JSSPVA BOARD MEETING AGENDA: February 22; 2023, KENILWORTH ASSEMBLY
HALL

Board Attendees: Beth Ottsen, Lydia Mathas, Jenica Myszkowski, Kyra Nelson, Joe Guarino,
Kate Tarbert, Robin Maher, Eleanor Husman, Julie Peterson, Licke Hakkenberg, Valerie Gaines,
Emily Wyner, Carly Cape, Robin Stone, Julia Peterson and Renee Buck

Regular Attendees:
Stephanie Helfand, Kate Donegan

Called to order at 8:37
Kyra moved to approve the minutes; Joe seconded and the minutes were approved
1. Welcome and President Report (Beth Ottsen)

Panther Park project - JSSPA will be funding and building out underutilized arcas outside of the
school - the atrium and between the link and the auditorium; The plans include, landscaping,
amphitheater seating, slab tables, new pathways; Beth met with school board, principal and
superintendent to go over plans; app. $200,000 budget has been approved; estimates are in and
overall project is approximately double the approved budget; JSSPVA has budget to do one of
the two areas; school may help fund the projects and may be additional fundraising and naming
rights; do not yet know a timeline yet with coordination of construction;

Emily suggested putting update in newsletter

Approved $200k budget is from returned funds from village house project plans; Joe suggested
communicating with families that donated to the village house project to let them know what
money is used to

Eight grade graduation - had initial graduation meeting with administration

Drop-in - 7th/8th grade dance held in gym in February; next one is in April and 6th grade will be
invited; JSSPVA funded; we have added a committee role for planning; JSSPVA has party
decorations and party supplies in offsite storage from prior drop-ins;

Beth and Lydia are going to inventory the storage area

2. Communications Update (Eleanor Husman and Emily Wyner) — newsletter went out today;

“What is JSSPVA” flyer was included in newsletter; flyer will also be handed out at future
events



3. Treasurer’s Report (Kyra Nelson) — audit in underway; we have spent 27% of budget for the
year

4. Vice President’s Sub Committees (Lydia Mathas)

Book Fair Chairs (Erin Papuga, Alison Dempsey, Bath Barakat) — Spring Book Fair is slated for
5/11/5/12. Spring Book Fair planning started and the fall Book Fair went well. Will work with
the new librarian and the administration for location. Question from DEB Committee about
Bernie’s Book bank drive, which neighbors of Kenilworth is also supporting this
month....various members are looking for other book donation opportunities; to be determined
as to whether book fair will include a used book drive

Room Parents (Kirby Kelly, Mary Jane Melgaard) — Valentine’s Day party went well.
Preregistration went smoothly with the administration having name tags preprinted and laid out
in exchange for the parent ID (150 parents attended). Next time, we should ask any parent who
hasn’t yet visited school during school hours to stop by the office to be put into the Raptor
System.

After Hour Kid Power (Carly Cook, Jessica Cardoni) — Winter program in session and running
through the week of 3/20. High ropes — in speaking with Natalie McLemore, there are plans to
re-incorporate High Ropes back into our PE Curriculum after a two break due to COVID. The
PE team has upcoming training and inspection on the course in March, with plans to use the
course in grade 5t-8th grades in the month of April. Natalie is not interested inn running a High
Ropes club herself and we have not been able to identify a suitable outside resource to lead this
program.

Lost & Found (Lydia Barhight) — Continues to be organized regularly. It was displayed during
the holiday music concert and the left over was donated. Lost and Found will be displayed at
parent conferences. We ordered a new hanging rack on wheels with a new location, maybe
moving it to the LINK.

Enrichment (Julie Kras, Kate Logan, Shannon Ford) —

K — scheduled their field trip to Emily Oaks Nature Center for Groundhog Day. Looking at
scheduling Lyle Crocodile at school from Great Works Theatre and a visit to Highline Theatre in
Rodgers Park. Also, a High Touch High Tech visit.

15t grade — A Children’s Voice Poetry scheduled for April. Working on dates for Great Works
Theatre performance at school and a visit Highline Theatre in Rodgers Park.



2nd grade — High Touch High Tech came in January and a Children’s Voice Poetry will be visiting
with 1st grade. Also working on a possible Harriet Tubman production by Great Work Theatre in
February.

3-5th grade - Buses have created some scheduling challenges causing some trips Lo be shorter
than in previous years. (3rderade Grove Pioneer field trip for late April, Chicago History Museum
for early May

4th grade — Bus schedule prevented the group from going to Feed My Starving Children in
November. High Tech High Touch Edison workshop schedule for March 2, Sheldon Peck
Homestead hopefully end of February.

Waiting on Bill Buczinksy schedule, but trying for end of April.

5th grade — Candor Health Presentation for Kids scheduled for March 9%. Looking for additional
options tied to the curriculum, will reach out to other districts for ideas.

4th and 5th grade Historical Perspectives schedules are out now and they only offer virtual,
prerecorded presentations.

6t grade — will go to the Oriental Institute in March, prior to Spring Break

7th grade — will go to the Museum of Science and Industry in March, prior to Spring Break,
planning for the same day as 6t grade

8th grade — will go to the Illinois Holocaust Museum on April 25%, but waiting on confirmation.

Display Case (Carolyn Brougham) — A March inspired display has been installed with the
theme: “What looks like good luck may actually be the result of hard work, perseverance,
learning, showing up, etc.

Skate Exchange — has concluded for the year. No inventory available.

5. VP of Inclusion (Joe Guarino) — Tables of Eight is Saturday - less interest but still good
participation; worked well to line up hosts first; Common threads ongoing; World Culture
fair coming up, have 12 families hosting tables - looking for additional families to host
tables, held in gym, there will be a quiz to make passport more meaningful, girl scouts are
doing world thinking badge opportunity; Polar Plunge coming up - open to JK through 8 and
communication went out this week - need more kids to sign-up. New inclusion initiatives that
are tied to the Nora Project. First, a suggestion fro Mrs. Arra to do a 2nd Cup of Coffee on
the Nora Project to better educate parents on the project. Second, a Nora project movie
night. Pros and cons including confidentially concern so no decisions have been made.

6. VP of Green — (Robin Maher) — Earth Week plans are underway - theme is “Invest in Our
Planet;” Planet Panthers looking for ways to get up and going with support.



7. VP of Community Relations (Kate Tarbert)

Park District — Summer camp registration is now open. There’s a really big-name concert
this coming Thursday: A Night of Nina, Simone with Dee Alexander (celebrating Simone’s 9
th birthday). $20/ticket, doors open at 7. The new Community Café is open every morning at
the Kenilworth Assembly Hall. We definitely need more foot traffic!

Village - There are two opportunities for residents to provide input into ongoing village
projects. Both can be accessed on the village website, www.vok.org, Beach Improvement
Project. The Village hosted public meetings on February 2nd and 4th where Woodhouse
Tinucci presented information on Phase 1 of the Beach Improvement Project. If you were
unable to attend either meeting, or want to review the materials again, please check out a
video of the presentation online, in addition to general project information and goals. The
architects are currcntly beginning the design process for indoor and outdoor spaces, to
include improved restrooms, showers and changing areas, outdoor recreation, and expanded
concessions/food service capability. Please share your thoughts on beach enhancements using
the online survey.

Website Redesign Survey: The Village is in the process of reviewing and updating the
website and seeking your feedback to help guide the redesign.

Scouts Boy Scouts:

1. The pancake breakfast is back! Its March 11th from 7.30 to noon. Proceeds from the
breakfast benefit all Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts. Tickets are $10 or $5 for those seven and under;
you can get them at the door or from any cub scout, including my boys, so if you need some, let
me know.

2. Pinewood Derby is Sunday, 3/12.

Girl Scouts:

1. Scamper was fabulous! Couldn’t have done it without wonderful parent volunteers and
great support from Sears administration.

2. Some Girl Scouts will be selling cookies through their online sites starting Feb. 27th. You

have to pay shipping, but it’s a great way to send or sell cookies to family outside this area,

cousins at college etc. ask Girl Scouts you know for their link.

3. March 9 the Girl Scouts will be attending the world culture fair at Sears in celebration of

their own GS Thinking Day, the scouting day which acknowledges being a part of

international scouting around the world. If you see them in their uniform, that’s why!

School Board met last night and is next meeting on Monday, March 13.

New Trier



- For parents of rising freshmen: The New Trier Parents’ Association co-chairs have reached
out to all the feeder schools, including Sears, to solicit interested volunteers to serve on the
Class of 2027 NTPA freshman class parent board. The selection process begins soon, so
please apply quickly if you are interested. Any questions can be directed to Kristen Whisner
and Jenny Keller at newtrier2024@gmail.com

- There is a new director of safety to oversee security measures across the district. Raimond
Pavely, who has spent 21 years with the Wilmette Police - including as a longtime school
resource officer - was approved by the Board for the new position and will begin his duties
next month. He has helped develop numerous safety plans for local schools, government
agencies, and religious institutions will oversee New Trier’s safety and security planning and
operations.

- The Winnetka Campus East Side Academic and Athletic Project is on budget and on track
for its planned opening at the beginning of the 2023-2024 school year. This project will add
13 new classrooms, a New Competition Gym, Auxiliary Gyms, and Indoor Track, New
Weight and Strength/Conditioning Facilities, a New Climbing Wall and High Ropes Course,
expanded food service, Improved Security and Accessibility, and improved Maintenance and
Energy Efficiency.

- February 24 from 5:45 - 8:00 P.M. at the Winnetka Campus the senior class invites local
families to attend New Trier High School Winter Carnival, during which the entire school
will transform into a carnival ground with activities, prizes, food, and more. This is the single
largest fundraiser for the seniors’ Habitat for Humanity project.

DEB — Nothing new to report.

Alliance for Early Childhood - The Alliance has two events coming up, both of which you
can register for on the Alliance website. (1) LetsPlay! @ the Farm -- Wagner Farm on
Saturday, April 29th from 10am-12pm; (2) Let’s Play! Nature Exploration -- Erickson Woods
@ 1651 Willow Road, Winnetka, IL 60093, starting at 9:30am.—

8. Booster Update (Lieke Hakkenberg) — Wilmette bike shop will have an ongoing sale of spirit
wear; boosters will get a portion of sales back. Beginning planning activity in April.

9. Staff Appreciation (Stephanie Joyce) — Valentine appreciation cookies in teacher lounge;
Administration appreciation week is this week - JSSPVA providing lunch for administration
team

10. Principal/Superintendent’s Report -

Kate and Steph - gave report about unauthorized individual on roof and construction site;
administration meeting with construction company to debrief and see if anything can be done
differently; administration meeting with police to debrief; threat-assessment team has a protocol,
which was followed; school is doing a post-mortem to identify improvements in protocol



Steph - gave report on portrait of a sears graduate update; meeting on Thursday to finalize
definition of portrait characteristics; using characteristics to develop curriculum, extra curricular,
and other programming; next year is a pilot year for program; the rubric was shared

Kate - Phase 2 is on time and on budget; blacktop should be complete by start of school next
year; board approved Phase 3 updates to Baker building, which should happen during future
summers without disruption to school year

Kate - board approved the equity definition; board approved staffing plans and summer school
plans

- Administration will look for opportunities for JSSPVA programing to support portrait of a Sears
Graduate

11.JSSPVA Nomination Slate (Jenica Myszkowski): almost full board slate; found a treasurer;
still looking for one additional benefit chair; boosters chair and new comer chair; still collecting
surveys, have 25-30 subcommittee slots that need to be filled

(Beth Ottsen, JSSPVA President)

Kt Wh ol

(Kristy Whipplé) JSSPVA Sedrétary)




