
 

 

SERVICE DESCRIPTION 

Elementary School 

Silver Creek School Corporation serves elementary high ability students through the Schoolwide Cluster 
Grouping Model (SCGM). High Ability Learners (HALs) will be placed in cluster groups at each grade 
level.  The number of cluster groups will vary depending on the number of High Ability students in the 
grade level. The teacher will ​differentiate the curriculum​ for the HALs by using various strategies, such 
as, but not limited to, curriculum compacting, tiered lessons, ability grouping, flexible grouping, 
acceleration, and independent study projects. The High Ability Coordinator will serve as a resource to the 
cluster teachers, as needed. 

In addition, students in grades 3-5 are invited to participate in ​T.H.I.N.K​. class once a week.  In 
T.H.I.N.K. ​class students will practice problem solving using a variety of strategies, complete leveled 
activities at which they can work at their own pace and level, engage in whole class, cooperative activities 
focused on critical thinking, and complete team challenges that focus on communication, cooperation and 
creativity. 

Middle School 

High Ability Learners entering middle school are looked at individually to determine the best class 
placement for these students depending on their academic strengths and interests. Course offerings vary 
depending on what school the student attends. Please contact the school’s counselor for additional 
information on course offerings. HALs may also be clustered into a classroom where the teacher will 
differentiate the curriculum for the HALs by using various strategies, such as, but not limited to, 
curriculum compacting, tiered lessons, ability grouping, flexible grouping, acceleration, and independent 
study projects. The High Ability Coordinator will serve as a resource to the cluster teachers, as needed. 

High School 

High Ability Learners entering high school are also looked at individually to determine the best class 
placement. HALs are encouraged to take Advanced Placement courses and Dual Credit offered through 

http://www.wclark.k12.in.us/uploads/file/Christina%20Pearson/DIFFERENTIATED%20EDUCATION%20PLAN%20FOR%20IDENTIFIED%20HIGH%20ABILITY%20STUDENTS%20IN%20GRADES%20K.pdf
http://www.wclark.k12.in.us/uploads/file/Christina%20Pearson/2015-2016%20T_H_I_N_K_%20%20overview.pdf
http://www.wclark.k12.in.us/uploads/file/Christina%20Pearson/2015-2016%20T_H_I_N_K_%20%20overview.pdf


Ivy Tech Community College, Indiana University, and Vincennes University.  Please contact the school’s 
counselor for additional information on course offerings. Silver Creek High School also has Project Lead 
the Way Engineering and Biomedical programs. In addition to dual enrollment in high school and college 
courses and Advanced Placement courses, Silver Creek High School offers a special class that is 
interdisciplinary as a service option. The topics for this four-year program consist of Art and Architecture, 
Discovery, World Civilizations, and Conflict. An extended curricular trip is associated with each year’s 
study to give the students first hand exposure to the concepts being studied. 

  

SCREENING FOR IDENTIFICATION 

During the Spring semester all students in ​grades K and 2​ are administered the CogAT Screener, which 
measures learned reasoning and problem solving skills in three areas: verbal, quantitative and non-verbal. 
Students who score in the top 25% of the grade level will be placed in the nomination pool. 

The High Ability committee will also actively seek new referrals from teachers or parents for students not 
already identified in ​grades 5 and 8​.  These students will also be placed in the nomination pool. 

Students in the nomination pool​ will be invited to participate in further testing to determine eligibility 
for High Ability placement (to begin the following school year).  These students will be further assessed 
with the full CogAT and the Iowa Assessments, if needed. Additional data is also collected for each 
student, such as, but not limited to, Acuity, M-class, Dibels, DRAs, ISTEP scores, classroom grades, 
teacher recommendation, and reports of classroom performance. 

  

FORMAL IDENTIFICATION FOR SERVICES 

Decisions regarding placement for High Ability services will be made by the High Ability Study Council. 
Students can qualify for high ability placement in multiple ways: 

 ​Students in grades K & 1 qualify as a High Ability English/Language Arts student by: 

● achieving a Verbal Reasoning score in the confidence band of the 95th percentile on the CogAT 
● achieving a Verbal Reasoning score between the 85th - 94th percentile AND an ELA 

(English/Language Arts) TOTAL score at or above the 95th percentile on the Iowa Assessments. 

Students in grades 2-8 qualify as a High Ability English/Language Arts student by: 

● achieving a Verbal Reasoning score in the confidence band of the 95th percentile on the CogAT 

● achieving a Verbal Reasoning score between the 85th - 94th percentile AND an ELA 

(English/Language Arts) TOTAL score at or above the 95th percentile on the Iowa Assessments 



● achieving a Verbal Reasoning score between the 85th - 94th percentile, an ELA 

(English/Language Arts) TOTAL score between the 85th - 94th percentile on the Iowa 

Assessments, and performing at an outstanding level of accomplishment when compared to other 

students of the same age, experience, or environment, as determined by the High Ability Study 

Council.​ 

Students in grades K & 1 qualify as a High Ability Math student by: 

● achieving a Quantitative Reasoning score in the confidence band of the 95th percentile on the 
CogAT 

● achieving a Quantitative/Non-Verbal Composite score in the confidence band of the 95th 
percentile on the CogAT 

● achieving a Quantitative Reasoning or Quantitative/Non-Verbal Composite score between the 
85th - 94th percentile AND a Mathematics total score at or above the 95th percentile on the Iowa 
Assessments. 

Students in grades 2 - 8 qualify as a High Ability Math student by: 

● achieving a Quantitative Reasoning score in the confidence band of the 95th percentile on the 

CogAT 

● achieving a Quantitative/Non-Verbal Composite score in the confidence band of the 95th 

percentile on the CogAT 

● achieving a Quantitative Reasoning or Quantitative/Non-Verbal Composite score between the 

85th - 94th percentile AND a Mathematics total score at or above the 95th percentile on the Iowa 

Assessments. 

● achieving a Quantitative or Quantitative/Non-Verbal Composite score between the 85th - 94th 

percentile, a Mathematics total score between the 85th - 94th percentile on the Iowa Assessments, 

and performing at an outstanding level of accomplishment when compared to other students of 

the same age, experience, or environment, as determined by the High Ability Study Council.  

​ 

Students qualify as a High Ability General Intellectual student by: 

● qualifying as both a High Ability Math AND ELA student 

  

  



CONTINUED PLACEMENT 

A student ​who qualifies for High Ability placement at the end of Kindergarten​ will be placed in the 

program for grades 1 & 2.  At the end of 2nd grade, students will participate in the screening process 

again and must “re-qualify” to remain in the program.  This is necessary because learned reasoning ability 

and achievement scores can change rapidly in the primary grades.  Therefore, it's important to make sure 

that students who qualified at the end of Kindergarten are still performing up to the same standard, when 

compared to their same-aged peers at the end of second grade. 

A student who is identified at the end of 2nd grade​ will remain in the program indefinitely unless a 

student begins to perform poorly in the program and the Exit Procedures (described below) are initiated 

by a teacher or parent.  

PETITIONING/APPEALS PROCEDURES 

An appeal process is in place in the event that a child is not placed for High Ability services, and a 
teacher, parent, or other person close to the child challenges this decision. 

The following steps clarify the appeal process: 

  
1. The petitioner contacts the High Ability Coordinator who provides an appeal           
request form. 

  
2. Appeal request form is completed and delivered to the High Ability Coordinator. 

  
3. Coordinator schedules a re-assessment one calendar year from the date of the            
previous assessment.  

  
4. Upon completion of the re-assessment, Coordinator collects recent quantitative         
and qualitative data available for the student. 

  
5. The data collected is reviewed, compared against criteria for placement, and a            
final placement decision is made.  

 
If you have any questions regarding the High Ability program at SCSC, you may contact Ms. Danielle                 
Mitchell, HA Coordinator at 812-246-3375.  



 


