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Amazing Trees

id you know that trees are some of the
biggest living things on Earthe Giant redwood
trees are as tall as a 30-story building. They
can be more than 300 feet (21 meters) tall.
They can live for up to 2,000 years!

The trees in your neighborhood may not
be as tall as skyscrapers. They may not
be ancient. But all trees are special. Let's
take a closer look at trees.



The leaves of many broad-leaved trees
turn bright colors in the fall.




Grouping Trees

E here are many kinds of trees.

Scientists put them into two groups: broad-
leaved trees and conifers. The leaves of
trees can help you decide which group a
free is in. Broad-leaved trees have wide,
flat leaves. Maple and oak trees are in this
group. They lose their leaves in the fall.
New leaves grow in the spring. They are
deciduous trees.



called needles.
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Conifers




Conifer trees can have thin, pointy leaves.
These leaves are called needles. Spruce and
pine trees have needles. They are conifers.
Cedar and juniper trees are also conifers. But
their leaves are flat and scaly. Many conifers
keep their leaves through the winter. They are
evergreen frees.
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The fruit of a peach tree is soft and juicy.
The seed is inside the peach.



Both groups of trees make seeds. A seed
can grow a new plant. Conifers have seeds
inside their cones. Broad-leaved trees have
seeds inside their fruit. Some fruits are juicy

and soft. Some fruits have seeds inside a

hard shell.

Go for a walk. Ask an adult to join you. Look at the
different trees around you. Can you fell which are

broad-leaved trees and which are conifers?
Remember to look at their leaves to give you clues.
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The roots of some trees are very large.
They grow deep into the ground.



Trees Are Strong!

E ree roots can grow deep info the dirt.

They hold the tree in the ground. Roots also
absorb water. The water moves up the trunk
of the tree. It goes through the branches of
the tree to all of the leaves.

The trunk is a hard stem. It is made of
wood. Bark is the hard covering on the
trunk and the branches. The bark protects
the tree.
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The wood we use to build a house
comes from trees.
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Branches and leaves shape the crown
of the tree. The crown makes shade on the
ground below.

A tree’s trunk and branches grow as
the tree gets older. The wood of trees is
strong. We use the wood of trees to build

many things.

Do you use paper at home and at school? Paper is

AS]( made from trees. Find out how you can recycle

OueStiO“S' paper at home and at school. If you recycle paper,

you will save trees.
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Inside Leaves

large maple tree can grow more
than 20,000 leaves each year. Why does it
grow so many leaves?

Trees need energy to grow. But frees can't
eat food to get energy like people do. Trees
make their own food. The leaves of trees
use the energy from sunlight to make food
from air and water. Food is made inside the
leaves. This is called photosynthesis.
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The leaf of a maple tree has many veins.



Look at a deciduous leaf. It has many
veins. The veins carry water into the leaf.
The veins also carry food out of the leaf. The
food goes out to all parts of the tree. The
tree uses the energy from the food to grow
and make seeds. A tree needs many leaves

to make all the food it need:s.
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Different types of trees grow in different
parts of the world.
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Trees are all around us. There are many
different kinds of trees. All trees use energy

from sunlight to live and grow.

Collect leaves from your neighborhood. Then lay them

on a table. Put a sheet of white paper on top of them.
Create!

Carefully rub the side of a crayon over the paper.
An outline of your leaves will show on the paper!
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GLOSSARY

ancient (AYN-chuhni) very old

bark (BARK] the outside layer on
the trunk of a tree

conifers (KOH-nuhferz) trees that
grow seeds in cones

crown [KROUN| the top of a free
shaped by its branches and leaves

decidvous (dih-S|-oo-uhs) a plant
that loses its leaves every year

evergreen (F\V-ergreen) a plant
that keeps its leaves through the year

photosynthesis (foh-toh-SINHhi-
sis) the process of using light energy
to combine air and water to make a
plant’s food

fo use
something old in order to make
something new

scientists (SYE-uhnHists) people
who study the world around us
by observing, experimenting,

and measuring

very fall buildings

veins VAYN/] tubes that carry
water into a leaf and food out of
a leaf
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Jennifer Colby is a school librarian, and she also has a bachelor’s degree in
landscape Architecture. By writing these books, she has combined her talents
for two of her favorite things. She likes to garden and grow her own food.

In June she makes strawberry jam for her children to enjoy all year long.
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The 21st Century Junior Library introduces
young readers to important core content.
Simple activities encourage students to
Look, Think, M: | ,

Ask Questions, and Create.

The combination of reading and inquiring helps them
develop the skills needed to master content and learn
and succeed in the 21st century.
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Read all of these 21st Century Junior Library titles to
learn more about plants:
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