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5Essentials
The 5Essentials is a research-based and practice-proven school 
improvement system that provides data and insight into schools’ 
organizational strengths and areas of opportunity across the five 
essential factors for school improvement: 

❖ Effective Leaders
❖ Collaborative Teachers
❖ Involved Families
❖ Supportive Environment
❖ Ambitious Instruction

2



5Essentials Survey
❖ The survey results are categorized by each Essential score (from Least 

to Most Implementation)
❖ An overall score (from Not Yet Organized to Well-Organized), is 

assigned to each school 

Given every winter 
to teachers, staff,  and
students in grades 4 and above.
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5Essentials Survey
❖ Schools that are at or above benchmark (average, more and/or most 

implementation) on 3 or more Essentials are 10 times more likely to show 
substantial gains in student learning over time than schools that are below 
the benchmark
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5Essentials Survey

❖ Northbrook 28 schools are Well-Organized or Organized

❖ Every building has all 5 of the Essentials at or above the 
benchmark score

❖ 5Essentials is primarily intended to help local 
administrators, such as teachers, principals, and 
superintendents, to identify strengths and areas for 
growth at the district and school level
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Greenbriar
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Celebrations
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Established Sense of Trust & Belonging
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Established Sense of Trust & Belonging
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Established Sense of Trust & Belonging

*Parent Survey 
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Student Learning & Critical Thinking
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Affirmations: Opportunities for Growth
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Maximize teacher collaborative time for 
reflective dialogue and professional learning



Meadowbrook
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Celebrations
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Established Sense of Trust
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Established Sense of Trust
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Established Sense of Trust

*Parent Survey 
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Rigor of expectations for learning
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Affirmations: Opportunities for Growth
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Focused study of student work



Westmoor
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Celebrations
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Established Sense of Trust
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Established Sense of Trust
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Established Sense of Trust

*Parent Survey 
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Student learning focused on critical thinking
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Affirmations: Opportunities for Growth
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Collaborative analysis of student work



Northbrook 
Junior High



31Celebrations
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Established sense of respect & trust
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Established sense of respect & trust

*Parent Survey 
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Engagement in discussion 



35

Affirmations: Opportunities for Growth
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Course Clarity
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Course Clarity


