
































































































Oak Park and River Forest High School 
District 200 

201 North Scoville Avenue • Oak Park, IL  60302-2296 
 

TEL:   (708) 383-0700            WEB:  www.oprfhs.org             TTY/TDD:   (708) 524-5500            FAX:   (708) 434-3910 

TO:  Board of Education 
 
FROM:  Nathaniel L. Rouse, Principal 
 
DATE:  July 16, 2010 
 
RE:  Amendments to Student Handbook 
 
BACKGROUND 
Each year the Code of Conduct and other procedures are examined to determine if there are any needed revisions or 
changes.  We provided the BOE with those changes on June 24, 2010 (please see attached memo excerpts).  In reviewing 
our Student Handbook further, we would like to add three additional items to the Student Handbook.   
 
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
Student Handbook Changes 
 
A) 
To remind parents that we are not responsible for lost or stolen electronic devices, we would like to add the following 
disclaimer to our student handbook after our Cell Phone Policy.   
 
The disclaimer would read as follows: 
 
Oak Park and River Forest High School is NOT responsible for lost or stolen electronic devices.  
 
B) 
To continue our efforts to be transparent about how consequences are assigned progressively within our Code of Conduct, 
we would like to put an additional disclaimer that speaks to Chronic Disobedience after our Gross Disobedience and 
Misconduct section of our Code of Conduct.  We should also add “chronic disobedience**” to the list of bulleted items 
under Gross Disobedience and Misconduct.    
 
The disclaimer would read as follows:   
 
**Chronic Disobedience 
The repeated violation of school policies and procedures is prohibited.  If a student repeatedly violates school 
policies and procedures, the student may be suspended out of school for up to 10 days.   The dean may also refer 
the matter to the PSS Team.  The PSS Team may recommend expulsion for the student, which would then result in 
a Student Discipline Hearing (Please refer to the Procedures for Student Discipline Hearings described on the 
following page.).  
 
 
C)   
We also feel the need to add the following to the Handbook regarding Student Searches and the use of breathalyzers and 
non-invasive drug tests: 
 
Student Searches 
Students and their personal belongings are subject to search whenever school authorities have a reasonable 
suspicion that the search will produce evidence that the student has violated a school rule or the law.  Other 
property and areas are subject to search in accordance with the Illinois School Code. 
 
The Illinois School Code (10-22.6) provides as follows: 
“To maintain order and security in the schools, school authorities may inspect and search places and areas such as 
lockers, desks, parking lots, and other school property and equipment owned or controlled by the school, as well as 
personal effects left in those places and areas by students, without notice to or the consent of the student, and without a 
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search warrant. As a matter of public policy, the General Assembly finds that students have no reasonable expectation 
of privacy in these places and areas or in their personal effects left in these places and areas. School authorities may 
request the assistance of law enforcement officials for the purpose of conducting inspections and searches of lockers, 
desks, parking lots, and other school property and equipment owned or controlled by the school for illegal drugs, 
weapons, or other illegal or dangerous substances or materials, including searches conducted through the use of 
specially trained dogs. If a search conducted in accordance with this Section produces evidence that the student has 
violated or is violating either the law, local ordinance, or the school's policies or rules, such evidence may be seized by 
school authorities, and disciplinary action may be taken. School authorities may also turn over such evidence to law 
enforcement authorities.” 
 
Use of Breathalyzers and Non-Invasive Drug Tests 
The use of non-invasive drug tests (for marijuana) and breathalyzers (alcohol) is considered a search under the 
U.S. Constitution.  Therefore, if school personnel reasonably suspect that a student is under the influence at school 
or at a school-sponsored function, they will employ the use of such tests to determine whether or not a student has 
used marijuana or alcohol.  The use of such tests is in accordance with the Illinois School Code referenced above.     
 
D) 
After further exploration, we would like to remove the following recommended changes for the 2010-2011 School year 
from our Student Handbook in regards to Attendance and Cell Phones : 
 
Attendance: 

Excused Absences:  Parents would be allowed to call in and excuse a student’s absence without question six 
times (full day or partial day).  After the 6th call received, students must provide written documentation to 
the attendance office in order for the absence to be excused. The document must be brought in by the 
student to the attendance office upon their first day returning to school.  Acceptable documentation 
includes notes from doctors, dentists, therapists/counselors, court appearances, obituaries.  Hand-written 
notes from parents would not be accepted.  Our current attendance policy calls for students to be dropped 
from a class or receive no credit if they accumulate 12 total absences.  The count of 12 includes excused and 
unexcused absences. 

 
Cell Phones: 
           Implement a new policy that stipulates that confiscated phones will be kept for specified periods of time that 
progressively increase with the number of times a student gets a phone confiscated.  Current consequences from 
the code of conduct would be administered according to offense.  In addition to the consequence, the following 
could occur: 
1st offense: phone is kept until the end of the current or next week. 
2nd offense:   phone is kept until the end of the current or next month. 
3rd offense:   phone is kept until the end of the current or next quarter.    
4th offense:   phone is kept until the end of the current semester or school year.   
Parents/guardians continue to be the only people that can pick up a phone. 
   
 
   
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION  (OR FUTURE DIRECTIONS) 
Approve the additional modifications to the 2010-2011 Student Handbook.     
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