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Announcements for the 2.10.15 Committee of the Whole Meeting

No School — February 13" and February 16"
SNOW MAKE-UP DAY — February 17"

About 275 studeﬂts from 13
schools across Berks County
competed in 23 science events at

the 31st annual Berks County Sci-

Evenls

FRCIM.'PAEE: 1

round of elimination.”
According to the Science
Olympind website at http://
soinc.org/about, “Science
Olympiad competitions are
like academic track meets,
consisting of a series of 23
team events in each divi-
sion (Division B is ddle
school; Division C is high
school). Each year, a portion
of the events are rotated to
reflect the ever-changing
nature of genetics, earth
science, chemistry, anat-
omy, physics, geology, moe-
chanical engineering and
technology. By combining
events {rom all disciplines,
Science Olympiad encour-
apes a wide cross-section
of students to get involved
Emphasis is placed on a
thL, hund:, on group par-

uired skill in most
ific careers today, anc
ence Olympiad encour-
ages group learning by de-
signing events that forge al-
lian

(lemp:ad competitions
are conducted at four levels

1, regional, state, and
1l. The local compe-
designed to prepare
students for regional com-
petition.

The schools that partic-
jipated in the competition
were Boyertown, Excter,
Fleetwood, Governor Mif-
flin, HHamburg, Kutztown
Reading, Schuylkill Valley,
Sun Valley, Twin Valley, Wy-
omissing and West Chester
Bayard Rustin.

Schools at the junior high
and senior high levels orga-
nize this event. Each school
sends a team of up to 15 stu-
dents with the high school
teachers serving as the
coaches, judges, and coor-
dinators.

“You have 15 to 20 stu-
dents competing. Any Lwo
are competing in only one
or two of the events so no
two students get to see all
23 of the events,” said Bill
Riedel, event coordina-
tor and former chemistry
teacher for the Kutztown
School Distriet. “Two kids

will specialize in only two
or three events.”

Mew events this vear
included Fossils, Protein
Modeling, Green Generas
tion, and It’s About Time.
Some events, although
newly listed, may have been
offered at one time and then
remaoved.

Write It Do It

Fleetwood senio
Galeassi waited out
hall while her partne
chel Keirstead, also a senior,
went in a room to look at
something and write down
directions on how to build
something. It was then up
to Galessi to go in and build
the project in the Write It
Do It event.

“1 know that we're going
to be building something,
but my partner told me that
a lot of times the counties,
the materials that they use,
are confusing so I'm a lit-
tle nervous about what's go-
ing to go on in there,” said
Galeassi, Afterwards, she
L they did well. “We built
this structure with these lit-
tle connect pieces with the
in; it looked like snow-
kes. They had to support
ecach other to make the
structure.”

Experimental Design

“Experimental Design is
an event where cvery time
they come in they are given
a directive to do an exper-
iment and they have to fol-
low the general directions,
but they get to make the ex-
periment up and then they
have to write a lab report,”
anid Chris Sikich, biology
teacher at Sun Valley High
School.

Boyertown seniors Bryan
McKeowan, Taylor Miller
and Conor Jones teamed
up in Experimental Design
to build different structures
using different bases. They
tested what worked best for
bases using Legos, Lincoln
logs and straws and Lhen
put the rest of the items on
top of it to sce how many
structures they could build
in a minute.

“We hypothesized that
the Legos have the stron-
gest base just because of
their connectibility, if that’s

Kali

a word,” said Miller. “It was
very exciting. I mean the
ne constraint was a little
fficult for us and we felt
51 , but it was also
cxcmm, h.w:ng the exper-
iment and the teamwork
in it so I think we came to-
gether as a team and we
made it work.”

Governor Mifflin School
District ninth grader Mar-
lin l‘hunmb also liked the
event. “It was pretty inter-
esting having to create a
test right there having the
materials just to find some-

thing and figure it out. We
had to create as many struc-

minute. Tthi
nine,” she said.

Hamburg High School
freshman Vm onica &

Kalysta Bmu_nfa,nt and Bai-
ley Bowman thought the
time limit restrictions in
Experimental Design was
the most difficult thing Lo
accomplish.

“The hardest part, I
guess, is being creative with
the materials thal were
given to us,” said Emma
Cheskey, cleventh grade.

Cheskey's partner, Ta-
lia Kowalski, tenth grade,
added, “You just have to
come up with something.”

Fossils

First ones to finish the

testing in Fossils, Hamburg
seniors Hanna Hunger-
ford and Daniel Fink both
agree that trying to find
the fossil in the amount of
n was probably the
part.
. d to go around
from different station to
station and tell what fossil
it was and era it was from
and everything,” said Hun-
gerford. “1 think we did all
right."

Bridges

Kutztown sophomores
Garrett Moyer and Dean
Delp built a bridge designed
to hold a specified weight.

“It went pretty well.
It held about half of the
weight it was designed to,
but we’ll definitely look at
improving it. It was light
compared to some of the
other bridges,” said Moyer.

: “Thls is an nmtatlonal event
in the sense that it gives the stu:
dents an opportunity to develop
their skills and no one is elimi-
nated as a result of this compe-

t was very light so that
it kind of accounts for it's
breaking,” said Delp.

Wright Stuff

This event challenged
© mnpel,it,m 5 to build model
airplan

T

s so many lhun s

tent golng the right thghi
pattern,” said Fleetwood
senior Matt Oross.

Oross and his partner,
Thayias Patil, junior, took
on the challenge since no
one else did. It was some-
thing they had never done
before.

Scrambler

Schuykill Valley High
School senior Matt Longlott
and junior Matt Milangk
entered an event known
as the Sc 3
event, according to the Sci-
Olympiad website,

build and test a mechani-
cal device which uses the
energy from a falling mass
to transport an egg along
a track as quickly as possi-
ble and stop as close to the
center of a terminal barrier
without breaking the egg.

“Being able to get the car
to go straight was tough
and then once we did get it
straight, being able to con-
sistently get it to go the d
tance and stop,” said Mila-
ngk.

He said they were hop-
ing to get it to go as close
as possible without break-
ing the egg. He felt they did
pretiy good,

Kutztown senior Emma
Adam said the hardest
thing for this event was
making sure that the weight
landed in the right spot and
then just the building of it
in general.

Air Trajectory

“1 like to say it was a con-
trolled failur said Boyver-
town senior Taylor Miller.
“We learned a lot of things
today, not to dl) itthree days
beforehand.”

“It was a colossal failure,”
added Miller's partner, A.J.
Lewis, also a senior. “We
couldn't even drop t.he
weights like we wanted to.”

Miller thinks that maybe

prufessor 0f physwal
sciences and event facilitator. “Tt
gives students a deadline to pre-
pare stuff then in March will be
the regional and that is the first
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additional PVC piping
would help their project.
Lewis added duct tape to
their list.

“We'll come again for
the next competition and
we'll probably have some-
thing completely different
because this didn't work
well,” said Miller.

Bungee Drop

Twin Valley High School
physics and astronomy
teacher, Cathy Snell, was
also judge for the Bungee
Drop.

“T always enjoy doing Sci-
ence Olympiad, It's getting
to see them work together
as a team and just the in b
tween time ad] Ling the
apparatus is really cool,”
said Sne

Snell s
couple of t
very close to

id it comes from lots and
lots of practice using com-
binations of springs or any-
thing elastic such as bungee
cords, rubber bands, ete.
This kind of event re-
o alot of testing ahcad
of time,” said Snell. “You
test out vour bungee and
you have an idea of what
it's going to do.”

Sun WValley sophomore

Zoe Rogers and her part-
ner, Erik Flickinger, talked

about the challenges of the
Bungee Drop.
“M wbe just calibrating

“I thln'k it’s the random
height thal they picked,”
said Flickinger. “It was like
4 meters. T thought that
was pretty random, bul it
was fun. I think the hard-
est was the calibrating the
second time.”

Bayard Russtin seniors
Collin Clark and Sam Cutler
said the most challenging
part was testing the drop
and getting consistency.

“We used different types
of springs and we found the
best one that works and is
consistent and doesn’t
change over time,” said Cut-
ler.

Mission Impossible
According to information
found on the Science Olym-
piad website, students are
responsible for the design,

construction testing, and
documenting of a Rube
Goldberg-like device that
must complete a series of
conscculive maneuvers as
the final task. This unit is
created initially before the
event.

Kutztown sophomores
Dean Delp and Garrett
Mover built a device to
move golf balls through
a series of manipulations
that eventually resulted in
a buzzer at the end.

“The most time consum-

ing part was probably just
figuring out how to get it all
set up the way we want it
to,” said Delp.
‘he wiring went the
best. We did that once and
done and it worked,” said
Moyer.

Dustin Hoffman, one of
the judges for this event,
had once becn a pa
pant with the Kutztown
High School and
rently wor
lor of Scie
possibly a
in mechanics
at Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute.

“I kind of miss the build-
ing events, T have to admit
that,” said Hoffman. “I'm
going to RPI now so 1 have

a lot more tighter
tolerances, more precision,
more perfection, but at the
same time it's kind of neat
to see the throw-together
job."

Ioffman gives ideas on
how the students can do
better. He said events like
this gives you an idea of
what you want to do, see
if vou're good at it, and get
some experience while do-
ing it.

“As a matter of fact, a lot
of the electrical wiring and
circuitry stuff that I learned
definitely carried over and
led into more complicated
stuff,” said Hoffman.

Forensics
Hamburg physics teacher
Adam Forrer said the stu-
dents had to look at a crime
scene written out with evi-
dence that recovered from
the crime scene. There were
four suspect sheets with fin-
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1. The Art Event will be held on Saturday, 2/28/15 from 12:00 — 5:00 in the high school.

Middle School

February 4™ - PRIDE Booster Lesson - "Deciding"

February 7™ - MS Play Saturday Rehearsal 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (Snow date is 2/21)
February 7" - Math Counts Competition (Snow date is 2/21)

February 11" - Middle School Spelling Bee

February 27™ - Student Council Super Dance 3:15 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
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art creation that will stay
in the building for several
weeks.

“We have close to 2,000
cans,” said Cammauf. “Once
the structure is taken apart,
the cans will be donated. The
other fun thing is that which-

ever grade level collects the
most cans gets to tape the
principal and assistant prin-
cipal to the wall.”

Down the street at St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church, stu-
dents put on a talent show for
members of the church and
community, followed by re-
freshments and board games.

Sienna Cowley, an 8th
grader, enjoved using her tal-
ents to give back.

“I love it," said Cowley.
“1 don't see it as giving up
my day because I'm making
someone else’s day better.
Plus, we don't get to have a
talent show, so this is a good
way to be able to sing and
use our talents besides band
and chorus.”

The students convinced
all the teachers to come up
and assist them in their own
rendition of ‘Let It Go’ from

the movie ‘Frozen’ as the fi-
nal act.

“This is really great,” said
Betty Bus, a church member.
“I think it's a good intergen-
erational thing, and it's justa
lot of fun.”

At Keystone Villa, stu-
dents, staff and residents
spent the day making fleece
blankets to be donated to
Friend, Inc. followed by a few
rounds of Bingo.

Dick Meck, a regular visi-
tor at Keystone Villa, was im-
pressed by the students’ efforts.

“Volunteerism is so im-
portant,” said Meck. “These
kids could've had the day off,
but they are taking their time
to contribute something, It’s
a great idea, and they seem
to be having a great time.
This gives you a feeling that
doesn’t come from a lot of

other things.”

Having grown from 100
students the first year to 200
students this year, the ‘Day
of Caring’ is expected to be
a continued success in years
to follow.

“It just keeps getting big-
ger;” said Cammauf. “The first
year we had five events, and
now we have 10. We do this as
part of a school-wide positive
behavior initiative, and the in-
volvement contimies to grow.”

Andrew Maier Elementary

1. February 12" — Spirit Day — wear red

2. February 19" — PTC meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m.

3. The students at Andrew Maier participated in a service learning project with help from their parents. Our school
counselor, Connie Cammarano, teaches guidance lessons to students in grades K-4. The project that focused on
compassion is as follows:

What Is My Child Learning?
In guidance lessons, grades Kindergarten through 4™ grade, your child has been learning how to show care and concern
by saying or doing something kind or helpful. This is called showing compassion.

Why Is This Important?
Being able to show compassion helps children get along with others.

What’s one way my child can practice compassion?
Your child can participate in...

A.M.E.S. HOLIDAY BREAKFAST
BAGS PROJECT 2014

We would like to help our students learn about showing compassion by creating breakfast bags for senior citizens in

need, serviced through Friend, Inc. in Kutztown, PA. Friend, Inc. provides food and a variety of other helpful services to
clients in Fleetwood, Kutztown, and Brandywine school districts.
Bags will be decorated and filled with the following items, creating a bag of breakfast treats for one person to enjoy
(please be sure to check expiration dates before filling bag).

small individual box of cereal
hot cereal/oatmeal packet
individually wrapped granola bar or breakfast bar
snack-sized fruit cup

juice box or small canned juice
a homemade holiday card or craft

If you have any questions or concerns, please call Mrs. Cammarano at 610-926-2502, or email at

ccammarano@fleetwoodasd.k12.pa.us .

4. Also, the students participated in The Great Kindness Challenge from January 26-30; a challenge to perform as many
acts of kindness as they can within the week with the goal of the acts of kindness continuing throughout the
remainder of the year. Our school is officially registered as one of the 3,355 schools in the nation participating in this

challenge.

For more information, see their website: www.greatkindnesschallenge.org. The students performed over
2,000 acts of kindness during the Great Kindness Challenge and earned a certification of participation.


mailto:ccammarano@fleetwoodasd.k12.pa.us
http://www.greatkindnesschallenge.org/

Photos from the 2015 Great Kindness Challenge at Andrew Maier Elementary School
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Richmond Elementary

PTA Chick-Fil-A Night will be held in Wyomissing on Thursday, 2/5/15 from 4:00 — 8:00 p.m. ~ bring your flyer!
February 11™ — 3" Grade dental presentation and school dentals

February 12™ — Spirit Day ~ wear red, pink, &/or purple

February 24™ — Spirit Day ~ wear your favorite cartoon shirt

February 5™ — 2" Grade students were given the SAGES tests.
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Willow Creek Elementary
February 15" — Verbal Behavior Parent Workshop from 6:00 — 8:00 p.m.
February 11" — PTA meeting beginning at 6:30 p.m.
February 12" — Spirit Day ~ wear red, pink, &/or purple
February 12" — School physical exams
February 18™ — School dental exams
February 27™ — Spirit Day ~ wear your favorite tie-dye clothing
February 27" — PTA Brain Show assembly from 6:30 — 8:30 p.m.

From the desk of Dr. Eaken
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