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Tips, to- A nwer the. Eksovy Qaeisti,o-nz 
Co-nd•Cder the' folio-It/1,4 do an& do- noe s,  ot. you/ write' 

yaw ,-  cuppUcatto-n. es-say! 

Queisttow "Why go-to- callecjei? Why here'?" 

Do: 
• Answer the question being asked, not the one you'd like to answer. 
• Before writing even one word, scrutinize the college offerings. 
• Think hard about what you hope to get out of college, avoiding clichés or 

overused and common phrases, such as "I want an education." "I want to 
get a good, well-paying job" and "I want to be a success in my chosen 
field." 

• Try to figure out why this college appeals to you. 
• Focus on educational or personal reasons for going to college, not on 

social, economic, or family reasons. 

Don't: 
• Don't use flattery. All colleges already know how good they are. 
• Don't stress that you love the college's location, size, or appearance. 
• Don't tell a college that it's your "safe" school. 
• Don't write that you're going to college because you don't know what else 

to do. 
• Finally: don't take any of these precautions as the last word...use at your 

own discretion. 

Q tkesti,avy "Who- cure yaw? Haw wo-utcl, yaw 	yo-u.rself cf.4( a. 
humwm.b.e.44/tV how wcrutcl/ you,' collecje/ fre4h4nourt. roolmnate. 
cle4cr axe/ yaw? If yaw coat& ,stre,vtgtheAv aver affect oth-o-ut 
youeself, what -  wo-utd. be/, cf.44.01/ why? What-  quaUty der yowl/ace/ 
het about yotticse.1,0 What vna.ke.4/ yaw cUfforenit?" 

Do: 
• Answer the question. 
• Be honest. Search for qualities you really have! 
• Emphasize specific observable qualities that show your distinctive 

personality. 
• Imagine that your reader will someday have to pick you out in a crowd. 
• Illustrate your qualities with examples. Use telling anecdotes to support 

your opinions of yourself. 
• Ask people you know well whether they agree with your self analysis. • 
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Don't: 
• Don't be evasive. Stand up for what you think about yourself. 
• Don't be too cute or coy. Sincerity is preferable. 
• Don't choose a characteristic merely to impress. 
• Don't write everything you know about yourself. Focus on one or two 

qualities. 
• Don't write an essay fit for "True Confessions." 

Que.sti,o-ry "W out& you/tell cks,  cy story a,bout yo-urself? (W rCte. 
about a/ sig-nifCcant 	 eivewtt %n.yo-u,r Life' cwizl what it 
vnie,a,vit t o yaw)." 

Do: 
• Answer the question. 
• Choose an experience you remember well. Details make or break your 

story. 
• Pick an experience you can dramatize. Let the reader hear people 

speaking and see people acting. 
• Focus on a specific incident or event. 
• Make yourself the central character in the story. 

Don't: 
• Don't think that a commonplace event can't be turned into an 

uncommonly good story. 
• Don't choose a complicated event unless you can explain it briefly. 
• Don't lie. 
• Don't' ramble. 
• Don't explain. 

Queist'urn.: "What ifs ,  imwartant to- yaw? (What 1/s- your 
q 1,w-tat-Um cmcl. e4e.,pLaZyv yaw choice'? IcleAttify a/ peArsir,vv who-
has,  had. a/ s-Ced,w6ficant Cs/lig/wince' w you', ccrt.d. cle.scraye. that 
(Aftaentced. " 

Do: 
• Answer the question. 
• Choose a subject you care abOut. 
• Let your head and heart be the source for your material. 
• Think of at least three very good personal reasons for your choice. 
• Try out more than one answer. Submit the one you like the best. 

Don't: 
• Don't choose a topic merely to look good. 
• Don't be self-conscious about your choice. • 
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• Don't choose a topic that requires research. Let your experience guide 
you. 

Qu.e.sti.avv: "What wautcl. you. Lace. to- tea cm,  about yowcself?" 

Do: 
• Pick something important—that matters to you. 
• Consider explaining anything unusual that has influenced your school or 

home life. 
• Use a style of writing that sounds like you. 
• Write the sort of piece—e.g. essay, poem, internal monologue—you've 

written successfully in the past. 

Do n't: 
• Don't turn down the college's invitation to write more about yourself. 
• Don't put on airs to try to impress the college. Be yourself 
• Don't repeat what you've written elsewhere in your application. 
• Don't try to use a form or style of writing for the first time unless you 

have a record of successful writing experiments. 
• Don't write the essay, or any part of the application, the night before it's 

due!! 

10 &literal/ W Krung- rips: 

1.) Answer the question 
2.) Be Original 
3.) Be Yourself 
4.) Don't "Thesaurize" Your Composition 
5.) Use Imagery and Clear, Vivid Prose 
6.) Spend the most time on your introduction 

a. Don't summarize in your introduction. 
b. Create mystery or intrigue in your introduction—appeal to their emotions! 

7.) Use Transitions 
8.) Conclusions are critical 

a. Expand upon the broader implications of your discussion. 
b. Consider linking your conclusion to your introduction to establish a sense 

of balance by reiterating introductory phrases. 
c. Redefine a term used previously in your body paragraphs. 
d. End with a famous quote that is relevant to your argument. 
e. Frame your discussion within a larger context or show that your topic 

has widespread appeal. 
f Forge some attempt at closure—but life, like your essay, is not always 

neat and tidy. 
9.) Give your draft to others 
10.) Revise, Revise, Revise 



4 

W Krung,  Yotkr.Eksay Format: 

Follow the. "forynkacv" of ha m.rtg-a,beg-I/mu -4v, inaldle, 
cuetd. on& 

eft.vvvviwto-: tab Ex's,  what-  yaw plan, to-te124 804: tea 
u4r; a.rtth Conaws,tow tea cm,  what you/ WU. 

I ntraclucti-o-rv: Hoak/ the, reader! 

Body: To Ccoa2y three. sect -toil* When you can make three statements 
about a subject, you show that you probably know what you're talking about. Support 
your main idea or your thesis. 

	

Exa4npie/ Subject: 	"The Struggles within me." 

	

Point 1: 	What do I stand for? 

	

Point 2: 	What should I do with my life? 

	

Point 3: 	How can I communicate with others? 

Use. tra#14a-to-n4( to- talc& re atierk by the. hound/.  Theycreatean 
easy-to-follow road map of where you are going in your essay. Choose words that set up 
relationships between one idea and the next. Some examples include the following: also, 
on the other hand, still, too, consequently, another, similarly, although, in the first place, 
on the contrary, better still, nevertheless, for instance, this, and yet, --just to name a few! 

Cancluigbiev: Leave. youe readexs ,  W WI. a, " gift" —something to 
think about, a line to chuckle over, a memorable phrase or quotation. Whatever you give, 
the farewell gift must fit the content, style, and mood of your essay. 

Works Cited: Ehrenhaft, George. Writing a Successful College Application Essay.  Barron's Eucational 
Series, Inc. New York: 1987; EssayEdges' Harvard-Educated Admissions Essay Editors.  
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