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Parents,

It is summertime! We always encourage you to enjoy the outdoors, swim, sleep in late, 
and be together as a family. We hope you have a wonderful few months ahead of you 
and that you can create many memories during this time. We also hope you spend some 
time keeping your child’s memory fresh with all the important things they learned this 
past school year. We’ve tried to help you in that task by gathering summer activities 
worksheets and writing assignments for your child to complete.

The pages provide activities and problems that are an appropriate follow-up to the 
school year. The summer work for math is taken with permission from “Math Logic and 
Word Problems” by Creative Teaching Press, Inc. Research has proven that your child will 
benefit most if he/she practices his/her math skills regularly throughout the summer, 
rather than focusing attention on one particular week or month. We recommend that 
students work on a couple of problems each week and share with the parents their steps 
in working towards a solution for each problem. Answers are provided at the end of this 
packet.

The following page has required assignments that your child must have completed 
before the first day of fifth grade. Students will bring summer work to their classroom on 
the first day of school. By taking the time to do these over the summer, you are preparing 
your child for a great beginning to their fifth-grade year!

We pray that you have a fantastic summer. We pray for safe travels and relaxing nights. 
We pray for your child as they learn and grow. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Until 
then, enjoy summer!

Sincerely,
The Fifth Grade Team

Fifth grade is required to read Call It Courage by Sperry Armstrong and Island of the 
Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell and a minimum of two other books.
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Writing:
Do you remember what it feels like when you come back to school in August, and the 
muscles in your fingers seem like they have forgotten how to write quickly and legibly? 
We’ve got a few writing assignments for you that will keep those muscles—and your brain 
muscle—in shape! The books you choose to read will determine the direction of your 
writing assignments.

Hint: A great way to help yourself get excited about reading over the summer and 
not procrastinate until the last minute is to find a book that also comes with a 
corresponding unabridged audio-book. If you choose to listen to your book, you must 
also have a hard copy of the book in your hand and follow along in the reading with your 
eyes. I hope this idea helps you make the most of your time reading and makes it more 
fun, too!

For each of the four books, you will read this summer you must complete one writing 
response. Please choose a different response for each book. You may write your response 
on paper or a computer. Here are your response options. Make sure to try a different one 
for each book!
1.	 Write a paragraph with at least eight sentences that either (a) describes what was best 

or worst about the book, or (b) names and explains three character traits of one of the 
characters in the book.

2.	 Make a list of ten interesting or challenging words from the book. Write down the 
entire sentence from in the book, including page numbers. Use a dictionary to define 
that word properly in its context and write down the definition.

3.	 Pretend that you are the teacher for a class studying the book and create five multiple-
choice critical thinking questions. Critical thinking questions are not “yes or no” 
questions or include basic facts such as names, dates, places, etc. Instead, critical 
thinking questions cause one to analyze the story and even attempt to read between 
the lines. They are of the type that asks, “why do you think she...?” Or “How do you think 
he felt when...?”

4.	 Write an alternate ending for the book that is at least 200 words.
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Math:

Cheryl Phillips 
Fifth Grade Math Teacher
cphillips@stpaulchristian.org
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