
2023 Rising 8th Grade Summer Reading Choices:
Read one of the following and at least two additional titles.

Almost American Girl Graphic Novel by Robin Ha (Sora ebook)
"As a student in 1995 in Seoul, Korea, Ha was mostly a typical teenager, enjoying close friendships,
studying hard, and obsessed with reading--and drawing--comics. That she lives with just her single
working mother occasionally caused clucking gossip and bullying at school, but Ha's two-person
household was exactly right for mother and daughter. While past vacations took the pair to touristy
destinations like Hawaii and Singapore, this year, Ha's mother announces they're flying to Alabama,
where they ultimately land in the Kim family home....With unblinking honesty and raw vulnerability, Ha's
debut graphic memoir captures her often excruciating journey toward creating, 24 years later, 'a new
identity that I now love.'" (Booklist). 

Darius  the Great is Not Okay by Adib Khorram (Sora audiobook)
"Darius Kellner suffers from depression, bullying by high school jocks, and a father who seems to always be
disappointed in him. When Darius' grandfather becomes terminally ill, Darius, along with his parents and
younger sister, travels to Iran for the first time in his life. Iranian on his mother's side and white American on
his father's side, Darius never quite fits in.... When he arrives in Iran, learning to play the Persian card game
Rook, socializing, and celebrating Nowruz with a family he had never properly met before is all overwhelming
and leaves Darius wondering if he'll ever truly belong anywhere. But all that changes when Darius meets
Sohrab, a Baha'i boy, in Yazd. Sohrab teaches Darius what friendship is really about: loyalty, honesty, and
someone who has your back in a football (soccer) match. For the first time in a long time, Darius learns to
love himself no matter what external forces attempt to squash his confidence...." (Kirkus Reviews)

Unsettled Novel in Verse by Reem Faruqi (Sora ebook & audiobook)
"Nurah is a 13-year-old girl living happily in Pakistan: She loves hanging out with her family and her best
friend, but her favorite thing to do is swim. Everything changes when Nurah learns her father has accepted a
job in America. While missing Karachi, they try to adjust to their new surroundings in Georgia, but learning to
speak, dress, and act differently takes its toll on the family. Nurah and her older brother, Owais, find some
happiness at the community pool. Although Nurah makes a friend in fellow swimmer Stahr, she becomes
jealous of Owais, who has been more easily able to fit in and win swim meets. When a tragic incident befalls
him—in part due to her jealousy—Nurah learns it’s better to stand up and stand out as who you are than try
to conform. Faruqi’s use of free verse will captivate readers with its metaphors that emphasize feelings and
details of daily life...." (Kirkus Reviews)

A Place at the Table by Saadia Faruqi & Laura Shovan (Sora ebook & audiobook)
"Sara has transferred to public school from a small Islamic academy; Elizabeth has fallen out with her
former best friend, and her mom seems crippled by depression. The girls meet in an after-school
South Asian cooking club (taught by Sara's mom, who is also a caterer) and forge a tentative friendship.
Told in alternating chapters by both girls, the story's strength lies in its realistic depiction of typical
middle-school concerns (friends, family, teachers) set against a backdrop of multiculturalism. Lighter
side plots involve both moms studying for their citizenship tests and a cooking contest.... Timely and
true-to-life." (Booklist).

Breaking Through  by Francisco Jiménez (Sora ebook)
"[Jimenez’ work]... is a fictionalized memoir of Jiménez's teenage years in the late 1950s, when the
family finally stayed in one place and Francisco and his brothers worked long hours before and after
school to put food on the table.…Jiménez writes with simplicity about a harsh world seldom seen in
children's books. He also writes about a scary, sad, furious, and broken father…He stays true to the
viewpoint of a teenager growing up poor: the yearning (What would it be like to live in a house, rather
than the crowded barracks?); the ignorance (College?); the hurt of prejudice. Yet he celebrates his
Mexican roots even as he learns to be an American.” (Booklist)

Log in to Sora at sora.com or through Summit website's Library page.




