
BERGENFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION 
BERGENFIELD, N.J. 

 
Agenda for the Caucus Meeting February 25, 2013 

 
1. Meeting called to order by the President at 7:00 pm. 
 
2. Roll Call: by the Secretary-  Joseph Amara, President 
     Eileen Ryder, Vice President  
     Mark D’Esposito, Trustee 
                Charles, Ferrer, Trustee       
     Ralph Messina, Trustee                          
                
Flag Salute: 
 
 Statement of the President: 
 
 "The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law was enacted to insure the right of 
the public to have advance notice of and to attend meetings of this Board, except where 
specifically exempted by law, at which any business affecting their interest is discussed 
or acted upon.  In accordance with the provisions of this act, The Board of Education has 
caused notice of this meeting to be published by having same advertised in The Record 
on July 5, 2012; also notice of this meeting has been mailed to the members of The 
Board, The Borough Clerk, all Elementary Schools, Roy W. Brown Middle School, the 
High School and posted on the District Website on February 20, 2013.”                                                
 
3. Discussion of evening agenda. 
 
4. Discussion of committee reports. 
 
5. Motion to adjourn. 
 
 (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
 Voting YES: 
 Voting NO: 
 Abstaining: 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BERGENFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION 
BERGENFIELD, N.J. 

 
                                   Agenda for Regular Meeting – February 25, 2013 
 
1. Meeting called to order by the President at 8:00 pm. 
 
2. Roll Call: by the Secretary-  Joseph Amara, President 
     Eileen Ryder, Vice President   
     Mark D’Esposito, Trustee 
     Charles Ferrer, Trustee                      
     Ralph Messina, Trustee                             
                                         
Flag Salute: 
 
 Statement of the President: 
 

"The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law was enacted to insure the right of 
the public to have advance notice of and to attend meetings of this Board, except 
where specifically exempted by law, at which any business affecting their interest 
is discussed or acted upon.  In accordance with the provisions of this act, the 
Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting to be published by having 
same advertised in The Record on July 5, 2012; also notice of this meeting has 
been mailed to the members of The Board, The Borough Clerk, all Elementary 
Schools, Roy W. Brown Middle School, the High School and posted on the 
District Website on February 20, 2013.” 
 

Presentation:  Jeff Bliss, CPA, Lerch, Vinci, & Higgins – Results of the Annual  
           Audit for the 2011-2012 school year. 

 
3. Minute Approval:                                     

Motion to accept and approve as presented the minutes for The Organization 
Meeting on January 2, 2013, The Executive Meeting of January 21, 2013, The 
Action Meeting of January 21, 2013 and The Regular Meeting of January 28, 
2013.  
 

       (Motion____Second____- Roll Call Vote:Yes___No___)   
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 
 
 
 
 



4.           Written Communication:    
 
 Motion to accept and approve the following correspondence: 
 
       (Motion____Second____- Roll Call Vote:Yes___No___)   
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 
5. Verbal Comments:  (Opened_____PM, Closed_____PM) 
  

(PLEASE LIMIT YOUR COMMENTS TO AGENDA ITEMS.) 
(PLEASE SIGN NAME AND ADDRESS ON SHEET TO INSURE 

PROPER SPELLING.  THANK YOU!) 
 
6.   Report and Recommendations of Supt. of Schools: 
 

A.      Motion to accept and approve the Personnel Recommendations as per the 
          attached list. 

                
       (Motion____Second____- Roll Call Vote:Yes___No___)   

 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 
 B.  General Recommendations: 

a.  Motion to accept and approve the monthly Special Education 
   Services as per the attached list. 

 
  (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes____No____) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 

Abstaining: 
 

b. Motion to accept and approve The National Alliance for 
 Accessible Golf Grant in the amount of $6,000.00.  This award is 
 contingent on the ability to raise at least $4,000.00 as a match. 
 

  (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes____No____) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 

Abstaining: 



  c. Motion to accept and approve the EE4NJ-CO03 Supplemental  
   Grant Agreement #13000056 in the amount of $19,180.00. 
 

  (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes____No____) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 

Abstaining: 
 

d. Motion to accept and approve the 2011/2012 Final Report & 
 Notification of Intent to Carry-Over IDEA-B. 
 
    Allocation    Final Expenditures    Carry-Over Amount* 
Basic       $984,638             $877,304             $107,334 
PSD     $  36,657             $  31,526  $    5,131 
 
*Figures confirmed by LVH 10/18/12 
 

  (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes____No____) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 

Abstaining: 
 
e. Motion to accept and approve The Crowne Plaza in Englewood,  
            New Jersey as the Hotel Accommodations for Middle States at a 
 total cost of $3,152. 
 

  (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes____No____) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 

Abstaining: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    f.  Motion to accept and approve NJ ASK Parent/Student Night  
   Workshop to be held on the evenings of 3/21/13 for the 3rd graders  
   and 3/28/13 for the 4th and 5th graders at Hoover School for the  
   purpose of parent/student involvement per NCLB guidelines and  
   providing information regarding the Common Core Standards,  
   NJASK and its format and design along with activities.    
   Suggestions will be provided for at home activities and take home  
   packets will be provided as continued reinforcement to this   
   workshop.  The provider, NJ Teacher to Teacher, will be paid a  
   total of $1,200 for both sessions utilizing Title I funds. 
   Staff as follows: 
   3/21/13 - Ed Russini, Nicole Russini, Aile Gutierrez 
   3/26/13 - Kevin Corcoran, Dawn Switzer, Aile Gutierrez 
 
   At a rate of $25/hour for 1.5 hours each for a total of $225 payable  
   through Title I funds. 
 
   (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
   Voting YES: 
   Voting NO: 
   Abstaining: 
 
  g. Motion to accept and approve the attached list for Conferences  
   with Registration Fees over $150.00 – NCLB Funding. 
 
   (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
   Voting YES: 
   Voting NO: 
   Abstaining: 
 
  h. Motion to accept and approve the Revision to the October 22,  
   2012, motion h., minutes for Parent Student Workshop held at  
   Hoover School on January 22, 2013, Kristina Katsalidas was  
   replaced by Shari Gussen to assist in facilitating, payable at  
   $25/hour for two hours. 
 
   (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
   Voting YES: 
   Voting NO: 
   Abstaining: 
 
 
 



  i. Motion to accept and approve the attached list for Conferences 
    with Registration Fees over $150.00 – LEA Funding. 
 
   (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
   Voting YES: 
   Voting NO: 
   Abstaining: 
 
  j. Motion to accept and approve the adoption of the following  
   revised Mission Statement for The Bergenfield Public Schools: 
 
    The mission of The Bergenfield Public School District is to  
   offer programs and services that enable all students to become  
   self-directed, lifelong learners who are successful in college and 
   the workplace while displaying a strong sense of citizenship.   
   The District provides a safe and nurturing setting designed to  
   prepare students with 21st century skills consistent with   
   common core standards.  The Bergenfield Public School  
   District fosters partnerships for the purpose of educational,  
   operational and fiscal responsibility. 
 
   Goals for Continuous District Improvement 
   Goal 1: Improve Academic Performance 
   Goal 2: Improve Public Relations and The Perception of the 
      School District 
   Goal 3: Improve Financial Stability and Ability to Maintain  
     Facilities 
 
   (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
   Voting YES: 
   Voting NO: 
   Abstaining: 
 
  k. Motion to accept and approve of the submission of   
   Amendment 1 to the NCLB 2013 for the carryover of funds in  
   the amount of $83,966 into FY 2013. 
 
   (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
   Voting YES: 
   Voting NO: 
   Abstaining: 
 



  l.  Motion to accept and approve the following Out-of-State Field  
   Trips: 
 
   High School students to perform in the National Association  
   for  Music Education Conference in Hartford, Ct.   April 4-7,  
   2013 leaving 12 noon on the 4th and returning Sunday evening  
   the 7th.   3 students and 1 chaperone. 
 
   Bear Facts students to Columbia University, NY on March 20,  
   21 & 22, 2013, leaving each day at 7:30 a.m. and returning at  
   3:30 p.m.  12 students and 2 chaperones.  
 
   (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
   Voting YES: 
   Voting NO: 
   Abstaining: 
 
  m. Motion to accept and approve Malcolm Couden to attend the  
   53rd NAfME All-Eastern Division In-Service Conference in  
   Hartford, CT on April 4-7, 2013; and to accompany/represent  
   our district and students, Ariel Sanchez, Donnell Ricuerdo and 
   Lauren Tolentino at the 2013 NAfME All-Eastern Honors  
   Ensembles.  Reimbursement for conference/concert   
   registration, lodging, meals & inc. expenses per GSA   
   Guidelines payable through Title IIA funds. 
 
   Conference registration  - $150.00 
   Concert attendance - $40.00 
   Meals and Incidentals - $196.00 
   Lodging for 3 nights - $312.00 
   Total - $698.00 
 
   (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
   Voting YES: 
   Voting NO: 
   Abstaining: 
 
      7.  Old Business: No old business.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



      8. New Business:  
  

A. Motion to accept and approve the Tuition Contracts for the 2012/2013 school 
year as per the attached list.       

   
  (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 

B.   Motion to accept and approve the Use of Facilities as per the attached list. 
 
  (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining:  
 
 C.   Motion to accept and approve the following gift(s): 
 
  A $150.00 donation from the Class of 1967 to be awarded to a   
  deserving senior based on financial need. 
 
  Arthur Freiman had donated a Marshall MG30-DFX guitar amplifier 
  to the Bergenfield High School Music Department.  The estimated  
  value of the amplifier is $200.00. 
 
  As part of this motion the Board Secretary will send a thank you letter. 
 
  (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining:  
 
 D.   Motion to accept and approve the attached agreement with The Borough of 
        Bergenfield for the Use of Fiber Optics. 
 
  (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 
 



 E.   Motion to accept and approve Larry Girrourd, Business Avionix of Newport, 
            Rhode Island to continue an efficiency study and assessment of the 
          custodial/maintenance department.  This study is not to exceed $5,000.00. 
 
  (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 
 F.   Motion to accept and approve Jeff Morin to attend Infinite Campus  
        Interchange 2013 (March 13-14, 2013) at a total cost of $467.06. 
 
  (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 
9.  Report and Recommendations of Business Administrator/Board Secretary:   

 
A.    The Secretary’s Report of Cash Balances as of January 31, 2013 reflecting 
        an available balance of $  and the Treasurer’s Report of Cash Balances as of  
        January 31, 2013 reflecting a balance of $    
 
B.    Vouchers for payment in February 2013 in the total amount of  
        $6,175,887.76.  
 
C.    The following motion: 

Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(c)3, the Board of Education Secretary 
certifies that as of January 31, 2013 that no line item account has 
encumbrances and expenditures, which in total exceed the line item 
appropriation in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(a).  
 
Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(c)4, the Board of Education Secretary 
certifies that as of January 31, 2013, after review of the District’s monthly 
financial reports no major account or fund has been over expended in 
violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(b) and that sufficient funds are available 
to meet the district's financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal 
year. 
 
(Motion_____Second_____-Roll Call Vote: Yes____No____) 
 
Voting YES: 
Voting NO: 
Abstaining: 



10. Verbal Comments: (Opened______PM, Closed______PM) 
 

(PLEASE SIGN NAME AND ADDRESS ON SHEET TO INSURE 
PROPER SPELLING.  THANK YOU!) 

 
11.   Adjournment: Time______PM 
 
  (Motion____Second____- voice vote) 
 
 
 
 
 
CT/de 
 


