OAK PARK and RIVER FOREST HIGH SCHOOL
201 N. Scoville Ave., Oak Park, Illinois 60302

BOARD OF EDUCATION
INSTRUCTION COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
Monday, November 3, 2007
7:30 a.m.
Board Room

AGENDA
1 Call to Order Jacques A. Conway
1L Approval of Minutes Philip M. Prale
I Report on MSAN Student Conference Jason Edgecombe
V. Summer School Report Dale Craft
V. Requested Information Philip M. Prale

VI Teacher Learning Teams 2007-2008 (tentative) Philip M. Prale

VII.  Discussion of Plan to Raise Student Attila J. Weninger
Achievement

Copies to: Instruction Committee Members, Dr. Dietra Millard, Chair
Dr. Ralph H. Lee, Sharon Patchak Layman
Board Members
Administrators
Director of Community Relations and Communications



2007 SUMMER SCHOOI, REPORT

The Oak Park and River Forest High School’s summer program served 1168 students with
combined paid registrations totaling 1630 opportunities for enrichment or remedial credit.
There were 14 sections of Health, six of Art Foundations and Consumer Hducation, and
four of Keyboarding. The English division presented nine offerings to help students
improve their academic petformance. The history division offered two general classes and
four classes for remediation credit. The mathematics division ran fourteen sections of
courses allowing students to fulfill a credit due to a failure or to advance their mathematics
course work. Driver Education continues to be a popular offering and again was filled to
capacity. We continued to offer enrichment cousses in pottery, photography, computer
animation and musical theater. The science division offered four stimulating field study
opportunities in Tennessce, Florida, Costa Rica and Canada.

An ongoing challenge is to have summer school classes reflect the same high quality
curriculum as the regular school year. In light of this, an attempt was made to evaluate and
improve the health education curriculum for the summer session. We were fortunate to
have the district’s primary health teacher, Jeremy Colquhoun, work on standardizing the
cugriculum and offering a common exam based on district expectations. Jeremy also joined
us as a teacher this summer and provided a vital link to the six other non-district teachers.
Classroom observations of non-district teachers in other subject areas also challenged me to
seek improvement in our Consumer Education offerings before the next summer school

SCSS10n.

The summer school budget ended with a slight deficit of §235.71. We wotked diligently to
hold down expenses and cancelled several classes when enrollment did not justify another
section. We piloted online registration with RevIrak on a limited basis and found the
system to be a great convenience for the community. We plan to fully implement this
process for next year’s registration.

The Oak Park Youth Township Service again provided close to $3500 in funding for
students in need through the Work/Study Volunteer Program. Thirty-five students
participated in the program to substdize the cost of either academic classes or sports camps.
Altogether, these students performed over 750 hours of volunteer service for the benefit of
the (Qak Park and River Forest communities.

In this transitional year for summer school leadership, I am grateful for the opportunity and
was pleased in the general operation of summet school. Few problems arose regarding
discipline, and overall, a positive atmosphere for teaching and learning was sustained, thanks
to the combined efforts of the teachers, deans, and suppozt staff. Many thanks go to
Summer School Secretary, Linda Hayes, for taking care of the many details and especially
registration. A special thanks goes to Lyn LeFevre for helping with the brochure during
Linda’s emergency absence duting the winter. Special recognition needs to go to Michael
Averbach and Phil Prale for help in the transition and administrative wisdom.

Submitted by Dale Craft, Summer School Director
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OAK PARK AND RIVER FOREST HIGH SCHOOL
MEMORANDUM

To: Board of Education Instruction Comumittee
From: Phii Prale

Date: November 5, 2007

Re: Requested information

information regarding the distribution of student tests scores in the area of reading. The attached
graphs are a start to fulfilling the information request.

For clarification of the graphs a few key points should be made. First the student
information in these graphs pertains to current juniors, the graduating class of 2009. Second the
graphs use linear regression analysis instead of scattergrams. This choice was made because for
this analysis the linear regression is a preferred statistical model. A linear regression extracts the
underlying tendency or pattern in a set of data points to the extent that the pattern is statistically
warranted. A scattergram does not describe the patterns adequately. It would render a cloud of
data points that would hard to interpret. It should be noted that by using a linear regression
approach the sense of clustering that a scattergram would show 1s lost; since the number of data
points is absent. However, what is gained is an exhibition of the slope or ratio of one variable to
another variable. In this case the relationship between WGPA and a standardized test score.

The standardized test scores used were the ISAT, EXPLORE, and IACT scores as they
compared with the WGPA for these students from the current junior class. Also, on the graphs
race 1 is the designation for white students and race 2 is the designation for African American
students. These graphs and the lincar regressions are considered statistically significant at a high
level, Furthermore, the correlation between the EXPLORE and IACT is high and a comparison
of those graphs on the last two pages of this document show a similar pattern with an important
difference, a slight tendency towards convergence when the WGPA increases. This difference
will need to be examined as we move forward.

These graphs represent a continuing commitment to reviewing the effectiveness of our
programs and learning how to improve instruction and achievement. We hope to bring
additional information to future Instruction Committee meetings.
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OAK PARK AND RIVER FOREST HIGH SCHOOL
MEMORANDUM

To: Board of Education Instruction Committee
From: Phil Prale

Date: November 5, 2007

Re: Summary of Learning Teams for 2007-2008

This school year eight late arrival schedules have been included in the school calendar to provide
teachers with the opportunity to meet in learning teams. The structure and emphasis of each
team is summarized in the attached document. This information is provided to the Board of
Education to describe the professional development activities and plans for the eight late arrivals.
At the end of the school year [ will prepare a report on the activities and outcomes of the learning
teams.
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OAK PARK AND RIVER FOREST HIGH SCHOOL

201 NORTH SCOVILLE AVENUE » OAK PARK, TL 60302-2296

TO: Board of Education

FROM: Attila J. Weninger SR

DATE: November 2, 2007

RE: Raising Student Achicvement Plan — Update
BACKGROUND

Since the regular October Board meeting at which a plan to raise student achievement was presented
and discussed, we have begun to work on various elements, some of which are the direct result of that

discussion.

Attached, please find 3 documents:
1. an Input/Feedback Calendar;
2. Minority Student Target Programs identification; and
3. a Draft Implementation Chronology — Three Tiers.

The first document identifies meetings we have scheduled with groups within the school commumnity
and District. The calendar and legend make the document self-explanatory with one exception: the
Research Team is currently comprised of the 2003 Learning Performance Report group, but its
membership may expand. For now, the group has agreed to meet for the purposes of providing input
and feedback, and in the future its role will be further defined.

The second document is in response to requests to make explicit those programs which target
minority students. Please keep in mind that there are students other than minority students who
underachieve, and thus these initiatives/programs will touch them, as well.

The third document is a draft, initial, tentative attempt to identify those initiatives/programs which we
should address first.

Finally, as we meet with various groups as identified in the first document, the second and third
documents, as well as the initiatives/programs themselves, may see change, addition, deletion,
modification, etc. That’s part of the process of getting input/feedback, though there will be much
discussion and debate to be sure.

If you have any questions or concerns prior to Monday, please feel free to contact me personally by
phone at (630) 660-3916.

RECOMMENDATION
None at this time.

AREA (708) 383-0700 TTY/TDD (708) 524-5500 FAX (708) 434-3910



Oak Park and River Forest High School
District 200

Raising Student Achievement Plan
Input/Feedback Calendar
Board, IC, Faculty, Students, Parents, Community, Research Team, Administration
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e *=tentative dates
e Student groups of 10-15 and times are in the process of being arranged, but will include the
following: ' ' T
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Student Council

SOLO

MAC Scholars

MSAN students

BOSS/Gospel Choir

Music/Theatre/Art students

J. Xyle Braid students

Athietes

Club Council o
General groups of students from/in classes and in lunches (These groups may be larger
than 10-15.)



Oak Park and River Forest High School District 200

Raising Student Achievement Plan
Summary and List by Area At-a-glance
Bold = Minority Student Target Programs

Stadent

Academic Booster Club | Co-curricular Program Advisory System Adult Relationships
Alrican-American Communications Advisory
Leadership Round Table | Committee Assessment Community Service

College Visits

Expectations

Associate Schools Arficulation

Course Load

Community Service

Homework

Career Center

Demonstrate Success

Freshman Mentoring
Program

Life Skills for Teens
Survival Skills for Parenis

Co-curricular Program

Expectations and Habits of
Achievement

Intramural Program

Parent/Alumni Groups

College & Career Center

Goals and Goal Setting

Media

Parent Events

Coliége/Uni{férsity Parmef'ship '

" Personal Educational Contract

Personal Plan for Achievement

(Oalk Park Park District
Teen Center

Parent/Student Outreach

Communications Advisory
Comimittee

Scheool Commitment

Parent Events

Personal Plan for Achievement
Personal Educational Contract

Community Service

Senior Year Internship
Experience

Scholarships

Post-Secondary Education

Curriculum

Student Academic
Learning Teams

School-to-Parent

Student Involvement

Senior Year Internship Communication Discipline System Review Feedback
Support (Before/After
Summer Program School) Program(s) Freshman Mentoring Program | Study Center

Technolog

Transfer Student/Parent
Program

Freshman Transition to High
School Program

Homework

Initiatives Review and
Evaluation

{nstitutional Excellence

Instruction”

Mini-IL Student Achievement
Network

Parent Program

Parent/Student Qutreach

Professional Development

Pupil Support Services Teams

School Day Time

Senior Year Internship
Experience

Student Leadership,

| Participation, Input

Student Recognition

Study Center

| Student Involvement Feedback

| Summer Program

Transfer Student/Parent
Program

i

‘Triton College Partnership
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