






 
Resolution Recognizing 2011 National Merit Program  

Commended Students 
 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Education recognizes that high school students enter the 
National Merit Program by taking the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®)–a test which serves as an initial screen of approximately 
1.5 million entrants each year–and by meeting published program entry/participation. 
 

WHEREAS, In late September, more than two-thirds (about 34,000) of the 
approximately 50,000 high scorers on the PSAT/NMSQT® received Letters of 
Commendation in recognition of their outstanding academic promise.  

 
WHEREAS, Commended Students are named on the basis of a nationally applied 

Selection Index score that may vary from year to year and is below the level required for 
participants to be named Semifinalists in their respective states. Although Commended 
Students do not continue in the competition for National Merit® Scholarships, some of these 
students do become candidates for Special Scholarships sponsored by corporations and 
businesses.    

WHEREAS, the Board of Education recognizes that the following students were 
one of the highest scoring entrants in Illinois and were notified that they qualified as 
Commended Students in the National Merit Scholarship Program: 
 
 
 

Rebecca L. Baiman 
Rachel E. Brade 
Max C. Drickey 
Eric K. Duwe 
Emma K. Dwyer 
Sarah N. Green 
Colin I. Haber 
Darcy L. Hargadon 
Lindsey E. Jones  
Molly D. Kovats 

Ellen N. Lesser 
Jeffrey M. Levrant 
Isabelle P. Neyland 
Caleb D. Nordgren 
Rachel L. Shannon 
Emma C. Silverman 
Eric V. Thomas 
Russell J. Trenary 
Cameron Uslander 
Daniel A. Weissglass 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education of the 

Oak Park and River Forest High School District 200 applaud these students on their 
achievement.   

 
 
 
     Board of Education 
     Oak Park and River Forest School System 
     District 200, County of Cook, 
     State of Illinois 
 
     ____________________________ 
     President 

 
 
ATTEST: 
_________________________ 
Secretary 
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Racial Distribution by Year
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Class Size With Historical Data
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Associate School Enrollment
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September 23, 2010 
 
 
The regular Board meeting of the Board of Education of the Oak Park and River Forest High School 
was held on Thursday evening, September 23, 2010, in the Board Room.   
 
Call to Order President Millard called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.  The following Board 

of Education members were present:  John C. Allen, IV, Jacques A. Conway, 
Terry Finnegan, Dr. Ralph H. Lee, Dr. Dietra D. Millard, Amy McCormack, and 
Sharon Patchak-Layman.  Also present were: Steven T. Isoye, Superintendent; 
Michael Carioscio, Chief Technology Officer; Amy Hill, Director of Assessment 
and Research; Philip M. Prale, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources; 
Nathaniel L. Rouse, Principal; Lauren M. Smith, Director of Human Resources; 
Cheryl L. Witham, Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer; and Gail Kalmerton, 
Executive Assistant/Clerk of the Board. 

 
Visitors The Board of Education welcomed the following visitors: Kay Foran, 

Communications and Community Relations Coordinator; James Paul Hunter, 
Faculty Senate Executive Committee Chair; Vanessa Hughes and Allison Meyers, 
OPRFHS faculty members; Nancy Leavy of the League of Women Voters; John 
Bokum, community member, Jim Jaworksi of the Chicago Tribune, and Terry 
Dean of the Wednesday Journal 

 
Changes to the Item XIV. C. Affirm, Amend, or Abandon the Financial Resolution dated January 22,  
Agenda 2008 under “Other” was moved to Agenda Item to X. C. under Finance. 
 
Status of FOIA  Dr. Millard reported that two FOIA requests were resolved. 
Requests    
 
Recognition Dr. Millard moved to approve the Resolution Recognizing the 2011 Semifinalists in  
Resolution the National Merit Scholarship Competition, the 2011 Semifinalists in the National 

Achievement Scholarship Competition and the Student Eligible for the 2011 
National Hispanic Recognition Program; seconded by Dr. Lee.  A roll call vote 
resulted in all ayes.  Motion carried.   

  
  2011 Semifinalists in the National Merit Scholarship Competition   

Sophianna R. Banholzer 
Owen J. Brady 
Benjamin J. Carbery 
Lucy L. Gill 
Noah W. Gilmore 
Jacob S. Ginn 
Matthew S. Goodsmith 
James B. Hanley 

William B. Hardwicke 
Benjamin J. Mildenhall 
Lucille J. Msall 
William B. Reynolds-Ejzak 
Izsak M. Sheft 
John T. Verticchio 
Mark A. Wallace 

 
2011 Semifinalists in the National Achievement Scholarship Competition 
Camille C. Gauthier 
Camille M. Scott 
Anthony R. Stapleton 

 
  





















6) Because Agile Mind Program was not found effective, it was replaced with the 
Inspire Program by Texas Instruments to alter Algebra I and II Courses; additional 
professional development was provided.  

7) The Algebra II course for juniors focuses on the PSAE.  When seniors, one teacher 
works with them in the area of formative assessment.  

 
 The District is discussing how it can move those subgroups that have not moved 

consistently near the projected line in Tables 18 and 19.  While the outcomes could be 
affected by placements, attendance, discipline rates, etc., the District must understand 
the school-related factors and address them.  Mr. Prale suggested that the Board of 
Education and the community vote wisely regarding NCLB at the state level.  In the 
areas of Supplemental Educational Services (SES), OPRFHS is mandated to work with 
outside vendors to provide these services, a time-consuming endeavor and OPRFHS is 
a small market for the vendors.  If schools were allowed to hire their own tutors to 
teach their own students, i.e., working in the schools and with their curricula, a 
difference would be made.     

 
 Ms. Hill added that the District is investing in professional development and providing 

teachers with active feedback to change their teaching strategies.  Research on learning 
targets and formative assessments have shown to move struggling students rather than 
just those at the top.  This could be a gap closure and the District is moving in that 
direction.  Last Friday, a professional development day was devoted to learning targets 
and training people to train others.  Ms. Patchak-Layman asked if that would then 
become part of the evaluation of school staff.  Mr. Prale stated that Division Heads 
would talk with their faculty about targets when they do their observations, particularly 
in those basic and core classes where the District is not meeting or exceeding AYP  

 Mr. Isoye stated that some great work was occurring in the area of formative 
assessment.  Next week, staff was going to a train-the-trainer program and these will be 
ongoing.  The work is being deliberate to give the staff the formative assessment tools.  
The information is being spread about what to do next.  

 
Approval of  Dr. Millard moved to approve the open and closed session minutes of  
Minutes  of August 19, 26, September 10, and 14, 2010, and declared that the audiotapes of the 

closed sessions dated December 2008 be destroyed; seconded by Mr. Finnegan.  A roll 
all vote resulted in six ayes and one nay.  Ms. Patchak-Layman voted nay.  Motion 
carried. 

 
Recognition of  Dr. Millard moved to approve the application for Recognition of Schools (attached to  
Schools  and made a part of the minutes of this meeting); seconded by Dr. Lee.  A roll call vote  
 resulted in all ayes.  Motion carried. 
 

Mr. Rouse noted that the administrative rules are reviewed.   
 
Non Agenda Items None  
 
Closed Session  At 9:41 p.m., on Thursday, September 23, 2010, Dr. Millard moved to go into closed 

session to and Litigation, when an action against, affecting or on behalf of the 
particular District has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative 
tribunal, or when the District finds that an action is probably or imminent, in 
which case the basis for the finding shall be recorded and entered into the closed 



meeting minutes.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(11); Collective negotiating matters between 
the District and its employees or their representatives or deliberations 
concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees. 5 ILCS 
120/2(c)(2); seconded by Mr. Finnegan.  A roll call vote resulted in all yes.  Motion 
carried. 

 
 At 10:30 p.m. on Thursday, September 23, 2010, the Board of Education 

resumed its open session. 
 
Agreement with Dr. Millard moved to approve the agreement with the Illinois Department of  
IDPH Public Health, as presented; seconded by Mr. Conway.  A roll call vote 

resulted in all ayes.  Motion carried. 
 

Adjournment   At 10:33 p.m. on Thursday, September 23, 2010, Dr. Millard moved to 
adjourn the Board of Education meeting; seconded by Mr. Conway.  A roll 
call vote resulted in all ayes.  Motion carried.   

 
 
 
 
 
 Dr. Dietra D. Millard     Terry Finnegan 

President     Secretary   
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 October 14, 2010 
 

A special meeting of the Board of Education of the Oak Park and River Forest 
High School was held on Thursday, October 14, 2010, in the Board Room of the 
high school. 

 
Call to Order President Millard called the meeting to order at 12:25 p.m.  A roll call indicated 

the following members were present: John C. Allen, Terry Finnegan, Dr. Ralph 
H. Lee, Amy Leafe McCormack, Dr. Dietra D. Millard, and Sharon Patchak-
Layman.  Also present was Steven T. Isoye, Superintendent; Nathaniel L. 
Rouse, Principal; and Gail Kalmerton, Executive Assistant/Clerk of the Board 
of Education. 

 
Visitors None 
 
Closed Session At 12:29 p.m., Dr. Millard moved to enter to closed session for the 

purpose of discussing Litigation, when an action against, affecting or on 
behalf of the particular District has been filed and is pending before a 
court or administrative tribunal, or when the District finds that an action 
is probably or imminent, in which case the basis for the finding shall be 
recorded and entered into the closed meeting minutes 5 ILCS 
120/2(c)(11) and Student Disciplinary cases 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(10); 
seconded by Dr. Lee.  A roll call vote resulted in all ayes.  Motion 
carried. 

 
 At 1:28 p.m., the Board of Education resumed its open session. 
 
Student Discipline Dr. Millard moved to expel SUS EXP 10-14-10-2 through June 2011 to 

be held in abeyance upon successful completion at an alternative 
placement and the student will be placed on social probation through 
June 2011 unless the professionals recommend other action relative to 
social probation; seconded by Dr. Lee.  A roll call vote resulted in five 
ayes and one nay.  Ms. Patchak-Layman voted nay.  Motion carried 

 
Adjournment  At 1:30 p.m. on Thursday, October 14, 2010, Dr. Lee moved to adjourn 

the Special Board Meeting; seconded by Ms. McCormack.  A roll call 
vote resulted in all ayes.  Motion carried.  

 
 
 
 
 
  Dr. Dietra D. Millard     Terry Finnegan 
  President      Secretary 
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