
Summer Reading Assignments 2023-2024
We are excited to announce that this year’s summer reading will be an interdisciplinary experience for our
students where they will be reading and discussing the same book for both their Bible and English classes. The
students will have an assignment to complete for their Bible classes over the summer and will be given an
assignment in their English classes related to the same book when they return to school in August. Below you
will �nd summer reading books listed by grade as well as the corresponding Bible assignment. Accelerated English
Courses (Honors/DE/AP) require an additional summer reading assignment which is also listed below by grade.

9th Grade

Bible/English Book: Pilgrim’s Progress
Bible Assignment (due on �rst day of class):

● Paper: Students will choose four di�erent encounters throughout the whole book (from di�erent
chapters) that Christian has along his journey to the Celestial City. Using 50 - 75 words for each
encounter, students will write a 200-300 word paper (12 point font, double spaced) which needs to
include the following:

○ describe each encounter in your own words
○ explain why it is signi�cant for Christian
○ explain why this event has signi�cance to you personally

● Quiz: Be prepared to take a short quiz on the book during the �rst week of school.

Additional Assignment for Honors English 9
This summer you will need to purchase a copy ofThe Alchemist. After you have read the book, complete all
parts of the assignment listed below:

1. What is the overall message (theme) of the text? Incorporate two quotes (with page numbers)
in your response as evidence of the theme. Discuss the signi�cance of your two quotes in
separate paragraphs as they relate to character, plot, or theme development. Remember to use
the word “character,” “plot,” or “theme” within your answer.

2. Draw a timeline of key events in Santiago’s life and one of yours. How do they compare? (You
may use a timeline template when answering this question.)

● Choose 5-7 key events in Santiago’s life and include a short description as to why each
event was important.

● Choose 4-6 key events in your life with ages or dates and include a short description as
to why each event was important. This timeline will be turned into a narrative essay in
class once the school year has started.

3. Choose a quote from the book (include page number) and make speci�c connections to a
novel, poem, non-�ction work, movie, historical or cultural event, or religious text of which
you have knowledge. Connections can be thematic, character connections, life’s journey, etc.



10th Grade

Bible/English Book: The Lost Letters of Pergamum: A Story from the New Testament World
Bible Assignment:

● Quiz: During the �rst week of classes, students will take a quiz designed to demonstrate they have read
the book.

● The book will be referenced throughout the school year to help provide cultural context in New
Testament understanding. It is, therefore, required that students keep possession of the book throughout the
school year.

Additional Assignment for Honors English 10
Choose one of the following books:

The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver: The Bean Trees begins when Taylor (whose real name is Marietta)
decides that it is time to leave Pittman, Kentucky, where she lives with her mother, and make something of
herself. She buys a 1955 Volkswagen and embarks on a personal journey of self-discovery, leaving everything
behind, including her name.

Lord of the Flies byWilliam Golding: Lord of the Flies tells the story of a group of young boys who �nd
themselves alone on a deserted island. They develop rules and a system of organization, but without any adults
to serve as a civilizing impulse, the children eventually become violent and brutal.

1. Choose ONE of the novels above, annotate as you read for passages that have meaning to
you, for passages that you think indicate a theme, and for vocabulary words you do not know.

2. Write a three body paragraph essay explaining how a character faces con�ict. (Paragraph 1) Identify
the con�icts one of the characters faces (Paragraph 2) Discuss whether the character deals with the
con�icts he or she faces successfully or not and (Paragraph 3) Identify a theme that arises out of the
way the character deals with the con�icts. Follow the guidelines below:

○ (1) The introductory paragraph should have a thesis statement.
○ (2) Follow grammatical conventions and use MLA format.
○ (3) Bring your printed essay on the �rst day of class.



11th Grade

Bible/English Book: 10 Questions Every Teen Should Ask (and Answer) about Christianity
Bible Assignment:

● Book Report: Students will choose a chapter and write a 2-page book report on that chapter with the
following outline:

○ 1) Question: What question does the author address in your chapter and how does she explain
its signi�cance during this cultural moment?

○ 2) Answer: What answers does the author give to the question?
○ 3) Response: What made you interested in choosing this chapter? What did you think of how

she developed the question and answer? What other thoughts do you think the church needs
to consider with regard to the topic of your chapter? (This is due on the �rst day of class)

● Quiz: Students will take a multiple-choice quiz on the book to make sure they’ve read the entire book,
not just their chapter. This quiz will be given on the �rst day of class.

Additional Assignment for Honors English 11

The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls

Wewill begin the school year with a memoir, The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls. All students enrolled in
English 11 Honors are expected to read The Glass Castle during the summer and complete the assignment
listed below. Be prepared to turn in the assignment on the �rst day of class. Assignments should be printed out
and turned in on paper. Please write legibly and include your �rst and last name.

The charts provided in the link below should be �lled in with textual evidence from the book. The quotations
you provide should be in response to the topic of each question. Quotations should be word for word, not
paraphrased. The quotations and commentary/analysis you provide in this assignment will be used in response
to a writing prompt during the �rst weeks of class.

*NOTE: If the charts provided are too small to hold all of the information you wish to include, please feel free
to add additional pages. SEE THE FOLLOWING LINK FOR CHARTS!!
The Glass Castle

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ALoq8gLpHU9_X1eRaODe1hG4zy9PZzaN/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116598312201636069636&rtpof=true&sd=true


Additional Assignment for AP Language and Composition (11th Grade)
Choose a book from the following list you have not yet read before and read it. Do not consult any type of notes
like Sparknotes but rely on your own interpretation. Your essay will be due on the �rst day of class.

● Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer
● Educated by Tara Westover
● The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot
● The Color of Water by James McBride

1. Annotate as you read, particularly for passages that are meaningful to you in some way, passages that
relate to or identify a theme, or passages that represent a pattern of literary or rhetorical devices. You
might consider the following devices: symbolism, �gurative language, description, anecdotes, the
appeals-(ethos, logos, pathos), �ashback, foreshadowing, and complex sentence structure.

2. In a multi-paragraph essay, write an analysis explaining how the author uses 2-3 primary rhetorical
devices to present his theme. Your introductory paragraph should have a clear thesis statement. You
may have two or three body paragraphs depending on the number of rhetorical devices you have
identi�ed. You must use textual evidence in each body paragraph.



12th Grade

Bible/English Book: Notes from the Tilt-A-Whirl
Bible Assignment

● Paper: Students will write a minimum 3-page paper stating their agreements and disagreements with
the book.

● Quiz: Students will have a short quiz on their �rst day of class. Students must be prepared to be
involved in the discussion of the chapters through the �rst week of school.

Additional Assignment for Dual Enrollment (DE) English 12
Each of the following works of non-�ction has a persuasive point. Choose one of the books below that you
have not read before and, after reading, complete 5 journal entries from the questions listed. Each journal
entry should be a minimum of 200 words. You must type your answers, be thorough, and use proper grammar
and spelling.

● Same Kind of Different as Me by RonHall, Denver Moore, and Lynne Vincent
● Outcasts United: An American Town, a Refugee Team, and OneWoman’s Quest to Make a

Difference byWarren St. John Do not read the Young Reader’s version
● The Sun Does Shine by Anthony Ray Hinton
● Riding the Bus with my Sister by Rachel Simon
● All Over but the Shoutin’ by Rick Bragg

1. Explain the author’s purpose in telling the story? Why is he/she telling it? Is there some greater motive?
If so, what is it and how do you know? Include textual evidence to support your answer.

2. What is the rhetorical context for your chosen book? In other words, what social, cultural, political,
or other circumstances motivated the author to write the book?What was going on in the world at
the time the book was written and published to prompt its creation?

3. What types of evidence or tools of persuasion does the author use to convince you?

4. How does the author address the counterargument, the opposing side?

5. The author of each of these books serves as a character within the story itself. What does this add to the
story?



Additional Assignment for Honors English 12
And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie

Please read the novel and complete the following assignment. There will also be a test on the novel during the
�rst week of school.

Essay Directions: ChooseONE of the prompts and write a well-developed essay. Your essay must include a
thesis, correct use of transitions, correct spelling and grammar, MLA format, and in-text citations where
applicable. Each essay should be a minimum of �ve paragraphs. The length of each paragraph should be as
follows: introduction—nomore than four sentences; body paragraphs--between �ve-ten sentences;
conclusion--no more than four sentences. Please put the number of your prompt on your essay.

1. Justice Wargrave feels that some of the guests on Indian Island (Soldier Island) are more guilty of
murder than others because of the degrees to which they were responsible for the deaths that took place
in their pasts. Do you agree that there are degrees of responsibility that can be assigned to those involved
in a death? Write a persuasive essay that uses examples from the book, examples from real life, and/or
hypothetical examples to support why you feel the way you do.

2. Several of the guests on Indian Island appear to be recognized, upstanding members of society who
contribute positively to their communities. Provide some examples of characters in this novel who
contribute positively to their communities. Can a person’s acts of service to others erase a poor decision
he or she has made in the past? If so, why, when, and how? If not, why not?

3. Emily Brent feels as though God will judge those who commit crimes. Vera Claythorne also suggests
that she feels similarly (though she doesn’t specify that she believes in God). Do you believe, as these
women appear to, that what goes around comes around?What reasons do you have for feeling the way
you do? Be sure to defend your answer by using real life examples, textual evidence (with correct in-text
citations), and/or hypothetical support.

4. Of all the guests who stay on Indian Island, which one deserves the most sympathy? Explain your
answer using speci�c evidence from the text with correct in-text citations.



Additional Assignment for AP Literature and Composition (12th Grade)
All of the following are coming-of-age novels, or bildungsromans, which recount the psychological or moral
development of a protagonist from youth to maturity, when this character recognizes his or her place in the
world. Choose a novel you have never read before from the list below.

Essay Prompt:After reading, select a single pivotal moment in the psychological or moral development of the
protagonist, and write a well-organized essay that analyzes how that single moment shapes the meaning of the
work as a whole.
*The “meaning of the work as a whole” is simply the theme of the novel.

You will turn in your essay on the �rst day of class. It should be typed, double-spaced, in 12 point Times New
Roman font. No direct quotes should be used in this essay. You will brie�y paraphrase the plot moment, use a
marker verb (reveals, highlights, communicates, etc.), and write commentary about how the plot moment
reveals the theme. Write the entire essay in literary present tense. A marker verb handout may be found by
simply completing a Google search: (Marker Verbs for Literary Analysis)

● Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte
● All the LightWe Cannot See by Anthony Doerr
● Peace Like a River by Leif Enger
● Northanger Abbey by Jane Austen

Tips for Organization of Body Paragraphs:

After choosing a “single pivotal moment,” craft the thesis to explore three arguable points about how that
moment “shapes the meaning of the work as a whole.” Naturally, the body paragraphs will contain a topic
sentence about one of the points and the commentary will connect that point to the theme.


