
 

 Common Core All-Subject Writing Rubric – The Annotated Version 
Writing Type(circle one):        Argumentative              Informative/Explanatory            Narrative (ELA only) 
 Excellent    

5 pts 
Good    
4 pts 

Fair    
3 pts 

Poor     
2 pts 

Total 
Points 

CONTENT 
X4 

The writing has a sharp focus 
and clarity of purpose. The 
ideas are developed with 
examples and specific details 
including textual evidence and 
are thoroughly elaborated. All 
elements of the prompt are 
addressed. 

The writing has a clear central 
idea and a clear focus. Ideas 
are developed with textual 
evidence, even though the 
development may be uneven. 
Information is relevant. Most 
elements of the prompt are 
addressed. 

The writing has a vague 
central idea; there are shifts in 
focus or digressions. Ideas are 
listed, information may be 
incomplete or irrelevant, 
textual evidence may be 
lacking, and there is little 
development. Some elements 
of the prompt are not 
addressed. 

The writing has unclear or 
confusing ideas. The ideas are 
missing relevant information, 
there is not enough information, 
or there is little or no 
development, and little textual 
evidence. Significant elements of 
the prompt are not addressed. 

 
 
 
 
X4 

ORGAN-
IZATION 

There is a beginning, middle, 
and end in the writing with 
strong transitions between 
ideas. Ideas are presented in a 
logical order and there is a 
sense of completion about the 
writing. 

There is a beginning, middle, 
and end in the writing with 
simple transitions between 
ideas. Ideas are presented in a 
logical order and the writing 
may have a weak ending. 

There is a weak beginning, 
middle, and end with gaps in 
ideas. Ideas are presented in 
random order, there may be 
significant repetition, and the 
writing may have no ending. 

There is no beginning or end with 
severe gaps in ideas. Ideas are 
presented in a random or 
repetitive order. There may be too 
little information to demonstrate 
organization. 

 
 
 
 
   

SPELLING & 
GRAMMAR 
(Conventions) 

The writing exhibits superior 
control over grammar, 
spelling, punctuation, and 
capitalization. If there are 
errors present, they do not 
appear to be part of a pattern 
of errors. 

The writing exhibits proper 
control over grammar, 
spelling, punctuation, and 
capitalization. If there are 
errors present, they do not 
appear to be a part of a 
pattern of errors. 

The writing exhibits weak 
control over grammar, 
spelling, punctuation, and 
capitalization. The errors 
minimally affect the meaning 
of the writing. 

The writing exhibits little to no 
control over grammar, spelling, 
punctuation, and capitalization. 
The errors greatly affect the 
meaning of the writing. 

 
 
 
 
   

Teacher Feedback:                                                                       {{Student Reflection on Back}} Total Points Earned 
 

 

Score 
 

 

Any piece of writing that states 
and supports and opinion. 

A piece of writing that informs the 
reader, but does not defend an 

opinion. A story, fiction or 
non-fiction. 

Some ideas may be nicely developed, others only partly 
developed or mentioned, but not developed at all. A student may try to support both sides of an 

issue, or may waffle between various opinions 
or focuses. 

Writing is off-topic for at least part of 
the assignment. 

Sometimes writers repeat 
information and ideas in order to 
fill up the page or as they try to 
work their way toward an idea. 

It is very clear what the 
writer intends and why 
they are writing. 

Examples and support from 
reading materials, videos, 
maps, charts, and graphs. 
May be quoted or 
paraphrased. Sources 
should be cited. 

Some prompts have several parts. 
Try to address all parts in your essay. 
(ie: In an essay, include a description 
of the issue, counter-arguments, and 
at least two ideas for solving the 
problem.) 

Strong transitions create a sense of coherence and flow in the writing 
without calling attention to themselves or being trite. 

Simple transitions my include transitions like first, second, next, finally, 
etc. Effective, but not original and sometimes clunky. 

Thinking about and reflecting on how your writing can improve 
next time is an important part of the writing process, but 
sometimes, your teacher may request that a peer give you 
feedback on some assignments. 


