
 

Jaguar Times 
October  2021 

Greetings S.Y. Jackson Community, 
 
Happy October! Can you believe we are already halfway through the 
first trimester of school? Oh how time flies! I just wanted to take a    
moment to brag about our staff and students. Jack and I go into    
classrooms each day only to see amazing things happening! Our     
students are demonstrating the character counts traits, learning, and 
growing. This is all because of our stellar teachers and the support 
from all the families.  
 
Here is a glance of what to look forward to this month. We have Fall 
break from the 7th-8th. I hope you all do something fun with your        
families!  Speaking of Fall, now that we are in October, the weather will 
begin to get a little cooler. Please be sure to send your child with a  
sweater as we will continue to eat outdoors, weather permitting. At the 
end of the month, we will be doing the storybook parade! We surely 
missed out last year, but I am excited to be a part of it this year! More  
details will be sent out once we get closer to the date.  
 
Lastly, I wanted to introduce myself as your Assistant Principal. This is 
my second year here at S.Y Jackson, and it has been such an honor to 
work with our students, staff, and community!  If there is anything I can 
do to support you or answer any questions, please reach out to me at 
crystal.avalos@aps.edu or       
296-9536 ext.36852.  

 
Stay Safe, 
Crystal A.P.  

mailto:crystal.avalos@aps.edu


 
We are so fortunate to have all of your support for our PTA and 
school!  We are blown away by the generosity, dedication, and passion of 
our school community.  It is clear how SYJ was awarded the Blue Ribbon 
status in 2020!  Through the excellence of teachers and staff and         
volunteer involvement, the SYJ community is able to provide the best   
education and programming.  The PTA serves a crucial role in              
coordinating and funding programs for our school, and we are grateful for 
the time, talents, and resources that you give.  Each month, the PTA 
board is working to communicate with our teachers, staff, principal, and 
parents to identify needs 
and ways we can help.  We 
think of the long-range    
impacts we can make,    
being fiscally responsible, 
and involving our members 
in the decision-making    
processes that benefit our 
school.  Even though our 
meetings are virtual, the 
connection we share is 
deep in purpose and        
relationship.  Our smiling 
faces here from our last 
board meeting show what a 
pleasure it is to make a   
difference in the lives of our 
students and school.   

 

Join us at our next PTA meeting Thursday, October 21 at 7:30pm, 
where we'll be  talking about the Reflections Program, Science Night, Jog
-a-thon results, and more!  All are welcome to attend our meetings and 
share your ideas for how to support SYJ!  PTA membership allows you to 
vote on important funding and programs and stay on top of the latest 
news.  Sign up here to become a PTA member:  https://
my.cheddarup.com/c/sy-jackson-elementary-school  Thank you for your 
participation and all that you do for our school! 

https://my.cheddarup.com/c/sy-jackson-elementary-school
https://my.cheddarup.com/c/sy-jackson-elementary-school


A quick update from the financial side of PTA: This 
month we funded a phonics program for the whole 
school (previously only used by lower grades) called 
Heggerty; we’ve also begun to reimburse teachers for 
their classroom purchases to help make our kids’ expe-
riences fun, enriching, and safe! We voted at the last 
PTA meeting to fund an additional two items: document 
cameras for all classrooms and a 3-year renewal for the 
popular Lexia reading program. We’re excited to help 
staff and students continue to make the most of the 
great education here at SY Jackson. For input on future 
PTA budget decisions, join the PTA and attend our up-
coming meetings!  
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Save the Date 
PTA MEETINGS 2021-2022 

ONCE A MONTH THURSDAY 7:30PM, VIRTUAL 
 

OCTOBER 21 
NOVEMBER 18 
JANUARY 20 

FEBRUARY 17 
MARCH 10 
APRIL 21 
MAY 12 

Let us know if you have any questions or comments: 

Sarah Krzyzanowski  syj.president@gmail.com 

Pauline Baca  syjackson.jogathon@gmail.com 

Sara Robbins  syj.vp.programs@gmail.com 

Lauren Moore  syj.treasurer@gmail.com 

Bettina Arpin  syj.secretary@gmail.com 

mailto:syj.president@gmail.com
mailto:syjackson.jogathon@gmail.com
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Volunteer Opportunities 
Thank you to all of our committee chairs for volunteering their 

time and efforts to help our school!  If you are interested in serving 
on any of these committees, please contact  

syj.president@gmail.com          
 

The PTA appreciates your service!  
 

SERVICE: 
Room Parents / Blood Drive:  Aubry Jones 
Campus Beautification:  Anne Aragon 
Clothing Bank:  Yvonne Corcoran 
Food Pantry:  Ida Kelly 
School Supplies:  Crystal Duquette 
Student Recognition:  Brittany Anderson 
Teacher Appreciation:  Keri Payne 
 
LITERACY: 
Library:  Sarah Wozniak 
One School One Book:  Victoria Garcia 
 
S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math):  
Art from the Heart:  DeeAnna Cherry 
Geography Bee / Reflections:  Rachel Brunton 
Science & Math Nights / Wampler Math:  Tim Koehler 
Science Fair:  Henry Pang 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
Membership:  Thao Le 
Newsletter:  Sarah Lindblom 
PTA Teacher Representative:  Karen Mayo 
T-shirts / Attendance:  Lindsey Heisler 
Website:  Kris Webb 
Yearbook:  Robin Ellis 
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Special Thanks! 
 

PAULINE BACA 
Special thanks to our V.P. of Fundraising, Pauline Baca, for her 

amazing job organizing the Jog-a-Thon!!  Stay tuned for fun family 
events we're hoping to hold in the Spring!  

 
DONATIONS 

The PTA is so grateful to have such a supportive school              
community!!  Thanks to your donations for the Jog-a-Thon this year, 

we are able to fund supplies, programs, and technology for our 
teachers and students and provide support for our community. 

THANK YOU!  
 

CAMPUS CLEANUP 
Thank you so much for having you and your families come up with 

the campus cleanup on Saturday, September 25th!  The          
schoolgrounds look so much better due to your hard work! 

Carlos and Anne Aragon and Family, Campus Beautification Chair 
Tim and Caroline Blada and Family 

Brenda Nieto 
Vanessa Molina and Family 

Anton Lo 
Joelle Altamirano and Family 

Shannon and George Gonzales and Family 
Lara Sabo 

Ezekiel and Kayla Merriam and Family 
David and Sarah Krzyzanowski and Family 



 

Spirit Days 
 

Are you ready for some First Friday Fun?   
Classes will be voting on themed days for the first Friday of each month!   

 

LIFT YOUR SPIRIT DAY 
 

Friday, October 1, we will celebrate "Lift Your Spirit Day" wearing bright colors for 
the Balloon Fiesta! The teachers and staff and balloon crews will be treated to 

breakfast in the lounge from the PTA as a thank you for being so uplifting to our 
students and families! There will be two hot air balloons for families to enjoy        

beginning at 7am on our grass field on campus before school from the                 
Albuquerque Aloft program: MISS SHENANIGANS, Pilot Steven Adams; PLOT 
TWIST, Pilot Derek Grassbaugh. Masks are required to keep everyone safe.   

 
We've also kicked off our online Fall Spiritwear Sale celebrating the school's 50th 
anniversary!  Order here:  https://www.spiritgeardirect.com/GearDrive/Store.aspx?

guid=cd2e858d-51d5-44d6-926f-c18bf630e538 
 

Apparel is being sold at-cost, as this is not considered a fundraiser.  We are truly 
blown away by your generosity and support for our school!   

Enjoy a fun day to Lift Your Spirit together!!   
 

Mark your calendars for future First Friday Spirit Days: 
 

Friday, November 5, 2021 

Friday, December 3, 2021 

Friday, January 7, 2021 

Friday, February 4, 2022 

Friday, March 4, 2022 

Friday, April 1, 2022 

Friday, May 6, 2022 

https://www.spiritgeardirect.com/GearDrive/Store.aspx?guid=cd2e858d-51d5-44d6-926f-c18bf630e538
https://www.spiritgeardirect.com/GearDrive/Store.aspx?guid=cd2e858d-51d5-44d6-926f-c18bf630e538




 

Upcoming Events 
Wampler Math Class 

5th Grade Advanced Math 
Fridays, 7:45 - 8:20 am 

SYJ Library 
Begins September 24th, 2021 

 
 

Wampler Math is once again being offered to 5th grade students.  The 
Wampler Math class teaches students advanced math concepts like 

mathematical operations with negative numbers and fractions leading all 
the way into beginning algebra. If your 5th grader is excited about math, 

this class offers the opportunity to challenge themselves. 
 

This year’s classes will meet in the SYJ Library every Friday morning at 
7:45 AM beginning Sept. 24th, 2021. There is no charge for this class. 

For more information, please contact Tim Koehler 
(wamplermath@yahoo.com) 

 
 

Virtual Science Night by Explora 
November 4th, 2021 

6:00 – 7:30 PM 
 

Join in the fun of exploring how science can explain how the world 
works even when something is unexpected or surprising.  Explora will 
provide a virtual guide to exciting science-based activities that will offer 
opportunities for families to work together to understand how amazing 

science can be. 
 

Required materials, activity sheets, and additional meeting information 
will be made available closer to the event.  Please contact Tim Koehler 

(tpkoehler@yahoo.com) with any questions. 

mailto:wamplermath@yahoo.com
mailto:tpkoehler@yahoo.com


 

Teacher Feature  
Meet Brandee Houlihan 

My name is Brandee Houlihan. I am a 1st grade 
teacher at SYJ.  This is my 14th year teaching. I 
am so honored to be working at SY Jackson. I 
have always heard amazing things about the 
school, the staff, and the families. I got married in 
March and I am expecting my first baby in        
December. Some of the goals for this year are to 
get my students to love coming to school         
everyday. I also want them to love reading and to 

know that they are amazing readers. A goal outside of school is to 
have a healthy baby! 

Congratulations to Mrs. Houlihan!  We're happy to have you 
here as part of our SYJ Family and wish you the best with 

your growing family, too! 

 Food Drive 
SY Jackson will be having a food 
drive for the food pantry October 
4th - October 15th.  

 

Each class will be assigned a 
specific food. Keep an eye out for 
more information from your child’s 
teacher and Mr. Vermillion.  



 

Jog-A-Thon 
I wanted to say thank you to all the volunteers who came out to 

the field at 6:00am to help me set up the field.  It was         

completed in the dark in record breaking time.  Thank you also 

to those who helped count all the money that was turned in.   
 

This Jog-A-Thon has been truly amazing!  Thank you to all the families, friends 

and community who came out to watch the children run. The kids did an  

amazing job running! As of September 29, we have raised, $64,033 dollars on 

pledgestar and over seven thousand dollars in cash/check.  Our goal was to 

raise 40 thousand dollars and you all have gone over and beyond this!  Thank 

you again for supporting our school!   
 

For those runners who are the top runners for each grade and classroom, I will 

be handing out your rewards on Wednesday October 6th, 2021.   
 

Children can still raise money to go towards prizes until October 1, 2021, at 

11:59.  I will be running a report during this time to ensure that I capture all the 

money each child has earned.  I believe that I will be ready to hand out prizes 

on Wednesday, October 20th.    
 

The prizes currently are 

*guitar*art set*scooters*bikes*hoover board*castle set*puzzle* 

*mini arcade games*Main Event*Trolly ride*Top Golf*Remote control* 

*Rocket Set*Magnet tiles*telescope*ukulele*puzzle*drawing set* 

*avengers picture” jaguar picture*box set of harry potter books* 

*science microscope*soccer set*tablets*3 wheeled cruiser*and many more* 

 
Thank you again for all your help and raising money for our School!  

 

Thank you to our sponsors: Main sponsor Dr. Fanning orthodontist and 
other sponsors Dr. Robert Lucero DDS, AC&R, RT 66 Emergency and 

Veterinarian hospital, First Resort Intervention.  



 

Greetings From The Health Office 

SY Jackson ES is one of many APS schools that has joined Kinsa's School Health Program FLUency™ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Continued on Next Page 



 

Greetings From The Health Office 

Kinsa's School Health Program FLUency™ is a voluntary Free   

Program to Reduce the Spread of Illness and Prevent Outbreaks in 

Schools. All families that sign up will receive a free smart thermometer. 

The app uses anonymized data and doesn’t single out students who 

are ill. Instead, it alerts the school and parents of illness trends within 

grade levels. 

 

For more information visit: Kinsa Health (https://kinsahealth.com/kinsa-

for-schools) and watch for brochures coming home with students next 

week. 

 
 

Covid: For APS’s most up-to-date Covid information, please visit 

https://www.aps.edu/news/news-from-2021-2022/covid-symptoms-in-

schools.  

 

For the NMPED Toolkit: https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/

uploads/2021/09/

NMPED_COVID19ResponseToolkit_PublicSch0914_PublicVersion.pdf 

 

Thank you for helping us keep our community healthy!  

Lynne, RN & Margaret, HA 

https://kinsahealth.com/kinsa-for-schools
https://kinsahealth.com/kinsa-for-schools
https://kinsahealth.com/kinsa-for-schools
https://www.aps.edu/news/news-from-2021-2022/covid-symptoms-in-schools
https://www.aps.edu/news/news-from-2021-2022/covid-symptoms-in-schools
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/NMPED_COVID19ResponseToolkit_PublicSch0914_PublicVersion.pdf
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/NMPED_COVID19ResponseToolkit_PublicSch0914_PublicVersion.pdf
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/NMPED_COVID19ResponseToolkit_PublicSch0914_PublicVersion.pdf


 

Library News 
 
What a joy it is to see your students visiting the library! I see many of 
them stopping by throughout the day, not just when their class is    
scheduled to come.  I'm glad our library is well-stocked with books 
they love to read. Thank you for continuing to help your students be     
responsible library patrons. Returning books every week ensures that 
they are able to continue checking out books. 
 
We've had quite a few wet books returned to the library recently.  Leaky 
water bottles seem to be the most common problem.  Please let me 
know as soon as possible if your child has a water-damaged book so we 
don't end up spreading mold or mildew to other books in the library. 
 
I'm excited to launch the Caldecott Club (K-2nd) and a brand new      
Distinguished Books Club (3rd-5th), both of which are designed to         
encourage your young readers to be wide readers and explore all the   
library has to offer.  You should have seen information about these come 
home with your student, but just in case it didn't make it, visit the SY 
Jackson Library website for more information.  
https://syjackson.aps.edu/library?
utm_source=schoolloop&utm_medium=badge&utm_content=library 
 
Upcoming Events: 
Scholastic Bookfair is TENTATIVELY scheduled for November 15-
19.  Stay tuned for more information in October. 
 
Questions?  Please contact me (email is best) at bowdoin@aps.edu 
 

 

Susan Bowdoin 

Teacher-Librarian 
 

 

https://syjackson.aps.edu/library?utm_source=schoolloop&utm_medium=badge&utm_content=library
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Reflections 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

Each year, the National PTA Reflections Program challenges students to create art inspired by a specific 
theme. Themes are selected from hundreds of ideas submitted by students to the PTA Reflections       
Program Theme Search.  Like last school year, the Reflections program will still happen, but with some 
modifications.  The 2021–2022 theme is “I Will Change the World By…”. 

 

Students participate in the Reflections Program by submitting entries to their local PTA. Nationally, the 
program has six arts areas—dance choreography, film production, literature, musical composition,       
photography, and visual arts—and four grade divisions—primary, intermediate, middle/junior, and senior. 

 

When children express themselves through words, pictures, music, dance, and other art forms, they grow 
intellectually and socially. They learn to analyze their thoughts, feelings, and ideas; learn to look at things, 
people, and experiences in a fresh and exciting way; and become more interested in the ideas and works 
of others. 

 

The PTA Reflections Program is designed to enhance a quality arts education by providing an opportunity 
for students to explore their artistic talents and receive positive recognition for their efforts. 

 

Please note that: 

• All entries submitted must be original works and must relate to the current year’s Reflections Program 
theme. 

• It is also required that all entries have a title and an artist statement. 

• Each entry must be the work of only one student. 

 

As with any student activity, parent involvement and support are very important. But parents must         
remember that student artists need to be responsible for their own work. Children must make their own 
decisions about what to create and what to enter in the Reflections Program. By producing their own     
literature, musical compositions, photographs, films, dance routines, and visual artwork, children learn 
about the arts and, more importantly, they learn about themselves. Students should simply do their best; 
crooked lines, incorrect musical notes, or misspelled words do not disqualify anyone. 

 

PTA's Reflections Program helps parents encourage the creativity and continuous self-discovery process 
of their children. Supporting the Reflections Program is one way you can support the arts in your home, 
school, and community. 

 

Each category (see attached document) lists two email addresses that entries will be submitted to       
electronically.  If your child is doing a Photography, or Visual Arts piece, a picture will need to be taken of 
the piece and then sent electronically to the respective email address.  All projects MUST have an entry 
form submitted as well.  Entries need to be submitted to the child’s teacher.  NO LATER than Friday, 
Nov. 12.  How and when the winners will be announced is still yet to be determined.   

 

If you have any question please do not hesitate to ask!! 

Thank you, 

PTA Reflections Chair   

Rachel Brunton 

Brunton_r@aps.edu    

(505) 710-8900    








