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New immunization requirements for the 2016-2017 school year/SB 277: All incoming Kindergarten and
7th grade students must have current immunizations on record to begin school on August 10,

2016. California law SB 277 no longer allows personal or religious beliefs exemptions. Click here more
information.

California Voting Rights Act [CVRA]: Transition to by-Trustee Area Voting

Recently, many cities, school districts and other public entities have had their election systems challenged under CVRA,
leading to very expensive and divisive litigation. The Redlands Unified School District's Board of Education’s
preference is, and has always been, to avoid expenditures that do not directly benefit the children, families, and
communities we serve. While RUSD believes its elections have not been racially polarized, a move to by-trustee area
elections enables us to move forward without the potential of having to defend CVRA litigation in the future.

District staff and the Board are committed to continuing to focus on the District's core mission - providing the highest
quality education for all of our students. The change in our system of electing trustees will not change the Board's

history and commitment to making decisions based on the interests of the entire District, regardless of where individual
trustees happen to reside.

The transition to a "by-trustee” area election method will involve input from the community at public hearings on options

for developing and approving a trustee area map; approval from the San Bernardino County Committee on School
District Organization; and a waiver from the State Board of Education.

Timeline for transition to by-trustee area elections:
http://r d.net/modul
1.pdf

'group:

14429/File/Sup

Office/CVRA-Timeline-

At the regular meeting on Tuesday, May 10, 2016, the Redlands Unified School District listened to a presentation

on the CVRA. This presentation was prepared by attorney firm Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo, and
presented by Superintendent Rhodes:

Assessing Liability Under The

« Additionally, the Board developed specific criteria to be used by the Dolinka Group in the development of Trustee

Areas: http://redlandsusd.net/modules/groups/homepagefiles/cms/14429/File/Superintendents-Office/ CVRA-
Criteria-3.pdf
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Tonight’s Presentation:

Review brief background of work to date

Hear from Jason Martinez of Cooperative Strategies (formerly the
Dolika Group)

— Process used to develop by-trustee areas
— Proposed scenarios
— Data
Information on process, next steps, and waiver process

Introduce Tiffany Tran, AALRR to answer questions
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Timeline
Redlands Unified School District

California Voting Rights Act
Transitioning from At-Large Trustee Areas to By-Trustee Area

Timeline
Anticipated Date(s) Task
May 10, 2016 Provide an overview of the legal issues that California Voting Rights Act
Board of Education  addresses; discuss option of moving to by-trustee area; Provide information on
Meeting timelines and possible criteria.
Board to review and take action on Resolution to initiate transition to a by-

May 24, 2016 . . .

. trustee area election system by a majority vote of the Board of Education.
Board of Education . . N
Meeting Resolution will contain criteria for by-trustee area development.

Using criteria passed by the Board of Education, Dolinka Group prepares

June - July 2016 various drafts of by-trustee area plans for presentation to the Board and public.

Anticipated timeframe that draft by-trustee area maps and supporting

Mid-Jaly 2016 documentation will be available (will also be posted on RUSD’s website).

gllrlg;:;:gh;ﬁa_ Anticipated Community Meetings to present and receive comment by the
public regarding draft voting trustee area plans.

September

Mid September Anticipated feedback from Community Meetings gathered and presented to

2016 Board; Additional direction provided by Board for next steps.

Late September Additional Community Meetings if major revisions made to draft maps,

2016 otherwise, possible public hearing on concept for moving to by-trustee areas.

October 2016 Anticipated public hearings on concept for moving to by-trustee areas.

November- Possible action regarding resolution selecting final voting trustee area map and

December, 2016 authorizing transition to by-trustee area election.

November, 2018 General Election for Board of Education: By-Trustee Area Election.
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Board Adopted Criteria for By-Trustee Areas

Redlands Unified School District

By-Trustee Area Criteria
May 7, 2016

The Redlands Unified School District Board of Education will change from the longstanding process of
selecting Board of Education members through an "at-large" elections process and move to elections "by-
trustee area" to be compliant with the California Voting Rights Act. Thus, effective for the November
2018 Board elections, Board candidates in each area will be elected only by voters who reside in that
specific trustee area.

In this transition, the District will initiate the creation of election areas that will follow the criteria listed in
this document. Using data from the 2010 Census, the District’s consultant, Dolinka Group, will create
conceptual trustee area scenarios that divide the District into five new voting areas.

Once conceptual trustee area maps have been developed, the District will host a series of public forums to
collect community input regarding the proposed area maps and allow community members to provide
comments. Following community input, the Board of Education anticipates selecting by-trustee maps in
the fall of 2016.

The California Voting Right Act recognizes the following as permissible criteria for the development of
trustee areas:

Each Trustee Area shall contain a nearly equal number of inhabitants

Each Trustee Area shall be drawn to comply with the Federal Voting Rights Act

Each Trustee Area shall be contiguous, as much as possible

Trustee boundaries shall respect communities of interest*, as much as possible

Trustee boundaries shall follow man-made and natural geographic features, as much as possible

VVVVY

In addition, Boards can elect to use other criteria so long as they do not violate the Federal Voting Rights
Act. Recognizing that Redlands Unified School District serves the cities of Redlands, Highland, Loma
Linda, San Bernardino and the communities of Forest Falls, and Mentone, as well as unincorporated areas
of the County, the Board’s desire for its Trustees to represent the entire District rather than specific areas.
Therefore, to accomplish this goal additional criteria to be considered are:

Each Trustee Area shall include portions of at least two cities or communities

Each Trustee Area should contain portions of two High School attendance boundaries

Each Trustee Area must contain multiple school sites (physical location) within its boundaries
Each Trustee Area mush contain multiple elementary or middle school attendance boundaries
within its boundaries

YV VY

*Communities of interest may include neighborhoods, the District's underlying elementary school
attendance areas and elementary school *'feeder” districts, high school attendance areas, rural or urban
populations, municipalities, social interests, agricultural, industrial or service industry interests, and the
like, insofar as practicable.
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Draft By-Trustee Areas
Jason Martinez

COOPERATIVE
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Follow-up Report from May 24, 2016 presentation:

Waiver of the Election Requirement
for By-Trustee Area Elections

Prepared by:
Todd M. Robbins, Esq.
Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud and Romo

July 12, 2016
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Brief Review of Process for Transitioning to
By-Trustee Area Elections
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Transition From At-Large to By-Trustee
Area Election Process

The Process

District-Initiated Process:

- Begins with the District adopting a by-trustee
area election map and a resolution requesting that
the County Committee on School District
Organization approve the transition from an at-
large election process to by-trustee area election
process.
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Transition From At-Large to By-Trustee

Area Election Process

The Process

The County Committee must hold at least one public
hearing within the District’s boundaries. (Education

Code Section 5019 (¢)(2).)

Following the public hearing, the County Committee
must by resolution either approve or reject the proposal
and set a date for the election.
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Transition From At-Large to By-Trustee
Area Election Process (cont.)

The Process

If an election is called by the County Committee,
the only questions before the voters would be:

— For the establishment of trustee areas in Redlands

USD —VYes
OR
— For the establishment of trustee areas in Redlands
USD — No

Questions required by Ed. Code section 5020
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What if the Voters Vote NO?

If the voters reject the District’s transition to by-
trustee area elections, the District would continue
to conduct at-large elections.

At large elections subject the District to liability
under the CVRA.

If sued under the CVRA, the District would not be
able to use the outcome of the election as a
defense.
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Waiver of the Election Requirement from
the State Board of Education
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Waiver of the Election Requirement

As an alternative to the election requirement and in order to
avoid the expense and uncertain outcome of an election on
whether to change its election process, pursuant to
Education Code sections 33050-330563, the District may file
a request with the State Board of Education (“SBE”) to
waive the election requirement.

In order to obtain a waiver, a proper application must be
completed and submitted to the SBE.

The application needs to reflect whether the exclusive
representatives of the District’s employees have been involved in
the preparation of the waiver request, and their position thereon.
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Stakeholder Feedback Required!

The District must consult with bargaining units and obtain their
positions on the waiver:

* Neutral
e Support
* Oppose

The District must consult with “appropriate advisory councils or
advisory committees”
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The Waiver Process

The Board must hold a public hearing on the waiver

request prior to submitting the request to the SBE.
(Education Code Section 33050(a),(d)(1) and (2).)

Following the public hearing, the Board may adopt the
waiver request.

District must be aware of SBE meeting schedule and
plan accordingly.
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Important Note:

THE WAIVER DOES NOT IMPACT OR
ELIMINATE THE PUBLIC’S RIGHT TO
VOTE FOR SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS!
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Eftect of Waiver

Once the waiver 1s approved by the State Board
of Education, the District can conduct
subsequent elections for the Board of Education

as by-trustee area elections.

Redlands USD’s first By-Trustee election would
be 1n 2018.
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AALRR — Tiffany Tran
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Timeline
Redlands Unified School District

California Voting Rights Act
Transitioning from At-Large Trustee Areas to By-Trustee Area

Timeline
Anticipated Date(s) Task
May 10, 2016 Provide an overview of the legal issues that California Voting Rights Act
Board of Education  addresses; discuss option of moving to by-trustee area; Provide information on
Meeting timelines and possible criteria.
Board to review and take action on Resolution to initiate transition to a by-

May 24, 2016 . . .

. trustee area election system by a majority vote of the Board of Education.
Board of Education . . N
Meeting Resolution will contain criteria for by-trustee area development.

Using criteria passed by the Board of Education, Dolinka Group prepares

June - July 2016 various drafts of by-trustee area plans for presentation to the Board and public.

Anticipated timeframe that draft by-trustee area maps and supporting

Mid-Jaly 2016 documentation will be available (will also be posted on RUSD’s website).

gllrlg;:;:gh;ﬁa_ Anticipated Community Meetings to present and receive comment by the
public regarding draft voting trustee area plans.

September

Mid September Anticipated feedback from Community Meetings gathered and presented to

2016 Board; Additional direction provided by Board for next steps.

Late September Additional Community Meetings if major revisions made to draft maps,

2016 otherwise, possible public hearing on concept for moving to by-trustee areas.

October 2016 Anticipated public hearings on concept for moving to by-trustee areas.

November- Possible action regarding resolution selecting final voting trustee area map and

December, 2016 authorizing transition to by-trustee area election.

November, 2018 General Election for Board of Education: By-Trustee Area Election.
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