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THE CAREER PATHWAYS INVENTORY 

Which Career Pathways Best Match My 

Interests and Skills? 

Mark Madison. 1999. 
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Instructions 

In this inventory, you will be asked to respond indicating your degree of interest to 132 

different activities. As you read each activity, ask yourself whether the activity would be 

enjoyable to you simply as an activity, not as an occupation. 

Work rapidly, and do not spend a lot of time thinking about each activity. Do not worry 

whether or not you have the ability or training to perform an activity. Simply decide 

whether or not you believe you would enjoy doing it. 

Indicate your responses to each activity by circling the appropriate number as follows: 

Circle "2" if you would LIKE the activity 	For example: Teach math 	0 	1 

Circle "1" if you're UNDECIDED 	For example: Build houses 	0 	0  2 

Circle "0" if you would DISLIKE the activity 	For example: Write Music ... 	1 	2 

When you have finished responding to each item on a page, add up the total points for 

each page. Then complete the last page of this inventory to determine your suggested 

Career Pathway(s). 

Mark Madison, 1999. 
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1. Fight house fires 	 0 
	

1 
	

2 

2. Settle disputes as a judge 	 0 
	

1 
	

2 

3. Represent clients in a courtroom 	 0 	1 	2 

4. Be a police officer 	 0 	1 	2 

5. Counsel others who are having problems 	 0 	1 	2 

6. Direct a playground sports program 	 0 	1 	2 

7. Give legal advice to low-income people 	  0 	1 	2 

8. Assist children with emotional problems 	 0 	1 	2 

9. Help people choose their careers 	  0 	1 	2 

10. Help people find jobs who are out of work 	 0 
	

1 
	

2 

11. Guide people find toward resources to meet their needs 	0 	1 	2 

12. Train disabled people for various jobs 	  0 	 1 
	 2 

13. Hold a political office 	 0 	 1 	2 

14. Interview people for jobs 	 0 	 1 	 2 

15. Lead group meetings with troubled children 	  0 	1 	 2 

16. Recruit and hire people for a large company 	 0 	1 	2 

17. Study why people act the way they do 	 0 	1 	2 

18. Educate and help people in developing countries 	 0 	1 	2 

19. Teach in an elementary, middle, or high school 	  0 	1 	2 

20. Teach or train adults 	  0 	1 	 2 

21. Tutor others who are having difficulty learning 	 0 
	

1 
	

7 

22. Work as a marriage or family counselor 	  0 
	

1 
	

7 

          

0 

         

          

Total 

  

Total 

  

Total 

  

Grand 
Total 
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1. Advise clients on where to invest their money 	 0 	 1 	 7 

2. Bea bank teller 	 0 	 1 	2 

3. Serve as a bank vice-president 	 0 	 1 	2 

4. Be a real-estate agent showing and selling houses 	0 	 1 	2 

5. Buy clothing goods for a large department store 	 0 	 1 	2 

6. Check bank reports for mistakes 	 0 	 1 	2 

7. Keep financial records for a large company 	0 	 1 	 2 

8. Make money by trading on the stock market 	 0 	 1 	2 

9. Organize plane and hotel reservations in a travel agency 	0 	 1 	2 

10. Direct a government agency 	 0 	 1 	2 

11. Manage a large office building 	 0 	 1 	2 

12. Manage a large restaurant 	 0 	1 	2 

13. Sell goods at a school store 	 0 	 1 	2 

14. Operate accounting and office machines 	 0 	 1 	2 

15. Plan activities for others 	 0 	 1 	2 

16. Prepare tax returns and reports for clients 	  0 	1 	2 

17. Start a business from your home 	 0 	 1 	2 

18. Supervise workers in an office building 	 0 	1 	2 

19. Learn how to run a business 	 0 	 1 	2 

20. Take an accounting course 	 0 	 1 	2 

21. Travel all over the country selling goods 	 0 	1 	2 

22. Use a computer to track financial records 	 0 	1 	2 

+ 	+ 
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1. Be a space scientist 	  0 
	

1 
	

2 

2. Work at a fish hatchery 	  0 
	

1 
	

2 

3. Be an expert on plants and gardening 	  0 
	

1 	2 

4. Develop new farming techniques to prevent erosion 	 0 
	

1 	2 

5. Examine ways to make sure the water supply is clean 	 0 
	

1 	2 

6. Research methods of using the sun's energy to heat homes 	0 
	

1 	2 

7. Do scientific studies of the sun, moon, planets, and stars 	 0 
	

1 	2 

8. Work as a commercial fisherman 	 0 
	

1 	2 

9. Help develop laws which protect sea life and the ocean 	0 
	

1 

10. Observe and monitor the mizration of whales 	 0 	1 

11. Perform scientific studies about nature 	  0 	1 

12. Work in a lumber mill 	 0 	1 

13. Raise cattle and other farm animals 	  0 	1 

14. Study how to control plant and crop diseases 	 0 	1 

15. Observe marine life in the Puget Sound 	 0 	1 

16. Study the effects of urban development on wildlife 	 0 	1 

17. Invent new ways to reduce air pollution 	  0 	1 

18. Take a Marine Biology course 	  0 	1 

19. Work as a Forest Ranger 	 0 	 1 

20. Protect endangered species as a wildlife officer 	 0 	1 

21. Develop and maintain state parks 	 0 
	

1 

22. Work on a farm 	 0 
	

1 

          

0 

         

          

Total 

  

Total 

  

Total 

  

Grand 
Total 
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1. Perform emergency surgery 	 0 

2. Eliminate diseases through genetic engineering 	 0 

3. Be a Veterinarian 	 0 

4. Care for residents in a nursing home 	 0 

5. Develop new medicines 	 0 

6. Give first aid to people in need 	 0 

7. Help animals that have been injured or are ill 	 0 

8. Help people lose weight 	 0 

9. Be a Pediatrician treating children who are ill 	  0 

10. Keep medical reports of patients in a medical clinic 	 0 

11. Monitor vital signs during surgery 	 0 

12. Operate an X-Ray machine 	 0 

13. Prescribe medication to people with illnesses 	 0 

14. Research possible medical treatments for cancer 	0 

15. Help people recover after accidents or surgery 	 0 

16. Speak to groups about physical fitness 	 0 

17. Study the causes of heart disease 	  0 

18. Take a Biology course 	 0 

19. Treat people who are sick or have been injured 	 0 

20. Be a dental assistant 	 0 

2 1. Develop an artificial heart 	 0 

22. Work in a hospital or doctors office 	 0 

1 
	

2 

1 
	

2 

1 	2 

1 	2 

1 	2 

1 	2 

1 

1 	2 

1 	2 

1 	2 

1 	2 

1 	2 

1 	2 

1 . 	2 

1 

1 	2 

1 	2 

1 	2 

1 	2 

1 	2 

1 

1 
	

2 

          

0 

         

          

    

Total 

  

Grand 
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1. Write a novel 	0 	 1 	2 

0 	1 	2 

0 	1 	2 

0 	1 	2 

0 	1 	2 

0 	1 	2 

0 	1 	2 

0 	1 	2 

0 	1 	2 

0 	1 	2 

0 	1 	2 

0 	1 	2 

0 	1 	2 

0 	1 	2 

0 	1 	2 

0 	1 	2 

0 	1 	2 

0 	1 	2 

0 	1 	2 

0 	1 	2 

0 	1 	2 

0 	1 	2 

2. Arrange the background music for movies 	  

3. Perform as a comedian 	  

4. Be a jazz musician 	  

Compose or arrange music 	  

6. Create advertisements for TV or magazines 	  

7. Design scenery for plays 	  

8. Direct a symphony orchestra 	 

9. Draw Cartoons 	  

10. Be a radio announcer 	  

11. Sketch pictures of animals or landscapes 

12. Make flower arrangements 	 

13. Play a role in the school play 	 

14. Read about music or art 	  

15. Sing on a stage 	  

16. Take music courses 	  

17. Select photographs for a magazine 	 

18. Be an artist 	  

19. Compose a one-act play 	  

20. Review books as a literary critic 	 

21. Write newspaper articles 	  

22. Develop new TV scripts 	  

          

          

0 

         

          

          

Total 

  

Total 

  

Total 

  

Grand 
Total 
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1. • Study how bridges are designed and built 	  0 1 2 

2. Be an electrician 	  0 1 2 

3. Build houses and buildings 	  0 1 2 

4. Create blueprints for a new home 	  0 1 2 

5. Operate a building crane 	  0 1 2 

6. Design roads and traffic routes for the city 	 0 1 2 

7. Fix mechanical things 	  0 1 2 

8. Fix things around the house 	  0 1 2 

9. Help build an airplane 	  0 1 2 

10. Install and repair telephones 	  0 1 2 

11. Invent a new type of technical or scientific equipment 	 0 1 2 

12.Make furniture and cabinets 	  0 1. 2 

13.Operate trucks and heavy machinery 	  0 1 2 

14.Build bookshelves 	  0 1 2 

15.Put parts together for stereos or VCRs 	  0 1 2 

16.Remodel a house 	  0 1 2 

17. Rebuild automobile engines 	  0 1 2 

18. Repair bicycles 	  0 1 2 

19.Test and repair computer software 	  0 1 2 

20. Use math to solve technical and scientific problems 	 0 1 2 

21. Work on a construction job 	  0 1 2 

22. Write computer programs 	  0 1 2 

0 
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FINDING YOUR CAREER PATHWAY 

Take the totals from each page and write them into the appropriate Box. Then place points on the adjacent number 
lines which are equivalent to the total points for each page. Connect these points with lines to form a line graph. 
As indicated by the columns below, each page represents a specific Career Pathway. 
111111.1410111■11kiN.111111111.11.110111111.1.1.11.1101111111  

Pa2e # Total Points 
	

Graph 	 Career Pathway 
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Human Services and 
Education 

Business and Marketing 

Natural Resources and 
Environmental Science 

Health Sciences and Services 

Arts and Communication 

Engineering and 
Manufacturing Technology 

List Specific Occupations of Interest Here 
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