
2021

C O M M U N I T Y
A S S E S S M E N T

1 2 0 1  N .  1 0 t h  S t . ,  A r k a n s a s  C i t y ,  K S
6 2 0  4 4 1  2 0 7 5

w w w . u s d 4 7 0 . c o m / p r e k

USD 470
COWLEY COUNTY

HEAD START





2021

COMMUNITY
ASSESSMENT

Executive Summary

Service Area/Eligible Children & Families Data

Head Start Services Snapshot

Identified Needs

Community Resources & Strengths

Observations & Recommendations

Data Sources

01




02




14




19




21




23




25



EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY
USD 470 Head Start  is funded for 147

students. There are 75 full day spots

and 72 half-day. In Winfield, USD 465

we have 32 full day students and in

Arkansas City we have 43 full day spots.  

Head Start Performance Standards

require a community needs assessment

be completed once within each five year

grant cycle, and an update annually.

Community assessment data is collected

from a variety of local, state and

national sources. 

The data collected helps to paint a

picture of the strengths, needs and

resources in Cowley County to ensure

that we continue to provide services

that are meeting the needs of our

community, building on community

strength, and accessing local resources.  

Data is used in program strategic

planning and budget development for

the USD 470 Head Start program.
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SERVICE AREA/
ELIGIBLE CHILDREN

& FAMILIES DATA



GEOGRAPHIC
BOUNDARIES
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POPULATION &
DEMOGRAPHICS
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6% of population is
under the age of 5.

source: South Central Kansas Economic Development District

source: Kansas Health Matters



P A G E  5

ECONOMIC
TRENDS

source: South Central Kansas Economic Development District
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source: South Central Kansas Economic Development District
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Living
Below Poverty

Cowley County

846
Families

4675
People

21.6%
of children in

Cowley County

HOUSING

51 Cowley County children are experiencing HOMELESSNESS
source: Kansas Education Homeless Children & Youth Data, 2019-2020

source: South Central Kansas Economic Development District

source: South Central Kansas Economic Development District, Kansas Kids Count
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TRANSPORTATION
& COMMUNICATION

Public
Transportation

Cowley County

Cowley County has a limited availability of Public
transportation. Arkansas City has 1 cab service. The General
Transportation service, which is funded by the Kansas
Department of Transportation and the Cowley County mill levy,
has a low cost shuttle available on a limited basis for county
residents to use.

Computer &
Internet Use

Cowley County
87.6%

households with one or
more computing device

75.6%
households with an

internet subscription
source: United States Census Bureau, 2019

source: South Central Kansas Economic Development District



25 to 29
34.8%

20 to 24
25.4%

30 to 34
19.1%

35 plus
13.1%

18 to 19
5.5%

15 to 17
2%

Normal
86.4%

High
7.1%

Low
5.8%

Very Low
0.8%

1st Trimester
69.8%

2nd Trimester
18.9%

3rd Trimester
9.1%

No Prenatal Care/Unknown
2.3%
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HEALTH &
NUTRITION

Live
Births

Cowley County
2020

397
Age of

Mothers

Birth
Weight

Start of
Prenatal Care

Births to 
Addicted Mothers

4 infants tested positive
for substances

4 infants experienced
withdrawal from
substances

Infants Fully
Immunized 

by 24 months

60.4%
2018

2020

2020

2020

2020

sources: Kansas Vital and Health Statistics,  Cowley County Department of Children and Families, Kansas Health Matters
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Child Care 
Availability
Cowley County
2020

Data gathered by the Early Literacy Initiative in USD 470 Arkansas City, indicated
that there has been a decrease in the number of in-home licensed childcare centers
in our area. 

For every one child care spot available
in Cowley County there are 21-30

children ages 0-3 waiting for care.

17%
decline of in-home
childcare since 2018

source: Kansas Kids Count

source: USD 470 Early Literacy Initiative
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TANF Cash Assistance

TANF Employment Services

Child Care Assistance

Food Assistance (SNAP)

Energy Assistance

General Assistance

Vocational Rehabilitation Services

Family Preservation

Reintegration/Foster Care

Adoption Support

Avg. monthly persons

Avg. monthly adults

Avg. monthly children

Avg. monthly persons

Persons

Avg. monthly persons

Avg. monthly persons

Persons

Avg. monthly children

Avg. monthly children

213

67

232

4060

560

0

132

31

116

187

Kansas Department for Children and Families
Major Services

Cowley County
FY 2020

source: Kansas Department of Children and Families, 2020

Food
Distribution

Cowley County

In 2019, 286 families received food from the Backpack Program from the
Kansas Food Bank.
School districts have participated in the Summer Food Program and provided
FREE meals to all students due to the COVID 19 Pandemic. 
During hybrid and remote learning meals were available for pick up and some
were even delivered to families in need. In November 2020, USD 470 provided
410-450 FREE meals each week.

School-aged Children

Local Food Pantry/Distribution Programs

First United Methodist Church
Grace United Methodist Church
Winfield Food Pantry

Winfield

Eastern Cowley County
Resource Center

Dexter

Udall United Methodist Church
Udall

Angels in the Attic
Manna Ministry
Northside Baptist
St. Paul United Methodist Church
Shepherd's Grace Church
Ark City Recreation Center

Ark City

Joseph's Storehouse
Burden

sources: K-State Resource and Extension, USD 470, USD 465
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DISABILITIES

REACH (age 0-3)

Preschool (age 3-5)
Autism

Developmental Delay

Hearing Impairment

Other Health Impairment

Speech/Language

75

168

Children Receiving Disability Services
Cowley County

Sept. 2021

3
63

3
3

96

School-age (age 5-21) 1720

Autism

Developmental Delay

Emotional Disturbance

Hearing Impairment

Intellectual Disability

Learning Disability

Multiple Disabilities

Other Health Impairment

Orthopedic Impairment

Speech/Language

Traumatic Brain Injury

Vision Impairment

Gifted Only

73
301
45
12
41

585
19

147
1

282
2
6

206

source: Cowley County Special Services Cooperative
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EDUCATION

Adult
Educational
Attainment

School District
Data
Cowley County
2020

source: Kansas Department of Education Data Central, 2020

source: South Central Kansas Economic Development District



HEAD START
SERVICES

SNAPSHOT
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IDENTIFIED
NEEDS
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The community data continues to show a need for
additional resources for young families. 

Through the challenges of the pandemic, many of these became
an even greater challenge. 

While there is a lack of adequate data related to mental health
needs in Kansas, anecdotal data and experiences indicate that
this is a growing concern in our area. There is an effort county
wide to have providers begin using the Ages and Stages Screening
tool to help identify the needs and delays in your children in order
to connect them with more early intervention services.

affordable housing

child care
(specifically for ages 0-3)

mental health services

public transportation

internet connectivity,
access, and availability



COMMUNITY
RESOURCES &

STRENGTHS
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Our early childhood providers, our blended preschool programs,
coordinated efforts in Kindergarten transitions and professional
development are a strength in our community. We are able to
coordinate preschool enrollment efforts, transitions from birth to
3 programs, and special education services to meet the needs of
our community. 

We have an active local interagency coordinating council that
includes our health advisory committee that are working to share
knowledge, resources, professional development and
partnerships that support early learning.  

There is a renewed effort in our community to provide additional
services for families through the local efforts to obtain a
community health clinic in Arkansas City, that is a partner
program of the Winfield clinic. The efforts were delayed due to the
pandemic, but plans are once again moving forward. 

Through the work of the Early Literacy Grant in Arkansas City,
there is now a community conversation that has begun related to
literacy and lack of resources and connecting families to the
resources available. These efforts are improving through
partnerships with the public schools, health department,
recreation center, early intervention services, and our local
library. 

Through Rise Cowley County, we have another coordinated effort
to collect all resources in one location, and provide a core team to
share the resources available in our community as well as
identifying areas of needs. 



OBSERVATIONS &
RECOMMENDATIONS
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A collaborative effort between local agencies will improve the
quality of the services and programs that we offer in Cowley
County. Local agencies will continue to strengthen partnerships
and combine resources to support our community. 

USD 470 Head Start will provide a child focused, family-centered
environment that prepares each child and family for a lifetime of
learning. USD 470 Head Start will build a greater community by
preparing children to succeed in school while strengthening
families.

Through our program planning process USD 470 Head Start
developed four goal areas to focus on over the next five years.



DATA
SOURCES
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Cowley County Department of Children and Families

Cowley County Special Services Cooperative

Kansas Action for Children, Kansas KIDS COUNT

Kansas Department of Children and Families

Kansas Health Matters

Kansas Information for Communities, Vital and Health Statistics

Kansas State Department of Education, Data Central

K-State Research and Extension

Office of Head Start, Head Start Services Snapshot, Program Information
Report (PIR)

South Central Kansas Economic Development District

USD 465

USD 470

USD 470 Early Literacy Initiative


