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Introduction

In the heart of Prior Park College is the Chapel, OurLady of the
Snows. Therein hangs the plaque to commemorate those who lost
their liv es during the Second World War.

The designer and carver of the Memorial, Mr Hugh R Burt, spent twenty
years of his early life in South Africa, where he was engaged in wor ks of
national importance, including the Rhodes Memorial and the carving of
the whole of the ornamental decoration in the then new debating
chamber of the Union Parliament in Cape Town. Back in England again
he was entrusted with high class work for many eminent architects,
including Sir Herbert Baker and Sir Edwin Lutyens. One of his most
recent works was the carving of the Angel Cresting for the St James'
Chapel in Exeter Cathedral, and the designing and carving of the
ornamental work on the recently dedicated oak pulpit in the same
Cathedral. (Gossip Bowl Dec 1952)

Thousands of children, parents, teachers, visitors and alumni

have walked past this plague and maybe never looked up, never

seen the faces that belong to these namesmyself included unti |

one day. Standing gazing up at the list of nhames, hearing the
echoes of the Remembrance Day <cry
| felt it was important to make these names real for all the Chapel
visitors.
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All the information has been gathered from old magazines,

obituaries, Commonwealth Graves Commission and searches on
the internet. These boys were like any class of students, some
academic, some sporty, some slipping under the radar
completely.

The reseaarch is not complete and there are three issues missing
of the Second World War period. Still looking for: Dec 1939,Dec
1941 and July 1943

The new archive site: http://priorparkcollege -
heritage.daisy.websds.net/ has helped to see their facesand hear
their stories. As missing magazines appear so does more of the
story.

Quote from SLOAN entry:

Bob Sloan is a name not likely to be soon forgotten at his school,
by the Old Boys or by those who were privi leged to be called his
friends. 0

Hopefully, now all the lost boys will be remembered again and for
the years to come.

Booklet compiled by Carole Laverick on behalf of the Prior Park
Alumni T updated October 2020.

Additional Researchers: Vivian Gallaher (Class of 1968)
Simon Beck (Class of 1969)
Paul Kemp (Class of1977)
David Grant ( Class of 1980)
Michael White
Martin Milling

Peter Wo o d ( St Jos ey
London)
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W 21 Cray 99
LUNDON 06 JUN 1942 | Baines Kilcrumper Cemetery,
William 19 Ireland
Edward 10
MAHONY 29 MAY Clifford Dunkirk Memorial
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A Boys Wartime Experience 200
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Background details of life at Prior in WW?2 209
Chapter 10 from The Phoenix Father Peter Cornwell 216
Poem by Christina Rosetti 229

—

KEY to photos

Denotes died
during the war

‘ Denotes a brother to one

who died in war

The ghostly image on each page is Robert Sloan.
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Willam H AROLD -BARRY

Date of 1870 Place of Ballyvonare, Co Cork
Birth Birth
Class of 1887 Medals
Date of 1895 Place of Jameson Raid, South
Death Death Africa
Age at Death | 26 Memorial

Ref
Regiment Service

Number
Service Prelude to the Boer War
Siblings at Harold Philip | Rev Edward John A Harold -Barry
Prior Harold -Barry | Harold -Barry | (1886)

(1884) (1879)

Married Children
School 1881 Additional David Grant
census researcher

THE COLLEGE XI. 1884.

Standing @ 5. Carcuester, R, Gucusster, J. RevNoLps, H. LouvcrNAN, R. RApcLirre, H. FoLey,
On Tree : 1. LANGLEY, A. ROSTANT, J. B. Cxtanp, J. RADCLIFFE

On Ground : W, Bacgur, H. Harorn Banny.

His brother in 1884 cricket team photo featured in 1930 magazine
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Gossip Bowl 1944: MR. HAROLD P. HAROLD-BARRY'1 Obituary Harold
Philip Harold -Barry, the eldest son of John Harold-Barry, J.P.,D.L., was
born at Ballyvonare , Buttevant, Co. Cork, in 1865. He was one of four
brothers at Prior Park, one of whom is Rev. Edward Harold -Barry C.J.,
Weybridge ; his years were from 1879 to and he was often heard, in later
life, to speak with evidently sincere affection of his schooldays. During
this time he proved a useful medium bowler, though his undoubted
prowess at cricket was overshadowed by that of his brother William
(afterwards killed in the Jameson Rai d), who achieved an innings of 200
not out in a match against the Priests and Divines (1887) !

On leaving school, Harold devoted himself to the management of his
father's estate, to which he succeeded in 1898. He kept up his
sporting activities ; he remained a keen cricketer, rode well to hounds,
and was no mean shot. He married Helen Riddell, of Hermeston Hall,
Worksop, Notts. There were seven children of the marriage : four boys
and three girls. The eldest son was killed in the last war. Haro Id's
youngest daughter is married to Lieut. -Commander W. Esmond, R.N.,
the brother of Eugene Esmond, V.C.

His life may be summed up by saying that he had a real good innings and
always played with a straight bat. He passed away at his old home on
November 17th, 1944, fortified with all the rites of our Holy Mother  the
Church.

Wikipedia Research: The Jameson Raid (29 December 18951 2
January 1896) was a botchedraid against the South African Republic
(commonly known as the Transvaal) carried out by British colonial
statesman Leander Starr Jamesonand his Company troops ("police” in
the employ of Beit and Rhodes' British South Africa Company) and
Bechuanaland policemen over the New Year weelend of 1895 96. Paul
Kruger was president of the republic at the time. The raid was intended to
trigger an uprising by the primarily British expatriate workers (known as
Uitlanders) in the Transvaal but failed to do so. The workers were called
the Johannesburg conspirators. They were expectedo recruit an army
and prepare for an insurrection. The raid was ineffective and no uprising
took place, but it was an inciting factor in the Second Boer Warand the
Second Matabele Watr.

“The Press Association is informed by the British South Africa Co. that
they have been advised by cable from Cap&own that Captain W H Barry,
who was seriously wounded while with Dr Jameson's expedition in the
Krugersdorp fight, died during the night of the 1st of February, and that
his funeral was fixed for yesterday (the 3rd instant).

Captain Barry was an Irishman, and was the son of a gentleman weH
known in the South of Ireland - namely, Mr J Harold Barry, of
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Ballyvonare."
Freeman's Journal, Wednesday 5th February 1896

Harold P Harold -Barry married Helen Riddell and it was his brother,
William that was killed in the raid. In the College Chapel there isa
column that has the Riddell clan motto on the top T could this be in his
memory?




First World War

The College closed between 1904 and 1924 and during the WW1 period

the College was used as a training grond for Somerset Light Infantry.

Between 26t November 1916 and 20" February 1919 the No 18 Officer

Cadet Battalion were based here with over 1,698cadets and officers. (

Please refer to the digital archive for full details of names and regiments

involved). Canadians were stationed herefor several years to enable them

to convalesce in the scenic Bath valll e
tower is a testament to some of their names. Notices in local churches

when the soldiers came and helped at services gave specific soldiers

names.

Wells Journal - Friday 30 Juneggld

CORPUS CHRISTI FESTIVAL AT WELLS. The Roman Catholics of Wells and the district celebrated the
Feast of Corpus Christi in the ¢ity on Sunday and in the afternoon a procession tock place from the
Church in Chamberlain-streel to the field opposite the Carmelite Convent, the imposing ceremony
belng witnessed by a large gathering. The Rev. Fr. Morton, the priest-in-charge of the mission, was
again responsible for the arrangaments, anc this, the third outdocr procession in Wells in
connection with the ceremaony since the Reformaltion, was as imposing and picturesque as on
previous occasions. The railings In the field were decorated in a most tasteful manner with an
abundance of wild flowers gathered by the children and arranged by the Sisters of St. Mary's
Convent. In the centre of this flower screen was erected the Altar of Repose, decorated in a
charming manner by Miss Merchant with some choice flowers, whilst the banks of flowers anc
plants on either side added to the beauty of the setting, these having been sent by Madame Glenton
Myler, Mrs. Robinson (Chamberlain-street), Miss Pickets (Wookey Vicarage}, and Miss Annie
Murphy.

The service commenced in the Church at 3.30 and shortly afterwards the procession slowly wended
its way tewards the field, baing headed the processional cress carried Assistant Scout Master Phipps,
and twao toreh bearers {Dick Weight and Dicle Welsford). Following were a number of girls in white
embroidered dresses with crimson sashes, decorated wilh bouguets of red and white flowers and
white lace vells. The small chiléren added to the picturesque nature of the processicn by carrying
vanners of crimson and white, and the elder girls with sheafs of pink popoies and spiraea, Mother
Marle Joseph, of St. Mary's Convent, being responsible far the dresses and decorations, Next came
the Beok bearer (Fred Brown), two torch bearers (Clement and William Marton)*, and twao thurifers
{Bernard 'Daly and Charles Weight) with their boat bearers {alphonse Francis and Donald Brown).
Aileen .)aly and Sally Trenchard, carrying bas kv_ts ornamented with crimson roses and ivy acted as
partyof ning under the command oﬁmﬁn Em!) who came from IzmnPar!;JBath which is a
dnscharge depot for Canadian troops, The officer and men have ali seen active service with our
forces In the West, where they were disabled, and are now awaiting to returned to Canada. The
Blessed Sacrament was carried the Rev. Fr. Morton, who was assisted at the service by Father
O'Connell, of Bristol.
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10—THE BATH CHRONICLE, SATURDAY, JULY 8, 1916.

. DOMINION DAY IN

Gerald Walker (Class of 1948) writes in 1965 Gossip Bowl: The buildings
and grounds then fell again into a state of dereliction until, in 1915, the
Army took possession at a rent of £200 and quartered a Somerset
Division there. These were followed by convalescent Canadian soldiers,
and later by officer cadets.

While the Somersets were there, an epidemic broke out, which was
attributed to faulty drainage. Under an extensive scheme, in which the
trenches were dug by German prisoners of war, pipes replaced the old
culverts, and the system was linked with that of the city. It cost the trustees
£1,000.

When the war ended Prior Park reverted to the Diocese, and the time was
almost at hand for the return of the Christian Brothers.

During this time it is estimated that over 1,698 soldiers came through
these doors and stayed here in one capacity or another.

Obviously because of the closure in 1904, it has been harder to trace
soldiers that might have been educated here and then perished in the
conflicts. All the records were lost in the fire in 1991.

Sir Arthur Bliss

English composer, was atPrior Park in 1917, a military posting as

instructor following his injury incurred at the Somme in July 1916 while

serving with the Royal Fusiliers. After being passed fit for duty, he was

posted as an instructor to an of-ficer:c
1919)

There are many accounts from his book which are so interesting to read of

his life at Prior Park including a visit from an author, Rudyard Kipling.

Ref: As | remember by Arthur Bliss.

A Our Col onel happened to be acqguaint e
his junior officers invited him to Prior Park one day to see what sort of
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training the New Army was getting; | believe Kipling, at this time, was
busy collecting material for a book on the subject. At the hour of his visit

| was on the miniature rifle range with my cadets, and we were desultorily
engaged in puncturing holes in small targets supposed to represent the
head and shoulders of an enemy at (say) two hunded yards.

| was suddenly summoned by our Colonel to confront a small man
distinguished by thick overhanging eyebrows, keen eyes behind
magni fying glasses and a jutting
your men, Capt ai n BT limagirfeda pgeril pgised e
above a note-book. | remained completely tongue-tied. Our present
occupation in the miniature rifle range seemed far too remote from any
experience to be faced in the front line. No words came from me, and
Kipling walked away, beside the displeased @lonel, despairing, | suspect,
of our military future. o

r’ “ A\

DIGGING FOR VICTORY: in 1914, Prior Park was taken AT EASE: Second Lieutenants Elkington and Maclagan and
over by the 2/4th Somerset Light Infantry who were billeted Major Amory of the 2/4th Battalion of the Somerset Light
there for training before being shipped out to India. Here they  Infantry are seen on the terrace enjoying some autumn

are seen practicing digging trenches on Claverton Down sunshine at Prior Park in the autumn of 1914

o~
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THEATRE, PRIOR PARK, BATH
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1'0. 226.
BATTALIOI OFEDTRS

by Lieut. Col. ¥. H, Wild, DeS0.
Commanding lo. 18 Officer Cadet Battalion.

Prior Parl. Bath. fept. 27th 1917,
PART 1, B T
DUTY, Orderly Officer to-morrow, Lieut. J. ¥, Gwinnell.

Battalion Orderly Sergeent to-morrow, Ilo. 7/6, A/cQus
Hesa@ltine C.R.G.,
1.DENTAL Cadet E. Stringer "¢" Company, will report to the

TREATMENT « Dentel Surgeon at 10-30 a.m. to-morrow, 28th inst,
for Dental Treastment.

2,MEDICAL Ceptain H. F. Memde will appear before & Medical Board
BOARD., et the Bath War Hospital at 11«0 a.m. to-morrow, 28th
instant.,

3.COURSES OF Referring to pera 3, Bettelion Orders No. 225, dated
INSTIH, 26th instent, for Captein Lancaster read Lieut. R.L.
Crockett to attend Rifle Course assembling on “onday,

Oct. 1st 1917, et Hayling Island.

4.UNDER AGE Officers Commanding Companies will render to the
SOLDIERS. Orderly Room by 12 Foon, 30th instent, & return shewing
whether there ere any soldiers serving in their
respective Companies who claim to attain the ege of
19 years of age on a date subsequent to that which
would agree with their age on the attestation or
record of service paper.

€. BADGES FOR  Southern Command Order No. 2127 is published for
B@OLBERS. information: -
"Wiith reference to A.0. 403 of 1915, the bedges for
Bombers will in future be embroidered £11 in scarlet
instead of in scarlet and drab as heretofore.
Stocks of the existing badges will be used up
befors the new badge is issued",

6 STANDARD Southern Command Order lo. 2149 is published for
TESTS IH information:«
BOMBING. "keference to Army Council Instruction Mo. 1230 of

1917, Appendix 1, any Officer holding a certificate
obteined at a Commend or Army Bombing School may now
conduct these tests.

Srd sub-para of para 5 of Appendix 1, Page 47,
"Training and Employment of Bombers" will not apply.”

7 JAPPOINTMEXT, CaPtain T.J.E.Blake 18 appointed Company Commender of
"A" Compeny.
Authy:- ¥er Office letter 42/Young Officers/946
(S.D.3) dated 25th Sept, 1917,

8 .PROMOTION. 2ncé Lieut. (Acting Lieut.) G. Thorneycroft H.C.,
Northumberlend Fusiliers promoted to the temporary
rank of Lieutenant with effect from 24th Avzust 1917.
Authy:~ London Gazette dated 24th Avg. 1917 end
Var Office letter No. 142639/7 (M.S.la) dated 26th
Sept. 1917.

(sd) J. D. Butler, Captain.
Adjt. No. 18 Officer Cadet Batt.
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Campaign Medals for WW1

The 1914 -15 Star
This medal was established in December 1918. It wa
awarded to those who fought in any theatre of World War
| from 5t August 1914 to 3% December, 1915, except thos
who were eligible for the earlier 1914 Star. The 191415
Star was never awarded alone. The recipient would alsg
have been awarded the British War and Victory Medals
The medal was made of bronze and had ther e c i p|
name, rank, service number and unit impressed on the
reverse, which was plain.

The British War Medal
The British War Medal was established in July 1919. It was
the most commonly awarded medal of World War I. It was
the only medal that could be awarded on its own. This
silver medal was awarded to officers and men of thg
British and Imperial Forces who either entered a theatre
[of war (an area of active fighting) or served oversea
(perhaps as a garrison soldier) between % August 1914
and 11" November 1918 inclusive.

The Allied Victory Medal

At the Treaty of Versailles in 1919, it was agreed thatthe
Allies should each issue their own bronze victory meda
with a similar design, equivalent wording and identical
ribbon. The Victory Medal was never awarded alone bu
[usually with the British War Medal. The recipient's service
number, rank, name and unit were impressed on the rim.
The full set of the three
6 Sqgueakdéd and &6 Witloff Waeahd Victoty
medal s were known as OMut:'t

The Memorial Plaque of World War |
The Next of Kin Memorial Plaque was a bronze plaque
approximately 11cms in diameter, with the name of the
[person who died serving with the British and Empire
forces in the First World War. This was issued to the Nex{

of Kin of the casualty along with a scroll. They were posteq
out separately, typically
messaged was enclosed wit
signature of the King.
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Map of Fallen WW1
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Francis Patrick BRANIGAN

Date of Birth

28 June 1887

Place of Birth

Woolwich

Class of 1905 Medals
Campaign Victory Medal British War Memorial Death
Medals Medal Plaque
Date of Death 9 DEC 1920 Place of Timperley,
Death Christchurch,
Cheshire
Age at Death 33 Memorial Ref
Regiment "B" Bty. 170th Service 191778
Bde Number
Service Royal Field Position Signaller
Atrtillery
Siblings at
Prior
Married Ida Branigan Children Norah May and
Denis Patrick
School census | 1901 Additional
researcher

From Forces War Records:

Information:

SON OF PATRICK HENRY AND MARIA BRANIGAN; HUSBAND OF
IDA BRANIGAN, OF 31, GRAFTON ST., OXFORD RD., MANCHESTER.
BORN AT WOOLWICH.

Ancestry research also shows that he had twachildren: Norah May (1915-
1996) married but no children and Denis Patrick (1917-1996) married and
one son who died without issue.
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James Francis BRENNAN

Date of Birth 10 Sept 1884 Place of Birth Templemore,
Ireland
Class of 1902 Medals
Campaign
Medals
Date of Death 6 Sept 1917 Place of Killed in Action.
Death West Flanders,
Belgium
Age at Death 32 Memorial Ref Tyne Cot
Panel 54 to 60
and 163A.
Regiment Kings Regiment | Service 235518
(Liverpool) then | Number
Lancs Fusiliers
Service British Army First and Fifth
Battalion
Siblings at
Prior
Married Nothing on Children
Ancestry
School census | NO Additional
researcher
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From Wikipedia :

James Francis Brennan (10 September 1884i 6 September 1917) was
an lrish professional football inside right who made one appearance in
the Football Leaguefor Bury.

Personal li fe

Brennan attended Prior Park College in Bath. He served in theKing's
Regiment (Liverpool) and the Lancashire Fusiliers during the First World
War and was holding the rank of corporal when he waskilled in action in
West Flanders, Belgium on 6 September 1917. Brennan is commemorated
on the Tyne Cot Memorial to the Missing.

James Francis Brennan | Service Record

Brighton & Hove Albion
Club(s) Bury

Liverpool
Rank Corporal
Previous Service Number(s) 4761
Regiment or Corps Lancashire Fusiliers
Unit(s) 1/5th Battalion
Previous Regiment(s) or Corps [The King's (Liverpool Regiment)
Unit(s) 1/8th (Irish) Battalion
Type of Casualty (If applicable) [Killed in Action
Date of Death (If applicable) 06/09/1917
Place of Death (If applicable) France and Flanders

From Forces War Records:
Incident Detalls:

War Office Daily List No. 5490
Incident Date:
12/02/1918

Casualty Listed As:

Previously reported wounded and missing, now reported killed.
Archive Reference:
NLS 1918 W.List29

6 )273a4/r/r 3 WW

23
AT 28
M }“% r‘[

U 2.2p Mo Bodloidy 9 1|
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Allan BUSH

Date of Birth 1887 Place of Birth Waterloo, Lancs
Class of 1905 Medals MC and DSO
Campaign
Medals
Date of Death Place of
Death
Age at Death Memorial Ref
Regiment Service
Number
Service
Siblings at
Prior
Married Children
School census | 1901 Additional
researcher
Friend of Bertie Minch , who writeseé@é.

Gossip Bowl Dec 1942:"In the Magazine for December, 1929, Col. Minch
refers to many of the masters and boys of his day. In your journal," he
continues, " | see Col. Creagh mentioned.

Yes, | served in the LeicesterRegiment with him in Delhi. . . | also see the
name Canning. | remember a Canning in my time known as
Tom Canning, who could hit a cricket ball. . . Tollemaches, yes, charming
lads, one Rex was a great friend of mine. . . A redhaired lad called Bush.
. .a gQreathearted pugnacious fellow, had an encounter with Br.
Dunne, but they became great friends. . . | believe he won the M.C. and
D.S.0.and was killed in the war [1914 0 18].
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William COFFEY

Date of Birth 1889 Place of Birth Enniskillen
Class of 1907 (school Medals
closed in 1904)
Campaign 19141915 Star | British War British Victory
Medals Medal medal medal
Memorial Death
Plaque
Date of Death 22 MAY 1915 Place of Killed in action.
Death Gallipoli
Age at Death 25 Memorial Ref Twelve Tree
Copse
Cemetery,
Turkey
Regiment Royal Service 8832
Einniskilling Number
Fusiliers
Service British Army 1st Battalion
Siplings at Ancestry When William
Prior research Coffey wasborn in
1890, their father,
James, was 42,
and their mother,
Letitia, was 30. He
had eight brothers
and three sisters.
Married Children
School census | 1901 Additional
researcher

From Gossip Bowl 1930

: The following is a list of the successful

candidates in the Oxford Examinations of July, 1902, a year to be
remembered with regret by many an Old Boy, especially those who left
Prior Park that year. We give the list in full as it may prove of interest to

many.

Oxford Senior: d E. Kaltenback (Kay), J. Carr, T. Canning, P.
Larrony, P. Markey, L. Nash, W. Beamish.
Oxford Junior: d R. Bond, T. Beamish,F. Brady, G. Delaney,

T. Lyndon, W. Nugent, J. O'Brien, M. O'Connell, A. Owen, L. Parnell,
J. Dillon, G. Welstead, H. Birch, L. Birch, W. Ferguson, E. Garrett,
E. Malone, L. Nourry, P. Slattery.
Oxford Preliminary: 6 R. Barton, L. Bond, A. Clanchy, W. Coffey,
F. Collins, W. Cronin, L. Harvey, W. Malone, P. Norton, J. Nourry,
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M. J. Petty, P. Price, P. Robinson, F. Ross, T. Taunton, A. L. Thompson B.
Tierney, C. Tottemache, W. Tollemache, M. Tottemache, C. York,

G. Beamish, F. Branigan, L. Brett, C. Ferguson, A. Mankelow, E.

Markey,

O. O'Gorman, E. Stay, R. Upham.

Rank Sergt.
Regiment Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers
Birth place Ardaragh, Co. Fermanagh

Enlistment place |Belfast

Death place Gallipoli

Theatre of war Balkan Theatre

Information: Parents: James and Letitia Coffey, of Corradarragh,
Florence Court, Enniskillen.

WW1 Actions and Troop Movements (ORBATS) for Royal Inniskilling
Fusiliers, 1st Battalion

If William Coffey stayed with this unit, this ma p shows where he would
have fought

The Battles Of Helles- The Landing At Cape Helles

Alcitepe - 25/04/1915 PREV NEXT

1915

The Battles Of Helles- The Landing At Cape Helles- 25/04/1915

Location: Cape Helles. Turkish/Ottoman victory. Frustrated by the
stalemate on the Western Front, in 1915 the Allies decided to open up a
new front against the Ottoman-Turkish Empire in the Dardanelles.

A new force, the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force under General
Hamilton was formed and in April 1915 this force began to initiate its
plan of attack on the Turks by landing a force on the Gallipoli
Peninsular. The M.E.F. would land in three phases; the Australian and
New Zealand Army (ANZAC) Corps' would land at Z Beach on the west
coast at Gaba Tapa, the French face would land at Kum Kale whilst the
main British landing would be at Cape Helles.
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There would be five landing points at beaches codenamed S, V, W, X an
Y. The 29th Division under Major -General Aylmer Hunter -Weston was
detailed to make the initial landing and secure the beaches.

Composed in the main of experienced battalions brought back from
various points of the Empire, the Division would land in two phases,
86th Brigade, augmented by 2nd South Wales Borderers and 1st King's
Own Scottish Borderers of 87th Brigade and 2nd Hampshire Regiment
of 88th Brigade along with Plymouth Battalion and Anson Battalion of
the Royal Naval Division, would make the initial landing and establish
beach heads, while the main force wauld follow on behind to secure the
high ground of the Achi Baba Ridge and the village of Krithia (Alcitepe)
beyond. The success of the operation and fate of the troops was
decidedly mixed.

Whilst the main beaches, V and W were mined and defended by barbed
wire and machine gun posts, S, X and Y had hardly any defences at all.
With the approaches to the beaches being to shallow for large vessels to
approach, the troops would approach them in small wooden boats towed
behind a steamship.

Once close to the shoe the steamship would pull away and the soldiers
would row the rest of the way. The exception to this was X Beach where
an old Glasgow collier, the SS River Clyde, was adapted as a landing
craft to run in close to the shore and be grounded from where troops
would disembark.

Prior to the landings the landing points were subjected to an immense
artillery barrage from warships stationed offshore, which proved
practically useless as the ships were armed with armour piercing
ammunition for naval operations, ra ther than the high explosive shells
required to clear shore defences. On S Beach, two companies of 2nd
South Wales Borderers landed from HMS Cornwallis at 07.30am under
fire from a small Turkish garrison.

A third company landing around the point, they scaled the cliffs to
capture the garrison from above. The battalion then remained where
they were.

2nd Royal Fusiliers and A Company of 1stLancashire Fusiliers landing
at X Beach found their landing totally unopposed. The twelve Turkish
defenders having been frightened away by the bombardment from HMS
Implacable and HMS Dublin.

By 06.30am they had begun to reach the top of the cliffs and by 07.30an]
the whole of the battalion was there. One company being left to cover the
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beach, a second company secured the high ground to the northeast,
where they were held up by Turkish resistance.

The rest of the battalion moving south-west to secure Hill 114, between
X and W Beaches, assisted by 198order Regiment and 1stRoyal
Inniskilling Fusiliers from the second phase landings, by 11.00am. Y
Beach was also unguarded, 2000 men from 1st King's Own Scottish
Borderers, Anson Battalion and A Company of 2nd South Wales
Borderers landing totally unopposed, the whole force being larger than
the entire Turkish garrison on the peninsular at that time.

Moving up Gully Ravine to the top of the cliffs above there was
dissension among the officers in command as to what they should do
next. Entirely unaware of the disasters unfolding at V and W Beach they
did nothing and waited for something to happen.

What did happen was that Turkish reinforcements counter -attacked at
dusk, resulting in 700 casualties. As the wounded were evacuated to the
British battleships offshore, an unauthorised withdrawal began and the
beach was deserted by midnight on 26th April.

The easternmost of the landing beaches, V Beach, overlooked by Fort
Etrugrul and Sedd el Bahr castle was defended by little more thanA
Company of men armed with rifles and four machine guns. However so
well sited were they that 1stRoyal Dublin Fusiliers in their small boats
came under devastating fire as soon as they approached the shore.

As did 1stRoyal Munster Fusiliers and 2nd Hampshire Regiment as they
attempted to leave the the SS River Clyde. The artlery bombardment
having done little to clear the barbed wire emplacements on the beach,
the survivors of the landings struggled through it to attempt to find
safety in the lee of a low ridge on the far side of the beach where they
were forced to stay.

W Beach was intended to be the main landing point for the M.E.F. and
was assaulted by troops of 1st.ancashire Fusiliers landing from HMS
Euryalus and HMS Im placable. Again the artillery bombardment had
done little to disturb the barbed wire entanglements and to add to the
difficulty of the disembarking troops the beach was also mined and
protected by machine-guns.

Approaching the shore under a fusillade of bullets, the survivors
attempted to hack and negotiate their way through the barbed wire and
mines to reach the Turkish machine-guns. Gradually a foothold was
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gained and as more troops made the shore the Turkish trenches were
overrun.

Moving out from the b eachhead, by early afternoon they had joinedup
with 2nd Royal Fusiliers at Hill 114 and with assistance from 4th
Worcestershire Regiment had captured Hill 138. Six men of 1st
Lancashire Fusiliers, Captain Bromley, Captain Willis, Sergeant Stubbs,
Sergeant Richards, Lance Corporal Grimshaw and Private Kenealy were
all awarded the Victoria Cross for their actions during the W B each
landing.
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May 2019 Paul Kemp (PPA 1976) visited the grave of William Coffey and
saw where the counter attack took place.

fCoffey was killed leading a counter attack here. Captain Ibrahim
Heyratin of the Turkish 27th Regiment wrote that the Inniskillings
‘exploded’ out of their trench and drove the Turks back. That night
Coffey's friends recovered his body and buried it in a temporary grave.
This was VC stuff but no officer witnessed it so Coffey went
unrewarded. 0
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Ralph Goulstone GALE

Date of Birth 1883 Place of Birth Jersey
Class of 1901 Medals
Campaign
medals
Date of Death 26 March 1918 | Place of Killed in action.
Death Arras, France
Age at Death 35 Memorial Ref FOSSE NO.10
COMMUNAL
CEMETERY
EXTENSION,
SAINS-EN-
GOHELLE 1.
B. 13.
Regiment Royal Engineers | Service
Number
Service B Special Coy
Siblings at
Prior
Married Christine Ann Children Joan Ursula and
Gale Pamela Mary
School census | 1901 Additional Mike Bell,
researcher grandson
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Son of the late John and BerthaS. Gale, of Southbourne, Bournemouth;
husband of Christine A. Gale, of The Little Cottage, La Rocque, Jersey.

The death of my grandfather in the First World War
Mike Bell, Leckhampton

My grandfather Ralph Gale was one of almost one million British
soldiers who died in the First World War. It is almost impossible for us,
with our present day concerns and media hysteria over one or two men
missing at sea or in distant lands, to realise t he impact of the huge
number of men killed in the Great War. | think when | watch the jostling
crowds of runners at the start of the London marathon, that they are the
same as the number of British and French men killed in a single day in
the battle of the Somme during that terrible war. Each of those men left
behind a traumatised family.

My grandfather was a pharmacist. Pharmacy runs in our family. Nine
of my immediate ancestors were chemists and druggists, dating back to
Jean Piquet who was born in J ersey in 1825. Three of my grandparents,
both of my parents, and my son Jason, who works at Gloucester Royal
Hospital, have all qualified as pharmacists. When he died Ralph left
behind a shattered family, including my granny and my mother, who
never overcame their loss. And they were only one of so many British
families whose lives were cruelly damaged by the war.

Ralph was a daring biker before the war

[ L :
TR
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Ralph as an army sergeant pharmacist

My mother as a proud little girl a few years before her father was
killed .

Ralph qualified and registered as a chemist and druggist in 1905. He
married my granny Christine Piquet from Jersey, and had a daughter,

my mother Joan, who was born in 1910. Ralph signed up as a sergeant
pharmacist in the Royal Army Medical Corps where he was enrolled in
the 3/3 London Field Ambulance Unit. He was based at Tadworth Camp
army hospital in Surrey. However, he felt that he was not doing en ough
for his country, and after 30 months at the camp he bravely volunteered
for a more active role in the fighting. With his experience in the use of
chemicals he was assigned as a Second Lieutenant to B Special Company
of the Royal Engineers who specialized in gas warfare. He died in
action, aged 35, on 26" March 1918, very near the end of the war. Like
so many of his companions he received no medals or formal recognition
and | have been unable to find any details of his final days or how he
died.

A massive German offensive code namedMichael and led by Ludendorff,
started on the 21st of March 1918. 12 British divisions of British troops
faced 42 divisions of Germans. The heavily outnumbered British forces
were driven back 40 miles and 21,000 Brit ish troops were captured in
the first day of fighting. We can only imagine the terrible battles of the
rearguard action as my grandfather and his mates fought desperately to
keep the Germans at bay. The commander of the British forces, General
Gough, was made a scapegoat for the dreadful defeat and dismissed by
the Prime Minister Lloyd George. But the German army had
overstretched itself and reached the end of its tether. Soon after this last
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effort the cease fire came into effect at 11 am on the 1% of November. It
was confirmed the following year at the Treaty of Versailles.

Ralph is buried beneath a white marble tombstone in a small cemetery
20 km north of Arras in northern France.  Soldiers were buried near
whey fell and their bodies were not br ought back to Britain. Families
and friends were not able to attend the funerals. Like so many of his
comrades he left his family to struggle on into the future. He received
little or no recognition from the army, the state or the war -weary
nation. There were just too many casualties for ordinary men to receive

any attenton. There was no AHelp for HeroesoO

injured men or the bereaved families.
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Thomas James GOLDING

Date of Birth 9 DEC 1879 Place of Birth Cork, Ireland
Class of 1897 Medals

Campaign 19141915 Star | The British War | The Allied
Medals Medal Victory medal

The Memorial
Death Plaque

Date of Death 27 SEPT 1917 | Place of Killed in action.
Death Passchendale
Age at Death 37 Memorial Ref Belgium Battery
Corner
Cemetery 11.E.1
Regiment RAMC Service
Number
Service Army Captain
Siblings at
Prior
Married Children
School census Additional Michael White
researcher
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Thomas Golding enlisted in the Royal Army Medical Corps at the
outbreak of World War | in August 1914. He first saw active service in the
war in late September 1915 at Gallipoli in Turkey. He was attached to the
Australian Expeditionary Forces attempting to land there.

But just wunder five months earlier, t
in Cork. On 7t May 1915, the Cunard liner, RMS Lusitania, was on the last

day of her voyage from New York to Liverpool. Shortly after 2pm, when

about 11 miles off the coast of County Cork- near the Old Head of Kinsale

- the liner was struck by a torpedo fired by German submarine U-20. A

second explosion soon followed. The great liner, which had set new records

in 1907 for the fastest crossings of the Atlantic, both eastwards and
westwards, sank within 20 minutes. From a total of 1,962 passengers and

crew, only 761 survived. Some injured survivors of the sinking were brought

to Goldingds Nursing Home to complete
been released from hospital

1915- Admission & Discharge Bopik dzS Sy | £ SEI y RNJ OMillbaaki lfoddénl NB | 2 & L
4 >

The top sections of two pages from the Admission and Discharge Book of
Queen Al exandrads Military Hospital,
treated for dysentry in the hospital in December 1915. He was in hospital

fgy 18 days, being admited on the 4th and discharged on the 2% of the

,zzjnth. It appears that he was sent to another hospital, the Royal Free,
following his discharge from Queen Al ¢

The second page apparently shows that his pay was stopped for the
duratonoft he peri od that he spent 1 n Queel
the pay of the other patients. There seemed to be little sympathy for those

who fell ill, even if the illness was contracted while on active duty.

He most likely contracted dysentry at Gallipoli. He was attached to the
Australian Expeditionary Force that was attempting to land there. There
was a major outbreak of dysentry among the Allied soldiers in Gallipoli in
late 1915, before they were evacuated, when the invasion was abandoned.
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The death notice in the Cork Examiner newspaper states that Thomas

Golding was killed on the 25 September, 1917. All other Irish references

to his death at the time also state that it occurred on 25" September. All

British references, with one exception, state that he was killed on 26"
September. The one exception is De Ru\y
27t September as his date of death.

Regardless of which is correct, Thomas Golding was almost certainly killed
during the Battle of Passchendale, alsoknown as the Third Battle of Ypres.

The overall Passchendale campaign lasted from July to November 1917.
During September/October, the British Army adopted a strategy of
carrying out a series of short assaults to gain ground. One of these is known
as the battle of Menin Road Ridge. It lasted from 20t to 25" September.
The next assault is known as the battle of Polygon Wood. This lasted from
26t September to 39 October.

Thomas Golding possibly met his death during one of these two assaults.
We know that he was attached to the South Staffordshire Regiment at the
time. While this is a help to narrow down the date, it is not enough on its
own to tell us the exactly when he was killed, as a number of batallions from
the South Staffordshire Regiment fought at both the battle of Menin Road
Ridge and the battle of Polygon Wood.

GOLDING' THOMAS JAMES ORDER PHOTO < BACKTO LIST

Cemetery: Belgian Battery Corner Cemetery
Country: Belgium

Area: leper West-Vlaanderen

Rank: Captain

Force: Army

official Number:

Unit: Royal Army Medical Corps.

Nationality: British

Details: Killed in action 26th September 1917. Age 30. Son of Dr. James Golding M.D. and
Kate E. Golding of 18 Patrick's Place Cork. Il E. 1.

Photograph by Rudy van Kerckhoven
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1917 - Cork Examiner Newspaper, Thursday 4% October

DEATH OF CORK OFFICERS

CAPT, GOLDING, R.AMC

The announcemens of the dJdeath of Caplain
Thomus J.. Gelding, R.AM.C., will bo reccived
with fecldngs of deep regret not alone in his
native city of Cork, but in many parts of the
conntry, where he was widely and popularly
kuown., Son of the well-known Cork physician,
the late De. Colding, he qualified from the Cork
Queen's College, where he was held in the high.
et cstcemn by the Profetsors, locturers and stu-
dents, and subsequently practised in the city.
He alicrwards joined the Royal Army Medicsl
Corps, aud his efficiency quickly gained for him
his captaincy. Somo time ago ho procecded to
France, where ho stw a good deal of service, but
unfortvnately he Jost lus life in action on the
25th of last ronth. Dr. Colding was a practi-
tioner of great.ability, whore Xkindly disposition
as well as his many excellent qualities endesred
him to tho members of his profession as well as
citizdhis of all ereeds and classes. Ha possessod
a host of acqunintances, and it can be truly said
uf him that he never made an enemy. Hig
death will be deplored, und to hiz bereuved
mother, Masx. Golding, 18 Patrick's Place, Cork,
as well as the membefs.ol the femily, will go
forih sincere and heartfelt regret and sympathy
in their great afliction.

The Roll of

wrote: ™ He was always a msn I could rely upoa in astion, d. his work
thoroughly and with coergy, quits regardless of say personad risk.” na,
GLEESON, WILLIAM, 3;3‘ No. 391, st Batts, (65th Foot) The {
York and Lancsstor Regt, .t.clh-molwwn.b{hhh wife, Mary; b. |

o, York; cduc. there; was smployed at Barrow 3 {
«enlisted in . 1914, after tho outbreak of war ; umawuumww |
Forea in Franos aad Flandars from 28 Deo. 1015, and waa killod in action 1 July,
1918, Quartermaster-Sergt, E. Colllad wrote ! “ He was a splendid soldier,
Teariess, and one always to be relled upon to do his duty.  His platoon thouzhs
e world of lim snd your less bs ours.”  He m. st 8l Catllic ch, Barmley
Harrictt Ann (No. 4, Court 1, Copper Street, Sheflicld Rosd, Barnsley), dsa. of
Phillip Collins, and had two children.
GOFF, HENRY ALBERT, Private, No. 45890, Machine Gun Corps, eddest .
of Heary Albert Goft, Carter, by his wife, 3 0. Goaport, ¢o. Hasts, 290 May
1595 ; odug. thoro; wia a Pearl Iniarance ; onlistsd i 1016 served
with the manr{retue in France and Flaaders from the following Aug.,
and died 24 Apeil, 1917, trom wounds recelved in action. He w, at Gospocs,

Esther (2, John Street, Gos ), dan. of Alfred Thomas Byats, of Gosport,

and a son, Heary Albert, b. 17 Oct. 18168,

REGINALD JAMES, Sergt., No. 3182, 4th (Territorial) Batta,

of Wales's (Royal Berkshire Rogt.), & of the lab: Jamss

Golder, by his wife, Ada (21, King Stroet, Reading) ; . Ry ling,

oo. Berks, 18 July, 1885 ; eduec. Kondrich 8czkool there; was s Bookweller ;
oined the Regt, 10 Oct. 1914 ; served with the

Foreo

n France and Flasders from May, snd died & prisonsr of war s€ Sedan 14 July,

1918, frowm wounds received lo sction st Neuve Chapells the orevious day ; wam,
GOLDING, T. J,, Capt,, RAMCO, only ¢. of the Iate J. P. Golding, M.D., by
Nis wite, Kate E, (18, Patriek’s Plaos, Cork),

Cork 9 Dec. 1870; Prior
— m'-"" m“ ocu"f('l Vel
e e ;W
subsequeatly in Ioo at Cork ; volunteered
for active se on the |

outbreak of war
4 Aug. 1014, nod was gacetted Lieus, R.AMC. @
took the Dardansilos in |

in
1018, m‘ sttached to the Awﬂhnmi‘lwpl H
was subsequently omployed on Homa servioe
in Ivland ; srevad with the Ex; lonary
Force In France and Fandees from Aug.
hire Teagt, 24 Soph. following, sad wes Killsd
shire y X Wi

Ypeta on the 35

A

in astion at th of the same
month. Buried there ;

GOLDSACK, JOHN GEORGE WILLIAM,
Private, No. 6658, 17th (Servien) Batta. The ]
Royal Fusibers (City Loadon t.), *.

of Johm Goorge deack, of 20, osak o

e eav e memmn . — Rosd, EUham, co_Kent, by his wife, Jaoe |

De Ruvi gnhpf(HdenodR d914 1 1919, Vol.
Thomas Gol dingds death was undoubtedl
sisters. His passing meant that all the male members of the family had died

at young ages, his only brother at two and a half, his father at 55 and now
Thomas himself at 37.
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Similar to what happened in 1885, when his aunt and brother died within

a short period of ti me, Thomasds deat
Just over a month afterwards, a first cousin of Thomas and his sisters,

Captain James Golding Harding, a nephew of KateGolding, was also killed

in the war. He was about 21.

Page |34



Benjamin Hilton LEIGH

Date of Birth 1868 Place of Birth Piura, Peru
Class of 1886 Medals
Campaign British War Victory medal
Medals Medal
Date of Death 9 OCT 1918 Place of Died of Tropical
Death Disease.Epsom
Age at Death 51 Memorial Ref Epsom War
Cemetery K99
Regiment RAMC Service
Number
Service Army Siblings Frederick
Augustus, PPA
1891
Siblings at George Edward, | John, Class of | William, Class
Prior Class of 1889 1887 of 1887
Married Florence Holt Children Carmen Cortez
Dyson Leigh
School census | 1881 Researcher Vivian Gallaher
Benjamin Hilton Leigh Cortez was born

father was Irish born, Henry Hilton LEIGH. From the 1881 census we can
see that 4 of the Leigh children were part of the register at Prior Park
College, Bath. Benjamin aged 12, Georg aged 9, Johnaged 11land William
aged 11.There is uncertainty as to who the mother is. This is where the
Cortez connection comes in. Henry was firstly married to Carmen Cortes
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del Castillo. No record of children from this relationship. When she ded

he married his sister-in-law, Mercedes Jesus Cortes del Castillo, who is
believed to be the mother of the boys.

By 1891, Benjamin was a23 year old medical student at the School of

Medi cine at Owends Coll ege. |l n 1B 96 he
with triple qualifications.

Benjamin was 31 when he married22 year old Florrie Dyson, the daughter

of George Varley Dyson on 14 march 1900 in St Stephens Church, Chorlton

upon Medlock, Lancs.

In 1901, Benjamin and Florrie were living in Southend, wo rking on his own

account. Two years later, their daughter, Carmen Cortez Leigh was borni

now was she named after Benjaminds mot
On 1 April 1915, Benjamin then aged 47 joined the RAMC as a Lieutenant.

He went overseas in August 1915 and firsserved in Malta. In July 1917 he

then went overseas to Salonika and he was there awarded the British War

Medal and the Victory Medal.

In April 1918 he was invalided back to the UK and admitted to Manor War

Hospital in Epsom, where he died on 9 October of a tropical disease. He

was buried on 12 October in the Epsom War Cemetery in plot K99.

Benjamin married Fl orence OFl orried Hc
They had one daughter: Carmen Cortez LEIGH born on 29/8/1903

Carmen married Walter Stanley Frederick BANTIN on 1955 in Canada.

Car men met her husband o0Wal é when he
recovering from wounds received during the Second World War as she was

a nursing assistant at the time.

Carmen died on 10 Dec 1985 and is buried in Canada.They had no

children.

Walter went back to the UK and died in 2001.

The Cortez family are direct descendants of Hernandez Cortez (14851547)

who was a soldier and explorer. The Cortez family also held large estates
in Peru for growing cotton but also owned extensive silver mines.
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Archibald Henry MANKELOW MC
Date of Birth 1887 Place of Birth Cherat, India
Class of 1905 ( College | Medal MC
closed in 1904)
Campaign 19141915 Star | Victory Medal British War
medals Medal
Memorial Death
Plague
Date of Death |14 MAY 1915 Place of Killed in Action.
Death France
Age at Death 27 Memorial Ref ST. VAAST
POST
MILITARY
CEMETERY,
RICHEBOURG-
L'AVOUEI. B. 5.
Regiment 39 Garhwal Service
Rifles Number
Service Army Lieutenant
Siblings at None
Prior
Married Children
School census | 1901 Researcher Vivian Gallaher
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LIEUT.

ARCHIBALD H. MANKELOW.,

The brave death of this young officer
seems the more trngic as it followed so shortly
after be had distinguisbed himself st Neuve
Chapelle, where he won the Military Cross for
his Inavery on March 12th, Though his stay
a5 & boy at this College was brief, his name will
be beld m lugh honour wmong those Edmund-
tns who have fallen in this war.

Archibald Henry Maakelow was the only
son of Captain and Mrs, Mankelow of Ashley
New Milton, Humpsbire, and was born in
the year 15887, He was educated at Prior
Park College, and when that was closed in
the spring of 1904 be came to St. Edmund’s
1o complete his last school year before pro-
ceeding 10 Wimbledon for his immediate
prepuration for Sundburst. He entered the
atniy in 1906, obtaming his first commission
in the Royal Berkshire Regiment. Afterwards
he joined the 3th Gurhwal Rifles, 1st Batt,

The official aonouncement that the
Miljtary Cross hayd been conferred upon him
stated that it was given *for conspicuous
gallantry at Neuve Chapelle™ adding that
*he showed great determination and ability
throughoul the opsiations, handling bis ma-
chine guns against enemy on March 12th, with
great effect,” Very shortly after this announce.
ment was made, news was received that be
hid fullen in nction on May 14th. His parents,
to whom the sympathy of all will be offered,
bave recoived many lotters from the front in
which his comrades have paid high tribute 10
his worth, and in one occurred a phrase which
may well sum up his briel career, ** he was a
very brave soldier who helped to make the
name of bis regiment,”

The following reference to him written by
his old school-fellow, Lieut. A. V., Gompertz,
of the Royul Engineers, well expresses the
general opinion,

“1 last met him in 1912, We went back
to lodia in the ** Arabia " together and spent
most of the days together talking or playing
deck cricket. He will be a loss to everybody
as be was just one of those solid chaps that
always does the right thing and never gets
flurried or loses his head. His regiment
thought a lot of him."

Nationality:
British
Information:

Parents: Henry James and ElizabethMankelow, of The Oaks, Ashley, New

Milton, Hants.
Rank:

Lieutenant
Gallantry Awards:
Military Cross

Instituted on 28th December 1914 the Military Cross (M.C.) is the third

Ouv June 20d Community Mass was
celebrated in the College Chapel for his soul,
and at the Requiem for Edmundians fallen
in the war special allusion was made in the
sermon to bis bravery at Neuve Chapelle,

R. L. P
E. B.

level military decoration awarded to Officers.

This decoration was awarded to Archibald Henry Mankelow for an act or
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acts of exemplary gallantry during active operations against the enemy.

The Military Cross (M.C.) is awarded for gallantry during active
operations against the enemy.

Archibald Hen ry Mankelow,as an owner of the Military Cross, is entitled
to use the letters M.C. after his name.

Citations for the M.C. were published in the London Gazette during the
Great War. Howeveri f t he M. C. was a Kingos
details were not published and in most cases will not be available.
Regiment:

39th garhwal rifles

Commemorated:

Indian

Gazette on 5 June 1915.

Here are a few links to photographs of Lieutenant A.  Mankelow

which also include biographical details plus other mentioned material:
SBYRW: 10992: 2d Battalion, Royal Berkshire Regt. (and Wilts.). A black
and Whlte photo of the Offlcers at Meerut, India in 1911 (with names).

SBYRW: 33329: 2N\P Batt. Royal Berkshire Regt. A black and white
photograph of the Battalion football team in 1909. This team were the
winners of the Punjab Bengal Army Football Association Challenge Cup.
Lieutenant A. Mankelow is fifth from Left, second row, wearing a tweed
suit and cap, and leaning on a walking stick.

SBYRW: 45597: a sebia photograph from November 1910 in Meerut,
India. The following year he transferred to the 39th Garhwal Rifles. He
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was awarded the Military Cross and was killed in action in 1915 ®rving
with this regiment (Times obituary appeared on Wednesday, 26t1,1915).
— \*

|

There are other similar photographs in this same internet reference section.

National Archive

Reference :WO 95/3945/3

Catalogue description: 39 Garhwal Rifles
Date: August 1914November 1915.

Meerut Division

Garhwal Brigade

1/39t and 2nd/39 th Garhwal Rifles, amalgamated in March 1915 and
thereafter known as Garhwals.

Lieutenant A. Mankelow 1/39 Garhwals

Notes by Commander of the Garhwal Brigade
9th March, 1915.
Archive Text Image: Page 233.

Battle of Neuve Chapelle: Archive Text Image: Page 240.

Share of the ¥t Battalion 39 Garhwal, according to Operation Orders
No.25 issued by the G.O.C. Garhwal Brigade.

The battalion was in position by 04.30 a.m. on the 10" March, 1915.
Machine Guns: Two machine guns underLieutenant Mankelow were
detailed to remain under orders in Port Arthur to be sent up after the
assault as occasions required.

Assault: Archive Text Image: Page 241

No.2 Company under Captains Clarke and Owen immediately bore too
much to the right and thus caused Capt
bear too much to the right, the consequence being that a large portion of
the German Front Line trench i.e. from the Rue du Bois for nearly 200
yards south of the road was not attacked, the Germans still holding it in
force.
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| should mention here that during the artillery bombardment the German

trench had hardly been touched by our shells all along the front that was

meant to be attacked by the battalion. The barbed wire was practically still

intact.

The two leading companies managed immediately, after some fighting

and clearing obstacles in the face of very heavy fire, to capture a portion of

the trench some 200 yards in extentimmedi at el y to the ri gh
Company.

Seeing that the battalion attack had swerved too much to the right, and,

not knowing what extent of the trench was still held by Germans, |

ordered Captain Murray to support with his two platoons immediately in

rear of No. 2 Company, which had suffered heavy losses.

Captain Sparrow with only two platoons had followed immediately behind

No.4 Company leaving two platoons in the right salient. | do not know

why he did this unless it wasg tohfafto he
place in the trench could not hold more than two platoons, he had better

get ahead with the two platoons ready and in a good position for

advancing.

Archive Text Image: Page 242

Anyhow, he had apparently given orders to two platoons to remain in
support.

Seeing that the large portion of the trench still in the hands of the
Germans could not be assaulted by the few men | had left, especially as it
would have to be carried out across 100 yards of open ground swept by
rifle fire from the uncaptur ed portion of the German trench, and enfiladed
by machine guns in the enemyods trenche
ESTAIRES-LA BASSE road, | sent the Adjutant to the salient of Port
Arthur, on the right side, to give orders that no man was to attempt to
advance until | received reinforcements sufficient to assault the German
trench.

| was not able to find out for some time as to what had happened to all the
British Officers of the attacking companies, but after some delay |
ascertained that they had all beenkilled, and that the survivors of the
attacking companies were holding the captured trench under the
command of Garhwali Officers.

| was unable to get to these men, or, to give them any assistance. They
were, however, in a fairly good position, and they held their ground all day
despite of a few German attempts to dislodge them by means of bombs,
etc.

| telephoned to Brigade HQ at about 8.45 a.m. and explained the situation
and requested reinforcements, at once. | asked for two companies.

Archive Text Image: Page 243
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About 10 a.m. | received a lacerated wound on my left thigh, field-dressed
it and managed to carry on. Soon after this | received two companies of
the 34 London Regt. T.F. (Territorial Force/Army) as reinforcements, and
was informed that the Seaforth Highlanders and 2nd Gurkhas were going
to assault the uncaptured portion of the trench from the direction of the
inner flank. | was given to understand that as soon as | saw this attack
developing, | was to send forward my two companies ofthe 3@ Londoners
together with the remainder of my own men.

There had been a good deal of shell fire directed on to Port Arthur and in
consequence there had been several casualties. Captain Taylor I.M.S., the
Medical Officer of the Battalion came up to Port Arthur where he did
excellent and unceasing work in attending to the wounded all that day and
most of the night, although under shell fire most of the time.

The attack of my two leading companies together with the supporting
platoons under Captains Sparrow and Murray, | consider, was carried out
with the greatest dash and bravery. The officers and men being fired upon
from both sides as well as their front. Also, as | have mentioned before,
barbed wire entanglements were almost still intact along the whole front
of the German trench.

Archive Text Image: Page 244

The attack of the Seaforth Highlanders did not develop until about 5pm,
at which time a bombing party commenced advancing down the trench
from the right flank of the German trench capture d by the 2nd |eicesters
towards the left flank of the portion held by my battalion.

As soon as | saw the leading platoons of the of the Seaforth Highlanders
advance from the groups of buildings on the inner flank, | ordered the
advance of the two companies of the 39 Londoners, and also the
remainder of my own men. All these carried out the assault with the
greatest courage, although losing heavily all the time. On the attack
reaching the German trenches the remainder of the enemy, some 3
officers and 80 men, surrendered and were taken prisoner, and sent to
the rear.

| sent the machine gun officer, the Adjutant and Lieutenant Mankelow
forward to the captured trench, where the companies were collected and
work was continued in recovering the trench, etc.

| was unable to go any further on account of the wound in my leg. Major
MacTier of the 2nd 39th Garhwals was sent to relieve me in command of
the battalion at about 10pm, after he had arrived to confer with the
Brigadier in the salient of Port Arthur. | left at about midnight 10t-11" of
March on a stretcher accompanied by the medical officer. The remainder
of the account of the battalionds shar
12 March is supplied by the Adjutant of the battalion.

The remainder of the night was spent in cleaning up the captured trench,
and, in reversing the parapet. The night was a quiet one, there being no
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shelling or firing at our position of the trench. The whole of the 11t March
passed off quietly except for a little shelling up to nearly midnight when
fairly heavy shell fire was directed on Port Arthur and in the vicinity of

our trenches. This shelling was kept up until dawn.

At dawn, heavy firing broke out on our left and almost immediately was
evident to our front too. It was a hazy morning and difficult to see any
distance. A pistol was fired which revealed German attacking columns
charging our position in three lines. Rapid fire with rifles and machine
gunsopenedupi mmedi ately and the enemyods at:
position. The firing was soon controlled and stopped when it was
ascertained that the attack on our front had failed but the enemy had
succeeded in getting around our right flank, where they were mostly
accounted for by the machine guns of the Black Watch.

Archive Text Image: Page 246.

During the night of the 11t and 12" working parties had been employed in
digging a trench (which was no more than three feet deep) along to the
main road. Up this shallow trench the enemy managed to creep, as the
working parties through an error, on being given the order to stand to
arms before dawn, had instead evacuated this short piece of trench. The
right flank of our line was thus exposed although defended by apicket
with trench mortars at that point. The enemy commenced a
bombardment on this flank to try and ¢
gallantry, in spite of severe losses, managed to repulse all attacks.

The machine gun placed at this point i.e. onour flank was splendidly
served, and, was the chief means of stopping all attempts on the part of
the enemy to rush the position. | would here add that the work of the
machine guns, in spite of very severe losses, were admirably handled by
Lieutenant Mank elow and his men, who served the guns splendidly,
man after man being shot, while necessarily exposing themselves to work
the guns.

The Gahrwals were gallant and steadfast throughout the battle, never
giving a yard of ground in spite of very heavy casualies and the constant
danger of being surrounded and rushed on the right flank. Lieutenant
Mankelow and his machine guns contributed the mostly in repelling the
German attack in the morning, and, the machine gun on the extreme right
of our lines was also ®rved magnificently and was the means of also
driving back all attempts by the enemy to push back our right flank.

This battle saw 98 killed, 190 wounded and 22 missing.

Archive Text Image :Page 79
14-5-1915
Death of Lieutenant A. Mankelow
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Weather fine and rainy. Contemplated attack on enemy position
postponed for 24 hours but orders received that it would take place at

11.30 p.m., the night of 15"

The artillery bombardment which had been normal but continuous was to
cease at 11.25 p.m. At 2 p.m. orders were received for battalion to move
down into trenches between Windy Corner and Lansdowne Post for a
dayods rest. Arrived cddithigpeintaamth® p . m.

enemy firing line was about 1,400 yards.

Lieutenant Archibald Mankelow was killed this day by a shell which

exploded near bomb guns.

Vivian Gallaher ( Class of 1968) brought to light Lieutenant Mankelow as
a Prior Park alumnus and was so affected by his story that he wrote the

@Iowing poem of his demise.

/
A Macinegumsrc Lo

0

Tl»v«\s oC}Jj/ fls T\CJL\{'/ L\L M. Sed.
Te shellung stopped, aund, \ .
D bant cnes ¢ Ajmx\‘l\::tk (angeance o,
Roacked -€ass G!chu‘ Saea¥s. =

. 2 ‘ Liss-emt g e |
e chwmuj Lt?‘\{, \CLWLS fj ‘9)
“{\"‘YLM\ ’T\\L Gu’\/\ ) [/\-*AA,W‘{"

are, b Wanes dc j\‘ﬂ‘ﬁ

"AC«G\V\;A/ ) i 3
No 4wz Fo Ak s Row
Ouly To deey -
‘ tied: Tannd.

e il hood bad
Pd‘)m{j 5 \i \»\Lw\), 6%0W7k '

Aj WC(NM/ 1\«.6\,{: albev
ﬂua‘ wemnes? ok A asaghker and, ﬂ
Q’C\/\/\ s Hrends o SCL\CTQI\QQ\KL&PO{,
b(fd\/v s \/\.@_,M)er A5 WA -

“Gw\c—\u | e ader, Ged our I/QJX\JV '

Vivian Galkher™

Page |44

the TV , = 4
h&@u;ijQ Saw s fmﬁmis Kot W rhmja

T h e



Spanish Civil War

This ran between 17 July 1936 and 1 April 1939.
Two past pupils that we know of were lost in this conflict:
JOSE FROIS(pictured below) AND

FELIPE BERGE

The war has often been portrayed as a struggle betweerlemocracy and
fascism, particularly due to the political climate and timing
surrounding it. In early 1939, the Nationalists achieved victory, and
ruled Spain until Franco's death in November 1975.

Investigating further.
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Note of explanation from
the Phoenix book:

In 1939 there came the sad report that two old boys, Jose Frois and Felipe
Berge, had been killed in action fighting under Franco in the Spanish Civil
War.

All this reflects the rather uncritical Catholic dalliance with right -wing
extremism of that period. This clearly sprang from the perception that

the real threat was the Red menace of the Soviet Union. All enemies of
the USSR, it seemed, must be friends of the Church. Moreover were not
these dictators providing just what an authoritarian church insisted that
people neededi order and firm discipline? Had not Pius XI favoured
what he called 6Catholic totalitariani
under Mussolini than any government of the left? Catholics bred for heel-
clicking obedience to absolute diurch authority failed to detect some of
the maggots in these apples, for instance that Mussolini, while discovering
the uses of being a Catholic, saw none in being a Christian. The startling
distinction in his mind is instructive. Christianity, he rightl y perceived,
inescapably had its roots in Judaism and that he could not be having.
Hitler, with his naked neo -paganism, was always more difficult for
Catholics to take, while Franco, like Mussolini, was easier. Faced with the
appalling slaughter of priests and nuns by the left in Spain, it was at least

tempting to turn a blind eye to Francc
executions and throw in onebds | ot wi t
totalitariani s mo.
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Second World War

Despite extensive damage during the bombing raids to Bath, Prior Park
College pupils remained unharmed. The attacks had all taken place during
the Easter holidays and only one of the Christian brothers sustained an
injury to his ankle on the rubble.

Quot e from Wikipedia:

Bath was largely untouched during the Blitz, the German night bombing
offensive against Britain's cities, though nearby Bristol was bombed
severely throughout that period. Bath was subject to numerous air raid
warnings as raiders flew overhead on their way to Bristol, but no bombs
were dropped on Bath at this point.

This changed in April 1942 with the start of the Baedeker Blitz, mounted in
response to a stepchange in the effectiveness of the RAFs bombing
offensive in March 1942, that resulted in the destruction of the city of
Libeck.

The Blitz

Over the weekend of 25 27 April 1942, Bath suffered three raids, from 80
Luftwaffe aircraft which took off from Nazi occupied northern France.

As the city sirens wailed, few citizens took cover, even when the first
pathfinder flares fell, the people of Bath still believed the attack was
destined for nearby Bristol. During the previous four months Bristol had
been hit almost every night, so the people of Bath did not expect the bombs
to fall on them.

The first raid struck just before 11 pm on the Saturday night and lasted until
1am. The German aircraft then returned to France, refuelled, rearmed and
returned at 4.35 am. Bath was still on fire from the first raid, making it
easier for the German bombers to pick out their targets. The third raid,
which only lasted two hours but caused extensive damage, commenced in
the early hours of Monday morning. The bombers flew low to drop their
high explosives and incendiaries and then returned to rake the streets with
machine-gun fire.
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Effects

417 people were killed, another 1,000 injured. Over 19,000 buildings were
affected, of which 1,100were seriously damaged or destroyed, including
218 of architectural or historic interest. Houses in the Royal Crescent
Circus and Paragon were destroyed and the Assembly Roomswere burnt
out. A 500 kilograms (1,100 Ib) high explosive bomb landed on the south
side of Queen Square resulting in houses on the south side being damaged.
The Francis Hotel lost 24 metres (79 ft) of its hotel frontage, and most of
the buildings on Queen Square suffered some level ofshrapnel damage.
Casualties on the Square were low considering the devastation, with the
majority of hotel guests and staff having taken shelter in the hotel's
basement. The majority of Bath's churches were greatly damaged including
St Andrew's Churchwhich had to be demolished and the site is now a park.

The buildings have subsequently been restored, altrough there are still
some signs of the bombing.

The huge bomb crater that took out the oak tree in the valley just below the
steps, remains to this day, a different colour of grass throughout the year.
The second bomb took out Iadhthe Ghapelnt 0
windows and some of the interior. | t d i d n om thedollowipg dayh e
getting on their bikes and cycling up to the College to check out the damage.

The remains of the pillars that were blasted away from the entrance of St
Paul 0 swshoreé (shmapnelandalllunder neat h St Pawul 6s

There is also the story that one of the Luftwafe pilots was a Prior Park
alumni and could not bear to unload his bombs onto the valley and so flew
closer to Radstock and dropped the bombs thee. This cannot be verified,
but it is a lovely story passed from one old boy to another.

St PAdoubée was uninhabitable and the b
into the Academy Hall with camp beds. Some boys spent years in the
Academy hall as their dorm because trying to get builders and the building

supplies were so difficult during war years that the final renovation was
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Peace time memories from 1946

A joined the teaching staff of Prior Park College in September 1946, on
the same day as the first boys arrived at Cricklade. Most of the teaching
was done by monks, Christian Brothers, who continued to direct the
College until 1981. In those early days | was the only full -time lay
teacher, and, as | have been told, was welcomed as a bit of a novelty. It
seems hard to imagine.

In that first year the pupils - all boys - numbered just 180. They were all
boarders, and even those with parents in Bath could visit home - for
Sunday lunch - only twice a term. Terms were a little longer than they
are today, and there were no half -term breaks. Does all this seem very
hard and harsh? It was, | assure you, a very happy place. My wife and |
thought it a very wonderful place, and we have thought so ever since.

The pattern of full days, half -days and games afternoons was much as it
Is now, but there was no CCF, no activities periods, and very little in the
way of organised outings. Permission to go into Bath was rarely given.

For the juniors in St Peterodos, Combe I
din for mal d r e s s on Sunday afterficons.d lteyp ehjoylece 0
one anothero6s company, and there was

paste as a treat, or perhaps fried bread with marmalade. It was a simple

life -style in what was, compared with today, a very simple world: no

TV, no computers, comparatively few cars. War -time food rationing still
prevailed, and a good part of St- Paul ¢
damage. (The evidence can still be seen.p Notes from Sidney Ash in

1994 Gossip Bowl.

ANGLES ON THE WAR the pupils speak out (December 1942, Gossip
Bowl)

Here in Prior Park on our lofty classical perch on the hills above Bath

d so near and yet so fair and so far & we have our own views, and they
are

neither classical nor picture postcard. They are honest, straightforward,
and concern ourselves. They are not inspired by the Ministry of
Information & in fact they are not inspired at all,
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The effect of the war on the College buildings comes home forcibly
to Patrick D. O'Connell:

Patrick D O6 Connel | 1943 Hocl

The factor in this war which has disturbed me most is the persistent
aerial bombardment carried on by German aircraft. This has, in a

way, affected everyone in this School, or rather Senior House ; for, as
a result of enemy action, not only have we been temporarily deprived
of private rooms, but our work and lessons have been interfered with. . .
The recreation room belonging to the Upper Fours and Lower Fives
has been hopelessly smashed up. . . The Seniors still have their billiard
room, and table -tennis room. The Sixth Form sitting -room has not
however fared too well; but the builders are rapidly putting this right.

Foagr
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Geoffrey Manners Nightingale, as befits his name, bursts into song on
the blitzed buildings.

Gaoffrey Nightingale
1943

Bomb-shattered walls he left behind.
British hearts take more to conquer,
Valiant souls can solace find

Even though in broken mortar.

His notes and his rhymes are not quite tuneful at times, but he
perseveres,

observing of the Seniors :

They miss their former sunlit haunts,
Though artful tricks seem just the same,
And in another spot they vaunt

Their valorous deeds, and call them fame.
Naturally philomel becomes nostalgic :
Where are the benches where we sat
And gossiped in the summer sun ;

And where the tree that, as a hat,

Gave welcome shade to everyone ?

Denis Joyce links up war with home -going for holidays :

4

Before the war one of the most enjoyable and interesting days of the
holidays was the day on which we returned home. Then gas -masks,
identity -cards, and other impedimentary articles were unthought of.

What an enjoyable experience it was to loll in a half -empty carriage
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buying papers and sweets, and all the lu xuries which have been rationed
for Englishmen . . . Now cries of " Have you forgotten your gas -mask,
identity -card, ration -book, clothes-coupons ? " pursue us to the station.
We enquire about the train. " Train be 'arf -hour late " . . . At the

first stop we are swamped by an infuriated crowd, who have been kept
waiting longer than is advisable. Then the misery begins & aching toes,
cramped joints, hu ngry stomachs, until after many misfortunes we are
deposited on our home station platform more dead than alive.

Rather an obtuse angle, but then Denis" is large -sized and spacious
minded.

But let us descend from the apex to the base, from the lofty Sixthto the
homely Fourth.

Food-rationing, naturally, cuts deep. Frederick Sherman says :

The rationing of sugar, bacon, eggs, cheese, tea, meat and many other
things has come home to me. | think however that the rationing of sweets
Is the worst of all.

John Duggan is sweet-toothed also :
Rationing, especially sweets, has affected me greatly, and has brought
the war to my very stomach.

Evidently war has made a great difference to Francis McCaffrey's food
supply d he believed in high living, lots of shops and ships :

Before the war | could walk into a greengrocer's shop, ask for some
tinned fruit, two or three oranges, half a dozen eggs, two pots of jam,
and plenty of other things, and get them. But to -day if | walked into

a shop and asked for one egg and one mt of jam, | would be told that
eggs and jam are kept for registered customers. When | could not

get what,l wanted | would have to eat what could be got at school.
Francis looks much healthier since he confined himself to School diet.

Clothing restrictions come in for comment. John Duggan says :
| have to be more careful than before of my clothes, especially grey suits,
which require so many coupons.

Fred J. Sherman is more explicit :

Nowadays, instead of having three or four suits, we have to be satisfied
with two, or at the most, three. We no longer have inside pock etsin our
coats, nor do we have turnups on our trousers. What a privation !
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Pat Hegan's views are rather mixed and unexpected :

Nowadays we see shops showing shells and guns br Warships Week ;
requests for Aid for Russia ; posters for Wings for Victory : instead of silk
stockings, sweets and long forgotten articles.

Pat Hegan 1944

Food-rationing is linked up with Chris tmas in Kenneth Coventry's mind :
The war has affected the home festival of the year, Christmas. No

more does the table creak with the weight of the turkey and other
delicacies. Now, one is well off if one has a pheasant for Christmas
dinner. Ducks and geese are available only to very regular customers. A
turkey is an unheard of thing to have in these times.

If Kenneth has any friends in Ulster he should get in touch with them
next Christmas ; or with his friends in what Patrick Rafferty calls

" De Valera's land of plenty."

The drone of the bombers by night over the roofs of the dormitories
Is loud in many boys' minds. The sound sends their thoughts home to
the safety of their loved ones.

John Sylvester writes :

In my hometown one out of every five h ouses was destroyed or
damaged. My own house was badly damaged, and we had to move. In
this way, and in many others, our pre -arranged plans were brought to a
stop. . .

Two of my cousins are prisoners in Germany ; and when they were put
into irons we realised what war meant.

There is a note of separation mingled with pride in John Duggan's
words:

| have several relations in the Forces : two uncles who have just gone
abroad and are still on the sea, and a cousin who won the D.C.M. at
Dunkirk ; for by his action 180 officers and men were saved 0 they were
the last men to leave the beach.

Page |54



There is deep filial love in Peter Kelly's confession :

Before the war, when my father was constantly at home with me, | did
not know what it was like to be without him ; but, when war broke out,
and he had to join up, it made a dreadful difference to our home. But,
please God, the war will soon be over, and a lot of the families, that have
been broken up like mine, will be reunited again for the rest of their

short stay on earth.

Jean Sinclair's account of how his home life in France has been affected
requires no commentary :

My home is near Paris. We are on June 8th, 1940. The Germans are
coming. They are at 25 miles from here. This evening my father is

coming back from his job at Paris. It is half -past seven. .. We hear the
steps of my father coming. My mother goes to open the door for him. "
Good evening, dear, what is the news ? " " Oh ! very bad," answered my
father, " the Germans are at Fontainebleau. In certain places they have
crossed the Seine."

During supper only a few words were exchanged. After supper all the
family went outside the door to breathe the fresh air of the night. When
we stopped talking we could hear the boom of the guns approaching. The
next evening they were at 15 miles, and we could hear distinctly the noise
of the battle approaching. During the night my mother got ready all the
most precious clothes ; and the next morning she prepared our car and
put all the thin gs in it. Soon we were on the road. All the country was
covered by a kind of greyish fog . That was the smoke of the battle. That
smoke when breathed made our nosesall black. That day we kept
moving all the time as best we could. The car was beginning to be very
war m. We could go only five or ten yards and stop, because the roads
were terribl y crowded. This day we could go only ten miles. We slept in a
wood by the side of the road. The next morning we took our breakfas td a
bit of bread with a sardine on it. This day, the 9th June, we went 30
miles. The 12th June we' arrived in St. Agil, a littl e village where a friend
of my mother was living. We stayed there about 48 hours. The 14th at
two o'clock in the morning a policeman knocked at the window crying : "
The Germans are at 5 miles from here. All the men from eighteen to forty
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years old must escape immediately." We got up and put the things into
the car. That was very difficult for we could not have any light at all
because the German 'planes were purring over our heads. A week later
we were in a quiet little village in the Pyrenees.

The armisti ce had been signed and the Germans had half France for
themselves.

That is how the war affected me. And that, perhaps, is the acutest, most
poignant angle of all. J.B.T.

Where the bombs fell in 1942 bombing
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nNThe | at est recruit whom

captured for the Artist Rifles is John Canning 7 and

a splendi d one, t oo. Peter
iPrior Park Platoon 0 s o he wi shes

goingtoLondons houl d apply to hinm

Entry from Gossip Bowl 1939. Peter survived the War and lived til the ripe
old age of 92!

PRIOR PARK XV. 1933.

P. M. McKeigue P. R, Leahy J. L. Pardoe B. H. Leigh D. R. Ross G. E. Leigh J. Marmion
H. P, Ferreira (Vice-Capt) T.'J. Hughes (Capt.} S. P. Clements F. M. Falkner

D, M. Fleming I A Lee

Peter pictured here with Lawrence
Williams and lan Lee (brother to Maurice)
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The 1934 Rugby Photo T the story behind the picture.

Beresford O6Reilly and James Wil Il i ams
Sl oane (Robertds brother), l an Lee (
Freitas (Wil fdés brother) in 1934.

Beresford O6Reilly died i rBoulo§nd. RAFat t he

James Williams died in 1945 at the age of 27. Killed in action in Burma.
Royal Artillery.

Robert 6Bobd Sl oane died in 1941 at t I

Maurice Lee died in 1940 at the age of 21. Killed returning from an
operation in bad weather conditions. Buried in UK. RAF

Wilfrid de Freitas died in 1942 at the age of 26. Killed on active service in
the Libyan campaign. RAF

Beresford and James would have known Bob, Maurice and Wilf as brothers
of their team mates, just as you would.

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.

PRIOR PARK XV, 1934

D.M. Fleming  W.P.Foster - G.E.Leigh [JE/BJORelly | J.W.Marmion F.H.Fox J.H.ONeill | J.H.Sloan
F. M. Falkner S. P. Clements (Vice-Capt.) J. D. Wilkiams (Capt.) J. L. Pardoe I A.Lee
' .. A.G. de Freitas M. F. Knight

Resull of Season : Played 10, th.Q, Lost 1. Points for 170, Against 14.
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That fought with us upon Saint
Crispin's day. go by, from this day to
the end of time, without our being
remembered: we few, we happy few,
we band of brothers 0 for whoever
shedshis blood with me today shall
be my brother . However humble
his birth, this day shall grant him
nobility.

Shakespeare: Henry V: Act 4 Scene 3
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WW?2 Campaign Medals

War Medal 1939 -1945

This medal was awarded to all full time service
personnel who had completed 28 days service
between 3rd September 1939 and the 2nd
September 1945. Eligible personnel who had been
AMenti oned I n Despatches
entitled to wear a bronze oak leaf emblem on the
ribbon. Those eligible for a campaign star, yet who
had their service cut short by death, wounds or
capture by the enemy, still qualified for this medal

1939 -1945 Star Medal

All servicemen would have been awarded this star if
their service period was terminated by their death or
disability due to service. Also the award of a

gal l antry medal or #AMent
produced the award of this medal, regardless of their
service duration.

Fighter Aircraft Crew who took part in the Battle of
Britain (10 July to 31 October 1940) were awarded
the "Battle of Britain" bar to this medal. In undress
uniform, a silver -gilt rosette was worn on the medal
ribbon to denote the award of this clasp.

Air Crew Europe Star

This medal was awarded to Commonwealth aircrew
who parti cipated in operational flights over Europe,
from UK bases or for operational flying from the UK
over Europe, between the period 3rd September
1939 to 5th June 1944.

The recipient would have been awarded this star if
their service period was terminated by their death or
disability due to service. The award of a gallantry

me d a | or AMention I n Des
award of this medal, regardless of their service
duration.
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Africa Star

The Star was awarded for
North Africa between 10th June, 1940 and 12th May,
1943, both dates inclusive.

The Star was awarded for the following
qualifications and operations:

Navy and Merchant Navy i Any Service at sea in the
Mediterranean between 10th June, 1940 and 12th
May, 1943, and or senice in support of the
campaigns in Abyssinia, Somaliland and

Eritrea. Naval service ashore in the same areas as
the army would also qualify. Members of the
Merchant Navy who took part in the operations off
the coast of Morocco between 8th November, 1942
and 12th May, 1943 would also qualify.

Army T The qualification is the entry into North
Africa on the establishment of an operational

unit. Service in Abyssinia,
Entitres, Sudan and Malta.

R.A.F1 The qualification was to have landed in, or
flown over, any of the areas previously mentioned
(except West Africa), or territory occupied by the
enemy.

Members of the Australian Imperial Force qualified
for the Star for Service in Syria from 8th June, 1941,
and 11th July, 1941.
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Wilfrid Albert Anthony d

e FREITAS

Date of Birth

1 OCT 1915

Place of Birth

Demerara,
British Guiana

Class of 1933 Head Boy | Medal DFC
CLIFFORD

Campaign War Medal Star medal

medals 1939-1945 1939-1945

Date of Death 3 MAR 1942 GB | Place of Killed in action.
or 20 Dec 1941 | Death Egypt

CWGC

Age at Death 26 Memorial Ref Alamein
Memorial,
Egypt
Regiment 70 Squadron Service 33163
Number
Service RAF Wing
Commander
Siblings at Michael, Class | Leonard, Class | Arthur, Class of
Prior of 1939, of 1937 1935
Wilfrid M, Class
of 1962, nephew
Married Children
School census Additional
researcher
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Gossip Bowl Dec 1935:

The following communication from the Adjutant of the Royal Air
Force College at Cranwell will be of interest: d

"WILFRID ALBERT ANTHONY DE FREITAS."

The above-mentioned Old Boy of your School successfully graduated
from this College on 26th July, 1935 and has now taken up his
commission as a Pilot Officer in the Royal Air Force. The following
summarises his record at the College : " Order of merit on entering the
College 6/32 ; on passing out 15/29.

A most popular and amusing character. He represented the College
at Cricket and Hockey, and did well at Administration, Armament, and
Air Navigation.

He was slow to learn to fly, but is now a satisfactory and reliable
pilot. Will develop into an excellent Officer."

We congratulate Wilfrid on his excellent record at Cranwell: it is

but a replica of his record at Prior Park, and we wish him abundance
of success in his new career.

Gossip Bowl July 1942 : In British Guiana, at Demerara, Wilfrid Albert
Anthony de Freitas was born on October 1st, 1915. He was the second son
on Dr Q B de Freitas M B E, Government Medical Officer of Demerara.
Wilfrid with his brothers first attended Aston -Le Walls House School
under the management of Rev Martin Edwards, and he with his younger
brother Arthur came to Prior Park in September 1930, his fourth brother
Leonard came later.

His ability, his easy yet forceful manner soon showed that he was destined
to win for himself an outstanding place in the College. His first responsible
post was Secretary of the Sodality in 1931, and a year later 1932-33 he
was its President. In the same year he was School Captain, Captain of
Clifford House, Secretary of the Radio Society, and was in the 1st XV
Rugby 1932, Hockey Xl 1933 and Cricket XI 1933 being invariably
opening batsman. He was among the most successful and efficient of our
School Captains.

In July 1931 Wilfrid obtained Honours in the School Certificate
Examin ation with exemption from Matriculation, and during the next two
years prepared for the entrance examination to the Air Force. He won
sixth place and was Prize Cadet, RAF College, Cranwell. He left Prior Park
in July 1933.

In the December number ofthemaga zi ne of 1934 we read:
Captain of the School two years ago, is now one of the Seniors in RAF
College, Cranwell. We congratulate him on having obtained his cricket

c o | o U heskept up the efficiency in games he had acquired at school.
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Early in 1935 he passed out of Cranwell and was posted to a torpedo
bomber squadron. After further coastal training he joined a torpedo
spotter reconnaissance squadron in HMS Courageous in March 1936, and
from October 1938 was with a similar squadron in the Fu rious; he went
on foreign service to Alexandria. Thus at the outbreak of war he was a
seasoned airman and advanced from post to post till a few months before
his death he was gazetted Wing Commander. He had previously been
awarded the DFC.OnMarch3d 1942 , he was | i sted
as fAkilled on active serviceo in

Thus by the will of Heaven a promising career was cut short. Wilfrid
possessed all the elements for a great career, ability of mind, activity and
healthiness of body, a pleasant gentlemanly manner, and to crown all a
sound religious sense. His pure life was sacrificed in the noblest of earthly
causes, and hence may we not with more than confidence pray: Eternal
rest give unto him O Lord and let perpetual light shin e upon him.

From CWGC: Wing Commander service number 33163. Date of death
20/12/1941 at the age of 26 (different from GB). He flew with RAF 70
Squadron and had been awarded the DFC. He is buried at the Alamein
memorial. Son of Dr Q B de Freitas MBE and Hermine de Freitas of
Georgetown, British Guiana.
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