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Stud ents in ENG IV will choose  one  of the  
fo llowing  title s:

• Hag  Seed  b y Marg are t Atwood

• Shylock is My Name b y Howard  Jacob son

• Op he lia b y Lisa Kle in

• Vinegar Girl b y Anne  Tyle r



Hag -Seed

◦ Marg are t Atwood ’s re working  of William Shake sp eare ’s 
p lay, The  Temp est, fo r the  Hog arth Shake sp eare  p ro je ct
◦ Fe lix has lost his p osition as artistic d ire ctor o f a long -
running  theate r fe stival. He  live s alone  in rural O ntario  
now, exce p t fo r the  comp any of his fantasy d aug hte r 
Mirand a (who d ie d  at 12).
◦ The n Fe lix take s a job  teaching  p risone rs at the  local 
corre ctional institute . The y will b e  p e rforming  The  Temp est 
and  making  a vid e o  of the ir p rod uction. And  Fe lix has a 
p lan to  g e t b ack at his e ne mie s who chase d  him into  exile .



Shylock is My Name
◦ Howard  Jacob son re imag ine s the  sto ry of Shylock, the  
me rchant from Shake sp eare 's p lay, The  Merchant of 
Venice . Jacob son move s the  sto ry to  the  p re se nt-d ay art 
world .
◦ Shylock and  Simon Strulovich strug g le  to  come  to  te rms 
with the  loss o f the ir familie s—e ithe r to d eath o r 
throug h re je ction of the ir he ritag e . Shylock's wife  has d ie d , 
and  the ir d aug hte r has ab and one d he r Je wish up b ring ing . 
Simon's d aug hte r has falle n fo r a man with Nazi leaning s.
◦ Jacob son transp ose s Shake sp eare 's tale  o f the  strug g le  
with g rie f, rag e , and  ramp ant anti-Se mitism to  mod e rn-d ay 
Britain.



Op he lia

◦ Lisa Kle in’s re te lling  of Shakesp eare ’s Hamle t from 
the  p o int o f view of O p he lia.
◦ O p he lia is smart, b eautiful, and  a lad y-in-waiting  to  
Queen Ge rtrud e . She  and  Prince  Hamle t are  in love , 
althoug h this is a secre t.
◦ She  also  is learning  a lo t ab out court intrig ue , as 
thing s start to  fall ap art in Denmark. Soon, O p he lia 
find s that staying  at court is a d ang e rous 
p rop osition. Esp ecially with the  o the r secre t she  
ho ld s.



Vinegar Girl
◦ Anne  Tyle r take s on the  come d y The  Taming  of the  Shrew 
for the  Hog arth Shake sp eare  p ro je ct.
◦ Kate  Battista wond e rs how she  found  he rse lf ke e p ing  
house  fo r he r fathe r and  taking  care  o f he r ob noxious 
young e r siste r. An op inionate d  p re school te ache r, she  
g e ts in troub le  with the  p are nts fo r sp eaking  he r mind , b ut 
he r stud e nts love  he r.
◦ Kate ’s fathe r, a scie ntist, has o the r matte rs to  worry 
ab out: His re search assistant is ab out to  b e  d e p orte d  at a 
crucial mome nt in the ir work. How can ke e p  Pyotr in the  
country? Ah—his unmarrie d  o ld e r d aug hte r! 
◦ Kate  d oe sn’t like  b e ing  mad e  a p awn in this sche me , b ut 
can she  re sist the  rid iculous atte mp ts to  win he r ove r?
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