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To:  Instruction Committee of the Board of Education 

From:  Amy Hill 

Date: September 16, 2010 

Re: ACT Score Summary for the Class of 2010 and PSAE Score Summary for the Class of 2011 

 

BACKGROUND: 

In the graduating class of 2010, 765 students took one or more ACT tests. Results of those tests are summarized 

in this report, as are the results of the 2010 Prairie State Achievement Exam for 747 students in the class of 

2011. 

 

SUMMARY: 

ACT Composite and Scale Scores 

Average aggregate ACT scores for the class of 2010 represent achievement well above state and national 

averages as well as the highest ACT achievement of any OPRFHS graduating class in the past ten years (Tables 

1 and 2). The 2010 average composite, 24.4, was .5 points higher than the 2009 average (23.9); this increase 

compares to relatively flat state and national trend lines (Table 2). Disaggregating the data reveals that while 

each racial/ethnic group at OPRFHS had higher average scores than their peers at the state and national levels, 

score gaps persist between racial groups at OPRF: White and Asian students’ average scores were 7-8 points 

higher than Black students’ averages and 3-4 points higher than Hispanic students’ averages in all subject areas 

and the composite. Analysis also reveals lower average outcomes for OPRFHS Special Education students than 

for General Education students, with differences of 5-7 points across the subject areas and the composite (Table 

3). 

 

ACT College Readiness Benchmarks 

In the aggregate, OPRFHS 2010 graduates scored at or above ACT College Readiness Benchmark scores 

(CRBs) at higher rates than their peers across the state and nation, with 47% scoring at or above the CRBs in all 

four subjects, compared to 22% of Illinois graduates and 23% of the nation’s ACT-tested graduates (Table 5).  

The OPRFHS class of 2010 outperformed their 2009 counterparts in CRB rates in every subject area, 

continuing an apparent upward trend among OPRFHS graduates over the past six years (Table 6).  When the 

College Readiness Benchmark data were disaggregated, there were considerable differences among racial 

groups at OPRFHS and between our General Education and Special Education students. While 62% of White 

students in the class of 2010 met CRBs in all four subject areas, for Black students the rate was 11%.  15% of 

Special Education students achieved or surpassed all four CRBs, compared to 50% of General Education 

students (Table 7). Over the past five years, we have seen an overall increase in the rates of CRB attainment 

among White, Black, and Special Education students (Table 8).  

 

Growth Trends from PLAN to ACT 

693 students in the class of 2010 had freshman year PLAN test scores that were compared to their ACT scores 

to provide a measure of their academic growth in high school. Those data have been disaggregated by PLAN 

test scoring ranges and by race. In Tables 9-12, data are grouped into pairs of columns, with the left-hand 

column in each pair portraying data for White students and the right-hand column depicting data for Black 

students.  Data are not reported for groups of five or fewer students, which explains why in some cases one  
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column of the pair is missing. In other cases, very small numbers of one racial group are compared to relatively 

large numbers of the other racial group (e.g. in the 20-23 scoring range in Table 10, where data for 119 White 

students are compared to data for 15 Black students).  Given statistical anomalies present with small sample 

sizes, it is important to acknowledge that such comparisons present challenges for drawing meaningful 

conclusions about the students in those particular groups. Still, the overall pattern that appears in the 

disaggregated growth analysis is clear: student growth rates varied by race and to some extent by the student’s 

initial PLAN scoring range. Black students experienced less growth from PLAN to ACT test scores compared 

to White students with similar baseline scores on the PLAN. In most of the comparison groups, White students’ 

average growth exceeded expected growth rates (of roughly two points per school year) while Black students’ 

average growth fell below expected rates. Two notable exceptions to this pattern were for Black students with 

the lowest initial PLAN scores in Reading and Math, where growth averaged 5 and 4.4 points, respectively. 

Growth differentials between White and Black students were smallest in Math (Table 10) and most pronounced 

in Science among students scoring 13-19 on the PLAN test. Growth analyses were not completed for other 

racial groups because the small sizes of those groups, spread across the PLAN scoring ranges, produced 

numbers too small to be meaningful.  

 

PSAE Results 

Results from the 2010 PSAE (class of 2011) bear some similarities to those described for the Class of 2010 

ACT.  OPRFHS students’ rates of meeting and exceeding were at least 15 percentage points higher in all 

subject areas compared to Illinois students (Table 13).  Tables 14-17 reflect student outcomes at OPRFHS that 

differed by race, Special Education status, and income status (note that disaggregated state-level data are not 

currently available for comparison). Tables 14-16 depict the performance of the whole group and of each 

subgroup in Reading, Math, and Science. Note that the number of students in each group varies considerably—

for example, the third column summarizes the results for 18 Asian/Pacific Islander students, while the seventh 

column shows results for 435 White students. Proportions of each group scoring at each performance level 

(Warning, Below Standards, Meets Standards, Exceeds Standards) are shown by the different colors within each 

column, and the number of students at each level appears within the colored portions of each column. These 

tables indicate that the modal performance level for Asian, Hispanic, White, and Multiracial students is “Meets 

Standards”, while the modal performance level for Black, Special Education, and Low Income students is 

“Below Standards.” 

 

Positive indicators from this year’s PSAE data include higher Meets/Exceeds rates in Reading, Math, and 

Science for Special Education students and low income students, as well as higher success rates in Science for 

Black (slight increase), Hispanic, and Multracial/ethnic students compared to 2009 (Tables 18, 20, and 22). 

Overall performance in Reading, Math, and Science was lower in 2010 compared to 2009 (Tables 18, 20, and 

22). At the state level, 2010 Reading performance was also lower than in 2009, while 2010 rates of 

Meets/Exceeds in Math and Science were up from 2009. 

 

Table 17 summarizes our 2010 status with regard to Adequate Yearly Progress. With a minimum performance 

target of 77.5% in Reading and Math, our aggregate group fell short in both subjects. Among the subgroups, 

White students and Special Education students made AYP in Reading and Math, and Low Income students 

made AYP in Math. Black students and multiracial students did not make AYP in Reading or Math, and Low 

Income students missed the mark in Reading.  

 

Tables 18-23 provide a longer view of our PSAE results over the past ten years. Rates of meeting and exceeding 

standards have fluctuated in that time span, and in 2010 our overall rates were somewhat lower than they were 

when the test was first administered in 2001. Two comparisons seem apt:  
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 The overall state results in Reading and Math over the past ten years mirror those just described for 

OPRFHS. In other words, at the state level there has been no significant or sustained increase in 

aggregate student performance on the PSAE as a result of No Child Left Behind accountability 

requirements and sanctions.  

 

 Flat or slightly declining overall PSAE trend lines for OPRFHS cohorts from 2001-2010 are in contrast 

with overall OPRF ACT results, which have steadily increased in the same time span (Tables 2 and 6). 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Among the many data sets presented in this report, the most useful are those that indicate growth patterns for 

students during their high school years. PSAE and ACT data provide a snapshot of a student’s test performance 

at a given point in time, and while those data contribute to an understanding of the overall effectiveness of the 

academic program at OPRFHS, they do not clearly account for differences in student academic readiness. 

Because they lack a baseline data point, they also do not highlight the differential impact of the student’s 

experience while in high school. In contrast, the growth data raise a number of questions about why student 

growth rates might differ. What high school experiences or factors—course taking patterns, grades earned, 

attendance and discipline records, co-curricular involvement, for example—might correlate with growth rates 

that vary by race? To answer this question and to continue to address student outcomes that differ on the basis 

of race, the following steps are recommended: 

 

 For selected groups of students represented in the growth data charts, begin to mine Skyward data to 

identify their initial course placements and subsequent courses in the core academic areas; grades 

earned; attendance and discipline records; co-curricular participation; and other data fields that may 

provide insight regarding differences in the students’ high school experience. 

 Add a field to Skyward for indicating a student’s participation in specific test preparation courses, and 

include that field among those that are analyzed for correlations with test score growth. 

 Analyze the results of the data mining to identify patterns that correlate with differential growth 

outcomes. District and building leaders should then develop action plans for addressing one or more 

evident contributing factor(s) that lead(s) to student outcomes that differ by race. 

 Establish a goal to reduce by 25% test score differentials among student cohorts, beginning with the 

class of 2012.
1
 

 Continue to share growth data with District and building leaders and with faculty. These conversations 

have already begun and have produced a sense of urgency to respond more effectively to provide an 

equitable and excellent high school experience for all students.  

 Continue work to improve the equity and excellence of teaching and learning by research-proven 

strategies, including the implementation of learning targets, formative assessments, progress monitoring 

of struggling students, and common assessments. 

 Continue to implement school-wide professional development in Courageous Conversations about Race. 

Make these data and other relevant data sets a point of reference for our work. 
  

                                                            
1 Since a large proportion of students in the class of 2011 will already have completed their ACT testing by the time of this report, our 

ability to influence their learning in time to be reflected in ACT end scores is necessarily limited. A focus on the class of 2012, most 

of whom have yet to take an ACT, provides better opportunities for effective intervention. 
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ACT Data for the OPRFHS Class of 2010 

 

 

 

 *Data exclude scores for students who tested with accommodations. 

 

ENGLISH MATH READING SCIENCE COMPOSITE

LOCAL (N=765) 24.1 23.6 24.9 23.3 24.1

LOCAL (N=724)* 24.5 24 24.9 23.6 24.4

STATE (N=145,520)* 20.3 20.7 20.8 20.5 20.7

NATIONAL (N=1,568,835)* 20.5 21 21.3 20.9 21
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Table 1
Local, State, and National ACT Averages, Class of 2010

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Local* 23.6 22.6 22.9 22.9 23.2 23.4 23.8 23.5 23.9 24.4

State* 21.6 20.1 20.3 20.3 20.3 20.5 20.5 20.7 20.8 20.7

National* 21 20.8 20.9 20.9 20.9 21.1 21.2 21.1 21.1 21
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25

Table 2
Average ACT Composite, 2001-2010

Local, State, and National Comparison
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ACT Data for the OPRFHS Class of 2010 

 
 

 

*Prior to 2006, we relied upon racial/ethnic disaggregations provided by ACT, and this analysis included subgroups for White, Black, 

Asian,  Mexican-American/Chicano, and Puerto Rican/Hispanic students. Beginning in 2006, we began to use OPRF data to 

deriveracial/ethnic subgroups, including White, Black, Asian, Hispanic, and Multiracial students. 

English Math Reading Scienc e Composite

All Students  (N = 765) 24.1 23.6 24.9 23.3 24.1

General Ed (N = 657) 25.1 24.5 25.7 24.0 25.0

Special Ed/504 (N = 108) 17.9 18.0 20.3 18.6 18.8

White (N = 454) 27.1 26.0 27.7 25.5 26.7

Black (N = 201) 17.6 18.5 19.0 18.6 18.6

Asian (N = 20) 26.5 26.2 27.7 25.4 26.6

Hispanic (N = 53) 22.9 22.2 23.3 22.1 22.8

Multiracial/ethnic (N = 37) 23.3 21.7 23.9 22.0 22.9

0.0
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30.0

Table 3
Average ACT Scores, OPRFHS Class of 2010

Disaggregated by Race, Economic  Background, and Accommodations

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

White 25.6 24.9 25.1 24.9 26 25.1 25.7 25.6 25.7 26.7

Black 18.2 18.5 18.4 18.9 19.9 18.1 17.9 18.3 18 18.6

Asian 24.2 26 24.3 22.9 23 24.5 23.8 25 24.7 26.6

Hispanic 21.6 21.9 22.6 20.2 22.8

Multiracial 23.2 22.6 22.6 22.9

Mexican-American/Chicano 19 23.6 21.4 21.7 22.5

Puerto Rican/Hispanic 20.5 21 22.9 22.4 20.3

15
17
19
21
23
25
27
29

Table 4
Average OPRFHS ACT Composite, 2001-2010

Disaggregated by Race/Ethnicity*
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ACT Data for the OPRFHS Class of 2010 

 

 *Data exclude scores for students who tested with accommodations. 

 

 

English Math Reading Science All Four Subjects

Local 79 62 71 49 45

Local* 82 66 72 51 47

State* 66 40 48 27 22

National* 67 42 53 28 23
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Table 5 
Percent of Students in the Class of 2010 Achieving ACT College Readiness 

Benchmarks
Local, State, and National Comparison

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

English 78 78 81 81 80 79 82

Math 58 59 58 61 58 62 66

Reading 64 64 70 69 67 67 72

Science 36 41 43 47 45 46 51

All Four Subjects 32 37 39 42 39 42 47
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Table 6
Percent of  OPRFHS Students Achieving ACT College Readiness Benchmarks 

2004-2010
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ACT Data for the OPRFHS Class of 2010 

 

 

English Math Reading Science
All Four 
Subjects

All Students (N =765) 79 62 71 49 45

General Ed (N = 657) 85 69 76 54 50

Special Ed/504 (N = 108) 46 22 41 19 15

White (N = 454) 93 79 87 66 62

Black (N = 201) 47 25 36 15.0 11

Asian (N = 20) 90 85 85 60 55

Hispanic (N = 53) 77 58 62 43 40

Multiracial/ethnic (N = 37) 86 49 65 32 19

0
20
40
60
80

100

Table 7
Percent of OPRFHS Students, Class of 2010, Achieving ACT College Readiness 

Benchmarks 
Disaggregated by Race, Economic Background, and Accommodations

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

All 39 42 39 42 47

White 49 55 52 53 62

Black 6 5 9 9 11

Asian 59 50 51 50 55

Hispanic 29 26 29 21 40

Multiracial 33 33 40 19

Special Education 6 6 15 20 15
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Table 8
Percent of OPRFHS Graduates Achieving ACT College Readiness Benchmarks in 

All Four Subjects, 2006-2010
Disaggregated by Race/Ethnicity and Accommodations
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Score Growth for the Class of 2010: Freshman Year PLAN Test to ACT 
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PLAN Scoring Range by Race (W = White, B =  Black)

Table 9
English Growth Comparison--White and Black Students

Average PLAN Score Average Growth, PLAN to ACT

9.9 9.9
14.6 14.3

17.6 17.2
21.3 20.7

25.2 25.1
28.9

6.4 5

3.3 2.1

5.7
3.5

6.2
4.3

4.5 2.2

3.4
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PLAN Scoring Range by Race (W = White, B =  Black)

Table 10
Math Growth Comparison--White and Black Students

Average PLAN Score Average Growth, PLAN to ACT
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Score Growth for the Class of 2010: Freshman Year PLAN Test to ACT 
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PLAN Scoring Range by Race (W = White, B =  Black)

Table 11
Reading Growth Comparison--White and Black Students

Average PLAN Score Average Growth, PLAN to ACT

10.9
14.5 14.2

17.6 17.1
21.3 21.1

24.4
29.4

3.4

5.7
1.8

5.2
1.7

5.1
2.9

4.4

2.1
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35

PLAN Scoring Range by Race (W = White, B =  Black)

Table 12
Science Growth Comparison--White and Black Students

Average PLAN Score Average Growth, PLAN to ACT
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2010 PSAE Results (Class of 2011) 

 

 

 

Reading Math Science

Local 69.3 65.7 67.6

State 54 52.7 52.4
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Table 13
2010 PSAE Results--Percent of Students Meeting/Exceeding 

Standards
Local and State Comparison

47

1

0
32 3 2 9 28 19
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25
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89

39 72

361
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Table 14

PSAE Reading 2010
Number and Percent of Students at Each Performance Level 

Disaggregated by Race, Gender, Accommodations, and Income Status

Warning Below Meets Exceeds
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2010 PSAE Results (Class of 2011) 
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Table 15

PSAE Math 2010
Number and Percent of Students at Each Performance Level 

Disaggregated by Race, Gender, Accommodations, and Income Status

Warning Below Meets Exceeds
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2010 PSAE Results (Class of 2011) 
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Table 16

PSAE Science 2010
Number and Percent of Students at Each Performance Level 

Disaggregated by Race, Gender, Accommodations, and Income Status

Warning Below Meets Exceeds
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Table 17 

2010 Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) Status Report 
Calculated based on 08/31/10 Approved Assessment Data and E-report Card 86-43 Data  

Is this school making AYP?  No 

Is this school making AYP in reading?  No 

Is this school making AYP in mathematics?  No 
 

  

Has this school been identified for School Improvement according to the AYP 

specification of the federal No Child Left Behind Act? 
 Yes 

2010-11 Federal Improvement Status  Restructuring Implementation 

2010-11 State Improvement Status  Academic Watch Status Year 4 
 

 

  Percent Tested on State Tests Percent Meeting/Exceeding Standard* Other Indicators 

  Reading Mathematics Reading Mathematics 
Attendance 

Rate 
Graduation Rate 

  % 
Met 

AYP 
% 

Met 

AYP 
% 

Safe 

Harbor 

Target** 

Met 

AYP 
% 

Safe 

Harbor 

Target** 

Met 

AYP 
% 

Met 

AYP 
% 

Met 

AYP 

 State AYP 

 Minimum Target 

95.0 
 

95.0 
 

77.5 
  

77.5 
  

91.0 
 

80.0 
 

 ALL 99.1 Yes 99.1 Yes 69.3 

 

No 65.7 

 

No 

  

93.6 Yes 

 White 99.6 Yes 99.6 Yes 87.2 

 

Yes 83.1 

 

Yes 

    

 Black 99.6 Yes 99.6 Yes 37.7 48.6 No 34.1 40.8 No 

  

90.9 

 

 Hispanic 

              

 Asian/Pacific 

 Islander 
              

 Native American 

              

 Multiracial/Ethnic 100.0 Yes 100.0 Yes 64.4 

 

No 62.2 

 

No 

    

 Students with 

 Disabilities 
99.2 Yes 99.2 Yes 41.3 45.3 Yes 36.4 32.1 Yes 

  

98.2 

 

 Economically 

 Disadvantaged 
100.0 Yes 100.0 Yes 35.1 41.5 No 29.8 31.4 Yes 

  

100.0 

 
 

Three conditions required for making Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) are: 
 

 

1. At least 95% tested in reading and mathematics for every student group. If the current year participation rate is less than 95%, 
this condition may be met if the average of the current and preceding year rates is at least 95%, or if the average of the current 
and two preceding years is at least 95%. Only actual participation rates are printed. If the participation rate printed is less than 
95% and yet this school makes AYP, it means that the 95% condition was met by averaging.  

2. At least 77.5% meeting/exceeding standards in reading and mathematics for every group. For any group with less than 77.5% 
meeting/exceeding standards, a 95% confidence interval was applied. Subgroups may meet this condition through Safe Harbor 
provisions.***  

3. At least 91.0% attendance rate for non-high schools and at least 80.0% graduation rate for high schools. 

 

* Includes only students enrolled as of 5/01/2009. 

 

** Safe Harbor Targets of 77.5% or above are not printed. 

 

*** Subgroups with fewer than 45 students are not reported. Safe Harbor only applies to subgroups of 45 or more. In order for Safe Harbor 

to apply, a subgroup must decrease by 10% the percentage of scores that did not meet standards from the previous year plus meet the other 

indicators (attendance rate for non-high schools and graduation rate for high schools) for the subgroup. For subgroups that do not meet their 

Safe Harbor Targets, a 75% confidence interval is applied. Safe Harbor allows schools an alternate method to meet subgroup minimum 

targets on achievement. 
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PSAE LONGITUDINAL ANALYSIS 

 

 

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

AYP Target 40 40 47.5 47.5 55 62.5 70 77.5

All 75 72 71.9 71.4 76.6 75 66.5 67.4 73.3 69.3

Females 79 73.7 78.6 74.3 81.3 77.9 70 68.8 76.8 71.8

Males 71 70.5 66.1 68.4 71.1 75 63.4 66 69.7 66.8

Students with IEPs 40 28.9 34.7 38.2 40.7 31 35.8 37.6 33.7 39.3

Free/Reduced Lunch 40 35.3 36.7 30.4 47.4 37.3 29.4 29.3 33.6 34.4
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Table 18
Percent Meets/Exceeds in Reading, 2001-2010 

Disaggregated by Gender, Accommodations, and Economic Background

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

AYP Target 40 40 47.5 47.5 55 62.5 70 77.5

White 88 83.5 84.3 85.8 85.9 86 81.3 84.4 88.5 87.4

Black 41 42.3 41.9 44.8 52.5 46.1 30.9 32.2 41 37.2

Hispanic 67 59.2 71.5 65.9 61.8 75.8 57.2 45.3 64.8 53.1

Asian/Pacific Islander 65 81 82.4 60 85.7 61.9 75 63.4 70 66.7

Multiracial/ethnic 82 76.9 71.8 72.6 76.3 64.4
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Table 19
Percent Meets/Exceeds in Reading, 2001-2010 

Disaggregated by Race/Ethnicity
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PSAE LONGITUDINAL ANALYSIS 

 

 

 

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

AYP Target 40 40 47.5 47.5 55 62.5 70 77.5

All 67 70 69.7 69 65.8 71.8 67.7 68.6 68 65.7

Females 65 69.3 71.8 65.6 67.2 71.1 67.4 66.5 70.7 65.5

Males 70 69.8 67.8 72.4 64.3 72.6 68 70.5 65.3 65.9

Students with IEPs 18 22.2 26.5 34.2 29.7 35.3 35 28.7 20.2 33.9

Free/Reduced Lunch 30 23.5 40.8 17.9 24.6 30.6 21.4 30.4 22.9 29.1
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Table 20 
Percent Meets/Exceeds in Math, 2001-2010 

Disaggregated by Gender, Accommodations, and Economic Background

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

AYP Target 40 40 47.5 47.5 55 62.5 70 77.5

White 83 82.3 84.4 85.2 80.4 85.3 84.1 83.9 85.2 83.2

Black 25 32.9 34.1 38.5 27.8 33.2 29.9 31.7 32.8 33.5

Hispanic 56 62.9 60.7 59.1 58.8 72.7 60.7 57.1 54.5 53.1

Asian/Pacific Islander 64 90.5 76.5 68 81 80.9 82.2 90 90 66.7

Multiracial/ethnic 64 74.3 58.9 70.6 60.5 62.2
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Table 21
Percent Meets/Exceeds in Math, 2001-2010 

Disaggregated by Race/Ethnicity
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PSAE LONGITUDINAL ANALYSIS 

 

 

 

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

All Students 70 70.2 67.7 67.9 68.5 69.7 68 68.2 68.7 67.6

Females 66 68.7 70 64.2 70.1 67 68.9 67.9 69.6 68.1

Males 73 70.2 65.8 71.5 66.6 72.3 67.3 68.4 67.7 67

Students with IEPs 26 20 28.6 30.3 27.5 34.1 36.7 27.7 23.2 30.3

Free/Reduced Lunch 27 23.5 36.7 25 26.4 18.7 25.3 26.1 23.8 33.1
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Table 22 
Percent Meets/Exceeds in Science, 2001-2010 

Disaggregated by Gender, Accommodations, and Economic Status

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

White 85 83 83.2 85.1 82.8 85.1 82.4 85.1 85.9 85.3

Black 30 34.3 31.6 36.9 29.7 27.5 34 29.6 33.3 34.9

Hispanic 55 48.1 61.3 59.1 58.8 69.7 64.3 47.6 54.5 59.3

Asian/Pacific Islander 72 76.2 64.7 56 85.7 66.7 78.6 86.6 75 72.2

Multiracial/ethnic 72 69.2 66.7 72.6 71.1 60
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Table 23
Percent Meets/Exceeds in Science, 2001-2010 

Disaggregated by Race/Ethnicity
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