
Using Your 
PSAT/NMSQT

®

Scores to 
Increase 
College 
Readiness



How to read your PSAT score report online 
Yippee! Hooray! 

We won’t have time for questions today, but you will have ….

• a follow up in your English class

• A chance to meet with your counselor about your specific 
score report

**We’ll post this PowerPoint on the South website with live 
links to help you navigate your own personal score report
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Learn about your strengths and 
areas to work on

Discover possible career choices

Find which classes you should 
take next year

Practice for SAT and ACT college 
admission exams

Why am I here?
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1. Log in to your college board account 

www.studentscores.collegeboard.org

2. Select PSAT/NMSQT Scores

*OR*

3. Use “Missing Scores” to locate scores

How Do I
Access My Online 
PSAT/NMSQT®

Scores?

http://www.studentscores.collegeboard.org/
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What Will I Learn 
About My Scores?
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How Do 
I See 
My 
Detailed 
Scores?



Section scores

Need to Strengthen Skills = below grade-level benchmark

by more than one year

Approaching Benchmark = below grade-level benchmark

by one year or less

Meets or Exceeds Benchmark = at or above grade-level benchmark

Test scores and subscores 

Red, yellow, and green ranges reflect areas of strengths and

weaknesses compared to the typical performance of students 
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How Did My Score 
Measure Against 
the Benchmarks?



7

Look at the online score report and consider the following:

• Identify the questions answered incorrectly.

• Find the correct answer and read the answer explanation.

• Explain why the error was made.

• Ask questions about answer explanations that are not clear.

See the actual questions, answer choices, and the
answer selected.

What Can I Learn 
from My Answers?
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Look at the types of questions answered 
incorrectly and skipped and consider the 
following:

• Identify the level of difficulty. How many 
questions did I miss at each level?

• Was I more likely to skip questions 
associated with any subscore or cross-test 
score?

• What inferences can I make about areas 
for improvement based on
the types of questions I missed
and skipped?

Check the level of difficulty of 
each question and the related 
subscores and cross-test scores.

What Can I Learn 
from My Answers?



9

• College Board research shows that 

students who score a 3 or higher on 

an AP Exam typically experience 

greater academic success in college 

and are more likely to earn a college 

degree on time than non-AP students.

AP Potential uses scores from 
the PSAT/NMSQT

®
to provide 

predictions for 21 AP
®

Exams.

What Is My
AP Potential

™

?



What Are My 
Next Steps?
• Continue to take challenging 

courses in high school

• Link scores with Khan Academy
®

• Set up a practice plan and stick to it

• Register for the SAT
®

• Utilize other resources to research 
and prepare for college



• Go to satpractice.org and create a 

free account.

• Get personalized recommendations. 

Link your Khan Academy account to 

your College Board account to 

import past SAT Suite results, or 

take diagnostic quizzes to get 

personalized recommendations.

• Create a study plan. Select a test 

date and set up a practice schedule.

Official SAT
®

Practice with 
Khan Academy

®

—
It’s FREE!

http://satpractice.org/

