
TOWN OF WEST HARTFORD   

MINUTES  

Advisory Commission for Persons with Disabilities  

May 8, 2023 

7:00PM Elmwood Community Center Auditorium 

 

 Call meeting to order 

 Meeting was called to order at 7:10 PM 

 Members present: Joe Kolczynski, Mary Silverberg, Kimberly Jacobsen, Christy 

Miller, Tara McNeil, Erin Conneely, Jason Mirsky, Suzanne Oslander  

 Members absent: Kim Grehn, Amy Messinger, Ann Mione 

 Minutes from March 13, 2023 meeting were approved. 

 Report Suzanne Oslander – (Town ADA Coordinator, Department of Social Services) 

No new updates to report 

 CERT Team Report 

a) Commission member Christy Miller has recently graduated from CERT training. 

 Vision Zero Task Force Update (Erin Conneely) 

a) FHI Studio-Toole Design has been contracted as a consultant for this Task Force. 

b) Activity has slowed down for the Task Force. 

A lively discussion followed concerning the potential recommendations concerning 

alterations to the environment to protect pedestrians; Rotaries, Elevated Crosswalks, 

Signs. Questions arose regarding use of Elevated Crosswalks by people with motor 

disabilities. 

 Old Business - None 

 New Business 

a) WHPD - Carter Kits (Mary Silverberg) 

WHPD has assembled and is now using Carter Kits to assist with individuals on the 

autism spectrum.  

Kits include a weighted blanket, headphones, sunglasses, and other items to comfort 

and or focus children or adults with autism. 

b) Library homebound service. 

Volunteers deliver library materials free of charge to West Hartford residents who 

are temporarily or permanently confined to home because of illness, disability or 

advanced age. 

c) New Commission chair(s) needed before February 2024. 

Tara McNeil and Christy Miller expressed an interest in co-chairing the commission. 

 Guest Speaker – Katherine Bruns – Recycling Coordinator for Town of West Hartford. 

Katherine gave a excellent and detailed presentation on both the “New food scrap and 

garbage pilot program” and updated recycling information. 



The new plan, as proposed, results in barriers to people with significant disabilities who 

live alone and independently. They may not be able to comply with all the proposed 

regulations and requirements of this program. 

For example, residents with cognitive disabilities, physical disabilities, blindness or 

visual impairment, or the elderly with or without ADA disabilities face barriers 

which could include organizing, sorting, and placing waste in appropriate bags, and 

maintaining containers and placing them at the curb at the appropriate time. 

Additionally, It was noted by one of the commission members, that as currently 

proposed, this program puts the Town at risk from residents, who may feel compelled to 

file lawsuits for discriminatory practices under ADA if they believe they are being 

unfairly mandated to meet a set of requirements without being offered any 

accommodations under the law. 

 

 Adjournment 8:30 – next meeting date: June 26, 2023, in ECC Auditorium at 7:00 PM. 

 

 

 


