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There are many different kinds of plants.



Planits Everywhere

G an you name one kind of plante

Did you say a sunflower2 Or maybe your
answer is an oak tree. You might even think

of a cactus! Guess what? You are right!
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A sunflower, an oak tree, and a cactus
do not look the same. But they are all plants.
Let’s look closer and see what plants have

in common.

Do you know the types of trees that are in your neighborhood?

ASk Ask an adult to take a walk with you. Take photos of the

different trees you see. Look in books and online to see what

QueSti()“S! kinds of trees you found. Need help2 A librarian can show

you how to identify the trees in your photos.
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Most plants have roots, stems, and leaves.



Rootls, Stems,
and Leaves

ﬂ Il plants have three things in

common. Plants are living things, but they

don’t move around. They make their own

food. They grow and make new plants.
Almost all plants have three basic parts:

roots, stems, and leaves.



Tree trunks are big, stiff stems.



Most roots grow down into the dirt. They
absorb water from the dirt. Roots also help
keep the plant steady in the ground.

Stems carry water from the roots up to the
leaves. Stems also carry food made by the
leaves back to the rest of the plant. Some
stems are hard and stiff. Other stems are

green and can bend.



Leaves come in different colors, shapes, and sizes.
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A plant needs many leaves to make its
food. Leaves use water, air, and the energy

from sunlight to make food for the plant.

Plants are just one kind of living thing. Animals are
another kind of living thing. Can you think of two ways

plants and animals are the same2 Can you think of two
ways they are different?
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A seed has a tiny plant inside of it.
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Growing New Plants

m ave you ever seen a seed? You have

probably eaten a seed. An almond is a
seed you can eat. Can you think of other
kinds of seeds?

Inside each seed is a tiny plant. The tiny
plant is called an embryo. The seed will
grow info a new plant if it has the things

it needs.






A seed needs water, air, and sunlight
to grow into a new plant. A plant grows
roots to reach down into the dirt to get
water. A plant grows stems to reach up

toward the sun.

How many seeds do you think you will find in a piece of
fruit2 Make a guess. Then ask an adult to help you cut up

a piece of fruit. An apple, orange, or pear will work best.
Find all of the seeds inside. Count them. How close was
your guess to the number of seeds you found?
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The stems of plants grow toward the sun.



A plant grows leaves on its stems to get
air and sunlight.

Now the plant has water, air, and
sunlight. Plants need all three things to grow.

Drawing pictures can be a good way to remember
what you have learned. Pick one kind of plant.

Cl’eatE! Draw a picture of it. Be sure to label its roots,

stems, and leaves.
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Growing your own plants will help you learn more
about them.
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Grow and Learn

D o you want to learn more about

plants? Plant some seeds! In the summer, you
can have a garden outside. In the winter,
you can grow seeds in a pot indoors.

Make sure your plants have what they
need to grow. Do you remember what
plants need to grow? Did you say water,
air, and sunlight? Then you are on your
way to being a plant expert!
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GLOSSARY

embryo (E\Mbrecoh) atiny plant  reets (ROOTS) the parts of plants
inside a seed that will develop if the  that soak up water and minerals,
conditions are right usually underground

expert (EKspurt) a person who seed (SEED) the part of a plant
knows everything about a subject that can grow into a new plant

identify (cye DEN-uhfye| fo tell stems (STEM/] the parts of plants
what something is or who someone is  that carry water and minerals fo the
leaves and carry food to the rest of

leaves [LL0VZ) the parts of plants o)y

that soak up sunlight and make food
for the plant

librarian (lyeBRAR-ee-uhn) a
person who works in a library
and helps people find books and

information
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Jennifer Colby is a school librarian, and she also has a bachelor's degree in
landscape Architecture. By writing these books, she has combined her talents for
two of her favorite things. She likes fo garden and grow her own food. In June
she makes sfrawberry jam for her children to enjoy all year long.
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The 21st Century Junior Library introduces
young readers to important core content.
Simple activities encourage students to
Look, Think, M: | ,

Ask Questions, and Create.

The combination of reading and inquiring helps them
develop the skills needed to master content and learn
and succeed in the 21st century.
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learn more about plants:
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