking site or service to suspend the
privileges of the student and to have the material removed.

Discipline/Corrective Actions

Corrective actions for a student who commits an act of bullying of any type may include counseling,
behavioral intervention and education, and, if the behavior is severe or pervasive as defined in
Education Code 48900, may include suspension or expulsion in accordance with district policies and
regulations.

When appropriate based on the severity or pervasiveness of the bullying, the Superintendent or
designee shall notify the parents/guardians of victims and perpetrators and may contact law
enforcement.

The Superintendent, principal, or principal's designee may refer a victim, witness, perpetrator, or
other student affected by an act of bullying to a school counselor, school psychologist, social worker,
child welfare attendance personnel, school nurse, or other school support service personnel for case
management, counseling, and/or participation in a restorative justice program as appropriate.
(Education Code 48900.9)

If any student involved in bullying exhibits warning signs of suicidal thought or intention or of intent to
harm another person, the Superintendent or designee shall, as appropriate, implement district
intervention protocols which may include, but are not limited to, referral to district or community
mental health services, other health professionals, and/or law enforcement.
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Turlock Unified School District

Notice of Nondiscrimination/Harassment

BP 5145.3, AR 5145.3

The Board of Trustees desires to provide a safe school environment that allows all students equal access and
opportunities in the district's academic, extracurricular, and other educational support programs, services, and
activities. The Board prohibits, at any district school or school activity, unlawful discrimination, including
discriminatory harassment, intimidation, and bullying, targeted at any student by anyone, based on the student's
actual or perceived race, color, ancestry, nationality, national origin, immigration status, ethnic group
identification, ethnicity, age, religion, marital status, pregnancy, parental status, physical or mental disability,
sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, gender expression, or genetic information, or association with a
person or group with one or more of these actual or perceived characteristics.

This policy shall apply to all acts related to school activity or to school attendance occurring within a district
school, and to acts which occur off campus or outside of school-related or school-sponsored activities but which
may have an impact or create a hostile environment at school.

Unlawful discrimination, including discriminatory harassment, intimidation, or bullying, may result from
physical, verbal, nonverbal, or written conduct based on any of the categories listed above. Unlawful
discrimination also includes the creation of a hostile environment through prohibited conduct that is so severe,
persistent, or pervasive that it affects a student's ability to participate in or benefit from an educational program
or activity; creates an intimidating, threatening, hostile, or offensive educational environment; has the effect of
substantially or unreasonably interfering with a student's academic performance; or otherwise adversely affects
a student's educational opportunities.

Unlawful discrimination also includes disparate treatment of students based on one of the categories above with
respect to the provision of opportunities to participate in school programs or activities or the provision or receipt
of educational benefits or services.

The Board also prohibits any form of retaliation against any individual who reports or participates in the
reporting of unlawful discrimination, files or participates in the filing of a complaint, or investigates or
participates in the investigation of a complaint or report alleging unlawful discrimination. Retaliation
complaints shall be investigated and resolved in the same manner as a discrimination complaint.

The Superintendent or designee shall facilitate students' access to the educational program by publicizing the
district's nondiscrimination policy and related complaint procedures to students, parents/guardians, and
employees. He/she shall provide training and information on the scope and use of the policy and complaint
procedures and take other measures designed to increase the school community's understanding of the
requirements of law related to discrimination. The Superintendent or designee shall regularly review the
implementation of the district's nondiscrimination policies and practices and, as necessary, shall take action to
remove any identified barrier to student access to or participation in the district's educational program. He/she
shall report his/her findings and recommendations to the Board after each review.

Regardless of whether a complainant complies with the writing, timeline, and/or other formal filing
requirements, all complaints alleging unlawful discrimination, including discriminatory harassment,
intimidation, or bullying, shall be investigated and prompt action taken to stop the discrimination, prevent
recurrence, and address any continuing effect on students.
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Students who engage in unlawful discrimination, including discriminatory harassment, intimidation, retaliation,
or bullying, in violation of law, Board policy, or administrative regulation shall be subject to appropriate
consequence or discipline, which may include suspension or expulsion when the behavior is severe or pervasive
as defined in Education Code 48900.4. Any employee who permits or engages in prohibited discrimination,
including discriminatory harassment, intimidation, retaliation, or bullying, shall be subject to disciplinary
action, up to and including dismissal.

Record-Keeping
The Superintendent or designee shall maintain a record of all reported cases of unlawful discrimination,

including discriminatory harassment, intimidation, or bullying, to enable the district to monitor, address, and
prevent repetitive prohibited behavior in district schools.
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Turlock Unified School District

Sexual Harassment (Students)

BP 5145.7, AR 5145.7

The Board of Trustees is committed to maintaining a safe school environment that is free from
harassment and discrimination. The Board prohibits, at school or at school-sponsored or school-
related activities, sexual harassment targeted at any student by anyone. The Board also prohibits
retaliatory behavior or action against any person who reports, files a complaint or testifies about, or
otherwise supports a complainant in alleging sexual harassment.

The district strongly encourages any student who feels that he/she is being or has been sexually
harassed on school grounds or at a school-sponsored or school-related activity by another student or
an adult who has experienced off-campus sexual harassment that has a continuing effect on campus
to immediately contact his/her teacher, the principal, or any other available school employee. Any
employee who receives a report or observes an incident of sexual harassment shall notify the
principal or a district compliance officer. Once notified, the principal or compliance officer shall take
the steps to investigate and address the allegation, as specified in the accompanying administrative
regulation.

The Superintendent or designee shall take appropriate actions to reinforce the district's sexual
harassment policy.

Instruction/Information

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that all district students receive age-appropriate
information on sexual harassment. Such instruction and information shall include:

1. What acts and behavior constitute sexual harassment; including the fact that sexual
harassment could occur between people of the same sex and could involve sexual violence

2. A clear message that students do not have to endure sexual harassment under any
circumstance

3. Encouragement to report observed incidents of sexual harassment even where the alleged
victim of the harassment has not complained

4, A clear message that student safety is the district's primary concern, and that any separate
rule violation involving an alleged victim or any other person reporting a sexual harassment incident
will be addressed separately and will not affect the manner in which the sexual harassment complaint
will be received, investigated, or resolved

5. A clear message that, regardless of a complainant's noncompliance with the writing, timeline,
or other formal filing requirements, every sexual harassment allegation that involves a student,
whether as the complainant, respondent, or victim of the harassment, shall be investigated and
prompt action shall be taken to stop any harassment, prevent recurrence, and address any continuing
effect on students
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6. Information about the district's procedure for investigating complaints and the person(s) to
whom a report of sexual harassment should be made

7. Information about the rights of students and parents/guardians to file a civil or criminal
complaint, as applicable, including the right to file a civil or criminal complaint while the district
investigation of a sexual harassment complaint continues

8. A clear message that, when needed, the district will take interim measures to ensure a safe
school environment for a student who is the complainant or victim of sexual harassment and/or other
students during an investigation and that, to the extent possible, when such interim measures are
taken, they shall not disadvantage the complainant or victim of the alleged harassment

Complaint Process and Disciplinary Actions

Sexual harassment complaints by and against students shall be investigated and resolved in
accordance with law and district procedures specified in AR 1312.3 - Uniform Complaint Procedures.
Principals are responsible for notifying students and parents/guardians that complaints of sexual
harassment can be filed under AR 1312.3 and where to obtain a copy of the procedures.

Upon investigation of a sexual harassment complaint, any student found to have engaged in sexual
harassment or sexual violence in violation of this policy shall be subject to disciplinary action. For
students in grades 4-12, disciplinary action may include suspension and/or expulsion, provided that,
in imposing such discipline, the entire circumstances of the incident(s) shall be taken into account.

Upon investigation of a sexual harassment complaint, any employee found to have engaged in sexual
harassment or sexual violence toward any student shall have his/her employment terminated in
accordance with law and the applicable collective bargaining agreement.

Record-Keeping

The Superintendent or designee shall maintain a record of all reported cases of sexual harassment to
enable the district to monitor, address, and prevent repetitive harassing behavior in district schools.

The district designates the following individual(s) as the responsible employee(s) to coordinate its
efforts to comply with Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and California Education Code
234.1, as well as to investigate and resolve sexual harassment complaints under AR 1312.3 -
Uniform Complaint Procedures. The coordinator/compliance officer(s) may be contacted at:

Director of Student Services

1574 E. Canal Drive
Turlock, CA 95380
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Prohibited sexual harassment includes, but is not limited to, unwelcome sexual advances, unwanted
requests for sexual favors, or other unwanted verbal, visual, or physical conduct of a sexual nature
made against another person of the same or opposite sex in the educational setting, under any of the
following conditions: (Education Code 212.5; 5 CCR 4916)

1. Submission to the conduct is explicitly or implicitly made a term or condition of a student's
academic status or progress.

2. Submission to or rejection of the conduct by a student is used as the basis for academic
decisions affecting the student.

3. The conduct has the purpose or effect of having a negative impact on the student's academic
performance or of creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive educational environment.

4, Submission to or rejection of the conduct by the student is used as the basis for any decision

affecting the student regarding benefits and services, honors, programs, or activities available at or
through any district program or activity.

Examples of types of conduct which are prohibited in the district and which may constitute sexual
harassment include, but are not limited to:

1. Unwelcome leering, sexual flirtations, or propositions

2. Unwelcome sexual slurs, epithets, threats, verbal abuse, derogatory comments, or sexually
degrading descriptions

3. Graphic verbal comments about an individual's body or overly personal conversation

4. Sexual jokes, derogatory posters, notes, stories, cartoons, drawings, pictures, obscene
gestures, or computer-generated images of a sexual nature

5. Spreading sexual rumors

6. Teasing or sexual remarks about students enrolled in a predominantly single-sex class
7. Massaging, grabbing, fondling, stroking, or brushing the body

8. Touching an individual's body or clothes in a sexual way

9. Impeding or blocking movements or any physical interference with school activities when
directed at an individual on the basis of sex

10. Displaying sexually suggestive objects
11. Sexual assault, sexual battery, or sexual coercion

12.  Electronic communications containing comments, words, or images described above
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Any prohibited conduct that occurs off campus or outside of school-related or school-sponsored
programs or activities will be regarded as sexual harassment in violation of district policy if it has a
continuing effect on or creates a hostile school environment for the complainant or victim of the
conduct.

Reporting Process and Complaint Investigation and Resolution

Any student who believes that he/she has been subjected to sexual harassment by another student,
an employee, or a third party or who has witnessed sexual harassment is strongly encouraged to
report the incident to his/her teacher, the principal, or any other available school employee. Within
one school day of receiving such a report, the school employee shall forward the report to the
principal or the district's compliance officer identified in AR 1312.3. In addition, any school employee
who observes an incident of sexual harassment involving a student shall, within one school day,
report his/her observation to the principal or a district compliance officer. The employee shall take
these actions, whether or not the alleged victim files a complaint.

When a report or complaint of sexual harassment involves off-campus conduct, the principal shall
assess whether the conduct may create or contribute to the creation of a hostile school environment.
If he/she determines that a hostile environment may be created, the complaint shall be investigated
and resolved in the same manner as if the prohibited conduct occurred at school.

When a verbal or informal report of sexual harassment is submitted, the principal or compliance
officer shall inform the student or parent/guardian of the right to file a formal written complaint in
accordance with the district's uniform complaint procedures. Regardless of whether a formal
complaint is filed, the principal or compliance officer shall take steps to investigate the allegations
and, if sexual harassment is found, shall take prompt action to stop it, prevent recurrence, and
address any continuing effects.

If a complaint of sexual harassment is initially submitted to the principal, he/she shall, within two
school days, forward the report to the compliance officer to initiate investigation of the complaint. The
compliance officer shall contact the complainant and investigate and resolve the complaint in
accordance with law and district procedures specified in AR 1312.3.

In investigating a sexual harassment complaint, evidence of past sexual relationships of the victim
shall not be considered, except to the extent that such evidence may relate to the victim's prior
relationship with the respondent.

In any case of sexual harassment involving the principal, compliance officer, or any other person to

whom the incident would ordinarily be reported or filed, the report may instead be submitted to the
Superintendent or designee who shall determine who will investigate the complaint.

Confidentiality

All complaints and allegations of sexual harassment shall be kept confidential except as necessary to
carry out the investigation or take other subsequent necessary action. (5 CCR 4964)
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However, when a complainant or victim of sexual harassment notifies the district of the harassment
but requests confidentiality, the compliance officer shall inform him/her that the request may limit the
district's ability to investigate the harassment or take other necessary action. When honoring a
request for confidentiality, the district will nevertheless take all reasonable steps to investigate and
respond to the complaint consistent with the request.

When a complainant or victim of sexual harassment notifies the district of the harassment but
requests that the district not pursue an investigation, the district will determine whether or not it can
honor such a request while still providing a safe and nondiscriminatory environment for all students.

Response Pending Investigation

When an incident of sexual harassment is reported, the principal or designee, in consultation with the
compliance officer, shall determine whether interim measures are necessary pending the results of
the investigation. The principal/designee or compliance officer shall take immediate measures
necessary to stop the harassment and protect students and/or ensure their access to the educational
program. To the extent possible, such interim measures shall not disadvantage the complainant or
victim of the alleged harassment. Interim measures may include placing the individuals involved in
separate classes or transferring a student to a class taught by a different teacher, in accordance with
law and Board policy. The school should notify the individual who was harassed of his/her options to
avoid contact with the alleged harasser and allow the complainant to change academic and
extracurricular arrangements as appropriate. The school should also ensure that the complainant is
aware of the resources and assistance, such as counseling, that are available to him/her. As
appropriate, such actions shall be considered even when a student chooses to not file a formal
complaint or the sexual harassment occurs off school grounds or outside school-sponsored or school-
related programs or activities.

A copy of the district's sexual harassment policy and regulation shall:

1. Be included in the notifications that are sent to parents/guardians at the beginning of each
school year (Education Code 48980; 5 CCR 4917)

2. Be displayed in a prominent location in the main administrative building or other area where
notices of district rules, regulations, procedures, and standards of conduct are posted (Education
Code 231.5) (A copy of the district's sexual harassment policy and regulation shall be posted on
district and school web sites and, when available, on district-supported social media.)

3. Be provided as part of any orientation program conducted for new students at the beginning of
each quarter, semester, or summer session (Education Code 231.5)

4. Appear in any school or district publication that sets forth the school's or district's
comprehensive rules, regulations, procedures, and standards of conduct (Education Code 231.5)

5. Be included in the student handbook

6. Be provided to employees and employee organizations
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