


100.4 Program Requirements for Grades Five 
through Eight: 

 

Public school students in grade 8 shall have 
the opportunity to take high school courses 
in mathematics and in at least one of the 
following areas: English, social studies, 
languages other than English, art, music, 
career and technical education subjects or 
science courses. 

 



 Do you have Honor classes 
in grade 7 and/or 8? 

 How are students assigned 
to Regents math or science? 



Current Math Progression Current Science Progression 











   



 Our Site-based committee, members of our 
faculty, and the high school administrators, agree 
that expanding opportunities and setting high 
expectations for all students will have a positive 
effect 
 

 Our faculty has long contended that Common 
Core Standards have alleviated the need for 
honors  
 

 Students’ individual needs can be met through 
tiered learning activities and assignments 

 



 Common Core Standards require a higher level of 
rigor 
 

 Heterogeneous discussions and activities generate 
robust learning environments 
 

 Enduring understandings challenge all students 
 

 All students are exposed to common foundational 
skills, practices, and language 
 

 Students have the latitude to expand upon their 
ideas  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Heterogeneous discussions (i.e. Socratic environments) 
and activities generate more robust learning 
environments for all students. 

◦ Students are able to listen, watch, and engage in the 
thought process as classmates articulate how they 
formulated complex ideas and analytical responses.  

 



 

 New Social Studies Framework  

 

 Expectations of Common Core 

 

 Students’ developmental abilities  
 

 



 

 

 Research I & II (soon to be III) 

  

 6th Grade Humanities 
   (Expanding to 7th & 8th Grade in 2016-17) 

 

 NYITCOM STEP Program 

 

 
 

 

 

    
 



 
 

 Research classes serve as a course option 
that provides students the appropriate level 
of rigor to grow as critical thinkers and 
writers and for those who want to challenge 
themselves even further 
 

 The Humanities course has allowed 
students to access higher level texts and 
engage in analytical discussion and 
expository writing 

 

Our hope is to expand this experience to all 
core classes.  

 

 
 



 

 

 When we exposed students to engaging 
content their level of performance has 
surpassed that of their regular classes 
 

 Setting high expectations can motivate 
historically lower performing students 
 

 Providing students with the opportunity, 
and necessary supports, to engage in 
rigorous coursework raises their self-
esteem 

 

 
 



 
 

Removing honors in 6th grade has raised 
expectations for all students 
 

Heterogeneous classes allow for flexible mixed 
ability grouping—dictated by the activity 
 

Eliminate stress related to maintaining an “honors 
average”—NOT appropriate for middle school 
 

Scheduling implications for students and 
programs 

 



 

 

Students who have had to work hard often 
set an example for those who have not 
needed to in the past  
 

“What’s the right answer?!” Syndrome and 
Risk Taking 
 

 According to the STAR Renaissance and AIS 
guidelines, some honors students are below 
grade level expectations   

 



  

 

Students’ varied needs can be met by 
differentiating content and focus  
 

Develop units based on themes and 
differentiate the resources used based on 
students’ needs  
 

Differentiation is already happening, with 

non-honors students being given “honors 
level” work  

 



 
 

 Eliminate Honors designation for all 
courses, ensure high level of rigor in all 
classes, for all students 

 

 Provide all students with a pathway to 
challenge the Algebra and Earth Science 
Regents exams in 8th Grade  

 

 Allow Students to self-select for Algebra 
and Earth Science 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 Informational parent/student meeting will 
be held prior to 6th and 7th grade planning 
meetings 

 

 The pre-algebra course content and 
expectations will be clearly outlined for 
parents and students 

 

 Administrative presentations to classes 

 
 

    

 

 

 
 



 

Data show that enrolling in 8th grade Algebra 
and [increasing] student and parent 
aspirations play a significant role in 

students’ post-high school educational 
outcomes. 

 

      -The National Educational Longitudinal Study  

 


