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Overview
● Context for K-12 English Language Arts (ELA)

● Update on Elementary ELA, including American Reading Company (ARC)

● Objectives of the 6-12 Standards and Instruction Review Cycle (SIRC) teams

● Composition of the 6-12 SIRC teams

● Summary of the work

● Next steps for K-12 and implementation timeline

● Questions



Context for K-12 ELA
● New state standards adopted in 2020

● MDE Commissioner approved 2021

● Reading MCA-IV goes into 

effect in 2025-26 school year



Bundling of 
standards is 
encouraged

Prioritizing voice 
and choice for 

students

Literacy standards 
for other subject 
areas have been 

removed

Context for K - 12 ELA
Changes in the Standards

Emphasis on equity 
and perspective



Elementary Update
Has been an exciting year for our American Reading Company (ARC) sites.

Unit 1 - Setting up the 
reading community and 
culture in the classroom

Unit 2 - Informational 
Research 

Unit 3 - Genre Study



K-5 ELA Updates



K-5 ELA Updates



Elementary Update

Teams are in the final stages of aligning ELA benchmarks for the 

2023-24 progress report to reflect the changes in the 2020 Minnesota 

ELA standards and new resource (ARC). 



6-12 Update:
SIRC Team Objectives

● Develop an understanding of the 2020 state standards for ELA

● Creation of scope and sequence for each grade level that is 

consistent across buildings

● Exploration of resources that could be common across middle and 

high schools



6-12 SIRC Teams - Who 
were on the teams?
● Classroom teachers from all 

buildings, including SoWashCo 

Online and SWAHS

● Instructional  coaches

● Administrators

● TLS members



6-12 SIRC Teams - 
Summary of the work
● Creation of common scope and 

sequence, bundling standards per 

trimester (2 bundles per trimester) for 

each grade level

● Grounded in writing standards

● Looking at possible resources

● Cross-district grade level teams are 

meeting, or will be coming together, to 

continue the work



● Reviewed MDE supporting 
documents about shifts in the state 
standards

SIRC Work Accomplished for 6-12 ELA 



Minnesota Department of Education



● Spent time examining standards and identifying big 
ideas

● Created draft of a common scope and sequence for 
9-12 ELA by trimester.

● Focused on explicit writing instruction 
● Identified gaps in instructional practices and 

resources

SIRC Work Accomplished for 6-12 ELA 



Example: Grade 10, Trimester 3, Bundle 1



Test Specs for MCA-IV



● Began conversations around what 
instructional practices and resources 
need to or could leave the system

SIRC Work Accomplished for 6-12 ELA 



● Created talking point memos after each SIRC meeting
● Sought and incorporated feedback from all teachers on the scope 

& sequence
● Zoom open office hours for Q & A after final drafts of scopes & 

sequences were shared
● Surveyed all teachers about the types of resources they might 

need
● Gather all grade level teachers (including Special Education 

and English Learner teachers) to learn and collaborate for 
each trimester’s scope and sequence (3 full days total)

● Summer curriculum writing for cross-district teams
● Optional summer book studies

Support for all 6-12 ELA teachers 



Implementation Timeline K-12
● Elementary: 2023-24:

○ Newport Elementary implementing ARC

○ Valley Crossing Elementary implementing ARC's Independent Reading Level 

Assessment

● Elementary: 2024-25:

○ Valley Crossing Elementary implementing ARC

● Secondary: 2023-24: 

○ Grade-level teams meet one day per trimester to reflect, plan and revise

○ Continuing conversation of resources as teams create units

○ Standards-based assessments written

○ PDFs of scopes and sequences housed in staff portal

● Secondary: 2024-25:

○ Full implementation of scope and sequences across 6-12

○ Concerns-Based Adoption Model stages of concern work 

○ First administration of MCA-IV



Questions?



 English Language (EL) 
Services

NIKKI CLYMER, EL SUPERVISOR

C



Who are our 
multilingual 

learners?
BE SEEN

Updates from SoWashCo EL Services

How do we ensure all 
perspectives are 

valued? 
BE HEARD

How do we 
equitably serve 

ALL students?
BE BOLD



Who are we? 
➔ Student demographics
➔ Languages spoken
➔ Identification

➔ Staff



Who are our SoWashCo Multilingual Learners?
★ More than 1,300 students K-12  

(and growing!)
★ Comprised of students with 63 

different home languages
★ ELs are emergent 

multilinguals who often speak 
3-4 languages

★ Represented in all K-12 
buildings 1,300+ EL 

Students 
in K-12



Home Language Majorities



Who Makes Up Our EL Department?

★ 1 EL District Supervisor

★ 42 EL Teachers

★ 10 EL Paraprofessionals

★ 1 EL District Liaison

             Our Team



How are students identified?
EL identification follows the Minnesota Department of 
Education’s standardized procedures

★ MN Home Language Survey 
during district enrollment

★ WIDA Screener if a language 
other than English is spoken 
at home

★ EL identification needs to be 
completed within 30 days of 
the start of the school year

Process Steps



Building 
Community

➔ Family Engagement
➔ Multicultural 

Opportunities



Multicultural Opportunities
● EL family engagement (required by Title 3)
● SEAL of Biliteracy
● EL Elementary Family Picnic
● Many school-sponsored cultural events
● Partnerships with Community Ed classes, Adult ESL 

classes, DEI, etc. 

Importance
★ Improves sense of belonging.

★ Increases family involvement in their children’s education.

★ Families feel their home language is heard and valued.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lTbdQduCa0vyDnxKKbXZVSY8WnVnUPesi77cD1uII-c/edit#heading=h.jucqadgesjkm


Annual EL Family Picnic



Inclusive Service 
Model

➔ Differentiated Instruction
➔ Shifts in Service Model
➔ Co-Teaching Support



EL Service will be differentiated by language levels/needs

For example:

● New to country students receive more EL 
instruction in their day. 

● A level 4 EL student may have 1 co-taught class in 
their schedule

● A student is exited from EL services if their ACCESS 
composite score is 4.5, and all language domains 
above a 3.5



Inclusive Service Model K-12
● Students receive English language instruction in core content areas
● EL instruction is differentiated by language-proficiency level 
● EL students are general education students who have equal access 

to all course offerings and extra curriculars
● Research-based instructional model that provides an alternative to 

only “pull-out language instruction”



● Siloed instruction based only on 
language OR content goals

● Varying programs for EL data, 
PD, instructional supports, etc.

● Primarily pull out service model

● Language acquisition integrated 
into core content areas

● ELLevation software to integrate all 
EL data, demographics, PD, & 
instructional supports

● Collaborative push-in service 
model

Paradigm Shifts



Inclusive Service Models by Student Group
Elementary

● Coordinating EL instruction aligned to ARC curriculum
● Elementary EL service model aligned across all schools
● Encourages more collaboration between general education 

and EL teachers
● Provides differentiation of levels of EL instruction
● Provides English language instruction in core content areas



Inclusive Service Models by Student Group
Secondary

● EL student graduation requirements are the same
● EL Pathways Team formed to support the graduation pathways 

beyond 4 years 
● Further collaboration with high school counseling staff
● Co-teaching in all secondary schools



Inclusive Service Models by Student Group
New to Country

● New to United States within last two years (currently 82 students 
in SoWashCo Schools)

● Resources for new to country students:
○ Hello Benchmark
○ Imagine Learning
○ ELLevation Modules
○ Sheltered ELA (dually-licensed teachers)
○ (English Language Development) ELD electives
○ Family resources from EL liaison



Support for EL Co-teaching Partnerships 
Professional Development: 
Workshop Week EL and Co-teacher Professional Development

➔ Roles and responsibilities
➔ Co-teaching models and research-based practices
➔ Resources and supports

Collaboration Time: 
Once per trimester, EL teachers/co-teacher(s) have a sub day to 
collaborate and meet with instructional coaches as a team

Instructional  Coaching Support: 
Instructional Coaching 2023-24 (handbook)



Push-In EL Service Model:
Supporting ARC 
Literacy Units 

 Language

Literacy

Content



➔ Sensory / Graphic / 
Interactive Supports

➔ Scaffolded Resources

➔ Instructional Strategies to 
Support Complex Content



Key Takeaways
By LAW all English learners 
are entitled to an 
educational program that 
provides...

★ Access to the core 
curriculum

★ Opportunities for English 
language development 



“Learning takes 
place through 
social interaction.”

Larsen-Freeman & Anderson, 2011

A blend of pull-out and push-in 
instruction with ELD aligned to 
core content will allow for more 
social and academic interaction.



SoWashCo is a great place to be a multilingual learner!

https://docs.google.com/file/d/182n5tJwXHsjWImHwuZK4x2X-khqVWzh1/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/182n5tJwXHsjWImHwuZK4x2X-khqVWzh1/preview


Questions?


